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ADVERTISEMENT 
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PRESENT EDITION. 


T a time when Infidelity and. a ö 
ſtalk abroad with the moſt barefaced 
arrogance, not only rediculing the funda- 
mentals of Chriſtianity, but daring to deny 
the exiſtance of all future eternal rewards 
or puniſhments, the miracles and mercies 

of our bleſſed Saviour IEsus CHRIST, and 
the very Being of God: it may reaſonably 
be preſumed, that no publication will be 
more acceptable to Chriſtians, who have a 


juſt ſenſe of their creation, and a due re- 
membrance of their baptiſmal yows, than 
a ſeries of pious meditations on the Life of 


our common Lord and Saviour JEtsUs 


CHRIisT; written by ſo eminent a hand 
as that of St. Bonaventure, above five hun- 


dred years ſince ; when having no diſſen- 
tions in religion to encounter with, his ſole 
A view 


. ADVERTISEMENT, &c. 


view was to help us, to meditate on ſuch 
holy and ſalutary actions, as it is our greateſt 
intereſt and duty to copy. We make uſe 
of the tranſlation: of Mr. 'Yates, whoſe 
ſtyle has been judged pleaſing by many, 
and we have taken care to correct all. 
erratas in the former edition, without 
altering the ſenſe of the Saint or his 
Tranſlator, | 
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HEN firſt I undertook this lit- 
J W 2 tle Work of the LIFE OF OUR 
| 3 Loxp and SAVIOUR JESUS 
1 CHRIST, my Intention was, 
: . . to preſent you a true and f: aithful 
; Copy of that Life, from an Obſolete Edi- 
tion, ſuppoſed by ſome to be a Tranflation 
from St. Bonaventure. 


This little Book was accidentally put 
into my Hands by thoſe whoſe Devotion 
perſwaded them, that (if re-printed) it 
could not fail of meeting with all Encou- 
ragement from the public Zeal of every 
25 true and well-meaning Chriſtian. 


Ani- 


2 — 


PREFACE, &c. 


| Nttharea by this, as well as in font. 
Meaſure convinced of the Reaſon I had to 
hape for Succeſs in it, I at length, after 


{tne Deliberation, determined to undet- 


take the re- printing it, and was fully re- 
ſolved to ſend it forth into the World with- 
out any Alteration in the Tranſlation, or 
making any other Difference than that of 
a ſnfall Amendment in the Stile and Ortho- 
graphy. 


E 100 1 * 1 . 4 4 7 T9 p- * 
Having however duly compared it with 


the Latin Original of St. Bonabenture, 
and peruſed the whole with Attention, 1 
found myſelf under the Neceſſity of alter- 


ing my Intention in point of following the 


* 


ſaid old Edition. For though the Trans- 


lator has therein moſtly kept to tlie Text 


of the Saint; yet upon mature Confidera- 
tion, I thought it more properly anſwered 
the End of a Collection than that of a 


pure Tranſlation : The Editor N having 
often through the whole omitted mary 
Paſſages of the Saint, and inſerted others 


in their Room, fach as were; either agree- 
able with his own Thoughts, or collected 
; from 


PREFNTE Ge. 


From other Authors, who have wrote on 
rhe fame Subject. 4 


This induced me to lay aſide that Edi- 
tion, and made me reſolve upon ſparing 
no Pains to preſent you a faithful Tranfla- 
tion of the pious and learned Author St. 
Bonoventure, on the LIFE oF OUR LokD 
AND SaviouR JESUS CHRIST; and 
at the fame Time made me uſe my utmoſt 
Induſtry, without the Help of any Foreign 
Embelliſhments, to render the Stile as 
agreeable as the Nature of the Phrafe 
would permit me to do, without depart» 
ing from the true Senſe of my Author, 


I thought it proper to premiſe this, by 
way of a neceſſary Precaution to the more 
unlearned, who being accuſtomed to the 
old Edition, and unacquainted with the 
true Reaſon of the Difference they may 
find · by comparing them together, might 
tbe. Jealous of my having varied from the 
-oviginal Text, and Is a upon them 
one Woerter another. 


1 


The 


— 


mas. And the reſt of the Subjects,” as the 
holy Church makes mention of them, at 
. different Times of the Year, 


PREFACE, 5&c 


:: The Introduction to this ſpiritual Work 
gives an Account, firſt, of the deyout In- 

ſtance and Solicitude of the holy Angels in 

Heaven for Man's Reſtoration, thereby to 

ſtir him up to a devout Commemoration of 
Them, eſpecially on that Day chiefly on 

Which the holy Church n puts us in 

ne to do It. 


And as this Book is vide into Chap- 
ters, according to the different Paſſages of 
our Saviour” 8 Life, therefore one Part or 


other may be contemplated, as the Devo- 
tion of the Reader ſhall direct. 


The Subject of this little Treatiſt may 
be not only profitable and pertinent ta 
every ' devout Reader, but even adapted to 
the different Seaſons of the Year. in Ad- 
dent may be read and devoutly conſidered 
all that Part from the Beginning to the 
Nativity of our Lord. The ſubſequent 
Part reien to the Nativity may be medi- 
tated on during the holy Time of Chrift- 


Laſtly, 


FREF ACE, Ja 


Laſtly, whoever you are, pious Reader, 
that by reading this Book, or hearing it 
read, ſhall reap any ſpiritual Unction or 
Benefit from it, forget not in Charity, but 
remember to pray for him who has taken 
ſome Pains in giving an Engltſh Tongue 
to this pious Work; on Purpoſe that you, 
and all devout Souls, might reap the Be- 
nefit from it, which the extenſive Charity 


of the Saint intends you, and was the chief 


End propoled by your 


Sinccre and cordial Well-wiſher, 


EDWARD YATES, 
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MONG the many Panegyricks 


ET wy and Praiſes recorded oi the 
1 Virtues of St. Cecilia, it is 

= Written: that ſhe bore always 
enchrincd in her Breaft, the Goſpel of 
Chriſt. The meaning of which ſeems to 

2: that, from the whole Series of our 
Lord's Lite and Actions, therein related, 
ſhe fclected ſuch Paſſages as molt atlected 
her with Devotion: On which, with a 
Heart full of Candour and Integrity, and 
a Mind elevated by the utmoſt Fervour of 
Attention, ſhe fixed her Thoughts Day and 
Night; and when ſhe had devoutly gone 
through the Whole, again reatiuming them 


frequently, with a kind of uninteruptec 


Circulation of Thought, and ſweetly cli- 
geſting them with Dilicacy of Taſte, ſhe 
carefully depoſited thein in the Sanchliar 5 
of her Heart. The like Practice J recom- 
mend to you: As 1 look upon it to be tne 

2 moſt 


| ledge neceſſary 


St. BONAVENTURE! 


moit, material Branch of Spiritual Study, 
and even the moſt beneficial of all devou, 
Exerciſes; and what is moſt capable of 
leading you to the Summit of Chriſtian 


Perfection. For ſurely the holy Life of 


Chriſt, not merely free from the minuteſt 
Blemiſh, but even divincly perfect, muſt 
be the beſt and only ſure Fountain whence 
we can hope to draw the perfect Know- 
—to arm our Breaſts 
againſt the flattering, yet fleeting Vanities 
3 the World; to render us ſteady 

idſt Tribulations and Adverſities; 
nd finaliy to preſerve us from Vice, and 
facilitate the Poſſeſſion of every Virtue. 
Frequent and habitual Meditations on that 
divine S bject being the readieſt Means to 
introduce the Soul, as it were, into fuch 
a Kind of Familiarity, Confidence, and 


Love of him, as will inſenſibly create in it 


a Contempt and Diſtaſte of every Thing 


cle, and will effectually inſtruct it, both 
what to do, and what to avoid doing. 
And Firſt, That the Contemplation of 
Chriſts bleſſed Lite ſtrengthens the Heart 
againſt the tranſient Pleaſures and deceittiul 
Vanities of the World, ſufficiently appears 
in the ſacred Virgin St. Cecilia already men- 


tioned, whoſe capacious Heart was ſo filled 


with the divine Sentiments gathered from 
thence, that it had no Space leſt for the 
| entrance 


wary 5 2 


. 


entrance of vain Aﬀections. Even amidſt 
the Allurements of Magnificence, Diftipa- 
tions of Muſick, and other ſenſual Pleaſures 
profuſely combining, to render the Solem- 
nity of her Nuptials the more Inviting to 
the Senſe, her Heart, unaffected by, and 
and as it were, inſenſible of all the flatter- 
ing Appearances, remained immoveabls” 
fixed on God, to whom ſhe often recurred 
in theſe words: * O Lord! Render my 
< Body and Heart pure and undetiled, that 
I] be not confounded.” 

Secondly, That it renders us ſteady 


amidſt Tribulations and Advertitics, Sr. 


Bernard thus argues: Whence r eceveit 
* the Martyrs the ir unſhaken Reſolutions 
amidſt the Anxiety of their Torments, 
but from the ſacred Wounds of Jehle, its 
which their Hearts and Aﬀections wet © 
* wholly centered? While they beheld 
and felt their Bodies torn and {ſevered 
on the Rack, their Minds remained {11}} 
chearful and triumphant. And where 
can we then ſuppoſe the Soul of cach 
glorious Suffercr to have been but in the 
Wounds of Chrift, ready open tor its Re— 
ception ? Had it been lodged in its own 
Boſom, attentive to what patied within its 
lacerated Frame; it had been too ſenſible of 
the torturing In{trament, to remain proof 
againſt the excruciating Torments inflic- 
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ted: Their Pains had been an Overmatch 
for their Patience: They mult have ſunk 
uſſdler the preſſing Weight, and denied 
God.“ From the (ame divine Source not 
only Martyrs, but even Confeſſors, Vir- 
gins, and all who lead a virtuous Lite, have 
derived their Patience amidſt Tribulations 
and the various Trials of Infirmities inci- 
dent to a mortal State: As may be inſtanced 
in the glorious St. Francis and St. Clare, 
who under the ſevere Preſſure of Afflictions, 
Penury, and Infirmities, were not only 
patient, but joytul. The fame may be 
daily remarked in all devout Livers. Which 
is intirely owing to the pious Meditations 
on the Life of Chrijt: Which, ts it were, 
carry their Souls out of their Bodics to 
tranſplant them in Crit. 


nh 


La) 
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Thirdly, That it is a powerful Check to 


Vice, and greatly diſpoſeth us to the Poſ- 


{ellion of Virtue, is evident from this, that 


the Perfection of all Virtues is only to be 
found in the bleſſed Life of Jeſus CMriſt. 
For where clic ſhall we find ſuch moving 
Examples, ſuch ſublime Doctrines of he- 
roick Poverty, extraordinary Humility, 
profound Wiſdom, fervent Prayers, Obe— 
dience, Meckneſs, Patience, and other 
Virtues, as in this moſt holy Life? 

Where fre St. Bernard ſays, that he 


© Jabours in vain in the Perſuit of Virtue, 
1 5 — 45 
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* who hopes to find it any where but in the 
Lard of Virtues, whoſe doctrine is the 
* School of Prudence, whoſe Mercy is the 
Work of Juſtice, whoſe Lite is the Model 
* of Temperance, and whoſe Death is the 
* Pledge of Fortitude.* Whoever, there- 
fore, follows this divine Pattern; can nei- 
ther be deceived himſelf, nor deceive 
others. For the Soul by frequent Reflec- 
tions on his Virtues, is both animated and 
inſtructed in the Imitation and Purſuit of 
them; and at length becomes ſo habituated 
itſelf in Virtue, that the bare Light of it is 
fufficient to direct her Judgment in diſcern- 
ing Truth from Falſhood; which is ſo true 
that many very illiterate Perlons have be- 
come, by the fame Means, profoundly 
verſed in the moſt ſublime Myſteries of 
God. By what other Means than that of 
a familiar and mental Converſation with 
his.divine Lord, could St. Frances attain to 
ſuch an eminent State of Perfection, ſo 
deep a Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, 
and that diſcernment with which he diſco- 
vered the Frauds of his ſpiritual Enemies, 
and baffled the Power of Vice? Hence it 
was, that he grew to paſſionately affected 
with the Life of (hr, as to render his: 
own almoſt a Picture of it. It was that 
he copied after to the utmoſt of his Power, in 
the Pravtice of every Virtue: And Chru/t; 


at 
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at length, crowning his Aﬀections with the 
Accompliſhment of his Withes, he became 
rotally tr ansformed into his Saviour by re- 
cciving the Impreſſion of his facred Wounds, 
To ſuch an eminent State is the Soul led 
by meditating on the Life of its Saviour: 
and yet, this 1s but as it were, the Foun- 
dation on which the Soul riſes to more ſub- 
lime Degrees of Contemplation. For the 
Uncton therein to be found, purifying by 
Degrees, and elevating the Soul, inſtructs 
it, and renders it capacious of all divine 
Knowledge: But this tends not imme- 
diately to our preſent Purpoſe. 

Now TI propoſe to introduce you, gentle 
Reader, to the meditations on the bleſſed 


Lite of our Saviour, though I could with 


you a more learned and able Guide, being 
myſelf very uneaqual to ſo great a Taſk. 
However, as ] conceive it to be more for 
your Advantage that I rather fay ſome- 
thing than to remain {lent on {o uſeful a 
Sub} ect, I ſhall endeavour to make the beſt 
Uſe” of my flender Ability, by diſcourſing 
in a familiar, though plain and unpoliſhed 
Style: that you may the more caſily com- 


py! gcc the Matter here treated, and ſtudy 
rather to improve your Mind and Heart 


than flater vour Ears. ks 


It is not Elegance of Speech, but that | 
ezay of the Life of Jeſus you are here to 
give 
© 


—c .Þ. . _O- _-_c@ ith. © a. 
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give Attention to. For as St. Hierom ſayst 
© plain | anguage reaches the Heart, while 


© flor] Speeches ſtop at the Ears, which 
they Hatter.“ Still I am in hopes that the 
N oe tv * my Capacity will the etter 


b adap 5 to the Sincerity of your good 
Intention. But I hope ſtill more that if 
you are but diligent in the Exerciſe of this 
evout Study, that the Lord, whoſe Life 
is here treated, will become your Maſter 
and Initru&tor. . You are not however to 
imagine that we can either meditate on, 
or recollett every Circumſtance relating to 
our bleſſed Saviour. Nevertheleſs to make 
the more devout Impreſſion upon your 
Mind, I ſhall relate thoſe Things in the 
the ſame Manner as if they really had hap- 
pened, which either have in tact, or may 
reaſonably be believed to have happened, 
according to ſuch devout Imaginations as a 
pious Mind is capable of forming. For it 
is even in the Study of Holy Scriptures 
allowable to meditate, expound, and un- 
derſtand differently as we conceive molt 
expedient. In this, however all due Re- 
gard muſt be paid to the Truth of the Facts 
of his Life, to his Juſtice and divine Doc- 
trine ; arid nothing be inconſiſtent with 
Faith and good Works. Whatever there- 
fore, I thall here lay down as acted or ſaid 
by Chriſt Tejus, which cannot be proved 


by 


St. BONAVENTURE's, &c. 


by Scripture to be fo done or ſaid, you are 
to take in no other Senſe than as the Effect 
of a devout Meditation: that is, in other 
W a. take it as if I ſaid, meditate or con- 
ſider, that Chrtyjt might have ſo ſaid or 


done. If therefore you are deſirous of 


reaping Fruit” from this Work, you muſt 
carneſtly endeavour by a ſerious Attention 
to be preſent to every thing that is here 
Written, faid; or hinted of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. And that with the fame Fervour 
and Devotion as if you both heared and 
ſaw them, laving aſide for the Time all 
other Engagements and Affairs. In ſhort, 
beloved Reader, I befeech you to accept in 
good Part the Pains I have here taken for 
the Honour and Praiſe of our Lord Jeſus, 
and ſor your ſpiritual Profit as well as my 
own. And endeavour with all the Alacrity, 


Devotion, and Diligence you arc Maſter oi 


to put it in Practice. 


a LW 2 2% # 

CEASE. "> HR 

I * \ ks 4 in * . a = a 

* — * - . * 1 : 1 _ —_— 4 I 

= . \ _ 9 n 5 3 * 
S 1 3 = N 5 ; * I, - # " - a - 3 3 5 „ % 
* — — 2 7 p 7 * * N b BW rd - 4 3 -. 4 = = by? * I £ WW * 
- 3 2 PF * a 2 yy * þ 4 ( *. 
. Y 4 2 — — r »b## 7 


R 


FRAY. ARR KNX. XX.. N. 
33 


L 1 F E 


O F 


OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR 


JESUS CHRIST. 


Prin: Sg ”, Ins 5 e = T genes 7 OY K * Mas — 2 4 - 1 N 
- * : 3 1 4 _ r W ö > - 
a a K 8 g 8 CE N . . , 914 „ — 7 * EE. . 
8 0 1 : = OW 4 "2 » J " F © : * 
- 2 8 1 . 70 _ 2 _ 2 2 n of vs he Dat „ — 
* 4 5 : * , "I . 4 dE > : 2 OF. „ * W i Es —_—_— - bs 2 p bo” 1 9 1 s 
M00 4 4» 7 * . L r 3 * E 1 . - 5 * 2 4 * 5 
p ö 2 a * 's 4 a P, ; wy ws #6 
5. -% K ˙ Le dT IEF ws” ag Fa TY 0 . - 


. 


44; 


; $7 Thi 
"> #7 
e as 

„ , 2 
— NN 4 


= 
paces 


2 
® 


. 5 


” bu 1 
9 n 
n 


2 


RS; 


. 


n 


- WS. 


- FSA 
= 


oon LORD and SAVIOUR 


ESUS CHRIST. 


— 


Gr. I. Scr. 1 


Of the angel's ſolicitation for man's 
redemption, 


ANKIND having for the long and 
tedious ſpace of more than five thouſand 
years continued in their miſerable ſtate of 
exile, not one of them being able to ſhake 


off the clog of original fin, and ſoar to his 
native country, Heaven; the bleſſed choir 


of angelical ſpirits, (etfectually moved to 
compaſſion on them, and concerned at the 
| 1 dcrxeadſul 
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dreadful havock ſin Had made among them, 
as well as ſolicitous to ſee the numbers of 
their own - heavenly legions again com- 
pleated) as ſoon as the fulneſs of time was 
come, they reſolved to renew the inſtances 
they had often before made to the Almighty 
Lads Wherefore preſenting themſelves be- 
fore the awful throne of God, with re- 
doubled earneſtneſs and devotion, they 
jointly proſtrated themſelves at his feet, and 
made the following prayer: All- merciful 


4 


4 


j , | 
ay * * R «” XR 7" A * N * * N R | a 24a 


Lord! Remember how you graciouſly 


vouchſafed, from the inexhauſtible fund 


of your goodneßs, to create man ont of 


nothing, and to raiſe him above all the 


on-. your ſublunary creation, by en- 


riching him with the eminent gift of a 
rational ſoul capable of knowing you, 


and this on purpoſe that he might be- 


come a partaker of our felicity, and be a 
means of 'repairing the loſs we ſuſtained 
by the fall of our reprobate brethren, 
Yet behold, O benign Sovereign, the 
whole ſpecies lies ſtill involved in inextri- 
cable ruin; out of which not one has been 


able to eſcape hither in the long ſpace of 
many thoufand years. Our enemies thence 
gather new Matter of triumph: their con- 
tinual victories over them fuffer not our 
ruins to be repaired by them; While the 
Y priſon of Hell grows daily more thronged 


with 


— — ————— , 


JESVS CHRIST:. 5 
* with them: to what end then are they 
* created, O Lord? © Why are the ſouls, 
«that confeſs to you, delivered up a prey 
«to beaſts?” Pal. Ixxiii. © We are not in- 
© ſenſible that this ſeverity perfectly agrees 
* with your divine juſtice; yet pleaſe, o 
© Lord, to remember, that the time for 
* ſhewing your mercy is come. If the firſt 
© progenitors of that unhappy race did in- 
a Aren tranſgreſs thy law ; yet let 
your mercy now repair the injury in 
their wretched poſterity. Be mindful that 
you created them to your own likeneſs. 
Extend then in pity, O God, your hand 
© to them, and repleniſh them with your 
bounty. To this end? „the eyes of all 
„ are bent on you, as the eyes of ſervants 
n their maſters,” Pal. cxxii. till you 
«© deign to compaſſionate mankind, and 
5 fave them by a plentiful redemption.? 


* 
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S ERC T. II. 
HE angePs addreſs concluded, Mercy 
and Peace, ſupporting the petition 
of the angels in man's behalf, pathetically 
pleaded for his redemption with the heavenly 
Father: while: Juſtice: and Truth ſeemed to 


Br a vigorous oppoſition againſt it: 
171 whence 
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whence (for contemplation, fake) we may 
imagine a kind of ineffable debate to ariſe 
between them, as St. BER NaRD relates 1 in a 
beautiful and extenſive manner. But in 
chis, I ſhall. be as conciſe as the tenor of our 
ſubject will permit me. For tho' in this 1 
treatiſe, I intend often to inter weave his 
words with my own, yet as our preſent pur- | 
pole requires us to avoid tedious. prolixity, | 
J thall differ partly in the manner of apply- 
ing them. [o return then to our ſubject, 
the ſum of his diſcourſe, in the place above 
quoted, is as follows: Mercy, in the words 
of the royal prophet ſays, Will God reject 
«© man forever, or hath the Lord 8 25 to 
„ fhew mercy?” Plal. IXxvi. Long and fre- 
antatly importuned with theſe, and ſuch 
like ' ſolicitations, thus at length, the Al 
mighty may.be ſuppoſed to have anſwered, 
Hold Mercy, before 1 acquieſce to your 
« petitions, it becomes me, as an equitable 
judge, to hear the allegations which 
. Juſtice and Truth have to offer againſt 
them.“ Whereupon the two divine at- 
tributes being ready to tlie ſummons, Mercy 
5 thus reaſumes, Mankind, O Lord, ftand 
in need of thy commiſeration, for they 
l are become wretched indeed, even ex, 
| O tremeh wretched; and the time for. ſhew- 1 
| . ing pity is more than come.“ Here 4 
| Teo, interrupting the. plea, of Mercy, 
| vil * 
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begins, * It is meet O Lord, that yon 
, I your divine word. Let ADAM die 
and all his race with him, ſince all in him 
impiouſly taſted the forbidden fruit.“ 
Wherefore then, O Lord,“ replies Mercy, 
wherefore do I ſubſiſt? if you forbear for- 
ever to commiſerate; there is an end of 
me: this thy truth muſt acknowledge.” 
N Prath, ©" bur yer,” © 
eternal Father, if prevaricating man can 
elude thy ſentence, what becomes of me ? 
Can I, as thou haſt promiſed, perſiſt to 
eternity * Thus the divine pleaders con- 
tinuing to ſupport their ſuit againſt each 
other, "the eternal Father at length, remits 
the cauſe to his Son. Before whom, Mercy 
and Truth renewing their former pleas, 
Truth thus added, % I confeſs, O Lord, 
© that the zeal which Mercy exerts in man's 
behalf is good and worthy all praiſe : but 
does ſhe therein act ebe nde to juſtice 
in perſuading thee rather to ſpare thoſe 
prevaricators than me her ſiſter attri- 
bute? '? Ah beloved Truth,“ replies 
Mercy, rather conſider, that your indig- 
nant rigour ſpares neither man nor me: 
© by refuſmg* to commiſerate him you in- 
1 velve me in his deſtruction, me your 
ſiſter Mercy.” But Truth, unſoothed by 
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[al that Mercy chil offer, Rill farther urged: 


1 ©: Thou, O Lord, art here made a party in 
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this cauſe, and therefore ĩt highly behove 

thee not to ſuffer: the word o he eterna 
3 3 to be made void. After this man- 
ner perſiſted the divine parties in oppoſing 
—_ other, till at length, alkuniting Peace 
with her heavenly voice interpoſing, thus 
addreſſed them, * ſpare theſe diſputes, Ye 
© heavenly offspring of God. Contention 
fſuits but ill ſuch kindred virtues.“ Still 
the debate was important, and the reaſons 
on both ſides ſo ſtrong and powerful, that 
no means appeared of reconciling Mercy and 
Truth in regard to mankind, till the divine 
and royal Judge gave * to peace, who ſtood 
the neareſt to his awful throne, the follow- 
Ing ineffable decree to read. Whercas 
our eternal . Father's divine. offspring, 
Truth and Mercy, have laid before us 
their oppoſite allegations concerning the 
falvation or perdition of our hapleſs crea- 
ture, man: the former alledging, that, if 
the ſentence of death paſſed upon Adam 
ſhould be reverſed, Mercy herſelf muſt 
be involved in the deſtruction of Apa. 
Our divine Wiſdom f luggelts us a medium 
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| 8 The ine fable decree of God. 
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JESUS OHRIS T. 9 
moved, and their ends obtained. No 


ſooner was the divine decree pronounced, 
than all, applauding the wiſdom of it, 
ſilently contented that Aba ſhould die, yet 
Death: be a means of ſaving meren to him. 


But hence a new difficulty: How, O in- 
ſearchable Wiſdom ? How, hall Death be- 
come a deſirable good to man, when, the 
bare ſound of it is ſufficient to convey horror 
to the ſenſe? © Know,” anſwers the hea- 
venly monarch, © that though the death of 
* the wicked be ſuperlativel y wretched, 
that of the righteous js ineſtimably preci- 
ous, and the ture entrance to eternal life. 
Let one then be ſought out, who, though 


not by nature ſubject to * death, will 


voluntarily ſubmit to it, from a generous 


motive of diſintereſted charity. Such a 


* one, not liable to be detained in ſubjec- 
tion by Death, will force a paflage 
. it and lead captivity after him 
to a blefled ſtate of freedom. Here all 
acquielce with plealure to the divine pro- 
poſal; yet where, ſay they, ſhall we be 
able to find fuch a one? Submiſſively, 
however, obſequious to the eternal word's 

<. decree,” without waiting a freſh reply, dus 


ya 


both 


1 eee to the Almighty Majeſty, 
C 


Death entered by fin, 


endeavouring t) purſue, can aſſiſt you to 


ob THE LIFE O 


botli depart in ſearch of him: Truth re- 


ſolving to range the earth, and Mercy the 
wide dominions'sf heaven; according to 
the words of the Prophet: „Thy mercy 
<O Lord, is in heaven, and thy truth even 
tg the clouds,” Pfal. XXX. it encom- 
paſſles the univerſe. Vet how vain, alas, 

their reſearches! Truth traveling round 
* the world; finds no one free from out, 


not even the infant of a day. And Mercy 


in vain feeks, throughout heaven, : one 
ho has charity equal to fo great an under- 
taking. Alas! all mankind are but infe- 
rior ſervants, and the beſt of them muſt, 
even when they act well, ſay from St. 
Lokk, chap. xvii. that they are but' 
« unprofitable ſervants.” As none there- 
* fore could be found ſo abounding in cha- 
© rity as to lay down their life for ſuch uſe- 
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_ © Tefs Tervants; it was to no purpoſe for 


Mercy and Truth to ſeck any longer.“ 


Hence returned to the Almighty's preſence 


at the appointed time, without the deſired 
ſnccels, Peace with a benevolent conate- 


mance tlnis prevents them. © Ah! heavenly” 
ſiſters, know you not, or have you forgot: 


that! „ theres not one on earth who des 
Fry: good: No, not even one. Or who 


| Gnliehven or on earth but he, whoſe wit- 


dom gave you the ineffable advice you are 


affect 
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affect ĩt?ꝰ this heard, the all- wĩiſe monarch 
* ſpoke... © It repents me that I made man: 
© Yet, as I have made him, it becames the. 
immenſity of my goodneſs to do fatisfac- 
tion for him. Wherefore,” calling to him 
the angel GaBkIEL, * Go, ſays he, and tell 
*-the Daughter of Stoxx: „ Behold yaur 
king comes.” Thus far from St. 
BERNARD. Hence you may fee of how dan- 
gerous and fatal a conſequence fin has been 
and ſtill is, and how great the difliculcy ot 
applying a remedy, to it. To this 3 
however, the above mentioned attributes 
ſeem beſt to accord and unite in che perton ot 
God the Son. For on one ſide, the perſon 
of the Father, bearing in appearance a ter- 
rible and powerful aſpect, might ſeemingly 
give cauſe of ; apprehenſion for Peace and 
Mercy. On the other ſide, the perſon of 
the Holy Ghoſt, all bountiful and gracious, 
might 3 give no leſs room for appre- 
henſion to Truth and Juſtice. So chat the 
perſun of the Son, between both, was. wiſely 
accepted as mediator in the important work. 
This however, muſt be underſtood, not in a 


1 ſtrict ſenſe, but a Mmyſtieal and aſlumed onc. 


Thus then wWas at length fulfilled that. Pra- 
phecy of the Pſalmiſt, Mercy and, Irnth 
met together 5 Juſtice and peace Kided 
$a *;each athere.! Plal. JxxXaF. . + fed © 
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Thus much may fiifiee for a pious medi- = 
1; tation on what, we may devoutly cone ewe, 
| might probably paſs in heaven refutung 40 3 


man's fedemption. = 
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* 
Of the life of- the 22 Virgin Mary, « and Wo 
| her ſeven en to Go]. a 


H E life of the Holy Virgin (eme When . 
the Son of God took fleſir) will afford 
our devotion ample matter of tmeditation, = « 
You are then to know, chriſtian rẽœader, tha 
at the third year of her age, ſhe Was preſen- 
red in the temple a facrifice to God; and 
there remained to the age of ſülrrteen. 
What was her method of life in chat Holy 
fanctuary, during tlrat ſpace of time, we 
| may learn from the Reytlations, with which 
F the favoured a_devout votary of hers: Who 
| | (as it is believed) was the-glorious St. EI r- 


ZABETH, whoſe folemn beltital the church 
annually celebrates. Among the reſt the 
following particulars © contained. $3 
When my parents (ſays out” bleflza 
Lay). had conſttrated 1 me in the temple; 


ſooner were they departcd from me, 
| than 


1 
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than F reſolved in my own heart to chuſe 


God for my facher: and often and de- 
voutly ruminating what I might db to 
r God, and render moyfe "agreeable 


in his fight, that he might vouchafe to en- 
„rich me with his grace; I began by takitis 
are to be inſtrülcted in che divine” W. 
But of all the divine laws which ob- 
< ſerved in my heart, theſe thret were the 
© firſt and chief: „Thou ſhalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy- heart, With AlL 
6e thy dul, wich all thy ſpirit, «with all thy 
e ſtrength: Thou ſhalt love chy nech 
ce as thyſelf: Thou ſhalt not Hate thy 
« enemy.” * Theſe I kept in my did 

and immediately polleſſed all the virtues 
compriſed in them: and thus will I have 
you do. But the ſoul can poſſeſs no virtue, 
© that lias not a cordial love for God. Tor 
© it is from this love that flows the plenti- ; 
titude of all grace; without which no vir- 
© tne can enter Pine nor remain in the {6ul ; f 
© but drops away like water, unleſs due Ha- 
© ted be conceived: towards: its enemies, 
© that is, ' vice and evil habits. "Whoever 
therefore is deſirous of *pofſefling antt't re- 


4 


b —__ the grace of God matt diſpoſe 


«their hearts to love and hatredd. I Will 
therefore, that you follow my example, 
and do as T did. I riſe conſtantly at mid- 
4 night, and before the holy” altar of the 
nr mY © temple, 


{ THE LITE OF 


<'temple, with all the deſire; will, and af- 
* fection I was capable of, and knew how] 
to practiſe, I implored the grace of Al- 
mighty God to obſerve thoſe three great 
© commandments chiefly, and every other 
precept of his law. And thus before the 
0 ſacred altar I made tlie followin 8 * ſeven 
petitions. 
] requeſted chen firſt his grace, to Fatt 
N the precept of charity, that is, to love him 
4 with all my heart, &. 
*, Secondly, The grace neceſſity.” to re 

g my neighhour according to his will and 
+ pleaſure, and to dept? in all hinge this: 
pleaſe him. 

. © Thirdly, His Wen to hare and un 
c every thing diſpleaſing to him. 

* Fourthly, Humility, patience, benigniry, 
1. and meckneſs, and every virtue chat 
75 coulg render me agreeable in his fight. -* . 

Indy, That he would make known 

T to me the time in which that ever-bleſſed 
© virgin ſhould be born, who was to bring 

C © forth the fon of God: and that he would 


I preſerve my ſight that I might behold 


her; my tongue that I might Peace her: 
7 my hands that I might miniſter. to her : 
my feet that. I might, oye s in ke ate 
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2 and my knees that I might adore the Son 
7 8 of God in her womb. - 

= * Sixthly, I implor'd his grace, to hey 
t the precepts and direction of the Feel me 
r  4.che temple. -- 

: And Seventhly, That he would KR 
N © ſafe to preſerve the temple and people 3 in 


f 

his holy ſervice.” 
it ; The ſervant of Crit, when ſhe heard 
n ? this; fail: O- moſt amiable lady, was not 
F vou full of grace and every virtue?” 
'E Fes, anſwer' d- the bleſſed Virgin: © Yet 
da ' © know for certain, that I thought myſelf as 
2t void of merit, as full of ouilt, and as un- 
.. = *< worthy God's fayour as you. For which 
in © * reaſon I continued thus aſking for grace 

= < and virtue. And farther, however you 
y, may imagine me to have poſſeſs 'd all the 


lat grace I was endow'd with, with little or 
, WM * no pains; yet be aſſured that I received no 
| done grace, gift, or virtue from Heaven, 
„without immenſe labour, inceflant. prayer, 
6. feryent deſires, profound devotion, many 
tears, and much affliction: Ever ſaying 
and thinking, to the beſt of my knowledge 
and power! "what was moſt -agrecable- to 
him. Nor did I receive any bleſling from 
Heaven avithout all this, except the Kancti- 
3 fins grace by which I was made holy in 
KH 'the womb of my mother. Know allo, 
4 * e, that no grace defe 2 
oul 


16 THE UEIHEE OF 


ul, but by means of prayer and. nent. 
cation.“ However, when once WE pay to 
God all che littie ſervices in our power, 
though they are hut few, they are of ſuch 
efficacy as to attract the Almi ghty. himſelf 
into the foul;-and with him the moſt. in ſome 
giſts. Inſomuch that the: ſoul ſeems ſublime 
meaſure to be carried out of itſelf, and for- 
gets the having done or even laid any es 
pleaſing to Heaven, and becomes more un- 
worthy and contemptible in its own eſteem 
than ever. Thus much may we, gather n 
the above mentioned Revelationsssx U 
St. Hierom however, in the account * 
gives us of hex. life, adds: That it was the 
6, conſtant. method of the bleſled Virgin to 
continue fix d in prayer from the morning 
to the third hour. From the third hour 
to the ninth ſhe employed herſelf in ma- 
« nual exerciſes. At the ninth again ſhe re- 


turn'd to prayer, nor ſuffer'd any thing to 
interrupt her devotions till call d upon by 
che angel who attended her, to receive her 
*, uſnal neceſſary Refection: And even then, 
from his celeſtial converſe, ſhe improy'd-m 
the love and ſervice of her beloved maſter. 
der ar ever found the firſt at the ſacred 
vigils and watches of the temple, | 
vers d in the knowledge of the ie 
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. by pride or offentive behaviour. She 
was ever intent on praiſing God: and leſt 
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in che Royal Pfalmiſt s divine canticles, the 
Unſtrious in charity, the moſt inno- 
— pure, and the moſt perfect. in every 
virtue. She was immoveably conſtant in 
goodmeſs, yet Was never ſeen or heard to 
be moroſe or peeviſh at the failings of her. 
6. ions as were leſs perfect. Every 
© word: of cher's had in it ſuch a ſingular; 
plenitude of grace, that ſomething. of di- 
vine appear Ain in all ſhe ſaid. She was ever; 
perſeverent in prayer, and the ſtudy of, 
God's laws: and ever watchful, over the 
conduct of her companions Aut, none of 
them exceed in ſpeech, or break out; 
into inordinate mirth, or diſguſt each other 
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the greetings, which neighbourly charity 
d her to uſe toy ards thoſe of her O.. 
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In the fourteenth year of her hae: tlie 
pleſſed Virgin was elpoin'd to St. Joſehſi by 
divine 4 ppointment revealed: to. her parents, 
and then The return'd to Nazareth oi con- 
cerning which you may ſee the. particular 
direumſtances in the legend of her birth. 
Such are the fubjects proper to meditate 

on, Which happen'd before tlie incarnation. 
Ca der them. well, and take pleaſure in 
the contemplation of them, committing 
them to your memory with the utmoſt af- 
fe&on,' and practiſe them with all diligence, 
d matters of the ſublimeſt devotion. But 
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to Murarethi, Almighty God call'd to him the 
angel Gabriel, and ſaid to him; Go to our 

£ beſt beloved daughter Mary, eſpous'd to 
5 Joſeph, the deareſt to us of all our crea- 
* tures, and tell her that my {on delights in 
her form, and hath' choſen her for his mo: 


cher. Requeſt her to receive him joyfully : 


for I have decreed to fave mankind by her 
means, and to blot out of my memory the 
injury they have done me.! 

And ers (gentle reader) let me once 
more repeat my former advice: Be mindful 
and take ſuch notice of what you read as to 
render yourſelf as if it were preſent to every 
paſſage herein related. Bur, particularly in 


this place, fix God before your imagination, 


in the beſt manner a corporeal being is ca- 
pable of conceiving an idea of his incorpo- 
real ſubſtance. Conceive him; that is, as a 
mighty ſovereign, ſeated on his awful throne, 
the paternal and benign affability of whoſe 
majeſtie countenance ſpoke in him a diſpoſi- 
tion towards ee ee or rather recon- 
ciliation itſelf: Imagine him, I ſay, thus diſ- 
poſed to utter the above-mentioned words, 
while Gabriel, with ſerene and chearful aſ- 
pet; proftate on his knees, in a devout and 
reverent poſture liſtens attentive to the di- 
vine embaſſy. That received, away the an- 
gelic meſſenger haſtens from the celeſtial re- 
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| Sanne and 1 in the borrowed dreſs of humin 
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20 THE LIFE OF 
likeneſs, quick us ein fe preſents himſelf 
before the holy Virgin in the inmoſt 
receſs of her mietle habitdtion. Vet not ſo ex- 
5 was his flight, but that the bleſſed 

rinity, preventing their embaſſador, were 
in the happy manſion before him. 

For this you muſt take along with you; 
that though the perſon of the Son alone was 
made man, yet the whole ſacred Trinity was 
concerned in his incarnation. The Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt co-operating alike in this 
auguſt and unutterable myſtery. Here then 
be ſpecially attentive, and as if preſent to 
every thing that is ſaid and done, endeavour 
to comprehend every cireumſtarice that 
paſſes. Oh, hat ſcope! may not this ſub- 
ject afford your devout — What 
reflections may you not gather from that 
little manſion where ſuch perſonages are 
aſſembled, and ſuch ineffable myſteries 
wrought by them. For though the ſacred 
Trinity be undoubtedly always every- where 
preſent; yet in this place, at this juncture, 
it was preſent in a more ſingular and in- 
effable manner than uſual, on account of the 
ſupernatural and unſpeakable work then and 


there effected. The angel Gabriel then ar- 


rived at the holy n arid entering to 
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three divine perſons, 8 
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the bleſſed Virgin, thus the faithful proxy 
began lis meſlage. Hail, full of grace! 
the Lord is with thee : Bleſſed art © thou 
«-among' women.” To which, not a little 
diſturbed, ſhe made no anſwer. Her diſ- 
turbance however, proceeded not from any 
guilty diſorder within her; neither could it be 
occafioned by the angelical viſion, ſach kind 
— of viſits being, from thei rfrequency, become 
familiar to her. But, to ſpeak in the words 
0 of the Evangeliſt, She was diſturbed at 
* the angel's ſpeech.” That is, puzzled in 
thought at the novelty of this ſalutation, ſo 
unlike his uſual manner of greeting her. 
Nor could the humble Virgin be other than 
dauiſturbed at the triple commendation in- 
: > cluded in his angelical ſalutation. To hear 
f herſelf commended, for that ſhe was full of 
grace, that the Lord was with her, that her- 
ſelf was bleſſed above the reſt of her fex, was 
more than one ſo rich in humility could hear 
weithout a bluſh of concern. Her diſcom- 
„ paoſure then was wholly the effect of a vir- 
- | tuous/and becoming baſhfulneſs ; accompa- 
nie d with a fear of too eaſily givin g into tlie 
| belief of what ſhe heard. Not that ſhe in 
dhe leaſt miſtraſted the angel's veracity; but 
> AF becauſe tis ever the faculty of tlie truly 
2 XR hwmmble to tend to perfection, by examining 
into, and magnifying their defects while 
they either remain wholly inſenſible of any 
merit 
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mexit in themſelves, or ſee it thro the leſſeri- 


ing end of che perſpective. Thus, as be- 
comes a prudent, fearful, and modeſt Vir- 
gin, our bleſſed lady remained ſilent, return- 
ing no anſwer to the angelicatł ſalutation; as 
if not knowing what to reply. Learn from 
her example the ſtudy and practice of ſi- 
lence:; à virtue of the greateſt utility to ſuch 
as are endowed with it. Ihe vice contrary 
to which is ſo odious in all, but eſpecially in 
women, and more in young ones and vir- 
gins; that this ſacred patern of modeſty 
could not prevail on herſelf to malte any 
anſwer till the had heard. the angel twice ut- 
ter his myſterious meſſage ; nor even then 
could ſhe have reſolved to break through her 
-wonted ſilence, but that the ſacred meſſen- 


ger, apprized of the cauſe of her deſpon- 


dency, encouraged her in the following 


words: Fear not, Mary; nor be con- 
cerned at the encomiums I render you. 


Vhy ſhould your modeſty bluſli to receive 


« the praiſes juſtly due to you? Lou are not 


only full 51 grace yourſelf, but even born 


to be the means of reſtoring all mankind 


To to the grace of God, which they had loſt. 
For behold you ſhall; conceive and bring 


forth the 3 of the Moſt High, who has 


choſen you to be an oe. Wdkt ite of the ſal- 
vation deſtined to all who put their truſt in 
90 him. This ſaid, the bleſſed virgin, waving 


= 


| ſence, and contempl 


JES UW CHRIST. 23 
the ſubject of her praiſes, was ſolicitous to 
know the manner in which all this could be 
done : which ſhe could not but be anxious 
about, on account of her virginity, which ſhe 
was reſolved never to part with. Wherefore 
ſhe requeſted the angel to acquaint her with 
the manner of the conception, in the fol- 
lowing words: How ſhall this be effected 
upon me who have dedicated myſelf to God 
in a vow of perpetual virginity ? © Twill 
be done (replied the angel) by the ſingu- 
lar and ineffable operation of the Holy 
© Ghoſt; by whoſe power you wilk be re- 
© pleniſhed, and conceive without prejudice 
to your virginity : and therefore will your 


s ſon be called the fon of God. For nothing 


is to him impoſſible. In proof of Which 
© know that by the ſame power of God, your 
kinſwoman Elizabeth, tho' old and barren, 
is now fix months gone in her en 
* of a male child. 28) 1 

"Here conceive yourſelf in the divine pre- 
ate how the bleſſed Tri- 
nity; graciouſly waiting the anſwer and con- 
ſent. oft their beloved dau ghter, were de- 
lighted' to behold her oraceful decency of 
behaviour, and the modeſty of her expreſ- 
ſions. Wich what wiſdom and attention 
the angel employs his heavenly eloquence to 
perſuade her, and with what ſweetneſs, re- 


verence, and mares he bends before her 
- AS 


-- 
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and attentively obſerving her words,. 


— 
—— — - 


dignity, „ his office and the will of the Al- 
nighty.. And finally with what a becoming 
degree of deportment, mixed with a grace- 


tal baſhſulneſs of countenance, ſhe receives, 


the ſudden and ſurpriſing meſſage without 
being elated by it: but attributes bol to 
the divine grace the wonderful encomiums 
beſtowed on her, though ſuch as were . 
ver given to any mortal beſides. 
Conſider attentively chis, and en "iS 
ſo great a pattern, to behave, with. modeſty . 
and humility: * without which, purity it- 
ſelf is of little. Gignification.. But to return 
to our ſubject. f 


«4 Wea, Ct 


The blelled Virgin, after hearing the bg 
mentioned words of the angel, with ici 


- dence equal to the reſt of her ins Is 
her. conſent : and (as her revelations dec = 
kneeling. with her hands joined in, a devout 
poſture. "ad; „ Behold. the band-maid, of. 
*« of, our. Lord: Be it done to me according 
to thy word. In the fame, individ in- 
ſtant the — of Gov, paſſed, intire Jon. the. 
Virgin's womb, took fleſh. of her, and fill 
remained intixe in . eſſence of ob Father. 
Sen 042 41 Howe 
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ta reply them in a manner becoming her 
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JESUS CHRIST. 23 
However you may for piety's fake ima ine, 


that the Son of God undettaking this labo- 


rious embaſſy of obedience, reclined and re- 
commended himſelf to the Father, and that 
in the ſame inflant his foul was created and 


" infutfed into the womb of his Mother: ſo 


that tho? he afterwards grew in the womb as 
naturally as other children are wont to do; 
yet he received not like them any increaſe 
of faculties in his foul, or diverſity in limbs; 
being then as perfect God and perfect man, 
as wife and powerful as he is now. But to 
return to the angel: Gabriel, to accompany 
the bleſſed Virgin in her devotion, kneeled 
awhile, and then, riſing, profoundly bent 
himſelf to her in a reſpectful manner to take 
his leave, after which he vaniſhed immedi- 
ately. The bleſſed Virgin now alone all in 
raptures, and more than uſually inflamed 
with the love of God, began to be ſenfible of 
her pregnancy. Wherefore throwing her- 
ſelf again upon her knees, ſhe returned God 
thanks for ſo great a favour, and with mott 
humble and fervent inſtance beſreched him to 
vouchſate hey on inſtructions neceſſary to ren- 
der her eapable of acting her part by her ſon 
free Fan day defect or e cen. ul 
Mieditate then on the greatneſs of this day's 
ſolemaity. Let your heart rejoice ;: and the 
day be crowned. with holy mirth : à day. 
hitherto unheard. af * che beginning of 
or Ee 9 
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time: day devoted to the honour of God 
the Father, "as celebrates the nuptialsof His 
Son, eſpòuſed to human nature which he 


has inſeperably united to himſelf. A day 
ſacred-t6-the wedding of the divine Son, and 
to his entrance into the virginal "womb, thro' 
Which he is to paſs into the world. A day 


ſolemiſ to the Holy Ghoſt by whole ſingular 
and wonderful co-operation the work of 


the incarnation was effected; and whoſe ex- 


traordinary benignity, this day, began to 


ſhew itſelf to mankind. A day of glory to 
our bleſſed Lady, who on the fame was ac- 


knowledged-and aſſumed by the Father for a 


Daugliter; by the Son for. a Mother; by the 
Holy Ghoſt for a Spouſe. A day of rejoicing 


to * whole heavenly choir, on account of 
the work of their reparation commencing 
from it but more eſpecially to mankind on 


account of their ſalvation, redemption and 


recohciliation; for on this day properly was 
the whole human nature exalted an deifiod. 

Ontthis day the Son ſubmitted to the new 
command: of his Father in the work of our 


falvation: On this day, coming ſorth from 


5 5 the higheſt heayens, he exulted like a giant 


© in the race, and centered in the virginal 
gartlen of his mother's womb. On this day 


ge was made one of us, and beconuüng our 


brother, : he begun to ſojourn among us. 


On: this:day<the FO igkt deſtended from 


Sn heaven 
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zd heaven to expel away our darkneſs, and dif 

118 perſe the clou ds of our Ignorance, On cis 
he day the bread of life, Which enlivens the 
ay world, was truly perfected in the facred en- 
ad cure of the Ae womb; and the word 
0 was made fleſh to dwell amongſt us. Lally, 

ay On this day the long-con tinucd cries of the 
lar holy patriarchs and prophets were heard, 
of and their fervent deſires fully accompliſhed. 
X They cried aloud, with carneſtneſs not to be 
to expreſſed, and ſaid, “ Send forth, O Lord, 
to « the lamb, the ruler of the earth.” Ja. 
AC- % xvi. Dropdew ye heavens from above; 

ra « and 5 the clouds rain the juſt.“” Chap. 
he 3 xlv. * Would, O God, thou wouldſt burſt 
ng „ the heavens aſunder and deſcend.“ Chap. 
of | Ixiv. © 5 Lord, inclme thy heavens, and 
ng. $ © deſcend.” Plat. cx. © Shew us thy 
on. face, and we ſhall be laved.” Ibid. Ixxix. 
md ö Theſa. with infinite others of like nature (to 
was 1 en be y writ) were their repeated in- 
.. ander for the approach of tne folemn day, 
e which they ſo ar de ntly expected. This day 
mar. gave the firſt beginning to every joyful ſo- 
AY lemnity: and is the only true fource of all 
nt our real happineſs. For though hitherto Al- 
nal mighty God has been juſtly infenſed againſt 
lay mankind, for the trangreſſion of their firſt 
ye. bprogenitors; yet from this time his anger 
uss againſt them ſhall ccaſe at the ſight of his 


only Son made man for their redemption. 
| E 2 Hence 
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Hence is this day fo juſtly ſtiled the * fulneſs 
of time;* that is, a time of grace and re- 
demption to man. And hence alſo may we 
deem the wonderful greatneſs of this moſt 


ſolemn and ineffable myſtery, where all is 


profitable and ſweet, all is gay and decent, 
all is pleaſing and deſirable; in a word, 
where all is fo ſublimely ſacred, that it re- 
quires our inmoſt deyotion to treat of it, our 
pureſt tranſports to ſolemniſe it, and our pro- 
foundeſt vencration to adore it. Let ſuch 
then be the heads of your meditation ; make 
them the ſcope of all your pleaſure; and 
chuſe them for your frequent and favorite 


amuſement. For who knows but the Lord 


may recompence your pious practice with 
more ample ſcenes of heavenly knowledge ? 


Pd 
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Our bleſſed, Lady viſits her couſin St. Eliza- 
beth, in whoſe houſe the Magnificat and 
Benidictus were compoſed, 


UR bleſſed Lady, having conceived by 
the Holy Ghoſt, and the incal nation of 


the Son of God being fully accompliſhed in 
her ſacred womb, recalling to mind what the 
angel had told her concerning her. couſin 


Eltzabeth, 


Land amy A OA FLY abs aa 


11 


12 a- 
and 


1 by 
u of 
Ain 
the 
uſin 


| band of armed folders, 


OY every 
The Lord of Hoſts indeed was her inſepe— 


JESUS HNr. 29 


Elizabeth, ſhe reſolved to viſit her; and 
this not merely to congratulate with her on 
her happy pregnancy, but rather to aſſiſt her 
at her approaching delivery. Wherefore, in 
company with her beloved ſpouſe St. Joſchl, 
ſhe immediately ſet out on her journey from 
the little city of Nazareth, towards the 
houſe of St. Eliaabeth, which was near Jeru- 


ſalem, and about ſeventy miles diſtant irom 


Nazareth, Neither the length of the jour- 
ney, nor the labours of the way could deter 
her from her pious reſolution; but without 
delay ſhe went on with all ſpeed, that ſhe 
might not appear long abroad. Nor was 
ſhe, like other women in her condition, in 
the leaſt burdened by the divine infant ſhe 
bore in her womb: No, her ſacred load was 
no incumbrance to her, And now by the 
way accompany in mind this bleſſed couple. 
The ever-glorious virgin, queen of heaven 
and earth, with her beloved ſpouſe proceeds 
on her journey ; not on a pampered horle, 
or gilded carr, not e{corted by a military 
not triumphant 
amidſt a pompeus crowd of nobles, not ſur- 
rounded with a glittering tribe of courtly 
damſels. Poverty, humility, modeſty, with 
graceful virtue, were all their train, 


rable companion, attended by his glorious 
court, far outſhining all the ſplendor of the 
| V ainly 
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vainly pompous ſons of earth. Come at 
length to their journey's end, ſhe entered 
the: houſe of Zachary, and finding there her 
couſin, Elizabeth, ſaluted her, faying ; Hail 
my dear couſin Elizabeth. Elizabeth 
vehemently animated by the Holy Ghoſt, 
with tranſports of joy, {trait aroſe, and ten. 
derly embracing her, cried aloud : “ Blefled 
«© art thou amongſt women, and blefled is 


the fruit of thy womb. And whence is 


this to me, that the mother of my Lord 


&© doth come to viſit me.” Luke i. The 


words of the ſalutation were no ſooner gra- 
ciouſly uttered by our bleſſed Lady, than 
they pierced even to the bowels of St. Eli- 
zabeth, inflaming both mother and ſon with 
the divine ſpirit. Nor was the mother in- 


flamed before her fon, but he, firſt reple- 


niſhed himſelf, repleniſhed allo his parent; 
not operating any thing new within her, 
but rather meriting that ſomething divine 
ſhould be wrought "within her ſoul, by the 


operation of the Holy Ghoit : Inſomuch that 


the grace of the Holy Paraclete was more 
abundantly diffuſed in him, and he firſt was 
ſenſible of its bleſſed effects. Thus, as ſhe 


outwar dly perceived, the preſence; of the 
holy virgin, he inwardly was affected by the 
approach of his Lord. Wherefore he = 
ted for joy, and; ſhe prophecieds | Conſider 


hence of how great torce and efficacy mull: 
le 
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Our Bleſſed Lady 


1 


f vereign and ineffable bleſſings received. 


1E s —_ 


CHRIST. 


37 


the Words of the bleſſed Virgin be, that the 
Ghoſt ſhould deign to communicate 


Holy 
himſelf: at the bare utterance of them. 
- herſelf was fo copiouſly filled with him, that 
the fame divine ſpirit in and through her, 


repleniſhed others. The Virgin Mary, after 


For 


hearing the ſalutation of Elizabeth, replied 


| A "to her: 


* My foul doth magnify” 


our. Lord, and my ſpirit hath rejoĩced in 


God my Saviour,” 
divine cantiele. 


This ended, 


with the reſt of that 
they both 


prepare to fit down; when a holy conten- 
tion aroſe: between them, not occaſioned bv 
ceremonious inſincerity, but from an inborn 


humility. 


The ſacred Virgin, greateſt in 


chat virtue, as well as in di gnity, would: 
have {ſeated herſelf below Elizabeth, at her 
feet; and Elizabeth; conſcious of the majeſty 
| of her gueſt, would have placed herſelf be- 


neath hats: 


But at lengeh, both modeſtly. 


yielding to each other, they ſeated themſelves 
together ſide by ſide. 
was ſucceeded by equally - -pious -greetings,. 
and mutual interrogations -conterning the 
muyſtery of each other's: conception, » which: 
cach t to the other revealed, giving the glory: 


divine 


The 


pious debate 


Lor it to God; and crowning the day, with 
praiſes and thankſgiving for the ſo- 


2 continued with Ekzabeth” 
che face of ehre months, helping and affiſt- 
4 ed zee. 5e n170 ce cg; 


che only great privilege he enjoyed. Manx 
otdbers might be named, 
reign to our preſent purpoſe. 
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ing her as far as ſhe was able, with all devo- 
tion, humility, and veneration, ſeeming to 
forget the greatneſs of her own dignity, and 
that ſhe was the choſen mother of God, and 
the ſovereign queen of the world. Oh, 
what a heavenly houſe ; what bleſſed cham- 
bers! What an Inimacaline bed. was that, 
which contained ſuch ſacred parents, preg- 
nant with ſuch celeftial infants; Mary and 
Elizabeth, Jeſus and John, guarded and at- 
tended by thoſe truly great and venerable. 
ME, Joſe 70 and Zachary. 

When Elizabeth's time was expired, ſhe 
was happily delivered of a fon, which our, 
bleſted lady received in her arms, and care- 
fully ſwaddled; performing, with virginal 
tenderneſa, the neceſſary little offices ſuitable 
to the occaſion. The infant, as if acquainted 
with the majeſty of his ſacred nurſe, fixed 
his eyes ſtedfaſtly on her, ſa taken with her 
beauty, r ſhe delivered him again 
to his mother, he ſtill Jaoked: towards her as 
if he could take delight in her alone; while 
the, on the other fide, continued graciouſly 
playing with him, embracing him, and che- 
riching him with her heavenly lips. What 
exceſs of honour was not this bor 8 *. Join! 
Wbat pure mortal, beſides himſelf, was Ver 
blelel with ſuch a nurſe? Yet. this is not 
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Q- On the eighth day the child was circum- 
to died and called John. Then was, the mouth 
nd ol. Zachary opened, and he prophecied, lay- 
1d ing, Bleed ! is the Lord God of ISRAEL, 
h, Kc.“ Thus. were the Magnificat and Be- 
m- nedifus, thoſe two ſublimely beautiful can- 
at, | ticles, compoſed in this houſe. In the mean 
0 time, while the latter was ſinging, our bleſſed 
nd Lady, virgin-like, to avoid being gazed on by 
ar- the men who. were preſent, on account of 
ble. the ceremony, kept retired in a ſecret part 


of the chamber, where, unſcen, the could 
hear what paſſed; and there devoutly liftencd 
to the pr ophecics uttered concerning her di- 
vine ſon; carefully and wiſely depoſiting the. 
Whole 1 in her heart. At en taking leave 6 


ihnen 


plet ng to John, ſhe returris to her on 
humble habitation at Nazareth. Here again, 
devout reader, contemplate her poverty in 
anather thape. She returns home: But to 
what. heme? To a home unprovided with 
meat. or drink: to a home deſtitute of every 
necellary. of life, But this was a triffing uu⸗ 
eaſimeſs, had ſhe either eſtate or money, or 
other means. to procure her a chearful refi⸗ 
4 denee there. : But, Alas! that ſhe is a ſtraniger 
o.. She has remained; now three months 
1 Wich er relations, probably 1 in no mean cir- 
"Xx <praſtances: and yet now, not with regret, 
1 85 4 bende of. her own atcord, - ſhe re- 
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treats to her former ſtate of poverty, and to 
gain a narrow ſubſiſtance with her own 
hands. Oh! Chriſtian ſoul, compaſſionate 
{1ch- greatneſs in ſuch great diſtreſs; and 
learn from ſo great an example, the poverty 
of ſpirit you ought to have. 


r 
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St. Joſeph thought of diſmiſf ng the bleſſed 
Virgin; and God Suffers hs beloved to 
be Micled. | 


HEN our bleſſed 1 and — n 
had been ſome time at home, and 
Jeſus had viſibly grown in his mother's 
womb, St. Zo/epþh\could not but perceive the 
pregnancy. of this heavenly parent; which, 
with the conſciouſneſs of his own purity, 
tung his ſoul to the quick with immens 
griefs 
If it ſhould ſeem firimge to you that Chriſt 
would have his mother eſpouſed, notwith- 
ſtanding ſhe was to remain always a virgin; 
chere are three very natural reaſons to be aſ- 
ligned. Fiyſt, That her pregnancy might 
not ſubject: her to infamy. Secondly, That 


the care and company of a man might guard 


her from, infults. 7; nag That che veil of 
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marriage might elude the devil's enquir 
into the myſtery of the incarnation. 

Joſebhi then frequently obſerved his ſpouſe, 
but never without grief and conſuſion; nor 
could he help ſhewing his concern in the 
diſturbance of his countenance; often turning 
his eyes from her as from a criminal, whom 
he ſuſpected of adultery. Hence learn how 
God permits thoſe whom he loves, to be af- 
flicted in this life, and how he prepares them 
for the crown of glory, by means of temp- 
tation. 117 | 

Amidſt his concern, however, he was not 
ſo loſt to moderation, but that he was con- 
triving how to diſmiſs her privately, without 
hurt to her perſon or reputation. Here it 


may, be truly ſaid that his praiſe is in the 


goſpel : it is there ſaid that“ he was a juſt 
man:“ and great indeed does his virtue 
appear on this occaſion. For though com- 
monly ſpeaking, the greateſt provocation a 
man has to ſhame, grief, and exceſs of mad- 
neſs, is the infidelity. of his wife; yet he 
knew ſo well to moderate his paſſion by vir- 


tue, that he would not fo much as accuſe a 
| wife whom he thought guilty; but choſe pa- 


tiently to ſtifle the injury, and rather to 


conquer by goodneſs, than overcome by re- 
venge: and, being too juſt not to deſire to 
ſeparate from a criminal, he was like wiſe too 
merciful not to ſpare the reputation of one, 
Who was to be pitied if frail. 
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Nor was our bleſſed Lady without her ſhare 


of tribulation : ſhe could not but obſerve his 
diſturbance ; and-could not but be diſturbed - 


with it herfelft{ Nevertheleſs ſhe humbly 
kept peace, and concealed the. giſt of God, 


rather chuſing to be reputed a ſinner, than 
to reveal the divine {ecret, and ſay that of 
herſelf which might be diſcredited as an 


empty boaſt, contrived to palliate a real of- 


tence. All her recourſe was to God, beſeech- 


ing him to apply his healing balm of com- 
tort to the troubled ſouls of herſelf and 
{pouſe. Hence gather what inexpreſlible 
grief and anxiety thefe two bleſſed per- 
ſonages were in! But the ſame Lord, who 
wiſely permitted them to be tried, merci- 


fully relieved them both in time of need, 


{ending an angel to Joſeph in a dream, to 
inform him that his ſpouſe had conceived by 


virtue of the Holy Ghoſt, and that he ſhould . 


lay aſide all Fe Pra of leaving her ; and or- 


dering him to diſtruſt her no more, but to 


remain with her in all love, peace, and alac- 
rity. Thus, their diſquiet ceaſing, a ſove- 
reign conſolation taok place in their breaſts. 


And the ſame would happen to us, if we 
knew how to arm ourſelves with patience, in 
the day of trial: For it is a neyer-failing ef- 
tect of the divine bounty to calin the breaſts. | 
of {uch as behave with courage in the tem- 
peſt of affliction.” Nor ought y we in the leaſt... | 


to 
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to doubt it; for he is too tender of his elect 


to ſuffer them to undergo the leaſt tribula- 


tion but what tends to their advantage. 


St. Joſeph, after this, enquired modeſtly 


into 'the particulars. of this miraculous con- 


ception, which the humble Virgin faithtully 
related to him : and he remained thenceſor- 


ward with his bleſſed ſpouſe with the utmoſt 


joy and content. Thus both jointly rejoiced in 


their common poverty; he taking the tendereſt 
care of her, and cheriſhing her with chaſte 


affection; and ſhe honouring him with mo- 
deft confiderice and ſpotleſs love. 2 
In che mean time, 7eſus remained enclo 
in his mother's womb, like other children 
during the {pace of nine months, patiently 
and benignly waiting the due time. Reflect 
then, -and compaſſionate him, who, for your 
fake, reduced himſelf to ſo abject a ſtate of 
humiliation. How careſully then ought we 
to ſtudy to ſecure to ourſelves the polleſti ion 
of this amiable virtue! And how little does 


it become us to follow our ambition, and to 


{well with the vain deſire of reputation and 


fame, when the Lord of Majeſty conde- N 
ſcended to ſtoop to fo humble a ſtate! Can | 
we ever make a ſufficient acknowledgmant., 
to him for this ſecond proof he gives us, , 


this tedious impriſonment, of the exceſs of, 
his love for us? At leaſt, let us make him a 
cordial acknowledgment of it, and with the 


utmoſt 
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utmoſt fervour- of our hearts, return him 
thanks for having choſen us from among the 
f Chriſtians to make him the ſlender 
>xetribution of retreating from the vanities of 
the world, to attend to his ſervice. It is true, 
we owe it wholly to the gift of his divine 
grace, not to any merit of ours; and yet he 
is pleaſed to look upon it as highly accept- 
able and grateful. Nor ought a chriſtian's 
retreat to be deemed a puniſhment, but-a 
ſafeguard. For, being fafely placed within 
our pious retirement, the impoiſoned darts, 
or tempeſtuous waves of this profligate 
world, in vain attempt to reach us, unleſs 
we raſhly expoſe ourſelves to them. Let us 
then, with alb our power, and with the 
greateſt purity of heart, endeavour to enjoy 
the bleſſing, by locking up our thoughts, 
and abſtracting our minds from all that is 
tranſitory. For little will it avail for the 
body to be ſeparated from worldly com- 
merce, while the mind or heart remains at- 
tached to it. | 07 #17 v1 
Learn hkewiſe to compaſſionate our Lord 
Jeſus for this that from the moment of his 
conception to that of his death, his ſufferings 
were continual, inaſmuch as he knew, that 
bis divine Father, whom he infinitely loved, 
was, and would. be diſhonoured and poſt- 
oned to the meaneſt of his creatures; and 
inaſmuch as he ſaw thoſe unhappy foul 
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(which were cr-ated to his own likeneſs, and 
which he compaſſionaly loved) miſerably and 
almoſt univerſally plunge themſelves in their 
own damnation. And his affliction and tor- 
ture was ſo much ſuperior to his bodily ſuf- 
; ferings, as it was the cauſe of them. For 
che latter he ſubmitted to, purely to remove 
the former. What plentiful and rich provi- 
ſions of ſpiritual 'food are here laid beforc 
you for contemplation! Taſte chem then: 
and, if you wiſh to relith perfectly the fweet- 
neſs of them, partake. of - them with fre- 
quency, diligence, and devotion. 
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Of the Nativity of Jeſus Chriſt. . 


"HE term then of nine months, from 
4 the time of che conception of our 
bleſſed Redeemer, being near expired, an 
edict was publithed By the Emperor Augujtus 
Cz/ar, thronghout all his dominions, where- 
by he ordereeall his ſubjects to repair to the 
reſpective places of their birth; there to have 
their names enrolled. In conformity to 
which, 7e, being à native of Bethlehem, 
prepared to go thither: and perceiving that 
the time drew near for his beloved ſpouſe to 
bring forth her bleſſed Son, he reſolved upon 
31231] | TW taking 
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taking her along with him: Here a ſecond 
time our bleſſed Lady undertakes a fatiguing 
journey: the city of Bethlehem being within 
five. or ſix miles of Jeruſalem, and near ſe- 
venty diſtant from Nazareth. All they took | 
with them was an ox and an aſs, with which 
they travelled on in the lowly appearance of 
{uch who deal in that kind of animals. Come 
at length to the city of Bethlehem, they found 
there ſo great a multitude, of people, who 
had reſorted thither from all parts, on the 
lame occaſion, that, by reaſon of their ex- 
treme poverty and diſtreſs, they found no 
reception for themſelves in the inn. Here 
let tenderneſs excite you to compaſſion to- 
wards the auguſt perſonage of this young 
and delicate Virgin. Conſider her at the age 
of fifteen, wearied with the labours of a de- 
dious journey, confuſed, terrified and abaſh'd, 

amidſt a crouded populace: ſhe ſeeks, to no 
purpoſe, à place of reſt; and, every where 
refuſed admittance for herſelf and ſpouſe, is 
at laſt reduced to recur for ſhelter , to a 
homely ſhed, the uſual refuge of perſons 


Cirpriſed by-ſudden ſtorms. of rain. In this 


place we may ſuppoſe. St. Joſeph, who was 
by profeſſion a carpenter, might probably 
have made a kind of partition, or ſmall en- 
cloſure for themſelves, in which he fixed a 
rack and manger for the conveniency of 
their beaſts. And now | earneſtly in- 
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treat you to be ſeduouſly attentive to every 


thing that paſſes, concerning this ſubject, 
chiefly becauſe what I am now going to re- 
late, I had from a*deyout and k zoly man of 
uidoubted credit, to whom I believe it was 
revealed by the bleſſed Virgin herſelf. 

The expected hour of "the birth of the 
Son of God being come, on Sunday towards 
nudnight the holy Virgin, riſing from her 
ſeat, went and decently Tefled herſelf againſt 
a pillar ſhe found eie Foſebh in the 
mean time, ſate penſive and ſorrowful; 
perhaps, becauſe he could not prepare e the 
neceflary accommodations for her. But at 
length, he aroſe too, and taking what hay 
he could find in the manger, he diligently 
ſpread it at our Lady's feet, and then mo- 
deſtly retired to another part. Then the 
eternal Son of God, coming forth from his 


mother's womb, was without hurt or pain, 


to her, transferred in an inſtant from thence, 
to the humble bed of hay, that was prepared 
for him at her feet. His holy Mother, haſtily 
ſtooping down, took him up in ker arms, 
and tenderly embracing him laid him in 
her lap; then through inſtinct of the Holy 
Ghoſt, ſhe began to waſh and bath 55 
with her ſacred milk, with which ſhe was 
moſt amply ſupplied from Heaven: this donc, 


ſhe took the veil from off her head, and 


Wraping Him in it, carefully repoſed him in 
| G the 
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this to her devout votary, ſhe diſappeared, 
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the manger. Here the ox and the aſs, 
kneeling down, and laying their heads over 
the manger, gently breathed upon him; as 
if endowed with reaſon, they were ſenſible, 
that through the inclemency of the Fatin. 
and his poor attire, the bleſſed infant ſtood 


in need of their aſſiſtance to warm and che- 


riſh him. Then the holy Virgin throwing 
herſelf on her knees, adored him. and ren- 
dering thanks to God, ſaid: My Lord 
« and heavenly Father, I return thee moſt 
„ cordial thanks, that thou vouchſaſed of 
* thy bounty to give me thy only Son; and 
I praiſe and worthip thee, O eternal God, 
„together with chee, O Son of the living 
75 God, and mine. 
Joſe 2 like wiſe paid him adoration at the 
fame time; after which he ſtripped the als 
of his laddle, and ſeparating the pillion from 
it, he placed it near the manger ſor the 
bleſſed Virgin to ſit on: but ſhe, ſeating 
herſelf with her face towards the cr ib, made 
ule of that homely cuſhion only to lean on. 


In this poſturg, the Queen of Heaven re- 
mained ſome time immovyeably, keeping her 


eyes and affections ſteadily fixed on, her be- 
loved Son. Thus far of the above-mentioned 
revelations. 

Aſter that our bleſſed Lady had revealed 


and there remained with him an angel of 


God, 


ing to God. 
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God, who fpoke many great things to har 
ſacred praiſe: and the fame were again re- 
lated to me, which J am neicher eapabl- * of 
repeating nor retaining. 

You have hitherto, chriſtian reader been 
preſent at the ſacred birth of the Son of 
God, and beheld the happy delivery of the 
Queen of Heaven, and may have difcovered 
in both theſe myiteries, the true practice of 
ſtrict poverty, in the extreme penury and 
want of many things neceſſary. This moil 
ſublime virtue the Lord of heaven andearth 
firſt brought to its true luſtre. This is that 
evangelical pearl, to obtain which, we muſt 
ſpare no coſt, but muſt purchaſe it at che 
expence of all we have. This is the firſt 
and ſure ſoundation neceſſary to ſupport 
the whole ſpiritual fabrick. For the foul 

eing here clogged with the weight of tem- 

oral goods, is thereby render ed incapable 
of raiſing itlelf on high, and freely aſcend- 
In relation to this St. Francis 
thus fays; * You are to know, Brethrc:, 
that poverty is the ſpiritual way that leads 
© to falvation, as it were, the nuntrimenta] 
* fan of humility, and the ſource of all per- 
fection; tlie fruit of which is concealed 
from end unknown to many. It ought 
; chen to be a ſubject of conſuſion to us that 
e endeavour not with all our ſtrength to 


b * cnibrace 1 it, but on the contrary, load: OuUr- 
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ſelves with the ſur-charge of many ſuper- 
fluous and unneceflary things,” when the 
Lord of heaven, and the bleſſed Virgin his 
Mother, were with the greateſt perfection 
molt ſtrict obſervers: of it. Hence St. Ber- 
ard ſays, The practice of this virtue is 
a jewel which the facility of obtaining has 
rendered of little value in the eſteem of 
mankind. The Son of God being deſi- 
< rous of this virtue, deſcended from _ 
among us, that he might become capable 
of practiſing i it himſelf, and of rendering 
it dear to us by the eſteem he ſet upon it. 
Embelliſh thy heart then as a worthy ſanc- 
tuary of thy heavenly ſponſe, with the 
* virtues of a profound humility and a 
ſtrict poverty: theſe are the ſwaddling 
clothes he takes greateſt delight in, and 
theſe he prefers? (2s the bleſſed Virgin wit- 
neſſes) to the mantles of the richeſt bro- 
* cades. Adorn thy ſoul with them 0 
« chriſtian reader! and make a ſacrifice to 
God of the vanity vf pompous attire, bet- 
© ter ſuiting the pride of heathens, than the 
humble profeſſion of chriſtians.* Thus far 


* 


La) 


St. Bernard. And again in his ſermon on 


the nativity, he ſays; © Almighty, God at 
* length comforts his people. Would you 


* know who are his people? Hear then the 
man according to God's own heart: To 
the poor is com- 
: « mitted, 


8 


thy care,” ſays he, 
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cc mitted, ”..Pfal. And as Chriſt adds in 


the goſpel, Wo unto you that are rich; 


for you have received here your conſo- 
% lation, Luke 2. And how indeed can 
* they expect from him any comfort, Who 
have placed their comfort elſe-where? the 
© tender infancy of 7efus Chrift is no com- 
fort to the loquacious and evil promoters 
of idle diſcourſe; his tœars convey no 
comfortable harmony to thoſe who are in- 
clined to inordinate laughter and trivial 
5, mirth. They, whoſe glory i is to ſhine in 
gay apparel, receive no comfort from the 
poverty and meanneſs of his attire, nor 
does his 98 ſtall, and homely man- 
ger, contribute the leaſt conſolation to 


* fach, whoſe ambition is to fill the firſt 


ſeats, and hold the chicteſt dignities in 
* church or ſtate.* The joy ful tidings of the 
eternal light, being ſprung forth, was firſt 
carried to the poor ſhepherds, who were 
carefully watching their flocks, and it was 


id, That unto them a Saviour was born ; 


that is, unto the poor, the induſtrious and 
the labouring:; ; not unto. you, O rich, 


who lulled lth eaſe, and ſwelled with 


A 


* 


A 


* 


conſolation.“ Thus St. Bernard. | 
In this ſame nativity of the Son of God, we 


may likewiſe contemplate a moſt profound 


humilicy which is evidently. remarkable, 
85 boch 


power and plenty, have here your fill of 
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both in the Mother and her bleſſed Son. 
They diſdained not a ſtall for their habita- 
55 a wad of hay for their bed, dumb 
creatures ſor their companions; with every 
thing about them that ſeemed lowly, mean 
and contemntible : each of them, ever with 
the greateſt perfection, Practiſed this virtue, 
and in every, the moſt minute action of 
their whole lives ſtrongly recommended it 
to us. Let us then, by icrious endeavours, 
apply ourſelves to the ſtudy of it, and be 
earneſtly folcitous of embracing it, becauſe 
without it there is no ſalvation. None of I 
all our actions can be pleaſing to God, it 1 
joined with pride: For, according to St. 
Auguſtine, pride was the occaſion of that 
unhappy change among che angelical ſpirits, 
trans for ming them from angels of light into 
devils ; whereas humility ; raiſing mankind 
2bove their nature, transformed them unto 
the flat2 of angels. Hence St. Bernard 
makes the following Query : * What ought 
* mankind to be, whole happy lot 1s to re- 
repair the vacant feats of the reprobate 
angels? Pride once invaded that heavenly 
king: om, it ſhook its walls, and in great 
meaſure, partly undermined them. What 
then follo ws from hence, but that io Peſti- 
ferous a vice is become odious to that city, 
and the worlt of all abominations? Be af: 
tured, brethren, that ke, who ſarcd not the 
angels 
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angels {or their pride, will not fail! ſeverely 
to halliſe mankind : For he never acts in- 
conſiſtently, but is perfectly conformable in 
all his works. 
Laſtly, Contemplate in this divine child 
and his ſacred parent, but more eſpecially in 
the infant 7e oy that more than ordinary 
anguiſh which piercingly affected their ten- 
der hearts. Concerning which St. Bernard 
again lays: “ The Son of God being to be 
born, in whole power it was to chule what- 
c ver time he pleaſed, made choice of that 
time which was moſt afflicting to ſenſe and 
tormenting to fleſh ; eſpecially to a tender 
infant, the fon of a poor and diſtreſſed 
mother, who had ſcarce clothes wherewith 
to cover him, and no better cradle than 
manger to lay him in: and notwichſtand- 
ing the great neceſſity there was for them, 
we End! no ſort of mention made of warm 
furs, or downy mantles, And again, Clr/t,. 
who cannot poſſibly be mii taken, choſe that 
which was moſt diſagrecable to the fleſh: 
It is a conſequence therefore upqueſtion- 
able, that this in itſelf is ſt eligible, 
moſt adyantageous, and infinitely prefer- 
able to all other things; and whoever 
F ſhould endeayour to perluade, or teach the 
« contrary, ought t be looked upon as no 
$ better than, a a public dangerous impoſtor; 
>; as ſuch to. be. ſhunned and avoided by 
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48 eren gon. 
every chriſtian, who places his Gülefrlt! in- 
© tereſt in his ſalvation.” And again, le 
(fy 3 the Saint) © was a long time before 
* foretold by the prophet Iſaiah, to be a 
child, © that ſhould know how to refuſe 
« evil and chuſe good,“ 1/a.7. lt is there- 
fore an evident truth, that the pleaſures of 
the fleſh are evil, and afflictions are good; 
for this, that the eternal wiſdom; and the 
infant word in human fleſh, made choice 
of the latter preferable to the former.“ 
Thus far St. Bernard. Go thou and do the 
fame from ſo great an example: but with 
diſcretion however, ſo as not to exceed the 
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bounds of your own ſtation. Much more - 


might be ſaid concerning theſe virtues, but 
let us now return to the little manſion of 
the nativity. 

The Son of God being now v born, the innu- 
merable multitude of celeſtial ſpirits, which 
were there aſſiſting, paid devout adoration to 
their God; and forthwith haſtened to the 
ſhepherds, about a mile diſtant from Bethle- 
hit and related to them the birth of our 
Lord Jeſus, with the time and place when 
and where it was effected. Thence, with 
joyful acclamations, Ling canticles , of 


praiſe and glory, with all ſpeed they aſcend 


the celeſtial regions, carrying to their fellow 
citizens, the fame joyfulnews of their Lord's 
nativity. Wherefore the whole court © of 


9 | Heaven, 
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Heaven, in raptures of joy at the auſpicious 
tidings;''celebrated the tacred myſtery with 
hn ge folemnity : And due thanks be- 
ing paid tothe Almighty Majeſty of God the 
F — for the great goodneſs and omnipo- 
rence he had manifeſted in this work, they 
all tueeeffively, according to the'different or- 
ders of their hcaventy hicrarchy, delcend to 
behold the lovely and gracious countenance 
of their Lord, their King, and their God; 
and devoutly and reverently adoring him, 
and rendering all due and profound reſpect 
to the bleſſed Virgin Mother; they filled the 
ain with ſweet and melodious harmony of 
2 — of praiſe and thankfgiving to the 
Almighty: And what one among them; 
having received the gladſome news, could 
have remained in Heaven, nor deſcended ob- 
tequiouſly to vitit their Lord thus humbled, 
thus reduced to the loweſt condition upon 
earth?' None of them all could be capable 
of ſo great an arrogance. And therefore 
the Apoſtle ſays, that when the Father: of 
Heaven brought his firſt begotten Son into 
the world, he ſaid, that all his bleſſed an- 
* gels ſhould worſhip him,” Heb. 1. This 
to me is a moſt pleating ſubject of medira- 
uon; whether: 1 4 | «ama exactly: as rr 
related or not. 
To the angels Amed the hophneds, 
Who came in their turn to pay their homely, 
1 : H but 
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but not leſs welcome homage ; ; which done, 
brimful of joy, which the devout practice of 
our known duty inſpires, they departed, but 
not without having firſt related all that the 
angels had ſaid to them. The bleſſed parent 
obſerving diligently all that was ſaid of her 
divine infant, and keeping a pleaſing record 
of it within her own breaſt. Thou too, O 
chriſtian loiterer ! throw thyſelf on thy knees, 
and in atonement for thy paſt neglects, moſt 
cordially worſhip the Lord thy God, devoutly 
greet his holy Mother, and reverently ſalute 
the holy and venerable St. Zojeph. Then in 
{ſpirit . kiſs the feet of the infant Je- 
Jus, humbly oaths war on a bed of hay; and 
earneſtly and devoutly requeſt him of our 
bleſſed Lady; humbly entreating her to vouch- 
fate to permit you to take him: receive him 
into your arms, embrace him with tender at- 
fection, attentively contemplate the ſweets | 
nels: of his ſacred features, and with pro- 
foundeſt reſpect ſalute him often; ſalute him 
tenderly, placing all your confidence in his | 
goodneſs, and all your delight in his conver 
ſation. This you may boldly preſume to do 
though a — 5 becauſe he came into the 
/ world to ſinners to work the ſalvation: of 
ſinners; and after having a long time con- 
verſed among ſinners with all humility and 
meekneſs, he made himſelf the food of fin- 
ners. His divine on nen will rea- 
; » adly 
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dily grant you this favour, as oſten as your 
devotion ſhall lead you to require it. Nei- 
ther will he deem it an effeęt of your pre- 
ſumption but a proof of your love: let not 
his goodneſs, however, leſſen the fear and 
reverence with which you ought to ap- 
proach him; but reflect that he is the holy 
of holies, and awed by that reflection treat 
him with the reſpect becoming him. When 
you have contemplated him ſufficiently, re- 
ſtore him again to his Mother, and learn 
from her how to uſe him. See with what | 
care, caution, and prudential tenderneſꝭ the | 
executes her charge, fuckles him, nurſes 

him, and performs every other little oflice 
as:occation requires. Be mindful often to 

meditate upon theſe ſubjects, take a plea- 

{ure and delight in them, and with all the 
devotion you are maſter of, endeavour to 

ſhew your deſire of aiding our bleſſed Lady 

and her divine infant Jeſus; often gaze on 

his amiable aſpect, on that divine counte- 

nance which the angels themſelves covet to 

behold, but forget not my former advice to 

you; let fear and reverence temper your 

zeal and devotion leſt you meet with a juſt 

repulſe, for your own native poverty and 
meanneſs ought to render you unworthy, in 
your on eyes, the converſation of ſo di- 

vine and heavenly company. 

It might afford us new matter of ſpiritual 
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of this day's” ſolemnity. On this day 
was born Chriſt, that is, the Lord's truly 
"amomnted. And © therefore, this is 

the birth- day of the eternal King of Heaven, 
the Son of the Almighty God. This day, 
„ Unto us a child is born, and unto usa Son 
6 is given,” Iſaiah vi. Allo this day tlie 
Son of Eternal 1 which before 
was eclipſed, fread forth the bright beams 


of his mercy nh grace to the wortd. On 


this day the Holy Ghoſt, head of the choſen 
people of Ss Chun ch, came forth from 
the in ward feed of his faerer bride-chamber, 


and the faireſt in form of the ſons of men, 


YPgracioufly unveiled his lovely and long- 
withed-for pleaſing countenance. On this 
day firſt was heard that angelical 


* „ Gloria in excelſis Deb, &c.“ This day, 


as the church every where fings, the Hea- 


vens diſtilled honey, and the "earth ecchos 


with angelical notes. On this day the hu- 
"manity and benignity of God our Saviour 
firſt appeared among us. On dus day God 
was worſhiped in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh. 

On this day were fulfilled thoſe two wonder- 


ful 'myſteries ſurpaſſing all underftdndin g. 
and to be reached only by faith, te wit, 


God is born, and a Virgin brings forth a 
Son. On this w_w_ — almoſt/i innumera- 
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| 
y ble; other miracles were wrought. In a | 
y word, it-was on this day, properly (peaking, ; 
* that all that has been ſaid of the incarna- 
1, tion ſhone forth in its true luſtre. For 
, whatever was begun before, was, not com- | 
n pleated nor manifeſted till now: wherefor e, | 
e it may not be improper to unite. thoſe oF | 
* ſages which ſeem different in point of time, 4 
8 and to make them the ſubject of the #2112 | 
n devout meditation. Not without great a- 
n ſon then, you ſee, is this day a day of ub- 
n lic rejoicing, of ſpiritual mirth, and univer- 
„ Hal gladneſs. To confirm which, God was 
4 pleaſed to work the. following miracles in 
. the very center of Paganiſm. At Rome was 
s ga celebrated inn (or drinkin g-houlſe) known 
2 | by the title of the Pay-houle, becauſe thi- 
„ _ ther the Roman ſoldiers uſed to reſort, to 
- regale themſelves, ' and to ſpend their pay 
s [| when they received it; and here, on the 
—ſame day on which Curiſt was born, ſprung 
forth a rich fountain of precious oil; and at 
| RF the ſameume, a cirele round the fun (in ap- 
. HE pearance hike the rainbow) was ſeen in the 


Heavens and viſible to the whole univerſe. 
And the golden ſtatue which Romulus, 
„founder of the Roman ſtate, had erected in 
his palace, and which, (according to the 
„Pagan oracles was not to fall till a virgin 
= ſhould bring forth a fon) tumbled down to 
kbe ground and Was reduced to 5172 All | 


0 
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this came to paſs on the very day and inſtant 


. Chrift was born. In which place, to the 
honor of the bleſſed Virgin, Pope Calr/tus 
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(in Proceſs of time) built a church now 
called St. Mary's Trans-Tyber. . 


n A Po! v5 Wes 
"The Ga fon of our Lord Jeſus. 


PON the cighth hay afier the bleſſed 
infant was born, he was carried to the 


temple to be cireumciſed, according to the 
law of | Moſes.” Two great myſteries were 
. wrought on this Day. The firſt is, that the 
| bleſſed Name, throughwhich; only ſalvation is 
to be obtained, Was this day made manifeſt to 
the world; and our bleſſed: Lord and Saviour 


publickly called by the name of JESUS; 


This ſecond is, /that ow this day our Lord 


So earneſt. was he to begin 
early 


which name had been given fim by his hea- ”q 
. venly Father fram alle and by the 
hoh angel before he was conceived. And 1 
they called his name 7e/ws q 
our Which name, (as the apoſtle ſays, 
Phil. l.) 1 is above-all names.“ For neither 
is there any other name in Heaven given 
to men herein we mult be-ſaved,” Acts iv. 


„ tat is, a Savi- 7 


Jeſus begun to ſhed his moſt. precious blood 4 
tor our ſakes. i 
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early to ſuffer for us, that he who knew no 


ſin undertook this day to endure the pain of 
it for us. Here let tender neſs move us to 
Jompaſſion towards him: Let us ſhed at leaſt 


ſome few tears with him, who on this day 
7 ſhed many for us. For though upon ſuch - 


ſolemn days we have room to rejoice at our 
ſalvation purchaſed by the myſteries they 
commemorate; yet ought we. likewiſe to 
conceive an inward ſorrow and compaſlion, 


in view'of the anguiſh and pain it coſt him, 
by whom they were graciouſly wrought. 
We have already ſeen how many were the 


afflictions he ſuffered, together with the 
great poverty, penury, and diſtreſs he un- 
derwent, at the time of his ſacred nativity. 
But among other things was this, which hi- 
therto has not been related. His bleſſed 
Mother when ſhe had repoſed him in the 
manger, having no pillow with which. to 
raiſe his head, made uſe for that purpoſe of 
a ſtone, which not unlikely ſhe might cover 
with hay. This I had from a devout bro- 
ther who ſaw it in ſpirit : and the fame ſtone 
being now fixed in the wall, is a viſible me- 
morial of it. A cuſhion or a pillow, we may 
piouſly imagine, would much rather have 
been her choice, had ſhe been miſtreſs of one; 
but having nothing more proper to anſwer 
the end, to the great affliction of her tender 

tis! © F kerle n heart, 
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teat, ſhe was was ated to make uſe; of 
that: +; -:! 
he have: iS tefbe ale os Anke 
began to ſhed his ſacred blood for us, and 
that indeed in a moſt ſevere manner: for 
his tender fleth was cruelly ſeparated with a 
blunt and edgeleſs inftrament of - ſtone. 
What pity then ought not this to move us 
towards him and his holy Mother? - What 
tears did not the tender infant 7eſus ſlied at 
the incredible pain he ſuffered in the incifion 
of his ſacred fleſh ? for his was truly ſo, and 
as ſenſible of ſmart as that: of any pure mor- 
tal. And can we reaſonably imagine then, 
that his holy Mother, when ſhe 4 her hes 
loved child in tears, could contain herſelf 
from them ? No, we may well ſuppoſe; that 
like a compaſſionate parent, ſhe ever accom- 
panied him in all his aftlictions'; ſo that her 
tender heart melting now with grief in ſeeing 
him cry, ſhe burſt forth into tears herſelf, 
and wept with him. So likewiſe,” may we 
— imagine, that more affected with his Mother's 
grief than his own, the holy Babe as he lay 
extended on her lap, waved his little hands 
towards her lips, her cheeks, and her eyes, 
as it were to dry up thoſe precious drops, 
and to requeſt her to forbear ſnhedding any 
more, ſtruggling at the ſame time, to hide 
the excels of his own torture to mitigate | 
her's. But ſhe, alas! was too ſenſibly af- 
fected 


a 


JESUS CHRIST. 57 


fected with his ſufferings not to thed tear for 
tear with him. Yet the divine wiſdom within 
her, ſupplying the want of {peech in him, 
enabled her to know his pleaſure, before he 
had words to utter it; hence, perceiving 
that her grief added to his pain, often would 
ſhe try to ſuppreſs it, _ with ſigns of 
forced tranquility endeavoured to- conlole 
him: {till often would he ſigh, and with 
forbidden tears, ready to flow from her eyes, 
and waiting as it were in a ſtate of violence 
to break their way, thus frequently would 
ſhe addreſs him with complaints of tender 
diſtreſsful love. Forbear, lovely babe! for- 
bear thoſe precious tears, or {after minc to 
flow. How can thy loving Mother fee thoſe 
dear eyes bedewed and cealc to weep? Hence 
the blefled infant, in compaſſion to his 11 
Mother, would moderate his ſobs and giv 

over weeping, and ſhe, with a Mother's 
tenderneſs, would wipe his ſacred eyes and 
her own, incline her face to his, cloſely and 
tenderly preſs his bleſſed cheeks, and give 


him ſuck; and ſtudy mean-while the likelieſt 


meams to lull his pain and -cheriſh him. 
In this manner, ſhe behaved as often as he 


bewailed btmſelf, which we may reaſonably 


believe he oſten did after the nature of other 
children. Firſt, To ſhew the miſerable 


.weakneſs and wretchedneſs of man's condi- 
Van, whoſe nature he had truly aſſumed. 
| | I 


And 
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And, Secondly, To conceal himſelf from the 
devil, 
to be God: for this reaſon, the holy church 
alluding to him in part of her ſervice, ſings : 


The tender infant, as he lies in the cold 
„ manger ſhakes and cries.” 


From this time, indeed the circumciſion | 


of the fleſh was aboliſhed, and its obligation 
ceaſed, baptiſm being inſtituted in its place, 
which is a ſacrament of more extenſive grace 
and leſs repugnant to nature, as being void 
of pain. And yet, gentle reader, the prac- 
tice of ſpiritual circumciſion ought ſtill to 
remain in force, which conſiſts in diveſting 
ourſelves of all that is ſuperfluous, and em- 
bracing a true poverty of ſpirit. He, and 
he only is in truth ſpiritually circumciſed, 
who is truly poor. This, ſays St. Bernard, 
the apoſtle teacheth us in few words, © hav- 
ing food and raiment, let us be content 
« therewith,” 1 Tim. vi. In a word, our 
ſpiritual circumciſion muſt appear in all our 
ſenſes. - Let us then ſhew we are indeed 
ſpiritually circumciſed, by renouncing (as 
much as our preſent ſkate of nature will ad- 
mit) theuſe of our ſight, of our hearing, of 
our taſte, of our touch, but above all, our 
ſpeech, Much talk is a very great vice, 
odious to God and Man, and ever attended 
with fatal conſequences. We muſt there- 


fore ſhew ourſelves circumciſed in ſpeech ; | 


by 


that he might not as yet know him 
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by ſpeaking ſeldom, and never but to good 
purpole : to ſpeak much 1s a ſure ſigu of le- 
vity. On the contrary, ſilence is a noble 
virtue, and not without great reaſon, eſpeci- 
ally recommended to religious perſons. 
concerning this ſubject St. Bernard ſays 
thus, e is truly cualified to ſpeak who 


© has firſt learned to be ſilent, for ſilence is 


* the only proper nuriture of ſpeech. And 
again in another place; It is ever the fa- 
* culty of weak judgments to be raſhly for- 
* ward in e for the haſty concepti- 
* ons of a light fancy are always as haſtily 
delivered by an unbridled tongue: Where- 
tore ſays St. Bernard on the ſame ſubject : 


© Who does not know how greatly man is 


« defiled by the mire dropping from his 
* own tongue:* that is, by his idle diſcourſe, 
by the falſcho@ds he advances, by ſlander, 
by flattery ; in a word, by almoſt allhis con- 
verſation checquered with malice. and 
yanity ? To reſtrain all which, he ſtands in 
great need of ſilence ; a virtue which is, as 
it were, the ſentinel of religious hearts, and 
their chief ſafe-guard againſt irreligion and 
indevotion. So dangerous is too much talk, 


even to laymen, according to St. Bernard. 


But much more (if we believe him) is it ſo 


to the clergy. Hear what he lays rn 


in relation to them, * idleneſs,* ſays he, 


the mother of idle jokes, and . 


9 a bar - 


chureh hath füch diverfity 
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a barbarous ſtep-· mother to virtue. It is 


© hymen, but all hndicrons difcorirfe is un- 
* ſeemly in the mouths of clergymen. Prieſts 
may ſometimes take a joke, but fhould 
never indecently return it. It is unworthy 


ciſcourſe, thofe lips which are dedicated 


to, and n te rel by the holy gofpel 
which they pronounce.” 
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7 he Epiphany, or Minifeftation of our 
Lord Jeſus. 


N this day, which 1s the twelfth after 
the nativity, our Lord Jeſus vouch- 


fafed to make himſelf known to the Gentiles, 
in the perſon of the three kings. Render 
yourſelf preſent then, pions reader, to every 
circumſtance herein related concerning this 
holy andolemn Felival? for you are to un- 
teri that no other feſtival in the holy 


antiphons, leſſons, reſponſories, or whatever 


_ elſe belongs to its celebration as this has. 


Not that it is greater or more excellent than 


all other feſtivals, but only that on this day 
many 


"; 
. 
1 
„ 
8 
=_ 
4 
2 
1 LP 
Tj 
«© YM 


b 
1 
innocent jokes are trifles in the months of 


ä 


of fervice in its 


their dignity to defile, with fuch kinds of | 


— 2 ooo 


TTY . * TIT" 5 
1 „ „„ 
rr 


7 eee 
een e 228922 
7 


o 
„„ 
+++ + 


g MH 


++ 
+ +4 


, 
$44 
#1 $$0+4+++ +41 p44 $++*++ 


$++$444$+4+ 4+ +4 +$44++4 +444 


j 


4 of 


* 


n 
inner, 


eee 
ad . nnn 
723 5 . 


\ N 
Tk * 4 
: 
. 
, 


NN e 

Wt | 0 ( q 
Mm Ie MISTY 7 

\ 0 . f 4 WI 0 


i) y! : : 


* f . 5 MN 1 


1 


e. 
Wit 


N 5 
: % \ _ * 
: n 
. : : 0 . * 
27 he n * - 
\ | 5 5 5 N - : . 
j4 : : : 9 5 dis, + ' - 
: ) | / ty 1 g 
T1005: „ ' 4. 4 7 
5 by 4 . 1 N , N Ns 
N 4 . 5 ' . 
C N : 


ſESUS CHREST. G 


many things, beth great and wonderful, 
were wrought by our Lord Jeſus, which ; 
chiefly regard the ftate and condition of the f 
ehurch itſelf. * | 

Firjt, then, The chureh which is gathered | 
from the Gentiles, was on this day received 
by Chrift Jeſus, in the perſon of the three 
kings. For on the day of his nativity he 
had manifeſted himſelf to the ſhepherds, as 
repreſentatives of the Jews, from whom (a 
{mall number excepted) he met with no re- 
ception. But on this day he appeared again, 
and made himfelf known to the Gentiles, by 
whom he was immediately acknowledged 
and recerved, and from them it is that we 
are deſcended, who now form the church 
of God's choſen people. Wherefore this 
day ought ſpecially to be kept as a moſt 
folemn feaſt in the church of God, and ce- 
lebrated with great pomp, and hearts full of 
Joy, by all good and pious 1 

Secondly, This day, nine and twenty 
years after his nativity, our Lord Jeſus was 
baptized ; by which myſtery he ſpiritually 
wedded and truly eſpouſed his holy church 
and united it to himſelf. And therefore on 
this occaſion is joyfully ſung : © Hodie cæleſti 
* ſponſlo juncta eſt eccleſia, &c. * This 
day the church is wedded to her heavenly 
& *©f ſpouſe.* For in our baptiſm, which re- 
ceives all its efficacy from that of Chr:/t, our 


fouls 


— 
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ſouls. being cleanſed from the ſtain of ſing 
and newly cloathed with grace, are truly 
eſpouſed and wedded to him, and the con- 
gregation of ſouls, thus baptiſed, conſtitute 
the church of God's choſen people. 

\ Thirdly, On the ſame day, a year after 
his baptiſm, he wrought his firft miracle at 
the marriage-feaſt, converting water into 
wine, which, by allegory, may be likewiſe 
taken for the ſoirieual marriage between 
him and his church. It is probable likewiſe, 
that on the like day, our Lord Jeſus 


wrought that other wonderful miracle of 


multiplying the loaves and fiſhes. However, 


the church on this day only celebrates the 3 


taree firſt of theſe Myſteries. | 

Conſider hence in how great veneration 
and eſteem this day ought to be held, upon 
which our Lord 7Jeſus-choſe to work ſo 
many and ſuch ineffable myſteries. The 
holy church therefore mindful of the many 
benefits and extraordinary. favours conferr*d 


upon her this day, by her divine ſpouſe, to 


ſhew her griteful ſenſe of them, rejoices, 
tings, and ſolemnizes the. fame with praiſe, 
thankſgiving, and utmoſt magnificence. 

But as the ſolemn inſtitution of this feſti- 
val was chiefly to commemorate the myſtery 
of the Epiphany ; we will therefore proceed 
to a farther contemplation of the ſame, and 

defer meditating on the others till we ſhall 
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treat 
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JESUS CHRIST. 63 
rent of them in their proper place, accord- 
ing to the order in which they happened. 
And even concerning this (that is) the com- 
ing of the three kings to QMriſt our Saviour; 
my deſign here is not to take any notice of 
of thoſe learned comments and moral expo- 
ſitions which many holy men, with great 

ins and induſtry, have made on that ſub- 
ject. Wherefore for the manner of the three 
kings coming from the eaſt to Jeruſalem, 
for what paſſed between them and Herod, 
for whatſoever relates to the ſtar that con- 
ducted them thither, or to the matter and 
meaning of their different offerings, and 
other things of this kind, I remit you to 
the holy goſpel, and to the expoſitions of 
holy men on thoſe heads; for as I ſaid in 
the beginning of this work, my intention as 
well in this, as in all other paſſages, which 
occur in the life of Crit, is only to {et 
down ſome few meditations, according to 
ſuch devout conceptions as a pious mind is 
capable of forming, in relation to thoſe 
things, which either happened in fact or 
might have happened, according to reaſon- 
able conjecture. - But it was by no means 
my purpoſe to act the office of an expoſitor; 
Firſt, Becauſe I am unequal to the taſk ; 
and Secondly, For that it would prove to6 
copious a ſubject for one man to comment 
_ Be n then with redoubled at- 
* tention, 
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tention, to render yourſelf preſent as ze 
were, to every particular here treated. For 
in this, as I mentioned, conſiſts the whole 
force and efficacy of theſe meditations. 

Ihe three kings therefore being come to 
Bethlehem, with a great multitude of people, 
and a noble retinue, ſtopped as the ſtar di - 
rected them, at the little hut in which our 
Lord Jeſus was born. The bleſſed Virgin 
hearing the tumultuous noiſe of many peo- 
ple, ſnatches up her bleſſed Son Jeſus in 
her arms, and in that moment the three 
kings entering the little manſion, as ſoon 
as they beheld the holy babe Jefus, threw 
themſelves on their knees to-adore him. 
Thus proſtrate in a devout and reverent 
poſture they honoured him as their king, 
and worſhiped him as their God. Reflect 
how great and lively their faith muſt be! 
What in reality did then appear that could 
excite them to believe, that a poor, tender 
infant, in the arms of as poor a Mother, 
dejected, meanly cloathed, in a deſpicable 
cottage without furnitug, without company, 
without attendants, could be really a 


king, could be truly their God? And yet 


ſuch was their faith, that they believed both, 
in ſpite of all that their ſenſes had to offer in 
oppoſition. Such were the guides, ſuch the 
firſt leaders which heaven thought proper to 


give us, and ſuch the great originals it be- 


| hoves 
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hoves us to copy after. After they had 
devoutly paid this homage to our bleſſed Re- 
deemer, and duly honoured his holy Mother, 
remaining {ill on their bended knees before 
him, we may piouſly imagine that they now 
began to, diſcourſe with the holy Virgia, and 
to alk many queſtions concerning her belo- 
ved Son, which they might do either by the 
help of an interpreter or by themſelves, ſince 
as they were men of great wiſdom and learn- 
ing, they were probably ſufficiently verſed 
in the Hebrew language. They therefore 
ſubmiſſively requeſt her to acquaint them 
with the particular circumſtances relating to 
the holy babe and herſelf. The bleſſed Vir- 
gin relates to them, and they readily belicve 
all ſhe tells them. Obſerve reverently, how 
- awfully they addreſs her and liſten to her by 
turns. Mark too with what graceful ma- 
jeſty, mixed with a becoming modeſty, the 
tacred Queen of Virgins returns the neceſ- 
ſary replics; neither forward to talk, nor 
* ay to be ſeen. Yet God on this occa- 
ſion endowed her with more than uſual re- 
ſolution to tupport, her dignity in the pre- 
ſence of theſe princely votaries, as they per- 
ſonated the whole church, which he after- 
wards was to eſtabliſh and did eſtabliſh. 
Here again contemplate our Lord Jeſus, who 
not yet © pleated to ſpeak with benign and 
n aſpect, fixes his eyes upon them, 
K 


and 
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and with leſs trouble. 
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and with gravity becoming his full maturi 
of judgment attentively obſerves them, iy 
wel apprized of all that paſſes. And what 
pleaſure muſt not they, admiring princes con- 
ceive, in beholding him, the faireſt and the. 
mo{t beautiful among the children of men! 
and to behold him not merely with the eyes 
of the body, but with a kind of mental intui- 
tion, as men inwardly taught and enlight- 
ened by the object they gazed on. Thus 


- repleniſhed with joy and conſolation, 


at length, they made their offerings to him 
in the following manner; opening their 


coffers and ſpreading a carpet at the feet of 


our Lord Jeſus, they humbly knecled 
down before him, and laying their treaſures 
at his feet, devoutly offered to him the pre- 
cious gifts of gold, frankincenſe, and myrrh 
in great abundance, but more eſpecially of 
gold., We may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the 
giſts of theſe three kings were both great 
and rich, and that the gold might exceed all 
the reſt in quantity and bulk ; for had their 
offerings been but ſmall and of little value, 


it would have been a needleſs trouble for 


them to have opened their treaſures (as the 


goſpel fays they did) when their ſervants, 
Who were near at hand, might have helped 


them to what they wanted, more readily, 


4 
4 * 


When 


with thoſe gifts, or how can we ſuppoſe ſhe. 
employed ſo great a quantity of gold and 
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they reverently proſtrated themſelves and de- 
youtly kiſſed his ſacred feet. And why may 
not we piouſly imagine that the bleſſed infant 
full of divine wiſdom, the more to comfort 
them, and ſettle their affections on him, ten- 


dered them his divine little hand to kiſs; and 


bleſſed them with it. After this they ſub- 
miſſively inclined to our bleſſed Lady, and 


taking leave of her and St. 7oſepn, with 


hearts full of joy and comfort, they returned 
again, (as the goſpel ſays) into their native 
country by another way. 

But what think we, did the bleſſed Virgin 


other valaable preſents? Did ſhe, think you, 


hoard them up for her own or her divine 


Son's uſe? Did ſhe lay them out in the pur- 
chaſe of lands or houſes? No, ſhe was too 


much in love herſelf with virtuous poverty, 
and knew too well the will of her blefled. 


infant; for that their inward communication 


of ſouls, as well as every little outward geſ- 


ture left her no room to doubt of his contempt 


* 


8 


5 


of riches.” What uſe then could ſhe make of 
them: —— What ule ? 


The beſt and only 


- 


virtuous uſe that can be made of earthly 
riches. In a word, ſhe diſtributed them in 


a fe days time to the poor: of fo little eſti- 
avid Ds K 2 | mation, 
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When they had compleated their offerings - 
# _ and laid their precious treaſures before him, 
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mation, nay, ſo burdenſome and offenſive 
in the ſight of Chriſt and his Mother, are 


the treaſures of this world and the pride of 


kings! Nay, our bleſſed Lady fo intirely diſ- 
poſed of the whole, that at her entrance af- 
ter into the temple, to preſent her child, ſhe 
had not wherewith to purchaſe a lamb for 
his ranſom (as the law directed) but offered 


a pair of turtles for him, the uſual offering 


of the poor. Thus is it conſonant with rea- 
ſon, both to admire the magnificent devotion 


of the wile men in the noblenefs of their of- 


ferings; and to adore the exalted charity and 
Jove of poverty of the Queen of Heaven, in 
her diſtribution of them to the indignant. 

You have here, gentle reader, before your 
eyes, the trueſt and belt commendation that 
can be given to poverty : concerning which, 
two things are eſpecially worthy, your obſer- 
vation. F irſt, Crit our Saviour, and his 
holy Mather the bleſſed Virgin, diſdaind not 
to recetve alms, like nee perſons. 
Secondly, They were ſo far from being ſoli- 
citous to attaif riches, or anxious to hoard 
them, that they would not ſo much as keep 
what was liberally ſtowed upon them, 
encrealing daily in the love and deſire of 
poverty. 

But have you yet made any reflection on 


the protound humility that appears in them 


on this occaſion? Sur ely, if you recollect, 
you 


JESUS. CHREST. 69 


you cannot but perceiveamoſt perfectexample 
of it. We daily meet with many, who, in their 
own eyes, are very mean, and not raĩſed by 

anyopinion of merit they experience in them- 
ſelves, yet are wholly unwilling to appear 
ſach in the eyes of others, and cannot caſily 
bear to be contemned by any, to have their 
faults difclofed;-or-that the meannel(s of their 
poor condition ſhould be made public, left it 
might draw upon them the {corn and dit- 
eſteem of the world. But this is not the ex- 
ample which our Lord Jeſus gives them this 
day, who, though the ſupreme Lord and 
Maſter of all things, would have his poverty 
expoled to all, and his low condition to ap- 
pear openly to others ; and this not to a 15 
only, or to ſuch as were poor and diſtreſſed 
like himſelf, but even to numbers of rich 
and noble perſonages, to princes and kings, 
and to their numerous retinue. Nay, and | 
this at a time of no little danger.. «For they 
who came from fo remote and diſtant coun- 
tries in ſearch of the King of the Jews, whoih 
they believed to be God and Lord of all 
things, finding him in ſo poor and humble 
a condition, might thence have imagined 
themſelves groſsly deluded, and therefore 
returned home without eitlier faith or devo- 
tion. But this hinder'd not our true lover 
of humility from giving us 0 rare an exam- 
ple, that we might learn from him never to 
{ | neglect 
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neglect the true practice of that virtue un- 
der the ſpecious pretext of ſome fancied 
good: but that we ſhould learn to be ſoli- 
citous of appearing contemptible, not only 


to your own, but even to the eyes of 
others. | 


F 


The bleſſed Virgin remained at the crib till the 


/ ul term of forty days was expured. 


FT ER the three kings had performed 

their offerings, and were returned again 
on their way to their own country; the holy 
Virgin, with her bleſſed ſon eus, and che 
venerable St. Jo/eph her beloved ſpouſe, re- 
mained ſtill in the humble ſtall of Bethlehem, 
waiting with patience in that poor and little 
manſion, till the full term of forty days was 


compleated, as the law directed, for pur i- 


cation; as if ſhe had been full 1 ſin, and 
defiled by her child -· bearing, as others of her 
ſex are, — the child Jeſus only a ſinful 
man and not God, and thereſore under an 
obligation of complying with the ſtrict ob- 
Lervance of the law. But, becauſe they 
would enjoy no ſpecial prerogatives above 
[cms they voluntarily ſubmitted to the law 


made 
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made for others. This is not the practiſe of 
many, who, converſing among the reſt of 
mankind, claim to themſelves undue titles 
to certain prerogatives above others, and 
ſeek to be ſingularly diſtinguiſhed from them, 
contrary to the dictates of true humility. 
Our bleſſed Lady then, like other wo- 
men, remained all the while contented, ex- 
pecting the before- mentioned day on which 
ſhe was to enter into the temple. During the 
ſpace of time ſhe was ſtudiouſly watchful, 
and diligent in the care of her bleſſed Son. 
And oh moſt gracious God, how great in- 
deed may we devout ly imagine was her ſo- 
licitude, and with what attention did ſhe 


look after him, leſt any thing ſhould trouble 
or moleſt him! With what caution mix d 


with timorous reſpect did ſhe officiate about 
him whom ſhe knew to be her Lord and 


Sovereign God, never taking him from, or 
replacing him in the manger, but on her 


bended knees? ' With what unſpeakable plea» 


ſure, confidence, and motherly tenderneſs 
would ſhe embrace him, often kiſs him, and, 


ſweetly Preſſing him, take inexpreſſible de 
light in him? How often did ſhe behold, 


with a kind of innocent and pleating curi- 


oſity, his blefſed countenance and graceful 
form!” How diſcreetly was ſhe uſed 1 to bind 


and ſwathe his tender limbs! For as ſhe 


Was profound] y 8 in true humility, 
ſo 


-. 
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fo was ſhe alſo thoroughly inſtructed in true 
wiſdom. Wherefore {he took ſpecial care to 
perform with greateſtdiligence every minute, 
office or duty belonging to her change in 
regard-to him, not only during his infancy, 
but after. Oh with what a free and willing 
mind did ſhe ever give him ſack!; And the 
pleaſure ſhe then conceived in ſuckling ſo 
divine a babe, could not. but ſurpaſs that of 
the reſt of her ſex. St. Bernard further adds, 


© That 'q is not improbable but that St. 


c Joſeph often took delight in careſſing the 


infant Jeſus, and dev outly cheriſhing him 


< on his knee.' Let us now accompany in 
ſpirit the bleſſed Virgin at the manger, and 
take a pleaſure in the pious meditation of our 
Lord ht infant Jeſus, from whom there 
ever flows a plentitude of divine grace. 
For every devout and pions ſoul, from 
Chriſtmas to the purification, ought with 
profound reſpect and joyful tranſports, at 
leaſt once a day, mentally to viſit gur bleſſed 
Lady, and to adore: her divine Son Jeſus on 
her knee, pioufly and affectionately medi- 
tating on the poverty, N and Roſe” 
Men 8 of both. 
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OW when the forticth day was come, 
which was prefixed by the law for pu- 
rification, the bleſſed Virgin with her Son 
Zeſus and St. Fojeph, ſet out from Bethlehem 
on their journey to 72rufalem, about fix 
miles diſtant, there to preſent her bleſſed 
child in the temple, as it is written in the 
law. Let us here accompany the holy tra- 
travellers on their journey, in devout con- 
templation, and help the ſacred Virgin to 
bear her lovely charge, the infant efus ; 
and with redoubled earneſtneſs and attention, 
be inwardly intent, and as it were preſent, 

| to every thing that is here ſaid or done, 
| being real ſubj ects of the ſublimeſt devotion. 
Thus then S they bring the Lord of the 

remple to the u of the Lord. At the 
entrance thereof, they bought a pair of tur- 
tle-doves, or two young pigeons to offer to 

God for him, as was the cuſtom of other 

poor people. But as their circumſtances 

were low, we may rather ſuppoſe that their 
offerings conſiſted only of two pigeons, 


which were of a leſs price then the doves; 
* . "and 


. 
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and for that reaſon are mentioned the laſt in 
the law. And the holy Evangeliſt takes no 
notice here of a lamb Which was the uſual 
offering of the rich. At this time the holy 
Simeon, who was a man both juſt and de- 
vout, being led by the divine ſpirit, came 
into the temple to ſee Chrift, the Son of God, 

whom he had long before deſired to behold, 

and whom the Holy Ghoſt had promiſed he 
ſhould ſee before his death. Wherefore, 

coming with ſpeed to the temple, he no 
ſooner beheld the divine babe than he pro- 
phetically knew him, and with bended 
knees adored him in his Mother's arms. 

The holy infant blefled him; and looking 
N upon his Mother, bended forwards, 
making {ſigns to go to him. The holy Vir- 
gin, full of pleaſing mrprile, underſtanding 
his bleſſed will, gave him immediately to 
Simeon, who with exſtatic joy andreverence 
becoming his diſtance, received him in his 
arms, aroſe, and bleſſing God, ſaid: Now 
* thou doſt diſmiſs thy ſervant, O Lord, 

according td thy word in peace, becauſe 
mine eyes have ſcen thy ſalvation, &c.” 


Luke ti. Prophecying many things con- 


cerning his ſacred paſſion- And holy Anna, 
the propheteſs, at that inſtant, likew ile. 
coming into the temple, gave thanks to God, 
| adored the child 7e ſus, and fpoke many 
things relating to him, N the redemption 


that 
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that ſhould be wrought by him to all man- 
kind. Theſe things raiſing great admir tion 
in the mind of the holy Virgin, the made a 


ſecret record of them, and ſafely depoſited 


them in her heart. At length, the holy in- 
fant ſtretching forth his arms towards his 
Mother, was again delivered to her. After 
this they proceed forwards towards the altar, 
in manner of proceſſion (which is annually 
repreſented on Candlemas-day, throughout 
the whole church, by the bleſſing of candles.) 
Firſt went the two vencrable old men, Joſep: 
and Simeon, hand in hand, with tranſports 
of joy and ſpiritual mirth, repeating and 
ſinging: ** Give thanks unto the Lord, for 
he is good and his mercy endureth forever, 
« &c.” Pal. xvii. The Lord is faithful 
* in all his words, and holy in all his 
& works, &c.” Ibid. cxlvii. For this 
« God is our God, without end he ſhall be 
our guide forever, &c.” Ibid. xIvii. 
* We havereceived, O Lord, thy mercy in 
the midſt of thy temple.” Ibid. Theſe 
were followed by the ſacred Virgin herſc}t, 


Lay 


* 


bearing her bleſſed Son in her arms, accom- 


panied by theyfioly widow Anna the pro- 
pheteſs; who, full of unſpeakable joy, walked 
with profound reverence and devotion cloſe 


by her ſide, rendering all praiſe and thankſ- 


gieing to God. Theſe, then, were all that 
formed this proceſſion, which, though con- 
* L 2 ſiſting 
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ſiſting of few perſons, repreſented notwith- 
ſtanding moſt great and wonderful myſte- 


ries. There were preſent of every ſex and 


every ſtate, youth, cælibacy, marriage, and 
widowhood. Being come to the altar, the 
holy Virgin kneeling down, with profound 
reverence. and devotion, offered her deareſt 
Son to his heavenly Father, faying: 
Vouchſafe, O moſt ſovereign Lord, 
* to receive thy beloved Son, whom 
according to the appointment of thy di- 
vine will, and to fulfil the precepts of thy 
* holy law, I here proſtrate, offer unto you 
as the firſt-born of his Mother. But I be- 
ſeech thy mercy, moſt gracious Father, to 
vouchſafe again to reſtore him me; and 
then riſing, ſhe laid him upon the altar. 
Oh, great God, and moſt merciful Lord, 
what a precious and moſt acceptable offering 
was this! It was ſurely ſuch as had never 
before been made from the beginning of 
time, nor will ever be again. 
Behold here, and attentively conſider how 
the bleſſed infant Zeus, quietly remains upon 
the altar, like. another infant, and with 
ſerene and pleaſing aſpect beholding his 
Mother, and the reſt who ſtand about him, 
_ humbly waits with patience to ſee what is 


farther to be done. Then came forth the 
prieſt of the temple, and the ſovereign Lord 


of 
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of all chings, was again redeemed with the 
lo price of five pence, or five ſmall pieces 
of coin called ſhecles, as was the cuſtom to 
pay for other poor children. Aſter Joſepli 
had paid to the prieſt, the bleſſed Virgin 
joyfully received him again into her arms: 
And taking from Joſeph the above-mentioned 
pair of turtles, ſhe kneeled down, ahd, 
lifting up her eyes devoutly to heaven, 
offered them, faying : Oh! eternal Lord, 
* and moſt gracious Father of Heaven, 
* vouchlafe I beſeech thee to accept this 
* offering, and firſt little gift which your 
* beloved Son of his extreme poverty pre- 
ſents unto you ” Then he, ſtretching 
forth his hands towards the doves, and lifting 
up his eyes to heaven, though he faid 
nothing, yet with pleaſing countenance 
gave moſt expreſſive ſigns of offering them 
together with his Mother: And thus the 
left the birds upon the altar, 7 
Conſider here, chriſtian reader, and ear- 
neſtly behold the great dignity and majeſty 
of thoſe: who make: this offering: that is, the 
bleſſed Virgin Mother, and her divine Son 
Jeſus: and let us imagine whether this little 
offering, made by ſuch perſons, could poſ- 
ſibly be rejected by God? No, rather may 
we devoutly ſuppoſe it to have been carried 
up to heaven by the hands of angels, and 
L there 
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there preſented by them, to have been moſt 
gratefully accepted by the Almighty God, 
with loud and earneſt jubilies of the whole 
celeſtial court. 

After the offering was ended, the holy 
Virgin, with her Son Jeſus, and Joſeph, 
departed from the city of 7Jerufalem, in 
order to return home again to the little city 
of Nazareth, their native place of abode. 
But the facred Virgin, being deſirous once 
more of ſeeing St. John before ſhe left thoſe 
E by the way ſhe viſited a ſecond time 

1er couſin St. Elizabeth. Go thou with her 
whitherſoever ſhe goes, and in devout medi- 
tation aſſiſt her. in carrying her lovely babe. 


| When our bleſſed Lady and St. Elizabeth met 


together they were extremely overjoyed at 
the fight of each other, but more eſpecially 
in beholding each their bleſſed Sons, Je uus 


and John, who, with no leſs tokens ot joy, 


lovingly congratulated together; and St. 


Jofin, as chough conſcious of the dignity of 


his ſacred gueff, behaved towards Jeſus with 
the utmolt ſubmiſſion and reſpect. When 


they had reſted there ſome fe days, they 
again prepared for their j journey ; and de- 

parted thence for Nazareth. And here, . de- 
yout reader, if from what has already been 
ſaid, you wiſh to learn the poverty and hu- 
mility they el. you need only conlicker 
the 
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the poverty of their offering the humility 


in his ranſom, and the ſtrict compliance 


in both- with the precepts of God's 
holy law. | 


2 H A P. XI. 


Chriſt's flight into Egypt. 


O W as the parents of holy Jeſus were 
proceeding on their journey to Naza- 
reti, unappriſed of the deſigns of heaven, 

and of the treacherous machinations of Herod 
againſt the life of the divine infant, the angel 
of God appeared in a dream to 7o/c 2 

warning him to retire with the babe and its 
mother 1 into Egypt: for that the mercileſs 
tyrant was bent upon the deſtruction of the 
child. Upon this, Joſeph immediately ri- 
ſing, ran to awake the bleſſed Virgin, and 
informed her of the angePs warning: Who 
ſhocked to the very ſoul by this alar m, ſud- 
denly aroſe, and without a moment's delay, 


prepared to eſcape ; reſolving to neglect 
nought that might contribute to >the fafery of 


her beloved Son : And accord ingly 1669-4 {et 


out with him that very night, by a private 
way towards Egypt. Here follow them in 


meditation: behold how they ſnatch up the 


f infant: compaſſionate their diſtreſs; 


and 


7 , 
: 
[ 
El 
5 
4 
7 


8⁰ THE LITE On 


and reap the benefit of the many pious re- 
marks that may here be made. 

And firſt, conſider the many uviciſſi- 
tudes our Saviour went through of proſpe- 
rity and adverſity. And when the like 
changes ſhall happen to you, learn to bear 
them with the manly patience becoming his 
followers : whenever you ſee before you a 
ſteep aſcent; be not dilmayed, for know 
that the labour of climbing will but enhance 
the ſweets of repoſe you are afterwards to 
breathe. Thus Chrift was no ſooner born 
than glorified by the paſtors as God; and yet, 
how ſoon after was he circumciſed as if a 
| ſinner? Thus was he honoured with the 
homage, viſit, and preſents of the Eaſtern 
Monarchs, yet humbled to the aflociation 
with beaſts in a homely ſtable, with no other 
comfort than that of tears which the meaneſt 
beggar's child had in common with him. 
Thus too was he ſolemnly preſented in the 
temple and cxtolled by the prophetical pre- 
dictions of Simeon and Anna, who is now 
warned by an angel to depart like a fugitive 
from his native country to Egypt. Many 
other inſtances of the like nature you may 
find in the life of Chr:/t, from which, with 
a little virtuous induſtry, you may reap the 


greateſt benefit and inſtruction. Learn then 


to curb the tranſports of proſperity by reflect- 
ing that it is, in general, but the forerunner 


of . 
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of adverſity. And be firm in tribulation, in 
view of the tranquility and happinets that are 
to ſucceed them. For it is the diſpenſation 
of providence to chequer afflictions with 
intervals of pleature, the better to nouriſh 
our hope and preſerve us againſt being borne 


away by a too tedious tide of troubles, and 


to interſperſe tribulations amidſt our felicity, 
that we may not be elated by it, but remain 
always in fear from the conſciouſneſs of our 


milerable condition. All this did our Lord 


PT 


{or our in{truction, and to conceal himſelf 
rom Satan. Loſe not the benefit of it for 
want of reflecting thereon, 

Secondly, Be mindfal that he, who enjoys 
benefits and proſperity from the gift of God, 
has no right to prefer himielt to thoſe Who 
are not bleſt alike : and ſuch as are leſs pro- 
fuſely favoured with them, ought not to be 
dejected, or envious in view of ſuch as are 
more ſo. This I take occaſion to obſerve 
from the angelical viſit which was paid to 
Joſepli, not to his bleſſed ſpouſe Mary, tho? 
ſhe was ſo much ſuperior to him. So when 
we find St. Joſephi, though ſo eminent in the 
light of God, favoured butin a dream with 
an angelical viſit which were ſo much more 
to be coveted in the full enjoyment of the 
ſenſes; we ſhould learn not to be ungrateful 
to God for the gifts of his bounty, by mur- 
M | mering 
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mering when they are not ſo extenſive as 
our defires. 

Thirdly, Conſider that it is by the ſpecial 
permiſſion of the Almighty that the elect are 
harraſſed by troubles and perſecutions. It 
was doubtleſs, no ſmall affliction to the pa- 
rents of Jeſus that his death was ſought 
after. For what more perplexing news 
could be brought to them? It is true, they 
knew him to be the Son of God: but — 
was not ſufficient to ward the inferior part 


from deipondency. Why (might they not 


have ſaid?) Why, O Lord, ſince thou art 
Almighty, ſhould it be neceſſary to fly with 
thy Son into Egypt 2 Art not thou powerful 


enough every where to preſerve us unhurt ? 


Why ſhould we be reduced to the painful 
neceſlity of fleeing from our native land to a 
diſtant, unknown country, through rough 
and dangerous ways? Add to this, that the 
divine infant was in age too tender ſeemingly 
tor ſo laborious a journey, being yet but two 

months old: and his parents unfit for the 
fatigues as well as dangers of the road; the 
one, on account of her being ſo young, the 
.other, by reaſon of his age, and both, for 
want of neceſlaries to travel with, which 
their extreme poverty denied them. If theſe 


were not matters of exceſſive affliction, what 


is 10? Do you, therefore, when in tribula- 
tion, arm yourſelf with patience, nor expect 


from 
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ſrom your divine maſter thoſe privileges 
which he reſerved not for his mother or 
himſelf. 

Fourthly, Conſider his ineffable benignity. 
How ſoon and how patiently does he fübmit 
to perſecution for your fake, and to baniſh- 


ment from his own country ; rather chuſing 


meekly to fly the 8 than puniſh the 
tyrant, more ſolicitous to prevent the com- 
miſſion of a crime, than to exerciſe his ven- 
geance on the criminal. O how profound 
is the patience and humility! He will neither 
do injuries nor return them; and therefore, 
meekly contents himſelf With avoiding the 
conſequences of them! Thus does it behove 

us to behave in regard to ſuch as abuſe, ill- 
treat, or perſecute us. Inſtead of making 
alike return, inftead of loading them w ich 
the effects of our vengeance, let us bear them 
with patience, and endeavour to avoid the 
rage of their malice ; nay, let us pray for 
them, and return them good for their evil, 
and after the example which our divine 
Maſter has elſewhere tet us. 

In fine, our Lord, ſubmitted to flee from 
the tace of his vaſlal, his ſervant, his ſlave; 
nay, from a devil incarnate. In this jour- 
ney he was borne along by his mother in her 
tendereſt youth, and by. St. 7o/epþ/r a feeble 


old man, through a wild, rough, pathleſs, 


unfrequented tedious - length of road to 
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Egypt; which requires a fortnight's poſt for 


a courier to perform ; and they perhaps Were 
ſome months in compaſſing it. For, it we 
may credit tradition, they croſſed that deſert 
in which the children cf 1/racl remained 
forty years. And what hunger and thirſt 
mult they not endure before the end of their 
journey? For how ſhould ſuch poor and 
feeble perſons be able to carry with them the 
ſupply of proviſions necetlary for ſo long a 
progreſs? And it they did not, where ſhould 
they be ſupplied in fo trackleſs and unin- 
hablted a wilderneſs? And where, think you, 
could they find a ſhelter from the hariines 
of the ground, and the inclemency of the air, 
to repoſe themſelves by night, amidſt a waſte, 


where houſes might ſeem uſeleſs for want of 


inhabitants. Compaſſionate therefore, theſe 
illuſtrious ſufferers, who muſt doubtleſs la- 
bour under many, mighty, and tedious dit- 


ficulties and hardſhips, as well themſelves, 


as the divine babe they carried with them: 
accompany them in mind, and ſhare. with 
them, the heavy toil of carrying the 
bleſſed infant; and wiſh to alleviate, as 
much as poſſible, their exceſſive fatigues. 
Grudge not to bear a little affliction and pe- 
nance for yourſelves; ſince ſo much has been 
borne for you by others, by ſuch ſo conſider- 
able perſonages; ; NAy, and ſo many times. 
1 wilt not give you, pious reader, any de- 


tail 
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tail of what happened to them on their why 

to Egypt; all the idols in the country fell 
in pieces. They travelled as far as Helioholis, 
and there, renting a little cottage, dwelt for 
ſeven years in the place, in the quality of 
poor, indigent, homelels ſtrangers. 

And here, devout chriſtian, we enter 
into an ample and beautiful ficld of pious 
and tender meditation: and therefore, at- 
tend diligently to the following reflections. 
Whence, and by what means, could they pro- 
cure even a homely ſubſiſtence for ſo long 
a ſpace of time as they remained in this 
country? Did they content themſelves, 
think you, with the idle occupation of beg- 
ging? No, we are informed by ſeveral ſa- 
cred writers, how ingenious as well as in- 
duſtrious our bleſſed Lady was at her needle 
and ſpinning, and that ſhe was extremely 
alſiduous in working for the ſupport of her 
beloved Son and ſpouſe. They were all 
conſtant lovers of poverty from the begin- 
ning, and continued ſo to the end of their 
immaculate lives. Now, may we not ſup- 
pole, that ſhe was reduced to go from houſe 
to houſe to ſolicit for work? For how ſhould 
the neighbourhood know either her wants 
or inclination to be employed, without her 
doing ſo? And yet what reluctance muſt 
not this pattern of modeſty feel 1n being 
obliged to expoſe her virginal baſhſuſnets to 

the 
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the looſe: looks of curious and ſhameleſs 
gazers, by going abroad! Which, neverthe- 
leſs, we may conceive ſhe could not avoid 
doing, without taking her beloved ſpouſe 
and help-mate from his labours, who, no 
doubt, was buſy on his fide in earning as 
auch as old age would permit him, to ) aid 
his ſacred ſpouſe, to ſupport the blefled 
efus, till he came to an age to leſſen their 
abour by his own. Indeed, when he came 
to the competent age of 'a youth, we may 
without abſurdity believe, that he faved his 
mother's blyſhes and ſhared in her labour, 
by carrying home the works as ſhe finiſhed 
them, and ſoliciting for more: for what other 
meſſenger can we ſappoſe (he had? So may 
we imagine, that oftentimes the caretul Vir- 
gin, to buy neceſſary food for him, was 
forced to ſend him for the money which re- 
mained due to her for work unpaid, or to 
importune and implore for part of it at leaſt. 
And what humiliation muſt it not be for the 
Son of God to be ſent on ſuch a meſlage ? 
And what muſt not her confuſion be, to be 
reduced to ſend him on it? 


when the ſacred youth carried home the la- 
bours of his parent to ſuch as had employed 
her, and requeſted the fruits of her fatigue 
from them, might he not often meet with 
ſame riotous, abuſive, noiſy termagant, who, 
inſtead of money, paid him with ill language, 
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and ſhutting the doors againſt him, ſent him 
home empty? How many ſuch inſults are 
not daily practiſed towards poor and help- 
leſs ftrangers! And can we ſuppoſe, that 
Chrejt eſcaped them, ho went thither in 
ſearch of them? How often has he come 
home hungry, as children are wont to be, 
and, aſking his mother for bread, had the 
mortification to hear her anſwer him with a 
ligh, that the had none to give him! What 
anguiſh muſt the not feel on uch occaſions ! 
With what tender words would fhc try to 
appeaſe his hunger and contole him! With 
what redoubled induſtry would ſhe not la- 
bour to proeure him the food he called for! 
And how often has ſhe not defrauded her 
own appetite, and robbed it of its meal to 


ſave one for him! Theſe, and ſuch like points 


are exceedingly pleaſing as well as uſeſul to 
meditate on, concerning Chr: and his 
bleſſed Mother. I have here paved the way 
for you to do it. It is now your bulinels to 
reap the advantage, by extending and pur- 
ſuing with devotion ſuch pious thoughts as 
theſe, in order to become little with the little 
Teſus. Scorn not therefore to reflect on the 
moſt humble and minute circumſtances that 
may be conceived to have attended him; 
however childiſh they may appear in the eye 
of worldlings. For they are moſt evidently 
capable of adding force to our devotion, and 

new 
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new warmth to our. love, to enflame our 
affection, to excite our compaſſion, to con- 
fer new purity and ſimplicity to our man- 
ners, to nouriſh in us a ſtrong propenſion to 
poverty and humility, to keep up in us a 
certain fainiliarity of practice of the virtues 
we oblerye in theſe divine perſonages, to 
create in us a kind of ſimilitude and conform- 
ity with them, and finally, to raiſe and 
ſtrengthen our hopes of enjoying the fruits 
of that goodnels we fo much admire and 
wiſh to imitate in them. It is incompatible 
with our low ſtate to aſcend to the ſublimity 
of God. But as St. Paul obſerves, *© That 
* which ſeems foolith of him, is wiſer than 
the greateſt human prudence; and that 
* which ſeems week, ſurpaſſes all the power 
of man.“ Beſides, the meditation of theſe 
humble ſubjects ſeems capable of abating, 
if not totally deſtroying our pride; of weak- 
ening.our ambition; and confounding our 
vain curioſity. So much good comes from 
luch ſpiritual employment. See, therefore, 
and endeavour to become little with the 
little Jeſus, that you may, (without preju- 
dice to humility) grow up and be great in 
meaſure as he ſhall : follow him whithereyer 


he goes, and keep our che always 
upon him. l. nad 

But have you yet reflected emdugh! to 
gather from what has been ſaid, how pain- 


ful 
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ful their poverty muſt be, and how mortify- 
ing to this baſhiul family ? Had they, think 
you, choice of any thing; any thing ſuper- 
fluous; any thing curious? No, This was 
contrary to a ſtate of poverty; and there- 
fore the, who loved poverty ſo well, would 
never have conſented to poſſeſs any thing of 
that kind. Nay, fo ſcrupulous was ſhe of 
giving way to curioiity, or any thing that 
| ſcemed oppoſite to poverty or virtuous in- 
| duſtry, that ſhe would not at any price, nor 
tor the ſake of any one, fo much as put her 
7 hnger to rich, curious, trifling, or unneceſ- 
- {ary works. No, ſhe would often ſay, when 
1 ſuch trifles were brouglit to her, let them 
L work at this who have not their time at 
7 heart. And how indeed could ſhe, in ſuch 
A a dejected ſtate of poverty, afford to idle 


5 away ſo much precious time as is required 
1 in the contrivance as well as working of cer- 
i tain expenſive, bawbles, of no lignification 
n even when they are finiſhed? T hough po- 
>, verty was not the ſole diſſuaſive that kept 
12 her from ſuch kind of work: No, had ſhe 


u- been leſs poor than ſhe really was, ſhe would 
in have refuſed them alike: ſince ſuch kind of 
er employments, properly {peaking, are but a 
78 more dangerous kind of idleneſs; as may 
* appear from many reaſons. Firſt, Becauſe 
to they are but an expenftive method of waſting 


ns. ||. — miſpending time: ſince all ſuch Kinds of 
x. N labours 
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labours require many more hours (not to 


fay days and months) to compleat them, 


thaſ they poſhbly can be worth when com- 


pleated. Secondly, Becauſe they are the 


cauſes of vain-glory in ſuch as work them. 
O how many fond and felt-applauding looks 


does the worker throw away upon {ſuch idle 


pieces of ingenuity ! That curiouſly flowered 
apron ; that embroidered mantle; this other 


trimming ſo richly woven, ſo well concerted! 


How often, alas, how often does it engrots 
the contriver's thoughts even when away 


from it; even at the moſt facred occupu- 
tions! And when the mind ſhould be em- 
ployed in ſtudying how to render the foul 


more pleaſing in the ſight of God, it has 


enough to do to contrive, to carry on, to 


perfect a work of this nature, of no manner 


of coniequence when it is done. This 1s a 
weakneſs the female ſex are more particu- 
larly guilty of, a weakneſs fo much the more 
to be lamented in them, as they are inſenſi- 
ble in general how blameable it is. And yet 
I make no doubt but that devout ſex will 
ſoon be convinced of it, if they but ſeriouſly 


reflect, on the time they lofe by it, the ill- 


habits they gain, and the miſchieſs they do: 


and all to tax themſelves and others with an 


. unmerited applauſe. Thircky, Theſe kinds 
| of labours are condemnable on account of 


| the — they occation 1 in the perſons they 
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are done for. Experience ſhews us that 
theſe ſorts of things are the proper fuel to 
feed and foment the fire of pride. For as 
what is mean and lowly cheriſhes humility, 
ſo what is curious and gaudy nouriſlies pride 
and vanity. Fourthly, They are cauſes of 
alienating the ſoul from God : for as St. Gre- 
gory very 7 judiciouſly remarks, *© The ſoul be- 
* comes more and more weaned from the di- 
vine love, in proportion as its affection for 
« earthly objects encreaſes.“ Fiithly, They are 
unhappy incitements to the concupiſcence of 
the eye, one of the three great origins of all 
fin in the world: for ſuch vain objects can 
be uſeful to no other end than to attract tlie 
looks of the vain. And yet as often as any 
one takes delight in idly gazing on ſuch vain 


and empty trifles, be the the worker or the 


enjoyer of them, ſo often ſhe offends God. 

Sixthly, They are but too often a ſnare and 
bane to ſuch as behold them ; who may many 
ways tranſgreſs by barcly looking on them; 
for example, by taking ſcandal, by coveting 


them, by envying the poſſeſſors of them, by 


raſh judgment, by ſilent murmuring, or 


finally, by open detracting. 


Think therefore, how often, and how 1 many 
ways God may be. offended by ſuch curious 


trifles, or rather laborious idleneſs, before 
| 9 are brought to a concluſion? And con- 


icler whether you, O female reader, and 
N 2 every 
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every effeminate worker of ſuch needleſs cu- 
rioſities are not the guilty inſtruments of all 
thoſe evils! Wherefore whoever ſhould per- 
ſuade you to work them ſuch kind of things, 


r 
2 
A” 


you ought never to comply with their re- the 
gueſt, becanie no authority can juſtify your | ing 
conſenting to the vanity of others; and | the 
whatever can poſſibly tend to the offending | de 
God, is abſolutely to be avoided, How much | mc 
more then are you blameable, if, of 'your ej 
own accord, you do it; to ingratiate your- | fer 
ſelves, more deſirous of rendering yourſelves ---- 
agreeable in the ſight of man than God. lig 
Leave therefore to worldlings ſuch works as fol 
are indeed the proper trappings of the de 
world, but the averſion of God. It is not on 
indeed to be wondered that perſons of little bri 
Oy and leſs piety ſhould make fuch vain tio 
muſ-ments their great buſineſs of life; but fro 
ar cannot be ſufficiently admired at is, ir 
that the devouter part, they, who are de- thi 
ſirous of attaining to perfect purity of con- * 
ſcience, ſhould defile themſelves with fuch 6 y 
foil, ſuch mere litter! When it is plain to 650) 
bs ſeen how many evils are produced from Gig 
it, of which it is not perhaps the Teait dan- ind 
gerous one, to act ſo oppoſite to the ſpirit of de 
povert y. To conclude in a word, ſuch kind ſan 
of employments are ſhrewd ſigns of levity, rio 
vanity, and inconſtancy, in che generality de: 
of thoſe who give chemſelves up to them. ha 
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Be you therefore, O ſpiritual Chriſtian, as 
apprehenſive of ſuch amuſements as you: 
would be of playing with the moſt yenom- 
ous ſerpent. I would not bbw erer be 
thought to condemn all beautiful works of 
ingenuity. Nothing more innocent than 
theſe pretty productions of fancy which are 
deſigned only for a ſhort relaxation from 
more intenſe applications of the mind, but 
eſpecially ſuch works as are dedicated to the 
ſervice of God at his altar; provided they 
are done without too much affection, de- 
light, or attachment of heart, tor that is ab- 
ſolutely to be taken care of. All I mean to 
decry is, thoſe curious nothings, which tend 
only to fced vanity, to nouriſh luxury, to 
bring poverty to ſcorn, to enervate devo- 
tion, and wean the affections of the ſoul 
from the Creator to the creature. Of which 
kind of curioſities hear what St. Bernard 
thinks. Tell me, I beſeech you,” (lays he) 
* what can ſuch vanities avail the body; or 
what advantage do they bring to the foul ? 
They are at beſt, put a poor, empty, 
childiſh ſatisfaction.“ And it were hard to 
invent a ſeverer imprecation on thoſe, who, 


* 


* 


= 


deſpiſing the peaceful enjoyment of plea- 


ſant repoſe, delight in the reſtleſſneſs of cu- 
riofity, than to with they may be -con- 
demned to the poſſeſſion of whatever they 
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But let us return from this long digreſſion 
(into which the deteſtable error of curioſity 
led me) to contemplate our bleſſed Lady in 
Egypt, amidſt her labours of ſewing, knitt- 
ing, ſpinning, &c. Think how diligently, 
humbly, and patiently ſhe- perſevered in 
theſe exerciſes, without flackening in the 


leaſt her motherly care of her divine Son, 


or the buſineſs of her family, ſtill aſſiduous 


to her devout exerciſes of watching and 


prayer, whenever her neceſſary occupations 
permitted her the leiſure. Compaſſionate 
her therefore, and at the ſame time make 
this uſeful reflection: That even the Queen 
of Heaven purchaſed Heaven by violence : 
And can you then expect to obtain it other- 
wiſe? It is not improbable however that 
ſome charitable matrons of her neighbour- 
hood, witneſſes of her great induſtry and 
extreme poverty, might now and then fend 
her ſome ſmall relief, which ſhe ſubmitted 
to accept with humility and thankfulneſs. 


Though it is equally probable that the holy 
St. Joſeph was as induſtrious as his great age 


would permit him, to carn a ſupport for his 


family at the laborious trade of a carpenter. 


-Thus you fee what ample ſubjects of com- 
-paſſion riſe before you at every ſtep, Pauſe 


1 here awhile :—then, requeiting the blefling 


of the divine Je efus and his parents, take 
leave of theſe innocent exiles, who, ba- 


niſhed 
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niſhed without cauſe from their native land, 


are reduced to wander, and earn their 


bread in a foreign country at the ſweat of 
their brows. a 


r AI 


Our Lord's returning from Egypt. 
HEN the Lord had compleated his ſe- 


ven years exile in Egypt, an angel ap- 


cenred to Joſeph in a dream, and bid him 


carry back the Youth and his Mother to the 


land of Hrael: for they are now dead who 
ſought the death of the Boy. TJoſepþh there- 


fore patiently took the Child and his Mother, 


and returned to the country of the /raelites ; 
but at his arrival upon the borders, hcaring 
that Archelaus, the fon of Herod, reigned 


there, he began to dread going any f, arther, 


till again inſtructed by the angel he retired 
into Golilee to the city ol Nazareth. Which, 


according to the martyrolozy, was much 


about the ſame time of the your as the 
Epiphany. 


Here again, you ſee, as before, how God 


often ſends his revelations, ſpiritual com- 
forts, and other graces as it were but by 
halves, and net according to the fulneſs of 
our wiſhes. This may appear from two cir- 


cumſtances: 
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cumſtances: Firſt, from his ſending the; an- 
gel to Joſeph, not openly, but in a dream: 
Secondly, From the angels not giving him 
his whole inſtructions at once, but at two 
ſeveral times. Indeed the ' gloſs fays, that 
God did fo, becauſe St. 70% %. and every 
one bleſt in the like manner, muſt be more 
certain of their viſion from a repitition of it. 
But be that as it may, we onght to ſet a va- 
lue upon every the leaſt gift of Heaven, and 
be gratciul for it, ſince we ought. to aſſure 
ourſelves that God diſpoſes every thing on 
his part for our greateſt benefit. 

But now Jet us ſtick to our Saviour's re- 
turn from Egypt. Be you, devout reader, 
very attentive to it; it is rich in matter of 
5 meditation. Return then mentally to 

Egypt, with the pure intention of viſiting 
= child eus; fancy yourſelf to find him 
among other children, with whom he deigns 
to play ſor their ſpiritual good : Imagine 
that he runs to meet you ; for he is all affa- 
bility, bounty, and courteſy. - Fly then to 
prevent him, and throwing . yourſelf. on 
your knees, adore and kiſs his ſacred. feet 4 


then riſing, take him into your arms, de- 


voutly embrace him, and dwell a while in 


this ſweet contemplation. - Think you; hear 


him, ſay to you: Welcome hither;- * devout 


ſoul, partake, che glad tidings with me, of 


our being ag again at liberty to return to raed; 


If | p and 
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and ſince you are come hither at ſo favour- 
* able a juncture, ſtay with me, and join us 
in our journey.“ In conſequence of which, 
exprels your joy to him, the defire you have 
of accompanying him always, and every- 
where, and the delight you take in conver- 
ling with him. Though, as I haye already 
obſerved to you, theſe kind of pious thoughts 
may, and undoubtedly will, ſeem childiſh in 
the opinion of worldlings ; yet know that a 


devout and frequent meditation on them 


will yield you a more than common conſo- 
lation, and diſpoſe you to greater and more 


fublime ſubjects. After this, fancy yourſelf 


led by onr divine Saviour to his Parents, 
who graciouſly receive, and courteouſly treat 


you. Throw yourſelf again on your knees, 


and, devoutly revering them, remain along 
with them. 

The next morning when they are ready 
to {et out on their journey, imagine you ſeg 
ſome of the moſt reſpectable matrons of the 


city, and the wiſer part of the men, come 


to accompany them out of the gates, in ac- 
knowledgment of their peaceful, neighbour- 
ly, and pious manner of living and conver- 
fing while among them. For doubtleſs they 


had given notice ſome days before-hand of 


their departure, that they might not ſeem to 


ſteal away in a clandeſtine manner, which 


might have looked ſuſpicious now they had 


- not 
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not the Gime reaſon for doing it as when 
they fled into Egypt to preſerve the infant 
Jeſus from the hands of a butcher. And 
now ſuppoſe them ſetting out, holy Tofeph, 
accompanied by the men, going before; and 
our Lady following, attended by the matrons. 
Do you therefore take the bleſſed infant in 
your arms, and deyoutly carry him before 
her, for ſhe ſuffers him not out of her pre- 
lence. 
When they were out of the gates, the holy 
70e pl diſiniſſed the company, not ſuffering 
them to go on any farther ; when one of the 
wealthieſt of them called the child 7e/us, and 
in compaſſion to the poverty of his parents, 
beſtows a few pence upon him; and the reſt 
of the company, after the example. of the 
firſt, do the ſame. Compaſſionate here the 
confuſi on of the divine child, who bluſhins, 
holds his little hands out to receive what the 
love of poverty has reduced him to want : 
pity likewiſe his holy parents, who ſhare his 
confuſion with him; and think on the great 
teflon here ſet you, when you ſee him who 
made the earth, and all that is in it, make 
choice of ſo rigorous a poverty, and 10 penu- 
rious a life, for his bleſſed parents and him- 
ſelf. What luſtre does not the virtue of po- 
verty receive from their practice! And how 
can we behold it in them without being 
charnied to the love and imitation of the like 
| perfection. 


— f — 


—; 


e After returning thanks to their 


company, and taking their leave, they ſat 


out on their journey. But how, think you, 
was the infant Jeſus able to go through the 
fatigues of ſo long a way? When he went 
into Egypt the ſmalneſs of his fize made it 
ealy for his parents to carry him; but now, 
too big to be carried, he is yet too little and 
tender to walk it. Poſſibly indeed ſome ten- 
der-hearted neighbour mi Hp beſtow on them 
an aſs to carry him on. Vet, O admirable 
Youth! O delicate Stripling! O Sovereign of 
Heaven and Earth! How ſoon did you be- 
Bi and what labours did you conſent to 
uſter for our ſakes! Well might theſe words 
pro phetically perſonate you: I am 
poor, and ſubject to labours from my 


« youth,” What extreme penury! What 
endleſs toil! What bodily hardſhips, and ri- 


gorous treatment of yourſelf did you not 


aſſume for our ſakes! Should not this very 
labour we are now meditating have ſufficed 


to redeem us? Take then the child Jefus, 


O deyout reader, and in your imagination 
place bim devoutly on the als, conduct him 
carefully, and when he is inclincd to dif- 
mount reccive him joyfully in your arms, 
and e cheriſh him ALI till his 
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Vine Child to 1 arms, 1 os e "of 
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whom will ſtand her in ſtead of repoſe. 
Thus they repaſs the deſert they came 
through, where you may frequently com- 
paſſionate them on the way, on account of 
the little reſt they receive, though waſted 
day and night with fatigue. When they 
reached the utmoſt ſkirt of the wildernets, 
they found there John the Baptiſt, who al- 
ready began to do penance, though privi- 
leged from ſin. It is ſaid, that that part of 
Jordan where John baptiſed, is the fame 
which the children of J/rael paſſed over, 
when they came through this deſert out of 
Egypt; and that John did penance near the 
ſame place. So that it is not improbable 
that Chri/t might find him there in his re- 
turn from Egypt. Fancy then you ſte him 
joyfully receiving them: who, remaining 
with him awhile, and partaking of his coarſe 
and homely proviſions, ſhare with him in re- 
turn, the ſweets of ſpiritual recreation, and 
then. depart. You therefore, at meeting and 
parting, omit not to pay your reverence to 
the Saint, but throw yourſeif at his feet, and 
deyoutly kiſſing them, recommend yourſelf 
to the interceſſion of this youth, excellent 
and wonderful in every circumſtance of his 
life. He was the firſt hermit, the founder 


and pattern of all Who make choice of a re- 
ligious and ſolitary life: he was an unſpotted 
virgin, an excellent preacher, more than a 


prophet, 
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prophet, and a glorious martyr. After part- 
ing from John, the bleſſed travellers croſſed 
over Jordan, and called at the houſe of Eli- 
zabeth, where they paſſed ſome time in mu- 
tual congratulations, ſpiritual joy, and ce- 
leſtial mirth. Here Joſeph being informed 
that Archelaus reigned in Judea, and ad- 
moniſhed in a dream by an angel, they re- 
tired to the city of Nazareth in Galzlee. 
And now we have brought back the child 
Jeſus out of Egypt, at whoſe return, the 
liſters, and other relations and friends of 
our bleſſed Lady, came to congratulate with 
them in Nazareth, where they remain, and 
purſue their uſual love of poverty. From 
this time, to the twelfth year of age of the 
bleſſed 7efus, nothing remarkable is re- 
corded of him. It is ſaid however, and is 
not improbable, that the fountain is {lll to 
be ſeen there, out of which he uſed to draw 
water for his mother. For our truly hum- 
ble Lord often did ſuch humble offices for 
her, as ſhe had no one elle to do them. 
Here too we may ſuppoſe, that oy” dag the 
Evangeliſt, who was then about five years 
old, often came to viſit our Lord, accompa- 
nicd by his mother, who was lifter to the 
bleſſed: Virgin. For it is written of him, 
that ke died ſixty- ſeven years after our Lord's 
Paſſion; in the ninety-eighth year of his age; 
ſo that at the time of Chr:t's ſuffering, 
os | which 
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which was when he was ſomething turned 


of thirty-three, years old, St. Jahn was thirty- 
one; and conſequently, the one being feven 
years old at his return from Egypt, the other 


mult be five. Imagine then, you ſee theſe 
holy children converſing together, and con- 


1 cheir converſation in ſuch a manner 
as the Holy Ghoſt ſhall vouchſafe to inſpire. 


What will 1 help your contemplation 


is, to reflect that this John was afterwards 
that diſciple whom Chkrijt loved the moſt, and 
converſed the moſt familiarly with. 


CG: HAAR Nin, a 
Oar Lord Jeſus remained in Jeruſalem. , 


HEN our Lord was twelye years old 
he. went up with his parents to Jeru- 


alem, according to the law and cuſtom of 


the feſtival, which laſted for eight days. 
Again then, the divine Jeſus undertakes the 
labour of a long journey, to hogour, his 
heavy enly Father on the days conſecr ated; to 
him: for infinite was the love. between the 


Father, and Son. But the joy, which the 
external pomp and honour paid to his Fa- 


ther gave the holy 7e/us, fell greatly ſhort 
of Fae affliction and bitter an guiſh, of heart, 
he 
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he felt on account of the many crimes by 
which ſinners diſhonoured him. Thus then 
was the Lord of the law obſervant of the law ; 
and thus humbly did the Creator of the 
greateſt, mingle with the leaſt of his crea- 
tures. When the octave was ended, his 
parents returning home, he remained in 
Jeruſalem. Here, pious reader, be atten- 
tive and render yourſelf preſent to every 
thing that paſles; you will find the ſubject 
equally devout and profitable, I bade al- 


ready told you, that Nazareth, the place of 
Chriſt's abode, is about fifteen miles diſtant 


from Feruſalem. When therefore in the 


evening our bleſſed Lady and St. Toſe „li, 
who had taken different roads, met at the inn 
where they were to put up for that night ; 
the Virgin not ſeeing the child with her 
ſpouſe, in whoſe company ſhe expected him 
to return, immediately aſks him: © Where 
is the child 7eſus? To whom he anſwers 


with equal ſurpriſe and concern, Is he nor 


N with you? Alas! I thought he returned 
in your company, he came not with me, 
neither know I what is come of him.” 
Shocked at this unexpected, unhoped for 
reply, the frighted mother, burſting into a 
flood of tears, cries: No, ah no, he caitic 
not with me. Alas, Klas, is this the care 


I ſhould have taken of my child? Is all my 


by £ tenderneſs come to this? Then ruſhing. 


forth 
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forth, diſtracted with anxiety, ſhe from 
houſe to houſe, with all . compolure fo 
much grief was. capable of: Tell me, O! 
*. neighbours, tell me, have you ſeen my 
© fon? Where is my child! For pity's ſake. 
© who has my child? Ah, deareſt Tefus ! 
2 where, where art thou? What is come of 

* thee, my dear, my only child?” Thus ran 
the anxious Virgin from place to place, diſ- 
tracted and loſt to comfort amĩdſt her grief 
and care, the bleſſed oſehſi in tears every 
where following to conſole her. But what 
conſolation could either of them receive 
when they found not the divine Jeſus ? 
What * their ſorrow be, eſpecially hers, 
whoſe tenderneſs muſt be greateſt! What 
could avail the comfort their neighbours, 
their friends, their relations endeiyoured to 


give them? Can ought compenſate the loſs 


of 7eſus 2 Do you, therefore, condole with 
this bleſſed couple, whoſe afflictions muſt be 


greater than tongue can expreſs. For which 


of all the troubles they ever ſuffered conld 


come up to this? Let us not then be diſcon- 


tent, when trouble viſits us, ſince Jeſus 


_ thought not fit to ſpare his parents. It is 
ictions ſhould 
viſit us, they are ſo many proofs of his love 
tg us, and are calculated for our benefit. 
The bleſſed Virgin, finding all her ſearches 


5 no purpoſe, retires ſorrowful | to her 


chamber, 
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chamber, and throwing herſelf on her knees, 
with tears of humility mixed with confidence, 
ſhe thus addreſſes herſelf to God her con- 
ſtant refuge and holy comfort: O God, my 
Father, my eternal Lord, my all-Gyeet and 
benign benefactor! You vouchſafed to be- 
« ſtow. your beloved Son upon me, and I, 
© alas, have loſt him; nor know I where to 
* feek him. Reſtore him to me again; oh! 
* reſtore him to me! Remoye, O F ather, 
this bitter heavineſs from me, and {hew 
* me my Son! I have acted incautioully, 
put I knew not that I did ſo. Look 4 
therefore on my negligence, but on the 
* excels of my affliction ; ; and, out of your 
* immenſe goodneſs, give me back my Son, 
* without whom life would be a death to me. 
* Oh! where art thou, my deareſt Son? Mhat 
is come of thee? Who enjoys the bleſſing 
of cheriſhing thee in my ſtead? Art thou 
returned to Heaven to thy divine Father? 
For I know thou art the Son of God, and 
God thyſelf! Why then didſt thou not 
acquaint me with thy departure, that I 
might once more have embraced thee in 
1 5 theſe arms, and preſſed theſe lips to thy di- 
vine mouth beſore I loſt thee? Or tr. 
has nat ſome. inſidious mortal laid a ſnare 
for thee? For 1 know thou art as truly 
a man, begotten of this fleſh of minc. Too 
well 1 remember. the hurrxing thee awa ay 
ja " to 
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* to Egypt, in thy tendereſt infancy, to pre- 
 * ſerye thee from the rage of Herod. And 
too much, too much I dread, thou art 
fallen into the hands of ſuch another ty- 
rant. But, oh, may thy heavenly Father 
« preſerve thee from every harm, my deareſt 
_« child. Return, oh deareſt Jeſus, to thy 
« afflicted Mother; or let me know but 
« where thou art, and I will come to thee! 
„Forgive this one neglect, and I will never 
« neglect thee more. When did I ever of- 
fend thee, that thou ſhouldſt leave me 
thus? I know you are not unacquainted 
with the grief that overwhelms me: Oh, 
* eaſe me then, my deareſt Son, and delay 
* * not returning to me. Did I, ever ſince I 
«bore thee, eat, ſleep, or live without thee 
« before? And now I am without thee, not 
knowing how. You know you are all my 
* hope, my lite, my joy, and that I cannot 
ſubſiſt without you. Inſtruct me chen, 
where you are, or how I may find you.” 
Vith theſe and ſach-like ejaculations, the 
holy Mother of Chrift ſoothed her ſorrow 
till the next morning, when, by break of 
day, they went forth ſeeking him round all 
the neighbouring villages; for there were 
many ways from Feruſalem. to the place 
Where they then were. Not finding him 
this day, they went the next day in Tearch _ 
of him to other places, and along” other 
| Ways, 
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ways, enquiring among all their friends and 


relations; and now, not finding him, the 


afflicted Mother redoubles her. Bis. and 
anxiety. But the third day returning to 


Jeruſalem, they found him in the Temple, 
litting in the midſt of the Doctors. No 
ſooner did the bleſſed Virgin caſt an eye on 
the beloved Child, than, tranſported with 


ſudden - inexpreflible joy, ſhe throws herſelf 


on her knees, and with tears of conſolation,” 
returns her ſincereſt thanks to God. The 


divine Youth, {ſeeing his Mother, came up to 
her, who, {ſtrait clalping him in her arms, 
preſſed, embraced, and ſweetly fondled him: 
now ſhe tenderly prints her kiſſes on his 
cheeks, and, holding him at her breaſt, ſtands 
immoveable ; . as yet, through an ex- 


ceſs of tender tranſport, to ſpeak. to him. 


till the qeſire of poſſeſſing him again in ſafety, 
ſtopped the overflow of joy, and gave her 


words a vent. Then, looking wiſhtully on 


him. Why, ah why, my "deareſt Child, 
have you uſed us thus? With what grief 
* and anxiety have not I and your Father 
been ſeeking. you!“ Why, (ſays he) did 
* you ſeek me?, Know you not that it be- 
hoves me to attend to my Father's affairs!“ 
But this they did not underſtand the mean- 
ing of. The joyful Mother ſtrait informs 
her Son of her deſire to return to Nazareth. 


Fon. (fays the). it is my deſire chat we go 
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* to our lth home; and will you 
not conſole me with your company thi- 
* ther?* Ves, O beloved Parent, (replies 
this pattern of obedience) your pleaſure ſhall 
be mine.“ And as he faid he acted, re- 
turning with his Parents to Nazareth, ſub- 
mitting wholly to their will in all things, as 
other children ought to do. 

You have beheld then the affliction of the 
bleſſed Mother on this occaſion ;. and now 


_ conſider the hardſhips of her divine Son, 


during thele three days, Imagine then you 
ice him at the door of ſome poor man, 
craving admittance, where he is received, 
and ſparingly helped to eat. Thus the poor 
child Jeſus delights to aſſociate with the 

oor, Next contider him ſitting amidſt the 

octors ; where, with a ſerene, wiſe, and 
reſpectful countenance, he queſtions them, 
as it he was ignorant of the things he aſks ; 
all which he does partly out of humility, 
partly not to confound them with the mira- 
culous readineſs of his ſolutions. 

Here, Lkewiſe, you may conſider three 


very remarkable truths. * The firſt is, That 


whoever wiſhes to be united to God, muſt 
not be attached to parents, friends, or rela- 
gong, but renounce them, For Chrift, when 

he 


„ Three things worthy notice, 
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hewas intent upon the affairs of his heavenly 

Father, forſook his beloved Mother, and was 
not to be found among any of his Relations. 
The ſecond is, That no one who leads a ſpi- 

ritual lite, ought to wonder if he is ſome- 

times in a ſterility of devotion, and ſeems 
to be forſaken by God, ſince the ſame hap- 
pened to the Mother of God. Let not ſuch 
perfons then be caſt down, but ſeck and en- 

deavour to find him, by perſiſting in devout 
meditation, and pious works. The chird 
is, That no one ſhould be tenacious of their 

own will or purpoſe; for though our Lord 

Jeſus had faid, that it was proper for him to 
attend to the work of his divine Father, yet 
he changed his purpole, and followed the 
inclination of his bleſſed Mother, and ac- 
companied her and her holy Spouſe to Na- 
zareth; where he remained, ſubmiſſive to 
their will. In which you may likewiſe ad- 
mire his profound humility, of which w 0 
| ſhall take more notice hereafter. 
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Our Lord's Life from the twelfth to the thir- 
tdieth year of his age. 


O=* Lord Jeſus then returned from the 
Femple- 2 from Jeruſalem with his 
parents to Nazareth, and lived under their 

| obedience 
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obedience with them till the beginning of 


his thirtieth year. Nor do we find in ſacred 


ſcripture any thing he did remarkable du- 
ring that time. What then ſhall we admire 
in him; or conceive him to have done during 
ſo great an interval? For if he did any thing 
worthy admiration, why was it not recorded 
as well as the reſt of his actions? It ſeems 
ſurpriſingly ſtrange! But take notice here, 
that his doing nothing wonderful was a kind 
of. miraculous action. For nothing that at- 
tends his life is void of myſtery, While he 
was ſpending his time in practical virtue, 


he kept ſilent, ſeemingly inactive, and ab- 


ſconded. This ſovereign Maſter then, who 
was to teach all virtues, and to point out 


the path of life, began from his youth, by 


ſanctifying in his'own perſon the practice of 


a virtuous life he came to teach, and that in 
a private, ineffable manner, unheard of be- 


ſore ; that is, appearing in the eyes of the 


world uſeleſs, abject, and ſimple, as we may 


devoutly conceive without danger of raſh- 


nets. Though I do not pretend to affirm, 


any thing of this kind, or any other indeed 
which is not evidenly confirmed by the holy 
{criptures, or the traditions of the fathers, 


as I have already ſignified in the be 2ginning | 


of this work. 


Our Saviour then, during this: ſpace. of 
time (as we may reaſonably conjectur e) re- 


tired, 


JESUS CHRIST. tr 
tired, as much as poſſible, from the com- 
pany and converſion of men; ſpending 
much time in the Synagogne, which was 
the Church of that time, where, in the loweſt 


place, he would remain for a long time re- 
collected in fervent prayer to his divine Fa- 


ther, Thence he would return home to his - 


beloved Mother and her bleſſed Spouſe, 
whoſe labour he would often alleviate, by 
lending a helping hand. He would pal; 
and repaſs amidſt the buſy world about him, 
with an air of as little attention to their af- 
fairs, as if he did not ſee mankind: and 
theſe would ſtupidly wonder that ſo fine a 
youth ſhonld be ſeen to do nothing worthy 
of their praiſe, - For all expected him to 
make a ſhining” and conſiderable figure 
among them, For while he was a boy, he 
encreaſed equally in age and wiſdom in the 
ſight of God and Man. But growing up, 


from his twelfth to his thirtieth year, he was 


not remarkable for any actions of probity or 
manhood above the common ſphere: which 
occaſioned a univerſal ſurpriſe, and drew 


upon him the deriſion of the public, who 


: uſed to call him a uſeleſs idiot, an inſignifi- 
cant creature, and a ſtupid mortal; or by 


ſuch other kind of titles. Neither did he 
apply to any learning, inſomuch that it be- 


came a kind of proverb to tay that he was 


but an old münor. Such a lite did he lead 


and 
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and perſiſt in, though it brought him into 
contempt with all men, who looked upon 
him as mean and contemptible, which he 
previouſly foretold of himſelf by the mouth | 
of his prophet, ſaying, I am a worm, 
«.and not a man.“ 1 
You ſee then, how much our Lord did, 
ſeeming to do nothing; he rendered him- 
{elf mean and deſpicable to all, as I have al- 
ready ſaid. And certainly I know no greater 
or more difficult practice in all the duties of 
life than this. And they, in my opinion, 
may be ſaid to have reached the very ſum- 
mit of Chriſtian perfection, who are ſo far 
advanced in perfection as to be able totally I 
to overcome the arrogance of their fleſh, and I 
truly and unfeignedly to conſent te be re- b 
puted as nothing, and even contemned as MW t 
mean and inſignificant. A victory over one's n 
ſelf of this nature is greater and more glo- tl 
rious than the ſacking a ſtrongly-gariſoned tl 
town, according to that of Solomon, The tl 
< patient man is better than the ſtrong one, v 
and he that conquers his ſpirit than the i 
„ conquerer of a city,” Prov. xvi. Till 
then you arrive to this point, never flatter 
yourſelf that you have done any thing. 
For, as in reality we are but uſeleſs, even 
6 when we have done our beſt, according to 
the words of Chriſt, till we attain to "this 
degree of humility, we are nothing at all, 
N but 
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but a vain and empty conſiſtency : which 
the Apoſtle very plainly expreſſes, Who- 
* ever thinks himſelf to be ſomething, be- 


ing really nothing, deceives himſelf,” 


Gal. vi. It you atk why our Lord practiſed 
this, I ſhall anſwer you, that it Was not on 
his own account, but for your inſtruction. 
And therefore, Chriſtian, it you do not pro- 
fit from ſo great a leſion, you become inex- 
cuſable. For it is an abomination to ſee a 
worm, and the deſtined food of worms, 
ſtrutting with arrogance, and vainly raiſing 


himſelf above himſelf, when the Lord of 


Majeſty deigns to ſtoop to fo abject a degree 


of humiliation. 


If any one ſhould deem it an abſurdity to 
believe that our Lord Jeſus Jed for fo long a 
time ſuch a life of ſeeming inactivity as here 
mentioned, and is rather diſpoſed to think 
the Evangeliſts deſective in the accounts 
they give of him: I anſwer, in the firſt place, 


chat the example of ſo much and fo great 


virtue, cannot properly be called a ftate of 
inactivity; ; ſince it was the moſt uſeful leſſon 


> could give us, as being, properly ſpeak- 


g, the foundation of all virtue. Secondly, 


it 15 written in the Goſpel of St. Joun, 


When the Comforter ſhall come, the ſpi- 


df 1 vit of truth, whom I will ſend to you from 


*: the F ather, WhO proceeds from the Father, 


12 * be will give teſtimony of me, and ye ſhall 


* $6 give 
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give teſtimony of me, becauſe ye are with 
„ me (that is, in the quality of preachers) 
* from the beginning.” John xv. And 
Peter fays, at the election of St. Matthias 
the Apoſtle, * It is proper out of theſe 
+ men, &c. from the time of our Lord Je- 
15 entering in among us, beginning from 

ws 1 baptiſin of John, Cc.“ Acts i. Now 
he was then beginning about thirty years 
* old.” Luke iii. Jon then had not been 
his precurſor, had Jeſus ſuffered them to 
preach ſooner. Beſides, if he or they had 
begun their miſſion ſooner, how comes it 
that he was then ſo little known among his 
neighbours, that they ſhould enquire, * J 
not this the Carpenter's Son?“ Matth. xii. 
When, in a very ſhort time after, he was 
commonly called the Son, of David. If then 
he had begun fooner to do any thing re- 
markable, ſomething of it, at leaſt, would 
have been hinted in Holy Scripture, and all 
the Evangeliſts had not been 1o profoundly 
ſilent about him. This ſeems to be the opi- 
nion of St. Bernard, as I ſhall. hereafter 
quote him. But however the truth of it be, 
I cannot but think it a very pious matter of 
meditation. It is thus the Lord Fefus forms 
the {word of humility, as the Prophet fore- 
told im; “ Girt on thy ſword upon thy 
&© Joins, O molt powerful!“ Pſal. xliv. And 
with what ſword was more proper to con- 
quer 
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quer the infernal Prince-of Pride, than with 
that of humility? For we no-where read of 


his having engaged him with the weapons 


of his greatneſs, but the oppoſite ones, even 
at the time of his Paſſion, when he ſeemed 
to ſtand in need of all his immenſity. Hence 
the fame Prophet bemoans him to his hea- 
venly Father, ſaying, © You have averted 
« from him the help of his ſword, and 
have not aſſiſted him in the battle.” Pſal. 
IXXXViii. You ſee then, Chriſttan reader, 
how our Lord ** began firſt to do, and then 
to teach:” Acts i. deſigning one day to 
invite you to the imitation of him, with 
thoſe ineffable words, Learn from me, for 
& I am meek and humble at heart.” Matth. 
xi. This then was the virtue he firſt choſe 
to practiſe; and that not in outward fhew 


only, but from the inmoſt of his heart, for 


he was truly meck and humble at heart. He 
was incapable of fiction, and thereſore really 
humbled hinzſelf to ſeem and be mean and 


abject in the eyes of men; inſomuch that 


even after he began to preach his fublime 
and heavenly Doctrine, and confirmed it 
with Miracles, their contempt of him con- 
tinned, and they would often ſay of him in 
deriſion, Who is this? Is not this the car- 
** penters ſon?” Matth. xiii. With other like 
ſcornful exprefſions. According to this ſenſe 
then, it appears how truly the Apoſtle faid, 
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„He exinanated himſelf taking the form of 
a {eryvant,” Philip. ii. And not only of a 
ſervant, in one ſenſe, by taking human fleſh, 
but in the loweſt {eaſe of the word, that is, 
he took the form of a uſeleſs ſervant, by the 

lowlineſs and abject manner of his living. 
Would you ſee how powertully our Lord 
put on this ſword? Conſider every action 
of his, and you will find humility ſhining in 
it in all its luſtre. * Do but recollect, and 
you will ſind it in every action hitherto taken 
notice of. And in thoſe which follow, you 
may obſerve, that he was fo far from ne- 
glecting the practice of it, that he increaſes 
in humility all his life-time, giving us fre- 
quent leſſons of it to the hour of his death, 
and even after death, nay, after his aſcen- 
ſion. Did not he towards his end waſh his 
Diſciples feet? Was he not extremely hum- 
bled by the croſs he bore on his divine 
ſhoulders? Did he not after his reſurrection, 
when in a glorified ſtate, call his Diſciples, 
Brethren? * Go, ſays he to Mary Magda- 
len, and tell my Brethren, &c.” John xx. 
And even after his aſcenſion, did he not con- 
verſe familiarly with Paul, and as humbly, 
az if he had been his equal? * Saul, Saul, 
** why perſecuteſt thou me? Acts ix. Where 
| he 
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* The extraordinary humility of Chriſt's actions. 
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he does not call himſelf God but me. And 
finally, at the great and tremendous day of 
judgment, will he not, from his majeſtic and 
awful tribunal, fay, „As long as ye have 
+ done it to one of the leaſt of my Brotiiren, 
you have done it to me.” Matth. xxv. 

It was not without reaſon our Saviour 
ſhewed ſuch a love for hamility.* He knew 
that as pride is the foundation of all fin, {© 
humility is the baſis of every virtue, and the 
firſt ſtep to ſalvation. It is but a tottering 


edifice that is not built upon the ground- 


work of humility. Wherefore, truſt not to 
your chaſtity, to your poverty, or any other 
virtue you are polleſled of, unleſs it be ac- 
companied with, and ſupported by humility. 


It was Chri/t then that firſt laid this founda-' 
tion, and ſhewed how it is to be acquired, 


to wit, by villifying and lowering himielt in 
his own eſteem, and in the opinion of all the 
world, and by the uninterrapted cxercile of 
{elEhumiliation. - Go you then, O Chriſtian, 
and do the like, if you would be perſectly 
humble as becomes a Chriſtian : for hunk! 
lity, felt-contempt, and the practice of low, 
and villifying work, muſt precede all other 
virtues. - In relation to which, thus ſays St. 
Bernard : © Humility, which is obtained by 
© humi- 
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humiliation, is the baſis of all ſpiritual 
ſtructures. For humiliation is as truly 
the way to humility, as patience is to 
peace, or reading to knowledge. If you 
* thirſt after humility, be not ayerſe to hu- 
miliation. For it you cannot ſtoop to 
humiliation, you will never be able to riſe 
to humility.* And elſewhere: Whoever 
« means to raile himſelf above himſelf, muſt 
* ſet out by thinking meanly of himſelf; 
* Leſt, ſoaring above his ſphere, he fall be- 
* neath it, for want of being perfectly 
grounded in humility, And, as there is 
* no becoming in reality great, but by the 
merit of endeavouring to be little; there- 
fore whoever is deſirous of riſing to per- 
fection, muſt reſtrain himſelf by hnmility, 
that humility may raiſe him.“ Wherefore, 
gentle reader, when you fee yourſelf hum- 
bled, rejoice at it, it is a good ſign, and an 
argument of approaching grace. For as 
the heart is exalted before a fall, ſo before 
* exaltation it is humbled.” Prov. xvi. For 
it is alike written, that God reſiſts the 
proud, and gives grace to the humble.” 
Jam. iv. And a little farther he adds, It 
is doing but little to ſubmit to the humi- 
liations which comes immediate from God, 
unleſs we learn to accept chearfully thoſe 
he 1s pleaſed to fend us by the means of 
his creatures.* Learn an admirable exam- 
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ple of this from holy David, who, being 
curſed by a ſervant, was too much animated 
with grace to be moved with reſentment of 
the injury, What is there, ſays he, be- 
* tween me and you, oh Sons of Servia” 
4 Kings xvi. Oh true man according to 
God's own heart, not moved to indignation 
or anger, by the ſcornful reproaches of a 
flave! Well might he ſay with a ſafe conſci- 
ence; If I returned evil to thoſe that did 
evil to me.” Plal. vii. Let thus much ſuf- 
fice, at preſent, of the virtue of humility, 
Now let us return to the life and actions 
of Chriſt, which is and ought to be the mir- 
rour of ours, and the principal object of 
our attention. Be preſent then, as I have 
often exhorted you, to all that relates to him. 
And contemplate that bleſſed tamily, {mall 
indeed in number, but great in dignity, 
rich in grace and virtue, but poor and hum- 
ble in their manner of living. Tlie vene- 
rable old man 7o/epþ/ fought with all poſſible 
induſtry, as much employment! in his hum- 
ble profeſſion, as his teeble age would per- 
mit him to go through; and our Lady was 
as diligent at her manual labour, beſides 
the buſineſs of her family, which we may 
ſuppoſe was not little, che preparing food 
for her divine Son, her bleſſed Spouſe, and 
ſelf, with other domettick ſatigues conſc- 


quential to this, were all done by her, as 
inc 
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ſhe was too poor to have any ſervant to help 
her. Compaſſionate her therefore on the la- 
borious lite the leads; compaſſionate likewiſe 
our, divine Lord, w ho ſhares with both their 
moſt laborious occupations, for * he came 
* to miniſter, and not to be miniſtered to,” 
as he himſelf ſays, Matth. xx. Fancy then 
vou ſee him buſied along with his beloved 
Parents, in the moſt ſervile work of their 
little manſion. Devoutly imagine you ſte 
theſe three ſacred Perſons ſitting at their fru- 
gal refections, not made up of dainties or ex- 
penſive vi jands, flattering to the palate and 
enflaming to the paſſions ; ; but compoſed of 
the coarſe. and homely proviſions uſual 
among the. pooreſt people. What ſublime, 
what heavenly converſation paſſes between 
them! No vain, no idle diſcourſe finds ad- 
mittance there; but every ſentence is holy, 
fall of wiſdom, and dictated. by the Holy 
Choſt. O incffable banquct, where the 
mind is no leſs ſubſtantially. nouriſhed than 
the body! Aſter their meals, all retire to 
prayers, each to their little ſeparate cham- 
ers; our bleſſed Lady to her's, St. 70 
ta nig, and our Saviour to his. Follow our 
divine Lord in your mind, and view him de- 
voutly perſiſling in fervent prayer to his 
heaven, Father. In this little cell, aſter 
pending the greateſt part of his nights. in 
 keayenly cent mplation, he repoſes the g= 
maining 
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maining part on the ground, as meanly as 


the pooreſt'of his creatures. Thus do you 
each night endeavour to accompany him in 
your mind. O! concealed divinity, why 
do you thus afflict that precious, that inno- 
cent body ſo continually, when the fatigue 
of one ſuch night might ſuffice to redeem 
the whole world? Did the exceſs of your 
love urge you to all this? Such was your 
ardent” zeal for the loſt ſheep you came to 
convey to heaven on your divine ſhoulders ! 
Muſt you, O King of Kings, eternal God, 
who ſupply the wants of all, who afford all 
perſons of all {tations what is requiſite for 
them; muſt you, I ſay, be ſubject to po- 
verty, meanneſs and hardſhip, watching 
and faſting; and muſt every circumſtance 
of your life be attended with ſever ity? 
What then ſhall become of thoſe who ſeek 
nothing but eaſe, luxury and vanity? Surely 
we did not learn this kind of empty purſuits 


from this mortificd maſter! Are we even 


then wiſer than he is? No. He has taught 
us, both by word and example, humility, 
poverty, mortification of the fleſh, and exer- 
ciſe of the body; let us then improve from 


the leſſons of this ſublime teacher, who nei- 


ther will nor can deceive. And, accord- 
ing to the Apoſtle's advice, hay! ing food 
9 ur raiment, let us be content with them.” 


Timm. vi. And make ſuch nic of them as de- 
R cent 
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cent neceſſity requires; but not to ſuper- 
fluity : at the ſame time, carefully and con- 
ſtantly attending to che ſpiritual ſtudy and 


exercue of other Chriſtian virtues. 


C HEAP: XV. 
The Baptiſm of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


UR Saviour, after having lived ſo pain- 

ful and abject a life till he was com- 
pleatly twenty-nine years old, when he en- 
tered into his thirtieth year, ſaid to his Mo- 
ther, The time is now come for me to 
glorify and manifeſt my Father, by ap- 
pearing in the world, and working the 
Salvation of Man, for which he ſent me. 


<4 Be of good heart therefore, O beloved 


© Mother, for I will ſoon return to you;” 
chen kneeling to her, as a Man and her Son, 
the great Maſter of Humility aſks and re- 
ceives her bleſſing. Then ſhe to him, as 
God, kneels, receives his bleſſing, and ten- 
derly embracing him, with tears, thus ſays. 
to him: Go, my bleſſed ſon, go with the 
© bleſſing. of your divine Father and mine, 
© be mindful of me, and haſten to return 


© to comfort me.” Thus then the bleſſed 


He Ys; reſpectfully taking leave of his be- 
loved 
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loved Mother and her venerable Spoule, ſets 
out from Nazaret/ towards Ferujalem by the 
way of Jordan, where he found Join bap- 
tizing. Thus the Lord of the World pro- 
ceeds alone, for as yet he had no Diſciples. 
View him then attentively, in the preſence 
of God, and fee him travelling alone, barc- 
footed, through a long and rugged road, 
and condole with him. O Lord, whither 
art thou going and by what ways? Are you 
not the Sovereign of all the Kings of the 
Earth? Where then, O Lord, are your no- 
bles, your ſoldiers, your attendants, and. 
equipage? Where are your guards to keep 
off the populace ſrom approaching too near 
your ſacred perſon, as other monarchs are 
wont to have? Where are the trumpets, 
the inſtruments, and royal enſigns? Who 
goes before to prepare a palace for your re- 
ception? Where arc all the honours paid 
to the royal worms of this world? Are not 
the Heavens and the Earth filled with thy 


glory? Why then do you proceed thus in- 


glorious? © Do not a thouſand thouſands 
pay homage to you in your kingdom 
above, and millions miniſter to you?“ 
Dan. vii. Why then do you thus travel 
alone, a-foot, | nay, baretooted? But, alr! 
the cauſe is plain: You are not now in your 
kingdom. For your kingdom is not of 
this world.” John xviil. You: have 
59 9 2 * exina- 
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* exinanited yourlſelt, taking the form of a 
& ſervant.“ Phil. ii. Lou are become as 
one of us, a way-farer and a ſtranger.” 
Pfſalm xxxviii. Like our fathers, you: are 
become a ſervant, that we may become 
kings. You are to conduct us to your own 
kingdom, putting us in the way that leads 
eng Why then, alas, do we go out of 

Why do we not follow you? Why do 
we not humble ourſelves, but purſue — 
delight in vain honours, empty pomp, and 
paſſing enjoyments? It muſt ſurely be be- 
cauſe this is our kin gdom, and that we con- 
der ourſelves as natives here, and not as 
pilgrims, otherwite, ſhould we be ſo much 
taken up here? O ſenſeleſs ſons of men, 
why do you embrace the ſhadow inſtead of 
the ſubſtance? Why prefer ve the dubious 
and tranſitory to what is certain and laſtingly 
tolid? Why ſo earneſt in giving up eternity 
tor what is but temporal? Ah, it is too true, 
O Lord, that we forget our being but pil- 
grims and ſtrangers upon earth, elſe we 
fhonld find no difficulty in following thee. 
We ſhould be content with what is merely 
neceflary on the way; and, without burden- 
ing ourſelves, or retarding our journey wit] 
more, follow you, running an after the 
feet ſcented odour of your perfumes, we 
ſhould be free from every load, and looking 
an: ho tranſitorx things of this lite as 
Uu. tte thing 
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ching behind us or out of our way, we 
mould neglect and deſpiſe them. Thus 
chen our Lord Feſus humbly travels on 
lame days journey, till he arrives at Jordan. 

When he arrived at Jordan, he there 
found John baptiſing ſinners, and a great 
multitude of people, who were come thither 
to hear his preaching: for they took him to 
be Mriſt. Jeſus therefore ſays to him; I 
mtreat you to baptiſe me along with theſe 
people. Johm looking ſtedfaſtly on him, 
and knowing him in ſpirit, with fear and 
reverence: anfiver ech . I myſelf need 
to be | baptiſed by « Perſiſt nor, 

— (replies 077% 1 let it be done 
Jas I fay; for it is expedient that I fulfil all 
* Jaſtice, Conceal, at preſent, what you 
© know of me, for my time is not yet come. 
* Baptiſe me therefore, for now is a time of 
F humiliation, and therefore will I Practile 
F humility-1n its greateſt perfection.“ 

Be mindful then of the practice of humi2 
lty ; - bat eſpecially here, where we ſhall treat 
of it particularly. The glois of this place 
tells us, that chere are three degreos in hu- 
mility. The firſt is, to be ſubject to thoſe 
above us, and not to Prefer ourſelves to 
thoſe who are qual to us. The ſecond is, 
to ſubject ourſelves to our equals, and not 
to prefer ourſelves to our inferiors. The 
turd anc). moſt perfect i is, to place ourſelves 
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PN and ſubject ourſelves to our infe · 


ors. This is the degree Chr:ft. practiſed on 
this occaſion, and therefore he fulfilled all 


humility. You may hence obſerve how con- 


ſiderably CHI advanced in humility, by 
comparing this with the foregoing chapter, 
There he contented himſelf. with the ap- 
pearance of a mean and abject, nay, uſeleſs 
ſervant ; here he ſubjects himſelf to his own 
{ervant,  depreciates himaſelf, and extols the 
other. There he humbly. converſed with 
mankind under the outward appearance of 
an inſignificant; but here his humility is ſo 
impxoved, that he puts on the likeneſs of a 
ſinner, and is contented to paſs for one. For 
Joſim was preaching penance to, and bap- 
titing ſinners, yet our humble Lord Jeſus 
will 'be baptiſed in their preſence, nay, in 


company with them. He came (ſays St. 


Bernard) amidſt a crowd of populace to 
X „the baptiſm of %,. And he came as one 
out | of the ſiniul multitade, who was the 
a ee one exempt from ſin.” To gueſs, 
from thole about him, who would think him 
to be the Son of God? Who would take him 
for the great Lord of Maieſty ? |, How great 
is his humility on this occaſion ?. The ſame 
humility indeed appeared at his.circumciſion; 
when he likewiſe took on him the likeneſs of 
a ſinner; but here it ſhone forth. with greater 
luttre, in pr aportion to the greater e 
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of ſpectators. But Was there not room to 
apprehend,” that the appearance of a ſinner 


9 * prejudice him who intended to preach 


publicly to finners? Be that as it may, it 
was not a motive ſtrong enough to hinder 
this great Maſter of Humility from pro- 
foundly humbling himſelf. It was his plea- 
fare to ſeek ſcorn and ſelf-humiliation, by 
appearing what he was not, on purpoſe to 
leave us a practical inſtruction. But What 
uſe do we make of that inſtruction, who, 
on the contrary, put on the likeneſs of every 
thing but our real ſelves, purely to deceive 
the world, that they may praiſe and honour 
ns? If we think we poſleſs any good qua- 
lities, how ſolicitous are we to expoſe them 
to the eyes of the world; and how induſ- 
trious are we, on the other ſide, to cover 
all our defeats; though ever ſo contin of 
being ſinners? Where is the humility, of 
this? Is this the uſe we make of Chriſt's in- 


fraction? In relation to this, hear what St. 


Bernard ſays: There is a humility pro- 
# duced by charity, which helps to Kindle 
it; but there is another humifty void of 
ali warmth, which is engendered by ſelf- 
convicting truth. The latter conſiſts in 
reflection, the former in affection. For it 
at the light of truth you look ſeriouſly on 
© yourſelf, without flattery or favour, you 
cannot help being humbled, and appear- 
2 * 10g 
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ing contemptible in your own eyes, from 
this true reflection, though you perhaps 
are unwilling to appear ſo in the eyes of 
others. By "this means you will be hum- 
ble indeed by the operation of truth, but 
not by the inſuſion of charity. For were 
your heart as ſincerely humbled as your 
mind is convinced of your deſerving to 


he fo, by the light of RN truth Which has 


o faithfully given you to yourſelf, you 
would doubtleſs be willing that others 
ſhould diſcoyer in you the deformities 
which ſelfconviction has ſhewn to your- 
felt... Though it muſt be owned, that it 
is neither adviſeable nor expedient to re- 
veal all that paſſes within us, and there- 
fore charity and truth jointly forbid us to 
publiſh, ſach things of ourſelves, as may 
injure us, or give offence to others: But 
clte, who can doubt of your diſregard for 


truth, if, captivated by ſelf-love, you con- 
.ceal the truth of your own unworthineſs, 
which you are inwardly convinced of ? 


You prove it ſufficiently, by preferring to 


that truth your own intereſt and van Ho- 
nour.“ And aſterwards he adds: If then 
you are really humble with that true hu- 
miliation which truth, the great ſearcher 
of hearts, infuſes' into the ſoul, add the 
humility of-the will to it; and make a virs 
tue of neceſſity. For! there is no true 

SR 4 2 ION virtue 
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m virtue without the confent of the will; 
ps Which will then be effected, if the defire 
of © of outward eſteem in the eyes of vour 
n- * neighbour be proportioned to the knows- 
ut 0 ledge you have conceived of the inward 
re © ſtate” of your foul. Tor otherwite you 
ir have reaſon to apprehend, leſt the dread- 
0 ful reproach of David be juſtly applied to 
as you. © Becauſe (faith he) he hath Jens | 
u « deceitfully in his ſight, that his inguity 
rs may be found unto hatred. ” Plal. xxxv. 
- Weight (ſaith Solomon) and weight—are 
"= „ abominable before God.” Prov. xx. 
it © What means this? It means, that having 
_ s duly weighed the little valuc of your OIL 
28 merit within your on byeaft, in the ba- 
0 * lance of equity and truth, you mcaiire it 
y outwardly at a different rate, and inpole 
t © yourtelt upon the word for more value 
r © than you really are. But fear God, and 
C2 


- let that fear deter you from the guilt of ſo 
8 * heinous a crime; that is, of extolling by 
2 an ambitious will, w hat truth ought o 
) © humble within you: for that is oppoſin? 

X © truth, and ſtruę gling againſt the will of | 
' © God. Chuſe rather to acquieſte with him, | 
a and that your will be ever ſubject to truth 


, * by adevout end ſubmiſſive ming. For 
= =. thall not my ſoul (faith the royal pf miſt) 
yr be fubject to God?“ Pſal. Ki. Neither is 


i enough to be ſubject to Ged only, unlefs | 
| I © you | 


/ 
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* you are hkewile the fame to all mankind 
for God's fake; that is, ſubject to your ſu- 
periors, tubject to your equals, and ſubject 
to your inferiors. In this manner Chri/t 
teaches us we muſt fulfil all juſtice. Go 
thou then to thy interior, if thou wilt be 
periectly righteous, pay a reſpect to your 


inferior, and hum bly ſtoop to thoſe, be- 


ncath you.” Thus far St. Bernard. Who 
again; * Who is juſt (ſays he) but he that 
is truly bande?” For when the Lord of 
all chings would have humbly ſtooped to 
his fervant, and ſubmitted to be baptiſed 
by the hands of St. John : he, awed by 
* the Majeſty of his Perſon, (Ariſt ſpoke 
„thus to him; Suffer it to be ſo now, 
for thus it behoves us to fulfil all righteouſ- 
„ nets.” Matth. iii. Placing the accomplith- 
© ment of perfect juſtice in the perfection of 
true humility. He therefore that is juſt, is 
truly humble: and this juſtice in the hum- 
ble, is plain in this; becauſe, he gives to 


- 


A 


*. A 


every one his right; he robs not another 


ol his property, but gives honour to God, 


+ and. retains abjection for himſelf.” But 


this will appear more plainly if you will but 
conſider the injullice of the proud and ar- 


rogant, who attribute every good gift of 


God to the rewards of their own merit. In 
relation to which St. Bernard again ſpeaks: 
3 As evil may take its tour ce from the greateſt 
7 * good, 


3 


* 


„ 


* 
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good, when become great, we make nic of 
the divine gifts as if they were not ſuch, 
© without even making God an acknow- 
ledgment for them; 15 they, who ſeem to 
. have reached the higheſt degree of. gran- 
* deur and greatneſs, on account oft che di- 
vine benefits they have received, are in 
Truth exceflively little, for want of return- 
ing the thanks due to their ſupreme bene- 
factor. However, gentle reader, I have 
*{pared the weakneis of your. ſenſes in the 
4 ſbftening expreſſions of A and little. 
»Out of regard to the tenderneſs of your 
9: ears; I have forborne calling things by the 
real names I think they delerve. I ſhould 
have ſaid, very wicked, and very good. 
For it is beyond all diſpute, that they are 
ſo much the deeper in wickedneſs, who at- 
eribe to "themſelves the excellencies they 
may poſleſs. Nothing, in ſhort, can be 
© more criminal. But thould any one tay, be 
this crime {ar from me, ſince 1 know it is 
the grace of God that makes me what 1 
am, and yer, at the tame time, ſtudiouſly 
aim at {ſelt-praiſe for the grace which he 
nas received; Is not ſuch a one a thief and 
a robber? Hear only w han he is fron the 
moutli of truth itſelf: From thy own 
* mouth will 1 judge = avs O wicked ſer- 
<Tant.?” Luke xix. And what indeed can 
be more execrably wicked than chat ſer- 
HAR £153 © 8 2 * vant 
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* vant who uſurps to himſelf the praiſes due 
to his Lord?” Thus St. Bernard. 

Hence you may ſee that the perfection of 
all righteouſneſs conſiſts in true humility, 
which derogates nothing from God's ho- 
nmaur, nor attributes chat to itſelf, which is 
not its due; neither does it injure our 
neighbour, For the truly humble is neither 
raſh in judging him, nor preters himſelf to 
any; but rather thinks himielf inferior to 
all mankind, and chuſes the loweſt place 
among them. Hence St. Bernard again thus 
ſays; How doſt thou know, O mortal, but 
( that the very man whote flagitious life and 

inſamous conduct you look upon with hor- 
ror and contempt, deeming him the greateſt 
© of: reprobates, and infinitely more: finful 

* than yourſelf, who live, or at leaſt ſeem to 

* yourſelf to live a ſober, virtuous, or pious 
life: how. doſt thou know, I ſay, but that 
J very man may become not only better than 
thoſe or than youricl{ in his future prac- 
p iges, and be even now, perhaps, dearer 

in che ſight of God than you : and there- 
: 1 8 how do you know but it may be con- 

* trary to the divine pleaſure for us to place 
him beneath ourſelves, or to reſuſe him the 
c firſt honours among us? © Chuſe thou 
(faith Chriſt) the loweſt place, to wit, that 
cc you. alone may be the. loweſt, of all, and 
« not only not prefer yourſelf, but even not 
3 84 « preſume 
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e profume to compare yourſelf to any.” 
Thus faith St. Bernard. The virtue of hu- 
mility is again many ways recommended to 
us by. authentic applauſes of the ſame Saint: 
A great mother indeed is humility (faith he) 
and a moſt fublime virtue, which'earns that 
for us, which we are tauglut not to aipire 
to, enabling us to attain to the knowledge 
«we cannot learn, and to conceive of and 
from the holy WORD ſublime myſterics 
not to be explained by words. And why 
s 10 Not on the account of merit, ſo much 
as of the divine pleaſure of the eternal Fas 
ther of the WORD, the Spoule of the 
Soul, our Lord Jeſus it, who is God, 
bleſſed above all things created.“ And 
again. : - © Humility is a virtue, by which 
* mankind, through a perfect knowledge of 
his own unworthineſs, becomes mean it 
his own ſight.” And in another place: : 
The virtue of ' humility. alone can repair 


the crime of a breach of charity: and in- 


« deed only that virtue is unaccuſtomed to 
vain boaſting, a ſtranger to pride, and not 
given to contention. For he that is truly 
q humble, u argues not in judgment, nor dil- 
ſembles any juſticc. And farther: Hu- 
mility reconciles us with God, and pleaſeth 


© him. greatly when we poſſeſs it.“ Again : 


© Humilicy has cver been a ſpecial virtne” in 
* eimately annexed to the divine grace. For 
«it 
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* it is ever cuſtomary with facred piety, for 
the ſake of preſerving humility, to require 
that the more we advance in perfection, the 
leſs perfect we ſhould think ourſelves. For 
* even they, who are advancing to the ſu- 
* prem? degree of ſpirituality, retain ſtill 
« ſometbing of the im perfections of the 
loweſt, inſomuch that they cannot perceive 
* themſelves to have attained even the verge 
* of it. A beautiful compoſition is humility 
and virginity. Neither is that foul little 
« plealing in the ſight of God, in which hu- 
- mility is an ornament to virginity, and 
« virginity adorns humility. What praiſe is 
«ſhe not worthy of, in whom fertility exalts 
6 umme and a birth renders ſacred vir- 
ginity? You have here before you a leſſon 
concerning both the virgin, and the hum- 
« ble: And if you cannot imitate the virgi- 
«nity of; the one, imitate at leaſt the humi- 
© ity of the other. Virginity is a laudable 
virtue: but humility much the more neceſ- 
« ſary; that, is a counſel; this, a precept: 
to that, you are invited; to this, you are 
0 obliged. Of that, it is ſaid; He that can 
«6, take; let him take.“ Matth. xix. But of 
this; „ Unleis you become 2s this little 
* one, vou ſhall "Got enter into the king- 
dom of Heaven.” Ibid. xviii. I har, there- 
fore, you are rewarded for; and tius, is ex- 
pected tor you. Wherefore, you _ 
TIE | be 
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be ſaved without ' virginity ; but without 
* humility you cannot: for where virginity 
« loft, has no more the power to pleaſe, the 
tears ſhed for it by humility may eftec- 
tually do it. And without raſhneſs, I may 
ſay, that the virginity of the ſacred Virgin 
* herſelf would not have been pleaſing to 
God, without humility. For, © Upon 
whom ſhall my ſpirit reſt (faith the Lord) 
but upon the humble and ſerene?” Had 
* not then the holy Virgin been humble, 
the Holy Ghoſt had not reſted upon her: 
and had not the divine Spirit overſhadowett 
her, undoubtedly ſhe would not have been 
pregnant. For how indeed without him, 
could ſhe have conceived by him? It is 
clear then that, when ſhe conceived by the 
Holy Ghoſt, as herſelf witneſſeth, the Lord 

regarded the humility of his handmaid 
more than her virginity. MWhence it fol- 
lows beyond diſpute; ; thatit it is humility 
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reply can the virgin vainly elated make to 
this? Our blefled Lady, having as it were, 
6 forgot her virginity, glories only in the 
f ab} ection of her kumilicy, and you, ne 
4 glecting tius, vainly flatter yourſelf in che 
poſleſlon of an unavailing virginity.“ 
20 "He beneld ((a ich he) the humility of his 
han, dmeid.” She. What ſhe? Truly 
5 the holy, the pious, and the devout Vir- 
ET 6 gin 


which renders virginity acceptable. What 
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gin. And are you © more innotently 
pure, more fervently devout than'the? Gr 
San you preſume to think that your chaftity 
is greater or more pleafing td God than 
« her's? ſo as to be able to pleaſe without hu- 
« mility by that which ſhe cond not do by 
© her own? How much the more honoura- 
ble thy condition is rendered by the gitt of 
« chaſtity : ſo much the more do you injurc 

vyourſelſ, as often as you foil that innotence 
of life, with the mixture of- pride. Charity, 
« chaitity and humility, have no beauty in 
« themſelves, but only. in proportion to the 
beauty they have in the fight of God. 
What is more beautiful than that chaſtity 
« which-renders clean the being conceived 
from uncleanneſs, changes enmity into 
« friend{hip, aud men into angels? The 
angel andi and the chaſte man differ indeed 


in point of felicity, but not of virtue. For 


« if the chaſtity of the one be happier, that 


© of the other is ſtronger. Itis chaltity alonc 


G which i in this mortal ſtate repreſents A Jad 
©of immortality.” That alone, which; 
d Fin the of ele ble ſolemhiries, inſtares ths 


7 giving us an RA Gi of he's vin 
« and heat enly conxerfation there ev) oycd 
among the blefled.  Fhis frall vel Winch 

here we carry. with us, and in which ve 
a are 


are often in n chaſtity, ſanctifies, not 
unlike the tweet "Tcentedb Alſams whercwith 
dead bodies being enbalmed are preſerved 
from incorruption. It curbs the lenſes, 
« reſtrains the faculties of the body, and pre- 
« ſerves the whole man from corruption and 
© looſe defires attending idleneſs. But what- 
ever beauty that may appear from the 
thining ornament of chaſtity, this however, 
is of no value or merit without charity. 
Not ought we to wonder at this. Far 
* what good indeed can we receive without 
« 12 Nor faich, though we ſhould remove 
mountains. Not knov. ledge, though it 
be that which ſpeaks with the tongues of 
© angels. Not martyrdom, though | by it 1 
ſhould deliver up my body, ſaith St. Pa TA 
© to be burnt. Neither without it can We 
' receive any good, nor with it can we re- 
ject it, though the minuteſt. Chaſtity 


a 8 charity is like a lamp without oil. 


Extract away che oil, and the Laar iu net 
burn. So take away charity, and chaſtity 
„will not pleaſe. In a word, as cha tics 
/ * avauls us pn. 2 without charity, 10 nel- 
che one ner the other avail auy thing 
ere humility, nor can they be truly 
galled virtues. For it is by humility that 
* 155 delerve the poſſeſſion of them oy 


* becauic to. the humble God, givcs grace. 
C 


amulity prefer 1 thoſe virtues Which we 
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* have alr eady acquired; for the Spirit of of ou 
God repoſes only upon the Humble and hunſe 
peaceful: it perfects that virtue we are more 
y ſteady in, for virtue is perfected j in infir- MAIN 
© mity, that is, in humility. - It conquers che 

* pride, that implacable enemy to grace, are 
that ſource of all ini quity, and rids itſelt, holy 
as well as others, ont its inſolent tyranny. + el) 
That alone powerfully reſiſts its malice, Wh: 

and ſubdues its preſumption, being a kind my\ 

* of bul wark andafylum of virtue.“ Thus ben 
far, gentle reader, have I given you many ly 
and beautiful commendations of humility * 
from St. Bernard, that great lover of truth W 
and abjection. Endeavour likewiſe to com- An 

prehend the ſublime doctrines he gives re- me 
Fatih to other virtues, and practiſe them; or 
but now let return to the os - 5g of our — 


; Lord. 
When John beheld ei tllat! it was 5 
III of our Lord to be baptiſed by him, he 

2 readily ſubmitted to it, and baptiſed him. 

- - - = Pts: now, pious reader, caſt an eye 
| towards him, and attentively bebold, how 4 
the Lord of Majeſty humb uneld att him- 

Telf like e any meer Fern and notwith- 
ſtanding the extreme rigour of the ſeaſon 
deèſcends thiis into the frozen river. Thro' a 

the immenie* love he bore us he voueliſafed F 
thiis*to work'our ſalvation, ' by infituringthe 


Jacrament” of baptifti to waſh away the's guilt 
F ot 
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of our crimes. By this he truly eſpouſed to 
himſelf not only his whole chur ch, . but. 
more eſpecially in a ſingular and ineffablo 
manner, the ſouls of the faithful. For by. 
the faith we promiſe him in our baptiſin, we 
are truly wedded to our Lord Jeſus, the 
holy prophet ſaying in his per ſon; I will 
eſpouſe thee to myſelf in faith,” . Holea li. 
Wherefore is this moſt ſolemn and-ine{able 
myſtery, a work of the greatelt ſervice and 
benefit to mankind ? And therefore the ho: 
ly church triumphantly ſings: This day 
the church is united to her heavenly 
ſpouſe: becauſe Chryft in che river Jordan 
waſhed away her crimes.” And in this 
moſt excellent, work the three divine perſons 
of the molt. ſacred Trinity, in a ſingular 


manner, manifeſted themſelves, and delcen- 


ded: For the Holy Ghoſt, as a dove, 

came and remained upon him, and the 

i; voice of the Father was heard, £ wing: 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 


« well pleaſed. Matt. iii. In which place, 


faith St. Bernard + He. aid, d, #6 Hear ve 
„ him.“ 71 Mherefore, ſaith the Salut: 


75 Begin then now to lpeak, Oh bcotoves 


*1 Zeus; ſince thou. art now comm! toned 
to ſpeak ſrom thy F ather himſelf. How 


— ane oh divine virtue, . aud 4018 of 
od, how: long, I = ll you lie con- 
By concealed amidſt mankind, and appear 


106 of + only 
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only inveſted with the infirmities of, a pure 
mortal, and infignificant man? How long, 
O glorious king, and king of heaven, will 
you tuffer yourſelf to be called the carpen- 
- ©rer*s” Son, and even vouchſafe to be 
thought ſo? For the holy evangeliſt St. 
's Duke witneſieth, _ that“ “ He was ſtill 
thought the Son of 7Jofeph.” Luke iii. 
Eh humility of Crit! How greatly doſt 
thou confound. the exceſs of my vanity ; I 
© ſcarce know any thing, and yet flatter 
.*. myſelf to know much, and never know 
* when, or how to be ſilent; but without 
* ſhame, being indiſcreetly forward, and 
full of vain boaſting, I am quick in talk- 
ing, rcady in teaching, and flow in heark- 
* ening to others. But when Griſt re- 
mainced ſilent during fo long a ſpace of 
time, aud hid the treaſures of his divine 
Vwiſdom from mankind, was it, think you, 
becauſe he feared the aſſaults of vain- glory 
from the empty praiſes of men? What had 
he to fear from that who was the true 
glory of his Father? He feared however, 
but his fear was not for himſelf, but for 
* vs: he was afraid for us, well knowing 
the room there was for ſuch fear. For us 
he. was careſul, us he inſtructed more by 
© works than by words, and what he after- 
* wards taught us by word, he proclaimed 
by example: Learn of me becauſe I 

66 am 
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oy eg? meek and humble of heart.” Matth. 
We hear of very little before goncern- 
if Ling the infancy. of Feſus. Chrift, and now 
to the three and thirticth year. of his age, 
ge hear of nothing he either did or ſn 
However, from this-time he can no l. 
xemain concealed, being thus publicly 
declared by his Father.“ Thus much St. 
Bernurd. 7 — this is the authority which I 
adduced in the foregoing chapter, from 
which you may gather how our Lord eſus 
humblx remained ſilent ſo long a ſpace. of 
time for our greater ſpirirual | inſtruction. 
And you cannot but oblerve, in the whole 
teries : of What has been already faid, the 
true practice of. a profound humility, con- 
cerning which, I cannot ſpeak to you but 
with pleaſure, it being a: moſt ſublime 
virtue, and what: we ſtand. greatly in need 
of. And is with fo. much the more ſtudy to 
be fought, and admired with fo much the 
Sreater affection, by how much the more 
our Lord in every action of his hike. was re- 
markablʒ ſolicitous of practiſing it. 
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009%) 2G A Pro MY: 
|| The faft and temptations of Chriſt. His re- 
kl turn to his mother. The four means to at- wk 
l! Lain to a perfect purity of heart. The bis 
|| great advantages of prayer. The reſiſtance her 
1 to be made to gluttony. Why and for whom 2 
| - God: works tus miracles.” © © 241 Laos 
| | UR divine Lord Jeſus, immediately af- tir 
= ter his baptiſm, retired into the Wil- of 
| derneſs, to a certain mountain known by W. 
| the name of the Quarantain Peak; and there of 
taſted forty compleat days and nights; con- as 
verting (according to St. Mark) with the F 
brutes. Here then, again contemplate your It 
divine Maſter : and endeavour to copy from b 
this ſublime pattern, the many excellent bt 
virtues he points out to you in his own < 
practice. To be ſolitary. and retired from 0 
the eyes of the world, is his greateſt ambi- 4 
tion; a rigorous. abſtinence from food is his ; 


daily repaſt ; prayer, and almoſt uninter- 
rupted watches, are his darling exerciſe; 
ſhort, and interrupted ſlumbers, on the 
hard, cold, bare ground, are his {lender. rc- 
pole ; and the humble ſociety of brute beaſts, 
are all his company. Though the whole life 
of Car2/t will appear to have been one con- 
tinued ſeries of pain and corporal ſuffering: 
di yet 
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yet here it ſeems to be attended with the 
moſt afflicting circumſtances; and therefore 
deſerves a particular ſhare of your” com- 
paſſion. Pity him then, and let your. pity 
excite in you a zealous reſolution bb tinting 
his hardthips, by following the example he 
here ſets you. Four things in this paſſage 
are principally to be remarked, which are 
jointly and mutually conducive. to the ſpiri- 
tual exerciſe of every pious ſoul; to wit, re- 
tirement, faſting, prayer, and mortification 
of the fleſh. '' And it is chiefly by theſe that 
we are to hope to obtain that perfect purity 
of heart, which cannot be too much coveted, 
as it includes the poſſeſſion of every virtue. 


For purity of heart contains charity, humi- 


tity, and patience; in a word, an aſſem- 
blage of every virtuous quality, and an ab- 
ſolute alienation from vice, and all its ten- 
dencies: becauſe the heart that gives admit= 
tance to any one vice, or even ſuffers in it- 
ſelf the decay of any one virtue, from that 
moment, ceaſes to be pure. Hence, as we 
are told in the conferences of the Holy Fa- 
thers of the Deſert, the whole object of #pi- 

ritual exerciſe is, and ſhould: be, "he acqui- 

ſition of a perfect purity of heart. For it 
is hy this that every man is to render him- 
felf worthy: the bratifical viſion, as our Lord 
himſelf ſays in the golpel:: © Blefted: are 
«the clean of. — for they ſhall ſee God.” 
iL. | Where- 


#- 
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Wherefore, St. Bernard ſays: * That he is 
Aube neareſt to God, whoſe heart is the moſt 

©, purified,” The natural conſequence of 
which truth js, that to reach to an intimate 
union with God, we muſt have a perfect 
purity of heart. 

Now, towards obtaining this, gentle rea- 
der, fervent and afſiduous prayer is of the 
greateſt ſervice; as I {ſhall hereaiter ſhew 
you. But what can avail the prayer of one 
given to gluttony, inſobriety, indclicacy, 
and ſlotli? Nothing. No: faſting, and mor- 
tification of the fleſh are abfolately requilite. 
Though prudence is neceſlary in the practice 
of both, indiſcretion is the bane of every 
good action. 

Neither does retirement em of TY uti- 
1 50 For, amidſt noiſe and tumult, . how 
can prayer be performed with that decency 
which is proper to it? And who is che 
mortal ſo free from danger that dares give 
a looſe to his ſenſes, partieular ly to ſeeing 
and hearing much, without offence to his 
purity, or innocence of heart? Death en- 
<.ters by the windows: (96 our eyes) to our 
« 4ouls.” And there ore, gentle reader, 
follow. our Lord to his retirement: that is, 
ſeparate yourſelf, after his example, from 
cho commerce of the world; and be as re- 


tired as your ſtation will permit, if you width 


ty be 1 to him, and enjoy ckat b. 


> > * 
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viſion 


near *- cam. _ 
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viſion Which is the reward of internal clcan- 


neſs." Fly the converſation of all; hut more 
eſpecially of worldlings; fly the novelty of 
friendſhips, even devout ones; ſhut your eyes 
and ears to all vain and tranſitory objects; 
and fly; above all; as the moſt deſtructive 
poiſon to the ſoul, all that may in the leaſt 
diſturb the peace of your mind or breait. 
It was not without reaſon, that the Fathers, 
for their habitations, made choice of Deſerts, 
and places remote {rom all correſpondence 
with mankind; and recommended to <1! 
their pupils to be blind, deaf, and dumb to 
the converſation of the world. F. or (as 
St. Bernard ſays to this purpoſe) if you 


are deſirous of becoming ſenſible of the 


* {weet emotions of the Holy Ghoſt; if you 
© have an effettual eagcrnels to have your 
© {on wedded to God, according to the Pro- 

phet, © ſit down ſolitary, and you have 
«© raiſed yourſelf above yourlelf,” by the 


bare deſire of eſpouting the Lord of An- 
gels. In reality, is it not above your na- 
tive meanneſs to adhere to God, and to; 
become one ſpirit with him? Sit down 


therefore and be ſolitary as the turtle: 
© ved” the crowds, and have no dealings 
, can avoid, with the reſt of mankind: 
. forget even your country, and the bouſe 
1% f your father; arid the King ſhall be 
4 Gelir bus of yaur beauty.“ Endeavour 


ede L then, 
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then, oh pious ſoul, to be alone, that yon 
* may keep yourſelf wholly to him, whom 


«14 

* you have wholly choſen to your felf. Re- : r 

tire from the public; retire from your tt 
| « own ſamily; retire from your moſt inti- a wy 
[1 mate friends, and even. from your nece;: 15 
k « fary attendants. For know, that ſuch i; 1 
| © the reſervedneſs of your divine Spouſc, 41 
. © that he will never indulge you. with his u 
| compan in the preſence of others. Witl- 1141 
i draw then, but not fo. much bodily as tue 
8 mentally.. Withdraw, but let it he 1 In in- Hoi 
© tention, in ſpirit, and with devotion. For Wl m 
| * Chrift your Lord, who is preſent with 1 
| Fou, is ſo in ſpirit ; and; the retirement A 
* he expects from you, is not fo much that le 
f © of the body as that of the ſpirit. Though th 
q indeed, it wall. not be uſeleſs for you to re- th 
| tire perlonally ſometimes, if convenience 4 
4 will permit; eſpecially at the time of uU 
prayer, (as we ſhall hereafter obſerve.) 8 
Lou may truly be ſaid to be retired and 
1 alone, if your thoughts are not employcd 4 
| on trivial things, if you are not affected 

by what paſſes in company, if you con- { 

« tema what the world prize, it. you are 2 

« fatigued. with what your wordly compa- 


© nons hanker after, if you are inſenſible 
to ill-uſage, and mindleſs of injuries: 
« Other: wiſe, you cannot be tr uly decmed 
n HOWEVER. perionall y.. Uone, you 
9 * may 


, 


. - vs * wo! 
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| may chance to be. You ſee then, that it 
is not impoſſible to be retired, amidft a 
* croud ; or to be amidſt a tumule, though 
alone in a Deſert. Thus then, however 
5 great be the number of people you con- 
* yerſe with, you may ſtill be alone if you 
© will but refrain from curious ſearching 
© into their converſation, or raſlily letting 
up for a judge of it.“ Thus far St. Ber- 
ard. Hence appears how necëflary {oli- 
tude is, and how fruitleſs is that of the 
body, if unaccompanied with that of the 
mind. However, I muſt ſtil} obſerve, that 
COrpor al retirement is of the greateſt ſer- 
vice, that the mind may not loſe its recol- 
lection by exterior objects. Endeavour 
therefore, with all due affection and diſcre- 
tion, to imitate, as much as pollible, your 
divine Lord and Spouſe, in the great and 
uſeful virtues of ſolitude, prayer, faſting, 
and corporal mortification. 

Learn likewiſe, from his converſing with 
dumb creatures, to behave yourſelf humbly 
towards all, and to bear with meeknets even 
ſuch as appear to you guilty of miſhehaviour. 
To this end, pay often a mental viſit to our 
Lord in his retire ment, and obferve his 
manner of converſing there. Every faith. 
ful Chriſtian ought to repeat” this Viſit at 
leaſt once a day, from "I welfth-day to the 
end 2 his forty Hays retreat: when (as the 
I L V 2 Scripture 
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Scripture takes notice) he began to be hun- 
gry. It was this opportunity Satan laid hold 
of to approach him, and try to find out if 
he was the Son of God, by tempting him to 
gluttony. If (fays he) thou art the Son 
* of God, bid theſe ſtones be made bread.” 
But this artifice could not ſurpriſe the Maſter 
of all Wiſdom, who fo rejected it, as neither 
to be affected by the temptation of gluttony, 
nor leave the T empter room to diſcover what 
he wiſhed to know; rebuking him with holy 
Scripture, without aſſerting or denying him- 
ſelf to be the Son of God, Here let the ex- 
ample of Carr} teach you the duty of reſiſt- 
ing the pathon of gluttony ; which is the 
firſt victory we ought to begin by, it we 
mean to gain a compleat triumph over ſin. 
The man who is overcome by gluttony, is 
too weak to cope with any other vice, For, 
as the commentator upon this paſſage i in St. 
Matthew fays, He labours in vain to gain 
© a proper dominion over his vicious ap- 
petites, wha remains a flave to his own 
« 'belly,” 
Ie Devil, not diſcouraged by this defeat, 
tool our Saviour up to Jeruſalem, our di- 


vine Lord ſuffering himſelf to be carried 


about by the cruel Serpent, who'thirſted at- 
ter his precious blood, as well as after that 
of his Elect, and patiently enduring ſuch 
rough treatment to ſet us an example of 
: 4 Meek * 


— 
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mecleneſs. Attend, therefore, ſeriouſly to 
the lefſon here ſet you, and profit by it. 
When Satan had brought our Saviour to Je- 
ruſalem, he carried him to the pinnacle of 
the Temple, there to tempt him to vanity; 
deſirous, as before, of diſcovering whether 
he was the Son of God or not. But here 
again our Saviour fruſtrated his intentions, 
contenting himſelf with confounding the 
Serpent by authority of Scripture, So that, 
according to St. Bernard, Our Saviour's 
not manifeſling his divinity on theſe two 
* occaſions, was a ſufficient argument with 
the infernal Enemy to conclude, that he 
was meer man: and therefore it was, that 
f he ventured. a third time to try to ſhake 
that ſteadineſs which appeared to * to bo 
purely human.“ Accordingly the F iend 
took him to a high mountain, at a little diſ- 
tance from the above-named peak, where, 
thewing him the riches of the world, he en- 
deavoured to ſeduce him to avarice; but, to 
his utter confuſion, the Deſtroyer was again 
diſappointed, and put to flight, See then, 
and-remember what trials and uſage your di- 
vine Lord ſubmitted to, and ceaic to won» 
der that you ſhould be tempted alſo. 

' 1 Yet think not, pious reader, that theſe 
were the only trials he endured.. They who 


reckon but three temptations in the life of 


g 8 Ol mult ſurely be ignorant of Scripture, 


which 
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which'tells us that The whole life of man 
upon earth is one continued temptation.” 
Job vii. And that, he endured in the moſt 
rigorous manner. For, as St. Paul ſays, 
he was tempted in all, by finilitude” to 
us, though his temptation were but external; 
* without ſin.“ When he had gained 
the victory, the angels came and miniſtered 
to him. Here be attentive, and devoutly 
behold our Lord cating, ſurrounded by the 
angels who attend him; and endeavour to 
be preſent to every thing that is here men- 
tioned, the ſubject being very beautiful, and 
equally devout. Here it may be aſked, 
what the angels miniſtered to our Lord to 
eat after {o long and rigorons a faſt? This 
the Scripture makes no mention of, and 
therefore we may diſpoſe this victorious ban- 
quet as our devotion ſhall inſpire us. If in- 
deed we conſider the greatneſs of his power, 
the queſtion is {: dlved; becauſe, at pleaſure, 
he could have comitianded what he. pleaſed 
out of all that was created; or might have 
created afreſh, whatever ks" had conceived 
a king for. But though he made uſe of 
this power in behalf of the” multitudes whom 
ke 104 twice with a ſmall number of loaves 
and fiſhes, yet we no where find that he 
ever ee] it for his own, or Diſciples uſe. 
To the contrary, we read; that in his pre- 
ſence, the Diſtiples- were reduced to pluck 
ears 
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ears of corn to ſtay their hungry ap petites. 
So likewiſe, when fatigued with his jour- 
ney, he ſat at the well talking with the Sa- 
madritan, it is not ſaid, that he created food, 
but that he ſent his Diſciples to fetch ſome 
from the neighbouring city. So that it is 
not likely that Chriſt was fed in the De- 
ſert by any miracle, for his miracles were all 
wrought in pablic, and in the preſence of 
many. Let there were none here preſent 
with him but angels; what then can we 
find to meditate on? There were no dwell- 
ings here, nor any viands to. be found rea- 
dy prepared; ſo that we may conceive 
that the angels brought thither the food they 
found elſewhere prepared. And why may 
we not believe it to have been fo, when the 
like happened to Daniel? For when the 
prophet Abacuc, Dan. xiv. had prepared 
the pottage for lis reapers, an angel 
of the Lord took him by the hair of the 
head to Daniel, from Fudea to Bab ylon, that 
he might eat, and then brought him back. 
Let us then piouſl y meditate, and rejoice 
with our diyine Lord at his victorious din- 
ner, and with the bleſſed Virgin, who bore 
a part in his joy, though diſtant from him. 
for ve may.reafonably conjecture, that the 
heavenly Hoſt, who came to pay their ho- 
mages to our divine Saviour after his vita: 
ries. over Satan, finding him prefled with 
hunger, 


Dee 
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hunger, went, in his name, to the bleſſed 
Virgin, his Mother, and brought from her 
the neceſſary food of her own preparing, 

which they reſpectfully laid before him to 
eat. And with what love, honour and d-- 
votion, may we not ſuppoſe they adinini- 
ſtered every thing to him; one preſenting 
him bread, another helping him to drink, 
another obſequiouſly tendering to him the 
fiſh, or other humble proviſion his bleſſed 
Mother had dreſſed ſor him: And all jointly 
recreating him with heavenly ſe and 
divine canticles. This done, our Ari ine 
Lord diimiffes them to their celeſtial habita- 
tion, deicends from the mountain, and pre- 
pares to return to his bleſſed Mother to con- 
ſole her. And here, again, behold the 
Lord of all things, undertaking another la- 
borious journey on foot; and condole with 
him. He came by the way of Jordan, 
where Fohn, beholding him advancing for- 
wards, pointed him out with his finger, ery- 
ing out at the ſame time, Behold the 
Lamb of God: behold him who takes away 
the ſins of the world.” John i. It is he, 
it is he himſelf, on whom I ſaw the Holy 
** Ghoſt deſcending, when I baptiſed him.“ 
And again the next day, ſeeing him walk by 
the fide of Jordan, he cried” out a ſecond 
time, ©* Behold the Lamb of God.” Then An- 
Oo with another of Joſin's Diſciples, went 


after 
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after Jeſus: and our divine Lord, anxious 
of their ſalvation, to give them the greater 
confidence in him, turned about to them, 
and aſked, © Whom do you tcek?? To which 
they returned, Were, Lord, is your ha— 
* bitation:* He then took them with him 
to the little houſe he had retired to in thoſę 
arts; and they. ſtaid with him the whole 
day. After this, Andrew brought with him 
his brotacr Peter, whom *eſus courtcoully 
received; knowing well what he deſigned 
him to be. He then told him, that he ſhould 
afterwards. be called Cephas or Peter; and 
thus thy became acquainted, and in ſome 
mealure intimate. Aſterwar 5 Je u hay- 
ing a mind to go. into Galilee to his blæſled 
Mother, he 1- fi thoſe parts, and ſat out on 
Is journey. 

When he returned home, his holy pa- 
rents were tranſported with inexpreflible 
joy: the ſacred Virgin ran to embrace him, 
and received him in her tender and imma- 
culate arms; to whom, and to her vencrable 
Spoule, the divine Jeſus, reverently inclinc- 
ing, returnecl his tender expreſſions of joy 
with mutual tendernels, and remained y ich 
them, as hauled to do. 
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C H A P. XVII. 
Chriſt's opening the book in the Synagog ue. 

6 Gare far, by the grace of God, we have 

regularly treated the paſſages of the lite 
of Criſt, without omitting any, or at leaſt 
very few circumſtances that may be ſuppoſed 
to have attended him: but I do not deſign 
to continue the fame hereatter. For it would 
be too prolix to reduce into- practical medi- 
tations every thing he ſaid and did: Beſides, 
it ought to be our chief ſtudy, after the ex- 
ample of St. Cecily, to bear in our breaſts 
the facts relating to him. Wheretore, for 
the tuture, I ſhail only collect tome of the 
principal facts to meditate aſſiduouſly on, 
till we come to his Paſſion; for there, nothing 
ought to be omitted. Neither ought we 
elſewhere to omit any thing wholly, or to 
neglect meditating on it in a proper place 
and time. But I do not intend to be ſo ex- 
tenſive in meditations hencelorward, unless 
it be very ſeldom. Let it ſuffice to place be- 
fore your eyes the bare facts and fiyings, on 
which you yourſcives may, at leiſure, Piouſly 
and ſamiliarly meditate. For in this ſeems to 
conſiſt the clief fweetnels, efficacy, and fruit 
of theſe meditations; that, always and every- 


where, you contemplate Chri/t in ſome one 
action, 
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action, or faying of hls; ; as, when he is with 
his Diſciples, when he is with {1nners, when 
he talks or preaches to the multitude, walk- 
ing or ſitting, ſleeping or waking, cating 
himſelf, or miniſtering to others, healing 
the ſick, or doing other mir acles. In theſe, 
and fuch-like circumitances, conſider all his 
geſtures: but cipccially contemplate his di- 
vine countenance, it you can bring it to 
your imagination, which however appears 
to me the moſt difficult part of meditation. 
When you are thus contemplating the divine 
face of Chrift, conſider whether he looks 
graciouſly upon you; your conicience will 
tell you whether you may hope it or not. 
Let what has been ſaid in this chapter ſerve 
you to recur to in whatever I may hereaiter 
relate without adding any meditations to it. 
But let us proceed to che remaining part of 
this bleſſed Life. 

After our Lord Jeſus returned from be— 
ing baptiſed, he perſiſted in his accuſtomed 
humility; beginning however, by degrees, 
to manifeſt himſelf in teaching and pr reach- 
ing in a private manner. For lie is not faid 
to have taken on him the function of a pub- 
lic preacher during the whole following 
year, that is, not til} the miracle he wrought 
at the marriage- ſeaſt, which was on the day 
twelve-months after he was baptifed. And 
tho' he did ſomctimes preach, and ſuffer his 
X 2 Ditciples 
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Diſciples to baptize, yet, till aſter the im- 
pritonment of the Baptiſt, he did not, either 
by himſelf, or his Diſciples, wholly : ol; 
to preaching, eſpectally in public. Even in 
this, giving us a leſſon of ſurpriſing humi— 
lity, by paying ſuch reſpect to Join, who 
was fo gre atly inferior to him in preaching, 
as well as in every thing elſe. He did not 
begin his miſſion with noiſe and oſtenta ation, 
but CONN and gradually. 

One day therefore, being with the reſt of 
the . in the Synagogue, he ſtood up, 
and read in the book of Iſa: ab, the following 
words : * The ſpirit of the Lord's s upon me, 
« wherefore he has anointed me, he has font 
me to cvangehize to the poor.” IHatah IXI. 
'Then folding the book, this Scripture ! Is 
this day fulglied (ſaid he) in your ears.” 

chold him then here humbly taking upon 
him the oftice of a lecturer to them, and 
reading before them, with an affable and 
ſcrene conntenance: Thus he lays the Scrip- 
ture open to their underſtandings, and be- 
gins humbly to manifeſt himſalf in thole 
words, * this Scripture is this day fulfilled,' 
that is, in other words, © I am he who is 
* here ſpoken of. V chile he was ſpeaking, 
the whele aſtoniſhed multitude dwelt on 


the humble modeſty and beauty of his hea- 


venly aſpect, which added efficacy to the 
divine words he ſpoke; for he was excced- 
| ingly 
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ingly beautiful, and inexpreſſibly eloquent. 
Of both which the Prophet thus ſung; 
„ Beautiful of form above the children of 
« men; grace is difluled in thy lips.” 
Plalm xliv. 


CHAP NYE 
is calling his Diſciples. 


ND now our Lord 7eſus began to call 
his Diſciples, and to ſolicit the ſalvation 

of our race; ſtill preſ-rving unhurt, his for- 
mer humility. Peter and Andrew were the 
firſt he called; and them he called three 
times. The firſt time of his calling them 
Was (as above) near the river Jordan, where 
they firſt came a little acquainted with him; 
John i. The ſecond was from the ſhip, 
when they had been catching fiſh, as St. 
Ike relates; Luke v. Then they followed 
him only with a deſign of returning home; 
but then they heard ſome part of his doc- 
trine. The third was likewile from the ſhip, 


when, according to St. Mark, he faid to 


them, “Come after me, I will make you 
« fiſhers of men.” Mark i. Then, leav- 
ing their nets, they followed him.” Ibid. 


80 likewiſe he called Fames and John, at the 


ſame 
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fame places, tlie two laſt timess and what 
relates to them, is contained in the fam: 
places where Peter and Andrew are treated 
of. He called alſo St. John at the marriage- 
leaſt, as St. Ferom ſays, though it is not 
mentioned in Scripture. He called St. Pj. 
115, ſaying, follow me.” John i. And ſo 
he did Matthew. Matth. ix. As to his man- 
ner of calling the reſt, it is no- where written. 
Conſider here then, and behold him in the 
before- mentioned vocations, and in his con- 
verſation with them; with what affection he 
calls them, rendering himſelf aſtable, fami- 
liar, and ſociable with them; attracting them 
inwardly and outwardly, bringing them to 
his Mother's, and frequently condeſcending 
to go with them to their houſes. He taught 
them, inſtructed them, and was equally. care- 
tall of them as a mother is of an only ſon. 
It is {aid, as a tradition from St. Petgr's ver- 
bal account, that whenever he flept at the 
lame place with them, iſ, rifing in the night 
to pray according to his cuſtom, he found 
any of them flightly covered, he would gra- 
ciouſly take the pains to wray them up warm, 
having an extraordinary tenderneſs for them. 
For though they were but men of mean ex- 
traction and condition, yet he knew what 
he had defigned them for, and that they 
were to bz the princes of the world, and the 
appointed leaders of all his faithful ! in the 

ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual war to be waged againſt Satan. And 4 
here, for God's fake, conſider from what {mal 4 
beginnings the Church took its rife. "The "4 
Lord would not make choice of the wiſe and 14 


powerful of this world, leſt the wonders he 
was about to perform ſhould be aijcribed to 
their abilities; but reſerving theſe prodigtes 
to himſelf, redeemed us out of the abundance 
of his own goodnels, power, and wiſdom. 
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The converſion of water into wine at the 
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HOUGH it be uncertain whoſe mar- 4 
riage this was that was celebrated at i 
Cana of Gatilee, as the ecclefiaitical hiſtory 4 


takes notice; let us however, ior meditation 1 A 
ſake, ſuppoſe ir to be of St. on the Evange- 9 
liſt, which St. Jerom ſeems to allirm in his pre- 
face upon St. John. Our bleſled Lady was 
there preſent, not as a ſtranger invited thi- 
ther, but as the head, and principal lady of 
the feaſt, and the chief manager of it; ſo 
that ſlie was as it were at home, being in the 
houſe of her ſiſter, whole elder ſhe was. 
This may be gathered, firſt, from the text, 
which tells us, that the Mother of Jeſus was, 
tacre, 
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there, but that Jefus and his Diſciples Were. 
invited thither; which ought to he underſtood 
likewiſe of all the reſt of the perſons; preſent, 
So that when Mary Salome, the wife of Ze- 
bedy, came to her to Nazareth to tell her 

that ſhe deſigned to marry. her ſon Fo/n, 

our bleſſed Lady went back with her to Cana 
{ome days before the appointed time of the 
feaſt, to make preparations for it, inſomuch 
that when the gueſts were invited to it, ſhie 
was actually there. Secondly, it may bc 
gathered from her taking notice of the want 
of wine; by which ſhe appears not ſo much 
to be a gueſt, as concerned in the diſtribu- 
tron of the entertainment, and therefore 
Perceived the wine to be deficient. For it 
ſhe had been ſitting there as a gueſt, would 
the modeſt Virgin have fat, think you, by 
her Son, amidit the men? And if the had, 

would ſhe have riſen up among them to 
complain of the want of wine? Or even 
had the been ſeated among the women, had 
ſhe, think you, been more ſenſible of the 
want of wine than any other of her ſex there 
preſent? . Or would the have riſen from her 
teat to acquaint her Son with it? for we can- 
not ſuppoſe, that ſhe called out aloud: All 
this. ſeems. improbable ; and therefore e 
may more probably ſuppoſe, that ſho Was 
preſent. there, not merely as af gueſt, but 


ratlier as one who: ſerved and miniſtered as 


380 
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 before-rmentioned ; for it is ſaid of her: that 
ſhe was eyer ready and officious in helping 
and ſerving others. 

The third is, that ſhe commanded the 
ſervants to go to her Son, and to do what- 
ever elſe ſhe appointed them: by which it is 
plain, that ſhe had a ſuperiority over them 
and that the feaſt was ordered and diſp oled 
according to her management; and Dove 
fore ſhe was ſolicitous, leſt any thing neceſ- 
ſary ſhould be wanting. Hence then, ac- 
cording to this manner, conſider our Lord 


Jeſus at this feaſt, eating with the reſt 


of the company, ſeated not at che head 
of the gueſts, nor amongſt the chiefeſt 


of thoſe who were invited, but in the 
loweſt place, and among the pooreſt and 


meaneſt ſort, as we may gather from his 
own words. When thou art invited to a 
« feaſt, fit down in the loweſt place.” 
Luke xiv. rey or as it was ever his 
cuſtom to teach firſt by example, what he 
afterwards taught by words, it is moſt likely, 
that he took not the firſt and chiefeſt place 
at this feaſt, after the manner of the proud 
and yain ; but rather, that he choſe to ſit in 
the loweſt ſeat, among the more ſimple and 
meaner ſort of the company. Contemplate 
here likewiſe our bleſſed Lady; how oble- 
quious and chearful ſhe is, and how dili- 
SO, careful that all things might be per- 
Y formed 
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formed with great exactneſs and decency; 
ſubmiſſively helping the ſervants, and ſhiew- 
ing them how, and of what things they 
ſhould ſerye and miniſter to thoſe who w cre 
invited. And when the feaſt was almoſt to- 
wards the end, they came to her, and ſaid: 
There is no more wine left to ſet before 
them.“ To whom ſhe anſwered; *© Expect 
a a ſhort time, and I will procure that you 
may have more.“ And preſently depart- 
ing, ſhe went to her Son Jeſus, who fat 
humbly at the lower end of the table, and 
faid to him: © My Son, they have no wine, 
and this, our Siſter, being poor, I know 
not how we ſhall ſupply this Want: But 
Jeſus made anſwer, and faid : © Woman, 
* what is this to me and thee ?* This anſwer 
could not but ſeem ſevere to the holy Virgin. 
Rlit as St. Bernard remarks, *© thoſe words 
« were fall of myſtery, and were given for 
our greater inſtruction. 

Wherefore, the Saint, in this place, 
ſpeaks to this effect: Doſt thou aſk, O 
Lord, what is this to thee and to her? Is 
it nothing to the Mother and her Son? 
Do you aſk what it appertains to her, 
vhen thou thyſelf art the bleſſed fruit of 
her virginal womb ? Is ſhe not the ſame 
4 who conceived without offence to her mo- 
geſty, and brought forth without prejur u- 
5 dice to her virginity ? Is it not ſhe, in 

* whoſe 
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whoſe womb you vouchſafed to be incloſed 


the ſpace of nine months, whoſe >: acred 


breaſts gave thee ſuck, and with whom, 

at the age of twelve years, you came back 
from Jeruſalem, and was obedient to her? 
Why then, moſt beloved Fefus, doſt thou 
now perplex and grieve her tender foul, 
ſaying : What is it to me and to thee, O 
— I already comprehend that it 
was not to reproach her, or to confound 
the great modeſty of thy virgin Mother, 
which made you. fay : Woman, what 1s 
that to me and to thee? For when the 
ſervants came to thee by her orders, you 
did without heſitation what ſhe ſuggeſted.” 
* Why then, gentle reader, did: he firſt 
here 4c; her this anſwer? Truly for no 
other reaſon but for 'our inſtruction, and 
to teach us that they, who having forſaken 
the world by a thorough converſion to 
Almighty God, ſhould have no longer a 
tie to their r friends, relations, or 
parents; and that an over ſolicitude for 
the ſupplying their neceſſities ſhould not 
deter them from the daily ſtudy and prac- 
tice of thoſe Ipiritual rb belonging 
to. their ſtate and calling. For. tho? AS 


| long as we are of the world there! 1s a duty 
incumbent upon us, in regard to the care 


of our parents; yet, When we have once 


lor faken it, ſo far as even to forſake our- 
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« ſelves with it, much more ought we to re- 
Unquiſ all temporal care and ſolitude for 
* them. To which purpoſe, it is written 
« of a certain holy Monk or Hermit, who 
«© having quitted the world, and lived a 
long time a ſolitary and retired life in the 
« Deſert, being one day earneſtly entreated 
by his own brother / for his advice in ſome 
« worldly and temporal affair, he calmly re- 
< mitted him to conſult another of their bro- 
« thers who had been dead long before; to 
« whom, when the brother replied; with 
much ſurpriſe at his advice, that his other 
brother was dead, ſo am I, (anſwered the 
« Monk) alſo dead to this world, and there- 
« fore haye nothing to do in it, or with its 
« troubleſome affairs. This is what our Lord 
6 go meant when he anſwered his bleſſed 
Cc 
* to me and to thee?” * Clearly: teaching 
us not to be careful or ſolicitous for our 
friends and relations, or even parents 
themlelves, in thoſe things which are con- | 
< trary, or inconſiſtent with the rules our - 
© religion preſcribes to us. This he allo 
confirmed in another place, when, being 
told by one of the ſtanders-by,” that his 
Mother and Brethren waited without de- 
-< firing to ſpeak to him, he ſaid, Who 
* is my Mother, and who are my Bre- 
* thren?” Matth. x, Thus far St. Berne — 
| | c 
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But te return to our fubject: The bleſſed 
Virgin was not in the leaſt diſmayed or de- 
jected at this unexpected. anſwer of her be- 
loved Son; but, full of confidence in his 
great bounty and goodnels,. ſhe preſently 
returned to them, and faid; ** Go to my Son, 
© and whatever he ſhall ſay to you, do ye.“ 
John ii. They went as ſhe had ordered 
them; and having filled the water- pots of 
ſtone, which ſtood there, with water, as our 
Lord had commanded, he again {aid to them, 
% draw now, and carry to the chief ſteward.” 
Here, firſt, may we conſider the great pru- 
dence and wiſdom of our Lord Jeſus, in 


ſending the wine firſt to the chiefeſt and 


moſt dignified perſon at the feaſt. Secondly, 
we may lilcewile conſider, that our Lord fat 
not near hin, but far below him, when he 
faid; ** Take it to the maſter of the feaſt:“ 


Whereby it appears, that he held the firſt 
place among the invited, and our Lord, Je- 
Jus the loweſt, The ſervants, however, gave 
the wine to him (the chief ſteward). and to 
the reſt of the company, openly declaring 
the manner how it was made, they being 
eye-witneſſes of the miracle; and his Diſci- 


ples then believed in him. When the feaſt 


was ended, eu took Jann apart by him- 
fell, and faid unto him; Leave this woman. 


hom thou haſt — for thy wife, and 
4 follow me, and 1 will lead thee to a far 
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© niore ſublime union and heavenly marriage 
than this.“ Who, immediately left his wife, 
and followed Cvriſt, and became his Diſciple, 
And here may we learn many profitable 
things for our inſtruction and example. The 
lirſt is, that our Lord, ſanctifying by his pre- 
ſence this marriage, give us to underſtand 
that matrimony is both a lawful and honour- 
able ſtate, and ordained by God himſelf. 
And in calling St. Joh from the fame, he 
ſhews che ſpiritual marriage and union of 
the ſoul with God in a fingle life and a ſtate 
of virginity, to be much more excellent and 

erfect. 
After he hat wrought this miracle, our 
Lord Jeſus departed trom-thence, and re- 
ſolved now to attend to thoſe things only 
which regarded the ſalvation of man; and 
therefore purpoſed thenceforward, to preach 
his heavenly dectrine openly to all mankind; 
He would firſt however conduct his holy Mo- 
ther late home to her little habitation. Where- 
fore, taking her by the hand, and being fol- 
lowed by St. Jolin, and the reſt of his Diſci- 
ples, they went into Capharnaum, which is 
near Nazareth; and after ſome few days, 


they from thence reached, Nazareth. Con- 


template here, devout reader, this - bleſſed 
couple, the Mother and the Son. Conſider 
them humbly travelling on foot; and though 
wearied with the fatigues of their ) journey. 


yet 
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yet united with the ſtricteſt ties of love to 
each other. O what a heavenly couple is 
this! Such as the world was never before 
bleſſed with. Conſider likewiſe his Diſci- 
ples, who reverently follow them, and at- 
tentively liſten to the ſacred doctrine which 
proceeds from the mouth of their divine 
maſter ; who; was never idle, but was ever 
inſtructing them in ſuch things as might re- 
dound to "their good. Wherefore we may 
piouſly imagine, that the abundance of hea- 
'venly confolation, which they reaped from 
ſuch ſacred converſation greatly allayed the 
toils of their fatiguing journey. 


HAF. XX. 


The ſermon of our Lord on the mount ; 
which he began by poverty. 


UR Lord,. calling his Difciples apart 
from the crowd, aſcended with them 
to mount Tabor, about two miles diſtant 
from Nazareth, to infuſe into them his di- 
vine doctrine. For it was fit to inſtruct 
them firſt, who were to be appointed maſ- 
ters and leaders of the reſt. He taught 
them then many things in that place in a 
moſt be -autiful and ample ſermon; and na 
b wonder 
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wonder a ſermon ſhould be ſich, which was 
delivered by the mouth of the Lord. He 
taught them the beatitudes, the 'dignity of 
prayer, faſting, alms-deeds, and many 
truths relating to every other virtue, as ap- 
pears in the holy Goſpel. Which I adviſe 
you, gentle reader, to peruſe ſeriouſly and 
frequently, and to endeavour to enrich 
your memory with, for they are full of ſpiri- 
tual ſublimity; but would require too great 
a prolixity to conſider here, neither is it 
proper to croud meditations like theſe with 
too many expoſitions of ſcripture. How- 
ever, I ſhall not entirely drop them, but 
here and there interſperſe ſome few, and 
add to them ſome moral reflections of my 
own, or of the holy Fathers, as occaſion, 
and your inſtruction may require. Let it 
at preſent ſuffice to obſerve, that our Lord 
began this his exhortation with poverty ; 
giving us thereby to underſtand, that po- 
verty is the firſt foundation of all ſpiritual 
ſtructures. Hence, nothing can be more 
inconſiſtent than for Chrejt, the pattern of 
poverty, to be followed by perſons loaded 
with temporal riches; dince. they, whole 
affections are linked to ſuch fleeting vanities, 
are more properly in a ſtate of ſlavery than 
freedom. And they only, are qualified for 
being happy, whoſe hearts are at liberty. 
- Therefore it was that Chri/t told them, 
9 «« Bleſſed 
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«Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, &c.” Fox 
no heart is free, but that which is linked to 
God; and they only are fo, whoſe affections 
tend only to him. We render ourſelves ſub- 
ject to whatever we affectionately love; and 
therefore ought we to love nothing — him, 
becauſe ſubjection to him is the only true li- 
berty. The truly poor, therefore, may juſtly 
be called bleſſed, who, for God's ſake, con- 
temns all things elle. For, by this means, he 
becomes, in a great meaſure, united to God. 
Of this great virtue thus ſays St. Bernard. 

« Pove erty is a noble kind of wings that bear 
us up in a trice to the kingdom of Heaven. 

The other virtues conſequential to this, ob- 
* tain, us only a promile of it; but to poverty, 
* felicity is rather given than promi ed: 
Wherefore our Saviour ſpeaks in the pre- 
* ſent tenſe,” for theirs is the kingdom of 
© Heaven.” Matth. xii. And a little farther, 
he adds: We fee ſome poor perſons forrow- 
ful and puſilanimous, who would be quite 
otherwiſe, was their poverty ſuch as we are 
{peaking of; for then they would conſider 
themſelves as princes, and poſſeſſers of a 
heavenly Kingdom. But, alas, the genc- 
rality of mankind would be poor, upon 
condition of wanting nothing, and love no 
other poverty than fuch a ONE as is attended 
With no inconveniency.“ And elſewhere, 
And, L, Laus he; when once I am exalted 
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© above the earth, may boldly affirm, that 
will draw all things after me: for if once ! 
put on the likenefs of my brother, I may, 

without raſhneſs, adopt his ſpeech; let not 
then the rich of this world imagine, that 
the brethren of Chr:z/t poſſeſs nothing but 
© heavenly things, becauſe they hear- Chrif 
C fa, Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for 
r theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.“ * No: 
« for they are likewiſe in poſſeſſion of the 
earth; having nothing, yet poſleſſing all 
- things ; not begs ing like mumpers, but re- 
© ceiving as maſters ; ſo much the more truly 
maſters of all, as they covet nothing. In 
a word, the whole world, to the faithful 
lover of poverty, is a fund of riches; be- 
« cauſe proſperity and adverſity are alike ſub- 
« {ervient and beneficial to him. The covetous 
« worldling yearns after earthly things like a 
© beggar; the faithful loyer of poverty deſpiſes 
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them like a prince. Aſk any one of thoſe 
who with inſatiable eagerneſs purſue wordly 
gain, what they think of them who, ſelling 
« what they have to diſtribute the price of it 
* to the poor, purchaſe the kingdom of Hea- 
ven with earthly ſubſtance; and whether he 
looks upon them to act prudently or not? 
He will, doubtleſs, approve their wiſdom. 
Aſk him again, why he neglects to do him- 
ſelf what he deems well done by others ? 


He will anfiver, I cannot do it. But why? 
” « Truly 
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Truly becauſe tyranizing avarice will not 
permit him; becauſe he is not free; becauſe he 
has neither right to, nor poſſeſſion of what 
he ſeems to enjoy. If they are thine, put 
them out to intereſt, purchaſe with them a 
ſolid eſtate, and with an earthly fund buy 
an eternal heavenly one. If you are not 
Lord enough of them to have this in your 
power, I ſhall deem you not maſter, but 
flave to them; the ſteward, not the poſleſlor.” 
Thus far St. Bernard. Now let us return to 
our meditation. Conſider then our Lord Jeſus 
humbly ſitting on the ground, with his Diict- 
ples round him. How attably does he con- 
verſe with them, as if one of themſelves ; 
teaching, and in a beautiful, benign, and pa- 
thetic manner, inculcating to them the prac- 
tice of tae above-mentioned virtues, And 
ever ſtudy, as I have before adviſed you, to 
contemplate his divine countenance. Caſt an 
attentive eye likewiſe on his Diſciples, and 
imagine you ſee with what reverence, humi- 
lity, and fixed attention they obſerve his bleſſed 
aſpect, hear his wonderful diſcourſe, and im- 
print it in their minds; reaping ſovereign de- 
light from his words and heavenly looks. In 
this meditation, endeavour to ſhare their de- 
light with them; attentive, as if you, bcheld 
him ſpeaking; and ready to approach with 
them, in caſe you ſhould be called; dwelling 
on this pious ſubject, according to the len 
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and graces which it ſhall pleaſe God to beſtow 
on you. 

After the ſermon is over, behold our Lord 
Belt deſcending from the mount with his 
Diſciples, and familiarly converſing with them 
upon the road; and obſerve how that little 
ſimple congregation follow him, not in any 
formal order, but as the hen is followed by 
her chickens ; each crouding about him, and 
ſtruggling to get near him, the better to hear 
his divine diſcourſe. Think you fee the 
multitudes running to meet him, and bring- 
ing their ſick to be cured by him; for he 
cured all. TEE 


. 


The ſervant of the centurion, and the ſon of 
the prince cured by him. | 


A T Capharnaum, a certain centurion (that 
is, a captain of a company compoſed 
of a hundred men) had a ſervant Who lay 
ſick. Full of faith therefore, he ſent to our 
Lord Fefus to entreat him to cure him: and 
our humble Lord anſwered, *<© I will come 
* and cure him.” Luke vii. When the cen- 
turion heard the anſwer, he immediately 
' ſent back to him this meſſage: Lord, I 
| f | | 1 
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© am not worthy thou ſhouldit enter under 
* my roof: ſay but by word, and my k ſer- 
« yant ſhall be cured.” Upon which, Tefus, 
applauding his faith, cured the feryant at a 
diſtance. In the tame city, lived a prince 


(or petty king) who went in perſon to eus. 
beſeeching him to come to his houſe and cure 


his ſick fon. But Fefus refuſed to go, though 
he acquieſced to cure the youth. Here con- 
ſider the merit of faith in the centurion, and 
this freſh inſtance of humility in our Saviour, 
who offered himſelf to go to the {ervant, tho? 
he refuſed to go to the pompous prince. 
Here you lee that no exception ought to 
be made of perſons. Our Lord ſhews more 
regard to the ſervant of the officer than to 
the ſon of the king.” John iv. Thus then 
it little becomes us to ſhew any regard in our 
charitable offices to external pomp and ap- 


pearance: it is the goodneſs, the right inten- 


tion, and exigence of the perſon which are 
to draw our attention. In a word, our fer- 
vices to our neighbour are to be guided, not 
py complaiſance, but by chriſtian charity. 


CHAP. 
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The Paralytic brought in to our Lord by the 
houſje-top, and cured by ham. 


3 the ſame city of Capharnaum, while our 
rd Jeſus was teaching in a certain houſe 
where phariſees and doctors of the law, from 
all parts of Fudea and Jeruſalem, were al- 
ſembled to hear him, ſome people came thi- 
ther, and ſtruggled to get in, with a man ill 
of the palſy, whom they had brought on pur- 
poſe to have him cured by our Saviour. Matt. 
i. Luke v. But finding it impoſſible to get 
in at the door, for the great croud, they got 
upon the top of the houſe, and carried him 
in that way, and placed him before Chri/l. 
Jeſus then, ſeeing their great faith, ſaid to 
the paralytic "Tins Thy ſins a are forgiven thee.” 
Mark ix. The phariſees and doctors, look- 
ing maliciouſly on, ſaid to each other, that 
he had blaſphemed, ſince he attributed to 
himſelf (whom they conſidered as meer man) 
the power of forgiving ſins, which belonged 
only to God. Our benign and humble Lord, 
ſeareher of the hearts and reins of man, an- 
fwered, © Why do you think evil in your 
* hearts? That you may know (added he) 
that the ſon of man has power on earth to 
& torgive ſins, I ſay riſe and walk.” Mark ix. 


Here 
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Here are four things worthy our medita- 
tion. Firſt, the perſpicuity of Chr:/t's un- 
derſtanding, who ſaw into their hearts. Se- 
condly, that illneſs is often the conſequence 
of ſin, and that abſolution from this, often 
frees us from that; which may likewiſe be 
gathered from the ſick man cured at the fiſh- 
pond, whom our Saviour cautioned not to 
ſin again, leſt ſomething worſe ſhould befal 
him. Thirdly, that great muſt be the merit 
of faith, Aae che faith of one perſon may be 
beneficial to another; as we have before ſeen, 


in the caſe of the centurion's ſervant, and 


ſhall farther ſee, in the daughter of the Ca- 
nanean, who was cured by the faith of the 
mother. And it is daily verified in the bap- 
tilm of infants, who, if they die before their 
age of diſcretion, receive, by the faith of 
others, the earneſt by which they are ſaved 
through the merits of Ckr:/t, contrary to the 
accurſed doctrine of ſome heretics. Fourthly, 
we may meditate the goodneſs of our divine 
Lord ſitting amidſt the perverſe phariſees, af- 
fably confounding their malice, and working 
a miracle to try to convert them. Here re- 
collect what I have ſaid on the general ſub- 
ject of 1 


C HAP. 


F 
T 
LN 
4 x 
* g 
1 v9. 
- s = 
+ Fo 
: 
5 * 
9 * 
- 
"_ 
= 
: : 
- 
? 
= 
: 
- 
9 
- 
. : 
a = 
4 
, , 
” - Y 
% 5 , 
k 1 
A . 
« 2 1 6 & 
N ' 
: 
| 1. 
5 
1 
1 
1 
0 1 


DES — 5 
- 1 hs * — - J 
* 8 1 
* -. * wt . 


*. — 
" R 7 — » F 
_ - 3 » N „ — -» x © of n 
i 1 3 ** — 1 4 — a 
: 2295 8 1 w > 
K * - — l 3 - Aa fa. 1 „ ed * * „„ e —_——_" 
- : 4 K _ _ - pp A 1 y — PR > - | "—_ 
2 5 * — *_ w + 0» —— , _ — 8 2 I . f 
e wo 7 OST ian re ren K — . . wut : — 
* 2 5 — — . a” 4 — — — — 4- K Pu ” 
- - . — — 1 8 — 1 * * 
4 k 2 — K . 8 * — 2 1 — 
=_ \ FE 9 a 


— 


I” on % $- * 
9 a 2 a » 5 


- - <- * — — . _ ® 
— IE. "_ "I PR INE OT > 
Sg — _—_ 5 — - —a 3 — > vw Se 
- _ —— 


- 

* DO. 

ö . — #50” ) 
Ss ©. = 

1 


* - - 
5 
1 — Z—— —— 
7 — 4 


"I — = — 
«©. 
—— — - 
— - 4 > 


— — 


R.. 


— 
* ö 


— — - 
K Tots > * 7 


aw CC) 


n 


3 


* 
-- 
wy . — - - « 
2 — — 1 
= 22 — : 
FS n 2 29 
bo 4 
— — = - = —_ 


== * ä —— . 
. £ _ = * 
— 


156 THEN DF ELO r 


C H A P. XXIII. 


a. © 


Our Lord's curing Simon's mother-in-law. 


N the ſame city it happened likewiſe that 

our Lord called in at the houſe of Simon- 
Peter, whoſe mother-in-law was in a high fe- 
ver. Our humble Lord, informed of it, ſa- 
miliarly ſtretched forth his ſacred hand to her, 
and cured her; and ſhe immediately aroſec, 
and miniſtered to him and his Diſciples. But 
what did ſhe miniſter? We do not find that 
recorded. You may then devoutly imagine; 
that in the houſe of ſuch poor people nothing 
but poor and humble viands, ſuch as were 
toon prepared, were laid before them. Piouſly 
fancy too, that you ſee our Lord himſelf hum- 
bly helping to {et things in decent order, in 
the houſe of his Diſciple; theſe, and ſuch other 
humble cxerciſes, you may entertain your 
thoughts with; for all ſuch, we may reaſon- 
ably conceive our Lord to have done, who 
was come to miniſter, and not to be miniſ- 
tered unto. Thus then conſider him fami- 
Harty ſeated at table, under this humble root, 
in the midſt of this little company of ſimple 
ones, and chearfully partaking of their coarſe 


tgod, with fo much the more pleaſure as his 


heloted poverty preſided theres: 
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G. XXIV; 
Our Lord's fleeping in the boat. 


UR Lord 7efits, entering into a boat 


to ſleep, laying his head on a pillowy : for he 


might well be fatigued, paſhiig his nights. 


generally 1 in prayer, and his days in the toil 
of preaching: When he was aftecp, a ſud- 
den ſtorm ariſing, the Ditciples were at- 
frighted, and apprehended themielves in 
danger of a but darcd not awake 
him for ſome time. At length however, 
overcome with Eo, they rouſed him, cry- 
ing, Lord, fave us, we periſh,” Our 
Lord aroſe, and, chiding then for their 
little faith, com manded the fea and the 
„ winds, and the ſtorm gave over.” Matth. 
viii. Mark iv. Luke viii. In cheld circum- 
ſtances contemplate our Lord, according to 
the general rules I have before given you. 
Add this farther conſideration, that though 
God ſeems foinetimes to {te ecp to us, and to 
our concerns, eſpecially in time of tribula- 
tion and need, yet we ought to remain firm 
in faith and confidence, without ſtaggering; 
tor he is ever really awake, and diligently 
watchful in what regards our good and 


ſafety. | 
A A CHAP, 


with his Diſciples, comp poſed himſelr 
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C H A K X V. 
The widow's fon raiſed by our Lord. 


S our Lord was once going towards the 
city of Naim, he met a multitude of 
people bearing to the grave the corpſe of a 
Voung man, the late fon of a widow who 
ollowed. The compaſſronate Jeſus, moved 
to pity at her grief, approached, ſtopped 
the bearers. and made them ſet down the 
bier, then addreſſing himſelf, faid, © Young 
man, I ſay to you, ariſe.” And the youth, 
wio had been dead, aroſe, and he reſtored 
him to his motticrs at which all were aſto— 
niſhed, and gave pre aiſes to God for ſo great 
a wonder. Euke Vii. Here recur to the ge- 
ner: al heads of meditation. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


Our Lord's raiſing a girl from the dead, 
| and curing Martha. 


- 


IT the inſtance of a. very conſid:rable 
man, our Lord Jeſus was going with 


hint to cure his daughter. A great multi- 
N 25cqmpanied him, among: hom was 


4 


2 Won 
have | 
dalen 
wond 
that 1 
Farm 
. 
fear, 
Lord 
he 
crou 
alk, 
the 
to b 
the 
well 
cc 1 
Lut 
and 
Wit 
ma 
cc | 


CO 
{ce 
be 


lic 


1&6. US,CHRIST. 179 


2 woman extremely ill, who is reported to 
have been Martha, the ſiſter of Mary Al- 
dalen. This woman, acquainted with the 
wonders he had wrought, {aid to herict, 
that if ſhe could but touch the hem ot his 
garment, ſhe ſhould be made well. Matth. 
ix. Accordingly approaching, though with 
fear, ſhe touched it, and was cured. 0 
Lord then ſaid, Who has touched me!“ 
When Peter anſwered, Lord, you fee what 
crouds preſs upon and moleſt you, and you 
alk, who has touched me? Here coni;der 
the patience of it, who fuiFers himſelf 
to be thus frequently moleſted and preſt by 
the rude populace. However, our Lord 
well knew what he laid, and therefore added, 
I know that a virtue proceeded from m. 
Luke vii. Martha then'manifeſted her cure, 
and our Lord was pleaſe with curing her, 


with whom he was Aer wards divinely | inti- 


mate, and told her, © Thy faith hath macie 
« the well.” Here again you have a fre! 
commendation of faith : here likewiſe you 
lee, that Ci is willing his miracles ſhou!d 
be made manifeſt for the good of the pub- 
lic, and yet is ſo humble as to conceal OY 
part he has in them, attributing to the me- 
rit of her faith the eſfects of his own dri me 
power. 

Here too it is worth your notice to obſerve 
what St. Bernard remarks. - Every perfect 
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* ſervant of Chrift (ſays he) may be called 
the hem or loweſt part of CAriſt's garment, 
on account of the mean opinion he has of 
© himſelt.” Let them therefore, who, ar- 
rived to this pitch af perfection, perceive 
that God hears their prayers, and grants 
them the cure of diſeaſes, or other milfacy- 
lous powers, take care not to be elated, nor 
attribute to themſelves what is properly his 
work and not theirs. For though Martha 
touched the hem with hopes of being cured 
by the touch, as ſhe really was, yet the vir- 
tue of the cure came from the. Lord, and 
not from the hem: and therefore he ſaid, 
* I know that a virtue proceeded from me.” 

lind this well then, and never attribute any 
good to yourſel, for it all comes from our 
Lord Jeſus. 

Our Saviour after this went to the houſe 
of the great man above-mentioned, and 
finding that the girl, whom he came to 
cure, was dead, he raiſdd her again to lite, 


Here again recur to the gener: al heads of 


contemplation I have alrcady propoſed to 
you, and ſo often mentioned, W 


929 ww & 7 = * 4 * 
* , 
. * * = 
1 . 
- . F I „ y 
EY , 7 rt 
. o 


'Th 


Q 


dine 
do, 


zeal 


vii. 
ſelf 
fro1 
ver: 
too 
o t 
hac 


for 


[JESUS CHRIST. 61 


N AP, xvi 


"The converſion of the Magdalen, and 
bs other things. 


UR gracious Lord, one day, by the in- 
vitation of Simon the leper, went to 
dine with him, which he was accuſtomed to 
do, out of his natural courteſy, and the 
zeal he had for the ſalvation of fouls. Luke 
vii. Thus the divine Fefus attracted to him- 
ſelf thoſe, for whoſe fakes he came down 
from Heaven, by eating, and familiarly con- 
verſing among them. The love of poverty 
too, was another motive that induced him 
ſo to do. For he was extremely poor, and 
had reſerved nothing of earthly ſubſtance 
for himſelf or thoſe that belonged to him. 
And therefore this pattern of humility, rea- 
dily and chearfully accepted of their invita- 
tion as occaſion required, 

Magdalen, who probably had often heard 
him preach, and inwardly loved him, though 
ſhe had yet given no proofs of it, chanced 
to hear of our Saviour's dining at the houſe 
of this leper. Wherefore, touched already 
with a real ſorrow at heart for her ſins, con- 
vinced that he alone could rid her of them, 
and reſolved no longer to delay her con- 
yerſion, ſhe went ſtrait to where our Saviour 

| was; 
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was; and, with her eyes and face towards 
the ground, ſhe paſſed by the whole com- 
pany, regardleſs of all, till ſhe came to her 
beloved Lord. Then throwing herſelf proſ- 
trate before him, with a certain ſecret con- 
fidence which her inward love for him gave 

her, with a torrent of tears fhe began to 
bathe his facred feet, ſighing, and tacitly 
ſaying in her heart, * Lord, I firmly believe, 
know, and confeſs you to be my God, and 
my Sovereign: L have offended your divine 
Majelty by many and great tranſgreſſions, 

2 have multiplied my ſins above the num- 
ber of the ſands of the ſea. But, wicked 
ſinner as I am, I fly to your inercy for rc- 
fuge. I grieve and repent me from my 
ſoul, I crave pardon, am prepared to amend, 

and determined to conform my life for the 
future to your bleſſed precepts, without ever 
departing from them. Oh! reject me not; 

turn me not away from you; 1 am ſenſible 
I can have recourſe to none but you, and 
you alone I will, and wiſh to recur to; for 
you alone I love above all things. Repulic 
me not then, but puniſh my iniquities as 
you ſhall think proper; but yet, grant me 
the mercy I ſue for.“ All this w hile ſhe kept 


bathing the bleſſed feet. of Jeſus with the 


plenteous flood of her unbidden tears. — 
Hence you may ſcc plainly that our Lor d 
went always barc-footed. 


T7 x 
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At length, the illuſtrious penitent, with 
becoming reſolution, ' ſtopped her tears 
awhile; and, judging them unworthy to 
fall on our Lord's ſacred feet, ſhe wiped 
them off with her ſtately locks ; uſing her 
hair on this occaſion, becauſe ſhe had no- 
thing more precious with her for that pur- 
poſe, and becauſe ſhe wiſhed to. make thoſe 
very in{truments of her former vanity, in- 
ſtrumental to her preſent converlion ; beſides 
that ſhe wiſhed not to remove her face off the 
feet of her divine maſter. When ſhe had 
wiped them dry, ſhe devontly preſſed them 
with her lips, with frequent eagerneſs that 
ſpoke her growing love, and afterwards 
anointed them with precions ointments, as 
they were fatigued with frequent and labo- 
rious travelling. Behold her then attentively, 
conſider maturely her devotion, and dwell 
awhile on her love to Chreft, and his to her; 
and endeayour to be perfectly preſent at this 
entertainment, which was very ſolemn in 
every circumſtance. Contemplate likewiſe 
the divine Feſus how benignly he receives, 
and how patiently he bears with all ſhe does. 
He ſuſpends his dinner till ſhe has done; 
and all the gueſts are in ſuſpence at the no- 
velty. Simon could not help judging our 
Saviour in his mind; thinking he would not 
have ſuffered ſuch a woman to approach him 
if he had been a Prophet, and had known 
II HOES: © who 
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who ſhe was. But our Lord foon ſhewed 
his prophetic power, by anſwering Simon's 
thoughts with the parable of the debtor, 
And, openly to ſhew that love is the great 
end of all, concluded, Many fins arc for- 
given her, becauſe ſhe has greatly loved.” 
Luke vii. And then turning to her, Go 
„ (fays he) in peace.” O delightful and 
plealing ſentence! How gladly did Magda- 
len hear it, and how joylully retire! And 
now truly. converted, ſhe led ever aſter an 
innocent holy life; and firmly adhered to 
the ſervice and honour of him and his bleſſed 
Mother. Contemplate therefore, gentle 
reader, theſe circumſtances with all the de- 
votion you can ſummon, and labour to imi- 
tate this charity, which is ſo highly approved 
by our Lord 7e/us, as well by facts as words. 
Here then you have an expreſs proof that 
charity works a perfect peace and reconci- 
lation between God and ſinners. Hence it 
is that St. Peter tells us that Charity co- 
vers a multitude of fins.” 1 Pet. iv. As 
charity then is the ſoul of every virtue, and 
none are pleaſing to God that are got in- 
flamed with charity, I ſhall quote ſome au- 
thorities to induce you to aim at the acquiſi- 
tion of this great virtue, in order to render 
yourſelf acceptable to the bleſſed Jeſus. 
St. Bernard then ſays of it: Thus excel- 
« lent gift, charity, muſt needs be of in- 
5 comparable 
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c comparable worth, ſince the divine Spouſe 
is ſo earneſt in enforcing it to his new 
+ bride. In one place, ſaying, In t this all 
« ſhall know, you arc my Dilciples, it you 
have love for one another.” John xiii. * In 
another, I give you a new precept, that 
you love one another.” Ibid. * And 
© again,” © This is my commandment, that 
« you love one another.” Ibid xv. Pray- 
ing elſewhere, that they become one, as 
he and the Father are one.“ A little lower 
the Saint adds: What can we imagine 
comparable to this, which is prefered even 
to martyrdom, and to a faith ſufficient to 
* move mountains? Thus then when I fav 
to you, Peace be with you.” John xx. I 
mean, may your peace proceed to you from 
within yourſelves, and then all that may 
ſeem 'to threaten you with diſturbance 
from without, will neither have power to 
fright nor offend you.” 


0 


The ſame Saint tells us: The value of 


every ſoul is rated by the meaſure of its 
much clarity, is great and vaſt; tha 

which has but little, is ſinall and diminu— 
* tive, nay nothing; tor, as the Apoſtle in 


us, „If J have not charity, I am noth] ting.” 


* 


* 


lender a portion, as to love where it is be- 
ö B b love d, 


charity: As for example, the ſoul that has 


« his firſt to the Corinthiatis, chap. v. tells | 


10 % per, if it begins to poſſeſs even ſo 
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loved, to ſalute: brethren and thoſe wha 
ſalute, we cannot ſay that foulis abſolutely 
nothing, I will allow a foul to be not quite 
nothing, if, at leaſt, it returns love for love, 
and cultivates ſocial charity. And yet, ac- 
* cording to our Lord's words, how much 


La 


LY 


© more. than nothing does it do?” I can- 


© not then, by any means, think a ſoul 
great, but rather very little and very con- 
© tracted when I diſcover ſo ſlender a portion 
of charity in it: but if it grows up and 
* improves ſo as, palling the narrow limits 
* of ſo contracted a charity, to reach with 
liberty of ſpirit the utmoſt bounds of gra- 
« tuitous bounty, by extending itſelf with 
a profuſeneis of good-will to every neigh- 
© Cour, and by loving all as itſelf; can we 
any longer ſay to it, What doſt thou do 
more? For a ſoul that dilates itſelf thus 
much, mult have a heart capacious enough 
to contain all mankind, cven ſuch as it is 
not tied to by blood, hopes of intereſt, or 
any other obligation, fave that of which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks; ** Owe nobody any 
« thing, but that ye love one another.” 
However, if you will make farther ad- 
vances towards the pious invaſion of the 
kingdom of charity, and are deſirous of 
carrying your conqueſts to its fartheſt con- 
* fines, open the bowels of your compaſſion 
to your very enemies, do good to thole 
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© who hate you, pray tor thoſe who perſe- 
cute and revile you, and ſtudy to be peace- 
ful to thoſe who hate peace. Then, then 
iadeed the altitude and latitude of the Hea- 

« yens and of vour ſoul are alike, and their 
beauty the fme. Then will be fulfilled 
in you what is jung of God, „extending 
« the Heavens as a ſkin.” Pfalm ciii. And 
in this Heaven of your ſoul, grown to ſo 
* miraculous a height, width, and beauty, 
« the Moſt High will delight to inhabit, to 


6 eXPatiate, hd maniteit Js immenſity wah 


glory in.“ Thus far St. Bernard. 

You fee then, pious reader, how uſciul 
and neceſſary a virtue is charity, without 
which, it is impollible to pleaſe God, and 
with which, every one is ſure to be agree- 
able in his ſight. Study therefore, with all 
your heart, with all your mind, and with 


all your forces to poſſes it. For this po- 


ſeſſion will enable you to bear with con- 
ſtancy, courage, and chearftulnels, the 
greateſt hardſhips and ſeverities for the lake 
of God and you neighbour. 


—— — 


—— 
* „ * 


n NI. 
John ſent ls Diſciple to Jeſus. 


MAT glorious combatant and precurſor 
Of Chrif, St. John the Baytiſt, was 
fettered in priſon, by order of Herod, for 
B b 2 the 
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de ance of truth, in reproving him for 


the wife of his loving brother, 
Net . Here it was that, deſirous of 
CORD * Diſciples to the care of our 


J eff , he thought of ſending them on 
4 m he t A im; that, hearing is divine 
ages words, and ſeeing the wonders he 
ro ut, they might be inflamed with the 
ve of him, and take to following him. 
Accord! ingly ne diſpatched them to \ Yeſus, 
whoa they aſked in the name of John, Is 
it von who are to come, or are we to ex- 
„pet another?“ Our Saviour was then 
and a great multitude. Behold him then 
att-utively, and ſee with what a pleaſing aſ- 
pet he receives the meſſengers of John, 
witcly anſwering them, firſt in deeds, and 
then in words. In their preſence then he 
cured the deaf, the dumb, and the blind, 
wrought many other miracles, preached to 
the people, and then among other things 
told theſe envoys. * Go, relate to Yohn 
* what you have heard and ſeen.” They 

gladly performed their embaſſy, and related 
all to John, who as gladly received the 


— 
*. 


foy.ul tidings. And after the death of 


John theſe Diſciples firmly adhered to Chri/!. 
Aſter their departure, our Saviour beſtowed 
great encomiums on oh to the multitude, 
as that he was a Prophet, nay more than a 
* and that a Krater than him had 
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not appeared among the children of women, 
and the like, as you may find in the Goſpel. 
Contemplate then our divine Lord in every 
ſituation whether preaching or teaching, or 
doing ought elſe, as I have already counſelled 
you ſo often. 


CH X P. XXIX. 
The death of St. John the Baptiſt. 


T TERE we may pauſe awhile in medita- 
tion on the glorious end of St. 70% 
the Baptiſt. When therefore, impious He- 
rod and his infamous adultereſs had perhaps 
already plotted the death of the Baptiit, that 
they might eſcape the reproaches due to 
their criminal familiarity ; it happened that 
at a public entertainment, Herodias, the 
wretched fruit of their incefuous bed; 
danced ſo much to the ſatisfaction of Herod, 
that he gave her for a promiſed recompence 
the head of John. And in conlequenece of 
this grant, he was beheaded in the priſon. 
Behold here, how great a man 1s put to 
death, and how baſely and ignominiouſly is 
he murdered by the iniquity of a reigning 
tyrant, Oh great God, how did you ſuffer 
this! What can be the cauſe of the death - 
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ſo great a man, one of ſuch perfection and 
ſanctity as to be taken for Chrt/t? But if you 
would digeſt this well, conſider firſt the Baſt 
neſs and barbarity of his murderers, and 
then meditate on the ſingular greatneſs and 
eminence of Jon, and you will find freth 
matter of ſurpriſe, You have already heard 
above, the many and great encominms be- 
ſtowed upon him, by our divine Saviour ; 

now hear what applauſes St. Bernard gives 
him in his panegyric on him. That Mo- 
ther and Miſtreſs of all Churches, the Ro- 
* man Church (ſays he) of which it is faid : 

* I have prayed for thee, Peter, that thy 
« faith fail not, next after the name of our 
Saviour, received her conſecration and 
badge in honour of St. John the Baptiſt. 
© It was indeed, fit that the ſingular friend 
* of his beloved ſpouſe ſhould pats thither 
when ſhe was to be raiſed to her ſovereign 
dignity. Peter was crucihed, Paul was 
* beheaded, but the dignity of preterence, 
was {till given to the precurlor. Ihe 
purple of Rome is the blood of | Martyrs, 
the ſovereign honour belongs to that holy 
* partr zarcha. - Still Joln is every where 
greater, fingularly wonderful in all things 
„and above all. Who was ever fo glori- 
ouſly proclaimed ? Who was ſo amply: re- 
* pteniſhed with the Holy Ghoſt in the 
Lomb of his Mother? Whole nativity does 
— © 


* the 


© was 


Lay 


Lo 


La) 
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the church ſolemniſe beſides his? Who 


« was ever fo fond of the ſolitude of a De- 
« (ext? Who was ever known to converie 16 


« ſublimely ? Who was the firſt preacher of 


« penance, and the kingdom of heaven ? 
John. Who baptiſed the King of Glory ? 


* myitery of the trinity? John. To whom 
« did M riſt ever give teſtimony but to John 2 
And finally, to whom, after Chriſt and his 
Mother, docs the Church pay fo much ho- 
«* nour as to John? Fon is à Patriarch, 
nay, the laſt, and head of all Patriarchs : 
Jon is a Prophet, nay, more than a Pro- 


. * phet: For him, whole coming he fore- 
| * tell3, he points out with his finger: John 
is an Angel, and the choſen among Angels; 
our Saviour teſtifying it of him, ſaying : 0 
: © Behold I fend my Angel, &c.” Fohn i. 
* John is an Apoſtle, and the firſt of Apot- 

5 tles, and their Prince; and the firſt of 
5 God's Meſſenger's; John is an Evangeliit 
: and preacher of the Goſpel; but the firſt 
1 in that office: John is a Virgin, nav, the 
: * illuſtrious pattern of all Virgins. The 
0 title- ſpring of purity, and mirror of chaſ- 
8 * tity: Johm is a Martyr, and the encou- 
- * ragement of other Martyrs, and the foul 
i * of Martyrdom from the birth to the death 
e of Chriſt: he, the voice crying in the De- 


ſert, he the forerunner of the judge, and 
© the 


John. Who plainly revealed the ſacred 
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the Herald of the prvixe WORD. He is 
Elias, and till his coming, the law and 
the Prophets were ſo many lamps that 
beamed forth brightly and warmly their 
beneficent influence. I pals over in 
ſilence the proficiency he made in angelic 
perfections, by which, he not only imita- 
ted every degree of that heavenly hierar- 
chy, but even emulated the higheſt in ſe- 
raphic wiſdom and virtuc.* Thus far St. 
Bernard. Now hear that holy Archbiſhop 
of Ravenna, St. Peter Chry/ogonus, in a pa- 
negyric on the day of his decollation. 

* The life of the Baptiſt (ſays he) is the 
* {chool of virtue, the maſterſhip of life, 
the plan of ſanctity, and the model of 
* juſtice, &c.* If therefore, you compare 
the excellence of merit, and eminence of 
_ dignity in o,, with the littleneſs and 
groveling bateneſs of thoſe who beheaded 
him, you cannot help being ſurpriſed. 
What ſhall a common hangman (the baſeſt 
of human ſpecies) be empowered to take 
away the life of ſo great, fo, good a perſon- 
age, as if he was the meaneſt and moſt exe- 


crable highwayman or murderer !. Behold 


him then, with reverence and concern: 


how readily he ſtoops his neck to the com- 
mand. of this vile and reprobate butcher; 
how humbly he bends his knees, and, giv- 
ing thanks to God, lays his neck on the 
oi, block, 
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block, and patiently received the repeated 


ſtrokes of the barbarous executioner. Thus 
departs the Baptiſt, that intimate friend, 
near relation, and familiar of ovr Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Oh! what a confuſion is this 
tor us, who, at the leaſt viſit of a trivial ad- 
verſity, loſe all ſight of patience. Join, 
innocent John, meets death, and ſuch a 
death, with chearfulneſs; and we, ſtained and 
ſpotted with fin, and worthy the divine in- 
dignation, are unable to ſuſtain the 1-aſt 


contradictions, or indignities, though but 


in bare words. 

Our Saviour was abſent from the city, 
when John was beheaded,- though {111 in 
Judea. But when his death was publiſhed, 
our divine Lord wept for him, as did his 
Diſciples, and the bleſſed Virgin, who had 
nurſed him in his molt tender infancy, and 
who ſtill loved him with extreme aftection. 
Our bleſſed Redeemer, however, conſoled 
her, witli telling her, that it was expedient 
he ſhould die for the defence of the juſtice 
of his heavenly Father, that he would ſoon 
receive the reward of his ſufferings in hea- 
ven; and that it was not the will of the 
Almighty to award his Saints from death, 
lince they are not deſigned for this world: 
their kingdom and country not being 
earthly, but celeſtial. Fohn is freed from 


the chains of the body, and the powers of 


Go | death 
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death, have no more force to retain him or: 
earth, or to detain him from the kingdom of 
Heaven, whither he will ſoon be transferred 
to reign with my Father. Be then of good 
heart, oh dearly beloved Mother, all is well 
with your favourite Baptiſt.. Soon after this 
Chrift retired from thele parts to Galilec. 
Dwell, gentle reader, on the preceding 
ſubjects, endeavour to render yourſelf pre- 
ſent to them, contemplate them deyoutly, 
and when you have compleated your medi- 
tation on theſe heads, as God fhall be 
pleaſed to inſpire you, proceed to others, 
and follow your -blefled Saviour, ſtep by 


ſtep, whitherever he goes. 


he. th - AB. 
Ie conferrence our Lord Jeſus had with the 
Samaritan woman, as he fat, being fant 


and wearied, by the fide of the well to reſt 
. amfelf. | | 


IT happened upon a certain time that as 
1 our Lord Jeſus was going from the coun- 
try of Judea into Galilee, he paſſed through 
the country of Samaria, and being wearied 
Vith the fatigue of his journey, which was 
about the ſpace of fifteen miles, he far down 
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to reſt himſelf by the ſide of a well in the 
way, Which is called the well of Jacob. 
Conſider here, pious Chriſtian, thy God, 
and contemplate awhile how he is pleaſed 
to condeſcend to be tired and faint for thy 
fake. He frequently travelled, was often 
wearied, and his whole life was laborious, 
painful, and full of troubles. 

While our Lord fat thus by the welPs fide, 
his Diſciples went into the next town to pro- 
vide meat to refreſh themſelves: In the 
mean time, there came a woman of that 
country, whoſe name was Lucta, to draw 
water from the well : with whom our Lord 
began to diſcourſe, and to manifeſt himſcif 
unto her, talking of many, great, and ſub- 
lime myſterics. What the particulars of 
this difcourſe was, how his Diſciples re- 
turned again unto him, and how, by the 
woman's relation of him, the people of the 
city came out to him, and detained hun 
with them for many days together, and 
how, at laſt, he departed from them, I 
thall wholly omit, and paſs by at preſent, 
it being clearly ſet forth at large in the Gut- 
pel of St. Jolin; - to w hich I refer you, 
there fixedly to contemplate every action of 
our Lord Jeſus. For concerning the doc- 
trine, which, for our inſtruction, may be 


gathered from this part of ſacred hiſtory, 


there are many things concerning our Lord 


C'c:2 Jeſus 


— 


—— -- — 3 
* 1 
- -— © — — =_ 
- CS 
* — 


— ow" P ˙Ü¹ T 
. — OO — —— — = 


1 r 
. — SN y 


it 
* 
* 
7 
12 
#1 
n 
Li 
. 
* 


l; F 
1 
7140 


— 
— 


8 


% a SE=EY = 


— 


= = ö 
Z \# 


— 
2 


and wile men. 


doctrine. 


and humility : 
meat from the city, and defired him to cat: 
but where did he eat? Without the city, in 
the open air, and at the well's fide, drink- 


it was only once, 
happened to him, but that it was his uſual 
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Jeſus Which. are worthy our greateſt notice 
and attentidn. And firſt, his great meek- 
neſs, that our moſt humb! e Lord would 


vouchſafe to remain alone, while his Diſci- 


ples were gone into the city to buy pro- 
viſion. Secondly, he diſdained not to con- 
verſe with that low and ſimple woman, and 


to treat with her of ſuch ſublime and ſacred 


myſteries; as though he had been diſcourſing 
of them, in the preſence of the moſt learned 
This ought to reprove and 
confound the pride of the more learned, 
who imagine their labour and pains were 
loſt, in beſtowing their words, ſwelled with 
vanity, upon a few, or only on one perſon, 
eſteeming ſo lender an audience unworthy 
to receive the expoſition of their ſublime 
Thirdly, we may conſider his 
great poverty, mortification of the fleſh, 
his Diſciples bronght him 


ing of the water to quench his thirſt. And 


in this poor and humble manner, being 


weary, faint, and hungry, he refreſhed 
tiimfelf. Neither are we to imagine, that 
or by chance, that this 


cuſtom ſo to do. For we may well ſuppoſe, 


that our moſt humble Lord travelled thro” 
all 
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all the countries in the ſame manner, and 
that, though ever ſo faint and wearied, he 
oftentimes took his ſmall refection, without 
the towns and habitations of the people, 
near ſome well or river, having neither 
delicate meats, curious plates,. or delicious 
wines ; but the pure element, from the ri- 
ver or fountain, was his chief and only 
liquor. He, who makes the vineyard abun- 
dantly fruitful, the ſprings to flow with 
plenty, and gives life to all that move in the 
waters, was humbly contented, like ano- 
ther poor man, with bread and water only, 
upon the bare ground. We may likewile, 
contemplate how intent our Lord Jeſus was 
in the ſtudy of heavenly things, and of ſuch 
as regarded more the ſoul than the body; 


for being aſked by his Diſciples to eat of 


thoſe meats which they had brought him, 
he anſwered them, ſaying: I have meat 


to eat, that you know not-----my meat is 
to do the will of him that ſent me.” 
John iv. 
people of the city 


Wherefore he waited till the 
came, that he might 
preach to them; deſiring firſt to perform 


that which appertained to the nouriſhment 


of their ſouls, before that which belonged 


to the refreſhment of his own body, not- 
withſtanding the great neceſſity he had tor 
it. Contemplate well theſe things, and en- 
deavour with all your ſtudy to imitate his 
virtues. 


C HAP. 


* 
1 
1 
1 
Ti 
þ 
* 


ls - ay | 
. 4 _— — 
— N 4 — > - 
— — — —— —— - 
* — -. 
. "XAT 
c—  —- — A 1 HY 


* 
R —-— — 2, * — 


- 
— — 2 — — onond — 


1990 THE LIFE OF 


CHA p. XXXI. 


The Diſciples of our Lord Jeſus pluck ears 


of corn, and eat them through hunger, on 


the Sabbah. 


As the Diſciples of our Lord Jeſus paſted 

through the fields with him on the Sab- 
bath-day, where corn was growing, they 
plucked the ears, and rubbed them between 
their hands, and eat them through hunger. 
The Phariſces (who watched every word and 
action of our Lord, that they might find an 
occaſion of accuſing him of ſome breach of 
their law) reproved him and his Diſciples for 
it, ſaying; Thy Diſciples do that which is 
not lawtul for them to do on the Sabbath- 
days.“ Matth. xii. But our Lord, to ex- 
cuſe them, Firſt, brought the example of 
David and his companions, who, when they 
were hungry, eat the bread of the propoſi- 
tion. Have you not read (ſaid he) what 


« Dauid did when he was hungry, and they 


„that were with him: how he entered into 


the houſe of God, and did eat the loaves 
of propoſition, which were not lawful for 
** him to eat, nor for them that were with 
him; but for prieſts only?” Secondly, 
That the prieſts of the law, on the Sabbath- 
day, circumciſed and offered ſacrifice; which 
rs Are, . OT rontiions 
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are both corporal works. Have ye not 
« read in the Jaw (faid he again) that on 
« the Sabbath-days the prieſts in the Temple 
% do break the Sabbath, and are without 
« blame?” Ibid. And what might have 
ſerved for the greateſt excuſe, and indeed 
the only one, was; That the Lord of the 
Creation was himſelf preſent there, who was 
the author and maſter of the law, and there- 
fore could give them leave to break it. 

Let us now deyontly conſider, and take 
compaſſion on the great neceſſity of the Diſ- 
ciples, though in company of their Lord, 


who is the ſovereign God and Maſter of all 


things. I we duly reflect on it, we cannot 
chuſe but be inſpired with the love of poverty 
and corporal diſtreſs for his ſake. For is it 
not ſtrange to think that they, who, by a 
ſingular prerogative were choſen to the ſub- 
lime degree of the apoſtleſhip, and made 
the princes of the world, ſhould be obliged 
by hunger to eat the ears of corn as if they 
were not men, but irrational and ſenſelefſs 
animals ; and this too, in the preſence of 
him, who | is the Creator of all things, and 
who bountifully feeds and provides for every 
creature; and yet he ſees them ſuffer ſuch 
want without beſtowing his relief, as if he 
were not able to help them? But our moſt 
gracious, and merciful Lord, who wrought 
all things for our greater example, and . 
the 
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the good of our ſalvation, ſuffered them to 
be thus needy and poor, for the accompliſh- 
ment of his greateſt deſigns; as he himſelf 
allo had aſſumed the nature of man, with 
all the infirmities incident to it, but yet 
without fin. Wherefore, though he had 
compaſſion on them in this their hunger and 
dliſtreſs, inaſmuch as he was moved to it by 
the tender loye he bore them ; neverthe- 
leſs he was pleaſed with it, as he ſaw the 
good-will with which they ſuffered, that is, 
ot of pure love and affection to him. | 
And here all ſuch as have forſaken the 
world for the love of our bleſſed Lord, have 
a pertect model from which they may copy 
all thoſe virtues which are neceffary for them 
to follow; that is, patience in diſtreſs, true 
poverty of ſpirit, and the virtue of abſti- 
nence, contrary to the vice of gluttony. 
And firſt, as to patience in all our neceſſities 
and wants: ſeeing that the Diſciples of our 
Lord Fefus, who had quitted all they had 
potlefled to follow him, ſuffered with chear- 
fulneſs and patience ſuch great diſtreſs in his 
preſence, whom they ſaw feed and relieve 
miraculouſly many thouſands of other men, 
how much more ought we to be patient in 
the like neceſlities, when it ſhall pleaſe his 
divine goodneſs to afflict us with them? Since 
we are neither ſo deſerving his favours as they 


were, nor are we fo perfectly eſtabliſhed in 
his 
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his love; but rather, on the contrary, have 
deſerved, for our impatience and ingratitude 
to ſo bountiful a God, much greater puniſh- 
ments, and many more wants than his good- 
neſs permits us to ſuffer, who, perhaps, has 
never yet ſuffered us to know any want 
at all. 


Secondly, as to what relates to a perfect . 


poverty : You are to underſtand that the po- 
verty of our Lord Jeſus, without any com- 
pariſon, far excelled in perfection the volun- 
tary poverty of any other perſon. For ſuch 
who, for the love of Chr:ft, have forſaken 
all the riches and preterments of this tran- 
litory life, their poverty is generally in great 
repute with worldlings, and is commended 
and eſteemed by them as a ſublime and no- 
ble virtue. But the poverty of our bleſſed 
Lord was ever held in contempt by all; in- 
aſmuch as it was unknown to the world, that 
he voluntarily ſubmitted to it; wherefore 
they eſteemed it to be of meer neceſſity, and 
what he could not avoid; as ſeems to appear 
both in him and his Diſciples, who were 
conſtrained through hunger to pluck and 
eat the ears of corn: and as that poverty, 
which we ſuffer not by choice, but through 
neceſſity, is too often_reckoned a contemp- 
tible thing, fo likewiſe was that of our bleſſed 
Lord; fe "Tack as knew him, ſaw, that he 
had neither houſe or habitation wherein to 
Dd | re poſe 
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repoſe or put his head, which drew upon 
him the contempt and diſeſteem of all that 
b-held him. This we may gather from the 
too general practice of mankind, who con- 
ccive the utmoſt contempt, in regard to the 
poor and diſtreſſed; but if, with patience 
and reiignation, they lubmit to the divine 
will, they arc in reality moſt worthy and 
plealing in the ſight of him who left them 
this glorious cxample: Hence, it is a moſt 
dangerous and cxccrable ſin to deſpiſe any 
man in his poverty or miſery. The truly 
poor, however, are not {uch only who have 
torſaken all temporal riches, and make an 
outward ſhew and proſeſſion of voluntary 
poverty, but they, who to this add the po- 
verty of ſpirit, that is, deſire no plenty, nor 
ſcek any more comfort in the periſhable 
goods of this life, than juſt as much as may 
ſuflice to ſupport the infirmities of nature. 
For, if he that is poor remains ſo only for 
want of an opportunity of enjoying the 
.goods and plenty of fortune, ſuch a one has 
no ſhare in the holy poverty of our Lord 
Jeſus, but rather lives in poverty, miſery, 
and diſtreſs in this life, without any merit. 
of an eternal reward in the next. This is 
the true deſcription of a perfect poverty, 
concerning which virtue St. Bernard ſpeaks 
at large in his ſermon upon the nativity of 
our Lord Jeſus. e 
Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, as to the virtue of ab{tincnce, we 
may gather moſt powertul examples both 
from the Diſciples of our Lord, and from our 
Lord Jeſus himſelf. Gluttony is a vice agatnft 
which we mult ſtruggle during our whole 
life. This we are taught by the holy Fathets, 
who, by a long experience, Were tri e judges 
of its dangerous and repeated alias. And 
this more cfpecially St. Renard, who in 
many places tells us, how much we ouglit 
to ſhun tbat vice, and to nourith the bod y, 
ſo far only as is neceſfary for its ſapport. 
For whatever we allow it more than this (by 
feeding our luſt, and exceeding our pretent 
neceſſities s) WE expoſe ourſelves to the danger 
of death both of foul and body; being o 
often overcome, that, like irrational and 


ſenſeleſs brutes, we prefer the fatis'action of 
our greedy appctites to the prefcrvation of 


health, by taking ſuch meats and drinks, in 
lo grcat an excels, as we know cannot but 
occaſion many diforders within us: {o that 
not only the body remains indifpoletd to ſerve 
God, but alto the foul it therewith to much 
defiled, that we cannot recur to God with 
that purity and cleannefs of heart as is be- 
coming us. 

Sceing then, that the vice of gluttony is 
of ſo dangerous a conſequence, ard fo much 
condemned by the Fathers, we muſt cadea- 
vour to ſhun it all we can, and obtain the 
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came the infirmities of mankind by the tranſ- 
greſſion of Adam, meat and drink, which are 
medicines appointed for the curing of theſe 


7 proportion as is conducive to that end. 
Thus much may ſuffice of the virtue of ab- 
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virtue of abſtinence, which we may learn 
from the example of our bleſſed Lord, of 
his Diſciples, and other Saints; who have 
taught us to ſubdue our fleſh, and kept it in 
ſubjection by temperate food, and ſuch a de- 
_gree of abſtinence as may be guided by the 
virtue of diſcretion, which, as St. Bernard 
faith, Is not only a virtue itſelf, but allo 
the director of all other virtues; inaſmuch 
as where this is wanting, that which may 
* ſeem to be virtue, is only vice.“ And St. 
Gregory faith that © Diſcretion is the mother 
© and preſerver of all other virtues.* Which 
diſcretion, in relation to abſtinence, and the 
* 2 . 
nouriſhing of our bodies, conſiſts in this (as 
St. Auguſtine teacheth in his book of confeſ- 
ſions) that a man ought to wie the ſame mo- 
deration in eating and drinking for the nou- 
riſhment of his body, as he would uſe in 
taking of a medicine for the cure of an in- 
firmity. For as in taking phyſic we ſhould 
take ſuch a portion or quantity as is {ſufficient 
for healing our ſores, or the curing our dil- 
eaſe; fo likewiſe, as hunger and thirſt be- 


infirmities, ought to be taken only in ſuch a 


ſtinence, and the vice contrary to it, which 
1300 LF 15 
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is gluttony; which I have here taken occa- 
ſion to treat of, from the hunger our Lord 


Jeſus and his Diſciples ſuſtained, and the 
poorneſs of their {mall refection, who, for 
our example, both here and in the Deſert, 


began vigorouſly to oppole, and fight againſt 


the fin of gluttony. 


C HAP. XXX. 


The Jews, having driven our Lord Jeſus out 
of the city to thetopof a fleeþ mountain, en- 
deavoured to throw him down from thence. 


HEN our Lord Jeſus was again re- 
turned to the city of Nazareth, the 
eus deſired to ſee him work ſome mi- 
racles; but our Lord, ſhewed them, by 


many reaſons, how unworthy they were of 


ſuch ſigns. Being vehemently enraged 
againſt him, they drove him out of the 
city ; and our moſt humble Lord, cloſely 


purſued, meekly fled before them. Their 
fury was fo e increaſed and kindled 


againſt him, that they drove him to the top 


of a high mountain, that they might thence 


have an opportunity of throwing him down 


headlong. Our Lord Jeſus however, by 
the power of his facred divinity, paſſed 


through 
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through the midſt of them, and went his 


way; for the time was not yet come in which 


nie had choſen to die. Contemplate him herc, 


devour reader, flying from his enemies, and 
hiding himſelf under a rock, to ſave himſelf 
from their fury; compaſſionate him in his 
ſufferings, and endeavour to follow his ſteps, 
in the practice of humility and patience. 


— 


CHAP. XXXIII. 


The man that had a withered hand cured by 
our Lord Jeſus. 


A our Lord Jeſus was teaching in the 
Synagogue on one of the Sabbath- days, 
there was a certain man whoſe right-hand 
was withered, whom our bleſſed Lord made 
to ſtand in the midſt of the Doctors, and 
taid to them, Is it lawful or not to do good 
on the Sabbath-day ?? But they made him 
no anſwer. He therefore ſaid to the man; 
* Stretch forth thy hand,” and it was imme- 
cuately reſtored. Our divine Saviour was 
oftentimes pleaſed to work miracles; on the 


 dabbath-days to confound the perfidiouſneſs 


of the Fews, who interpreted the Jaw ac- 
cording to the fleſh; which.he would. have 
to be obſerved according to the ſpirit. Ihe 
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law did not forbid the performance of good 
works; and acts of charity were not forbid 
by the law to be done on the Sabbath-day ; 
but the committing of fins, and ſervile 
works. They however greatly ſcandalized 
and conſpired againſt him, and faid, This 
man is not of God who keeps not the Sab- 
bath.“ Our Lord Jeſus, notwithſtanding, 

did not deſiſt from working miracles on the 
Sabbath; but rather wr ought them more fre- 
quently, on purpole to undeceive them, and 
to convince them of their error. Conſider 
him then, pious Chriſtian, in the exerciſe 
of the betore-mentioned charitable and good 
actions; and, according to his example, ne- 
ver omit the doing any good work on ac- 
count of others being unjuſtly ſcandalized : 
for the fear of ſuch ſcandal ought never to 
make us deſiſt from thoſe works which are 
neceſſary for the ſalvation of a ſoul, or are 
helps to its ſpiritual advancement in pertec- 
tion. Though it 1s true, that ſometimes, to 
avoid the ſcandal of our neighbour, accord- 
ing to the preſcription of per rfect charity, we 
ſhould abſtain from ſome temporal ſatitfac- 
tion of the body rather than offend him. 
Wherefore the Apoſtle, to the Romans ſays, 


It is good not to eat fleſh, and not to 


drink wine, nor that wherein thy brother 
* is offended; or fcandalized, or weakened.” 


Rom. XIV. | F 
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C H A P. XXXIV. 


The multiplication of the loaves, and how our 
Lord ſeſus provides for thoſe who truly 


love him. 


IHE Holy Scripture tells us, that at two 
different times our Lord Jeſus wrought 

the miracle of the multiplication of a few 
loaves with which he not only fed, but fully 
latished many thouſands of people. Do you 
however, Chriſtian reader, reduce them both 
to one meditation: and attentively conſider 
the words and actions of Chri/t our Saviour, 
as they are related in the holy Goſpel. «1 
** have compaſſion (ſaith he) on this multi- 
tude, becauſe now three days they have 

continued with me. Neither have they 
* what to eat, and if I diſmiſs them faſting 
to their home, they will faint in the way: 
tor ſome of them came afar off,” Mark viii. 
After which, he multiplied the loayes, and 
they all cat, and were fatisfied. If we duly 
conſider theſe words, together with the mi- 
racle that he wrought, we ſhall find (for our 
{piritual inſtruction) many good motives to 
love and praiſe his holy name: and more eſ- 
pecially for that our Lord Jeſus here ſhewed 
himſelf to be moſt ſingularly good and mer- 
ciful, moſt kind and courteous, moſt diſcreet 
and circumſpect. | | 
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And firſt, That he was moſt merciful, ap- 
pears in the words he ſpoke, ſaying; © I have 
* compallion on the multitude.” Whereby 
it is plain, that it was his pure mercy alone 
that moved him to feed and ſatisfy them in 
their great hunger and neceſſity: for, as the 
royal prophet witnetleth ; “ All the earth is 
„ full of his mercy.” Pfal. xxxii. 

Secondly, He piainly ſhewed his wonder- 
ful kindneſs and courtely in the words which 
immediately follow: “For lo (faith he) now 
theſe three days they have continued with 
„ me, and have nothing to cat.“ Holding 
himſelf, as it were, obliged to them for re- 
maining with him thoſe three days, when 
indeed, on the contrary, it was for their 
own good and advantage, and not for his; 
ſave only, that, out of his endleſs bounty, 
his defire was, as he himſelf affirms in ano- 
ther place, to dwell with the ſons of men, 
and be converſant with them for their falva- 
tion: for they that follow him by a good 
life, and arc deſirous to hearken to his doc- 
trine, and keep his commandments, he mot 
Ungularly loves, and never withdraws his 
bountiful hand from them, but ever ſuc- 
cours and relieves them in their neceilicies. 

Thirdly, Our blefled Lord ſhewed his 
great diſcretion and circumſpection, for ſec- 
ing that many of the people were come to 
him from diſtant parts, and conſidering 
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their neceflities, and that it was dan gerous 
to diſiniſs them again faſting, he laid; 46, If 
I ditmits them taſting; to their home they 
will faint in the way.” Conſider how full 
of fweetnels and heavenly comfort were theſe 
words. The ſame daily happens to us. For 
we have not of ourſelves, wherewith to fin 
tain either body or ſoul, unleſs he pleaſe to 
give it us; and we ſhould faint 3 in our way, 
mould he leave us to ourſelves, for without 
him we cannot attain to any ſpiritual bleſo- 
ing, ſo that we have no reaſon to glory in 
ourſelves when we experience any comfort 
in our ſpiritual exerciſes ; ſince it is not our 
own, but all comes from him. And there- 
fore, if we duly reflect, Wwe ſhall find that 
the true ſervants of God, the more perfect 
they were in a holy life, the nearer to God, 


andthe more: excellently rich in the giſts of 


his divine grace; ſo much the more humble 
were they in their own eyes, attributing no- 
thing to themſelves but miſery, wretched- 
neſs, and ſin. For the nearer any one ap- 
proaches to God, the more he is illuminated: 
and therefore more plainly diſcovers the 
great goodneſs and mercy of God, fo that 
pride and vain-glory, which proceed from 
Ignorance and ſpiritual blindneſs, can have 
ng place or reſidence: in their ſoul: for he 
can have no reafon to be proud who truly 


knows God, and thoroughly examines into 


his 


— 
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his own ſtate. But to return : It is certain, 
that we come from afar off when we come 
to God, this I ſpeak in regard to myitlf, 
and to ſach as are like to. me, who have 
gone fo far aſtray. from God by the fins 
we have committed. Wherefore 1 re- 
turns again to him may be truly ſaid to come 
a long way. But after that Carrft had ſpoke 
the above-mentioned words, he thence prt o- 
ceeded to deeds. ' 

Behold: him then, pious reader, hue, he 
takes the loaves in his hands, and, having 
given thanks to God, gives them to Ins Dif 
<iples to ſet before the multitude, and mul- 
tiplied them in ſach a manner in their hands, 
that every one eat as much as they cared for. 
and there ſtill remained many baſkets full of 
ſcraps. Conſider likewiſe, how he looks on 
them while they eat, and is pleaſed in be- 
holding the ſatisfaction they receive from 
this refection. And they, at the lame time, 
admiring the wondertulnets of this miracle, 
ted both their mind and body, rendering 
praiſe and thankſgiving: to their benetactor, 
and with joy repeated to each other the 
wonderful works of his mercy. Whether 
the bleſſed Virgin was preſent or not, the 
holy Scripture makes no mention: Do you 
however, Chriſtian reader, meditate on this 
ſubject in the manner your devotion ſhall di- 
rect you, and God ſhall pleaſe to inſpire you. 


E e 2 i . 
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Our Tord fight when: they would have mane 


5 3 King: And 3 worldly honou: 3 


in gener al. 


HEN our rd had fed the multi- 

tude, as mentioned in the preceding 
chapter, they fought to make him King, 
For they conſidered that he was capable of 
tupplying their wants, and therefore they 
wilely concluded that they could not be i 
want of any thing under ſuch a King. But 
our Lord Fefus, knowing their deſign, fled 
from them to the mountains, imperceptibly 
to them, ſo that they could not find him. 
Chrift then would not accept temporal ho- 
nours. And obſerve how. truly and un- 
feignedly he labours to ſhun them: he ſend. 
his Diſciples by ſea, and goes himſelf up to 
the mountains, that, if they ſhould pcrliit 
in purſuing him, as they would probably do 
it by following his Diſciples, they might 
ſearch for him in vain among them. The 
Diſciples indeed, would not have left our 
Lord, but that he compelled them ſo to do, 
It was undoudtedly a pious dliſpoſition in 


- 


them to defire to remain with C,; but 
more pious yet to leave him for a time, out 


of Obedience to his will. Obſerve then, and 
1 meditate 
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meditate with what inward regret they de- 
part from him, And not till ke urges them 
to it, by ſignifying it to be his divine plea- 
ſure; aſter Which they- comply. aricl tt ſned 
their humility and entire tubraiflion tohis 
commands, go on board the veſtel without: 
him, However perilous and grievons it be 
to them. Thus does (%, act daily with 
us in a ſpiritual manner; be ur on gc- 
will we would never have i abtem front 
us, but his pleafure.1 is other wile : he commrcs 
into our fouls, and is ablent, at times, when 
and as he pleaſes, but ever: for our goocl. 
Hear therefore what St. Bernard fays upoft 
this ſuibject. After the divine Spouſe has 
been ſought for with continued vigils and 
pravors, and copious floods of tears, when 
* he ſcems to be within reach of lis puri 
ing Spouſe, he again eſcapes: and again 
coming up to his weeping purluer. ſatfers 
himſelf to be taken, but not-retained, five 


* 


ing as were from her arms in the very i. 
ate when the embraces him; yet it the 


taithful foul devoutly perſiſts in her pur- 


* {uit of him with prayers and tears, he wilt 


again, at length, return to her, and“ not 
difappoint her of the with of her lips.“ 


Pflal. Xxx. But again will lie diſappœar, 


and remain unſten, till again he be fought 
Natter with the whole affections; Thus white 
the foul is confined to this mortal body. 

N e 
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© it has frequently the joy of its Spouſe's 
preſence; but that joy is not compleat, 
© {ince, though his viſitations rejoice her 
aq frequently, the frequent viciſſitudes of ab- 
ſence gives her equal pain. And this the 
beloved muſt endure, till, having thrown 
off her corporal burden, ſhe ſhall be able 
to fly, raiſed on the pinions of her wiſhes, 
wafted over the plains of contemplation, 
and rapidly following her heavenly Spouſe 
whitherſoever he goes. Neither ſhall every 
ſou] attain to this, but ſuch only as by ex- 
traordinary devotion, vehement deſire, 
and tender affection, proves herſelf a true 
Spouſe of Chrzjt, and worthy that, taking 
upon him the form of a Spouſe, he ſhould 
viſit her in the nuptial- ornaments of his 
grace.“ And elſewhere the fame Saint 
fays, © Perhaps he therefore withdrew him- 
{elf, that he might be recalled the more 
earneſtly, and the more ardently retained. 
For thus he once feigned to be going far- 
ther, not that he intended to do fo much, 
as to be invited to ſtay, with that tender 
* ſolicitation, ** Stay with us, for it is grow- 
ing late in the evening.” Luke xxiv. 
And immediately he adds, This kind of 
< pious feint; or rather falutary diſpenſation 
of providence, which the incorporal word 
* corporally expreſſed to the body, the ſpi- 
* rit it frequently, in a ſpecial manner 2 


* 
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© har. to itſelf, makes uſe of to exerciſe a 
truly devout ſoul. Paſſing by, he means 
to be ſtopt; going away, he is willing to 
be recalled: his departure is a diſpenſation 
of providence; his return is ever the pur- 
« poſe of his will; and both are the effects 
of infinite wiſdom, the great ends of which 
he alone can fathom. "Experience ſhews 
that the ſoul is frequently exerciſed with 
© theſe viciſſitudes of the abſence and pre- 
«* {ence of the divine word, and he himſelf 
, Poe as much: I go and I return to 
* you.” John xiv. and likewiſe,” A little 
5 while and you ſhall not ſee me, and again 
a little while, and you ſhall ſee me.” Ibid. 
855 Oh the little while, and no little 
* while! Oh the ſhort ſpace, and tediouſly 
long duration! Beloved Lord, do you 
call it a little while when we are not to 
„ ſee you? With humbleſt ſubmiſſion to 
„ohr ſacred words, O Lord, it is a long, 
a tediouſly long, and heavy age to loſe 
6 „ght of you but for an inſtant. Yet both 
are true in different ſenſes. An age oft 
your. abſence is but a little while, if our 
merit only be conſidered ; but it compared 
to our Wiſhes, every moment is a tedious 
© age. This the Prophet hints at, ſaying, 
It he ſhould. delay, wait for him: becauſe 
„ he will come, and not tarry.“ Hab. xi. 
a „Nan will he not tarry, if he ſhould delay 


coming; 


c 
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coming; unleſs it be that his conung will 
be expeditious with reſpect to our delerts, 
** thougli flow with regard to our deſires? 
Now «the amorous Wul! is waftedk by deſire, 
und drawn on by affection, overlooks its 
* merits, ſluts its eyes to dazzling majeſty, 
0 


opens them to ſpiritual joy, fixes its hope 
An 12 vation, and in that confidently pro- 
„ coeds” Made intr epid at length by. hope, 
the boldly recalls. the divine word, and 
* confidently invites the object of her de- 
light, calling him, with uſual liberty, not 
her Lord, but her beloved Spouſe, Re- 
turn, my beloved, return.“ Cantic. i. 
And in another place, God never ccaſes 
(ſays the {ime Saint) to exerciſe with ſuch 
viciſlitudes thoſe who lead a ſpiritual life, 
| or rather thoſe whom he intends to. litt 
to ſpirituality ; vititing them betimes, 
and carly proving them.“ Ihus far St. 
Bernard. 10 | 
You have ſeen-then, gentle reader, how 
our Lord Jeu alternately viſits the ſoul. 
anc departs 45 om it in a ſpiritual ſenſe; and 
row the ſbul ought to behave under either 
c:rcumltance. She mult carneſtly and fer- 
ently ſolicit his return, yet patiently ber 
his abſ-nce, atter the example of the Diſci- 
pies, who, cut of obedience to him, enter 
the vefſcl without him, and bear up againft 
che forms that threatea them, with hope © pt 


of 


- a A 
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of his ſuecour to deliver them. But now 
let us return to our Lord eſus. 

When the Diſciples had put off to ſea, he 
went alone up to the rept artery and thus 
eſcaped the hands of them who ſought after 
him. You ſee with what care and ſtudy our 
Lord fled from the honour of a worldly 
crown. And what did he this for but to ſet 
an example for you to follow? His flight 
then was not ſo much for his own ſake as for 
ours. For he well knew what raſhneſs the 
ambition of worldly hononrs maſt hurry us 
into. For ſuch honours are the greateſt ſnare; 
I know, that can be laid to entangle us, and 
the ſtrongeſt battery that can be planted for 
the ſubverſion of our ſouls, whether it con- 
fiſts in the precedency of power, eccleſiaſtic 
or ſecular, of authority, or learning. For 

it is almoſt impoſſible for men to delight in 
honours, without ſtanding in imminent dan- 
ger, and tottering as it were on the brink of 
a ſteep precipice; nay, rather ſhould I ſay, 
without being already rolling down it; and 
that for many reafons. Firſt, Becauſe the 
mind that is once delighted with honours is 
wholly engroſſed by them, and thinks on 
nothing but conſerving and improving 
them ; and St. Gregory, in his 3oth Homily, 
obſerves, ' that every one is fo much the 
more alienated from the love of the Su- 

* preme Being as he is delighted with infe- 

Ft © rior 
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© rior objects.“ Sccondly, Becauſe hey is quite 


taken up with procuring a multitude of 
friends, acquaintances, and correſpondents, 
by whoſe means and aſſiſtance he may add 
to his honours, and conſequently muſt com- 
ply with many, things incompatible with 


- conlcience and God's pleaſure, out of mere 


complaiſance to them from whoſe familiarity 
he expects ſuch advantages. Thirdly, He 
envies thole who are poſſeſſed of = ho- 
nours he coyets, and generally detracts 
from their merit, and thus falls into envy 
and ſcandal. Fourthly, He thinks himſelf, 
and would have others eſteem him worthy 
honours, and thus becomes vain and arro- 


gant : when, according to the Apoſtle, © He 


« who thinks himſelf ſomething, when he 
« 1s really nothing, deceives himſelf.“ Gal. 
vi. And therefore Chrift ſays, When you 
have done all things well, ſay, we are uſe- 
+ leſs ſervants.” Luke xvii. But when docs 
an ambititious man ſay this? Fitthly, He 
walks not according to the ſpirit, but ac- 
cording, to the fleſh ; 1 has not his heart 
raiſed and united to Heaven, but leaves it 
looſe and, diſſipated with variety of earthly 
objects. Sixthly and laſtly, When once a 
man ſuffers in himſelf a reliſh of ambition 
for honours, he is ſo allured by them as ne- 
ver to be ſatiated, and daily hankering after 


new ones, the more he obtains, the more he 


covers 
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covets to obtain ; becauſe he vainly conceits 
himſelf to be more than ordinarily honour- 
able and worthy in the eſteem of others, as 
well as his own. Thus does he deliver him- 
ſelf up a prey to ambition, the wortt of vices, 
and the mother of many. But, to convince 
you of the malice of this vice, let St. Ber- 
nard ſpeak for me. 

Ambition {fays he) is a ſubtle evil, a 
ſecret poiſon, a hidden peſtilence, the au- 
thor of all guile, the mother of all hypo- 
cracy, the monſter-getting parent of ran- 
cour, the moth of all virtucs, the cankcr- 
worm of ſanctity, the hardener of hearts, 
creating diſcaſes from their cures, engen- 
dering ſickneſs from medicines, and de- 
ſtroying all whom it baſely ſup} plants, as 
the latent enemy undermines a city to in- 
volve its inhabitants in the ruins of it. 
And what nouriſhes this dangerous ver- 
min but the diſſipation of the mind and 
the oblivion of truth? And what diſco- 
vers this lurking traitor, and unkennels 
this worker of dar kneſs, but the light of 
truth? Such is that truth which ſays, 
** What does it avail a man, if he gain the 
* whole world, and loſe his own foul?” 
Matth. xvi. And again, © The power- 
* ful ſhall fuffer torments powerfully,” 
* Wild. vi. It is this ſame truth that gives 


4 man to reflect, how trivial is the com- 
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dt in ambition, gri rie vous the judgment 
Ly nnen it, how brief is its enjoyment, 
e obſcure 1 its end. And therefore 

5 5 third temptation, which Satan tried 
ur Lord with; was ambition, when he 
© proffered him all the kingdoms of the 
World, to fall down and adore him. You 
* Toe then, that ambition is the worſhip of 
„the Devil, for Which he promiſes his 
©-adorers in recompence, to lead them to 
«worldly honours and glory.“ In another 
Plc the Saint ſays, '* We are fond indeed 
of riſing, and covet to be exalted. For 

2 we are by nature noble creatures, and of a 
certain greatneſs of ſoul, and thereſore 
it is natural in us to wiſh to be elevated. 
5 Vet woe to us if we follow. bim, who 
fſays, I will fit on the mount of the teſ- 
4 tament, in the ſkirts of the North.” Ifaiah 
xiv. © O wretch! in the ſkirts of the North! 
that is too frigid a mount; however thou 
may 'ſt covet power and eminence, we will 
not follow thee thither. Yet how many 
to this'very day follow thy foul and fatal 


« ſteps, nay, how few eſcape being enſlaved 


by the luſt of power! Oh unhappy crea- 
-< tures, whom do you thus follow? Who is 
your guide? Is not this the mount to 
-© which the Angel aſcended, and fell a De- 
vil? Are you not aware that after his 
5 uf tortured With ENVY, and wicleedly 
W | anxious 


* anxious to ſupphnt-mankind,, he ſhewed 5 


It 
t. © them a like eminence, telling them, Von 7" 
0 «ſhall be like Gods, knowing good and 1 
d « evil.“ Gen. iii. And a little after the 72 
0 Saint adds, Such the power of ambition, Ml 
0 to deprive an Angel of angelic felicity. 11 
U * So the ambition of knowledge ſtripped bw 
t man of the glory of immortality, . Let a 
man try to aſcend the ſteep of power, how ; 
many opponents, think you, will he meet 4 
with, how many repulſes, and how difft- | ; 


* 


cult a road will he find? And ſuppoſe he 
+ ſhould attain the ſummit of his wiſhes, 
what has he wiſhed? „ The powerful 
, ſhall be powerfully tormented,” Wiſd. vi. 
* ſo that it is needleb to enter into à detail 
of the preſent folicitudes and anxieties 
* which. power produces. One ambitious 
of bloating knowledge, what labour muſt 
he not go through, what anxiety of ſpirit, 
0 and ſtill (hall hear, 7 though thou burſt 
thyſelf, thou ſhalt not overtake it.” * His 
eyes ſhall be bathed in bitterneſs as often 
as he ſees one whom he thinks. himſelf in- 
« ferior to, or fancies that others do. What 
if he ſwells himſelf with conceit ? „Iwill 
© deſtroy (ſays the Lord) the wiſdom of 
the wiſe, and reprove the prudence of 
the prudent.” 1 Cor. i. But to ſay no 
more, you have ſeen, I fancy, how much 
the ſteep of ambition, and thirft of know- 
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7 ledge and power, is to be ſhunned by ſuch 


as are any ways terrified at the fall of one 
angel, and the ruin of man.“ Moun- 


<2; \tains of - Gelboe, neither ſnow nor rain 


* ſhall fall upon you.” 
we do? 


Met what ſhall 
It behoves us to aſcend ; we are 


born, and imbibed with a deſire of eleya- 
vation: Who then ſhall teach us a ſalutary 
© alcent? Who but he who tells us, that he 


'* whois deſcended, he likewiſe is aſcended? 


It is to him we are to apply to learn the 
right aſcent, that we may not follow the 
<. footſteps: of that evil guide, or rather ſe- 
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He, the . Moſt High, 


For ſeeing that no one aſcended, 


deſcended ; and by 
his deſcent, ſecured to us an caly and ſafe 


aſcent. Hę deſbended from the mount of 
power, in ſuffering himſelf to be encircled 


Wick the infirmitics of the Heſh ; he de- 
ended from the mount of ſcience, in 


the ſimplicity of his preaching, to fave all 
ſuch as ſhould ſincerely believe. In reality, 
what can ſeem more weak than the little 


tender body and limbs of an infant? What 


more void of ſcience than a child? Who 
leſs powerful than one whoſe limbs are 


nailed to a tree, and whoſe very bones are 


enumerated? And who would be thought 
leis wife than one who ſhould voluntarily 
part with his life, and make ſatisfaction 


lor damages he had not done? Thus you 
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© ſee how much he who deſcended, leſfened 
and lowered himſelf beneath worldly power 
and wiſdom. Nor could he aſcend higher 
than he did in charity and goodneſs. But 
* where is the wonder that Ci ſhould 
climb by deſcending, when we have ſeen 
men and angels precipitate by attempting 
to riſe.“ The fame Saint ſays elſewhere, 
Oh perverſe ambition of the ſons of Adam! 
© Though it be a laborious taſk to alcend, 
and an caſy matter to deſcend, they climb 
with levity, and deſcend with difficulty; 
prone to honours, and even to eccleſiaſti- 


the very ſtrength of an angel. But to fol- 
low thee, Jeſus, no one is ready: and few 
can be dragged, much leſs led after your 
* precepts.* Thus far St. Bernard. From 
what has been ſaid, you may gather, gentle 
reader, how much it behoves you to fly 
worldly and falſe honour, and how certain 
it is that true honour is to be attamed only 
by humility. 

But what if ſome ſhould flatter their love 
and ambition for learning and honours with 
the ſpecious but vain pretext of rendering 
themſelves more ſerviceable to their neigh- 


bours in the affairs of their ſalvation ? Will | 


not St. Bernard anſwer them; Ohl that 

© they, who have thus ambitiouſly ſeized 

* thole honours, w ould but ule them with 
> 

I a 


cal dignities, a too formidable weight for 
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ledge and power, is to be ſhunned by ſuch 
as are any ways terrified at the fall of one 
angel, and the ruin of man.“ Moun- 
tains of Gelboe, neither ſnow nor rain 
* ſhall fall upon you.” © Yet- what ſhall 
we do? It behoves us to aſcend ; we are 
born, and imbibed with a deſire of cleva- 
vation: Who then ſhall teach us a ſalutary 
© aicent? Who but he who tells us, that he 
* who is deſcended, he likewiſe is aſcended? 
It is to him we are to apply to learn the 
right aſcent, that we may not follow the 
footſteps of that evil guide, or rather ſe- 
< ducer. For fecing that no one aſcended, 
He, the Moſt High, deſcended ; and by 
his deſcent, ſecured to us an eaſy and fate 
< aſcent. - He deſcended from the mount of 

* powex, in ſuffering himſelf to be encircled 
with the infirmities of the fleſli; he de- 


Tended from the mount of Mende in 


the ſimplicity of his preaching, to ſave all 
ſuch as ſhould ſincerely believe. In reality, 
what can ſeem more weak than the little 
tender body and limbs of an infant? What 
more void of {cience than a child? Who 
leſs powerful than one whoſe limbs are 
nailed to a tree, and whoſe very bones are 
enumerated? And who would be thought 
lets wile than one who ſhould voluntarily 
part with his life, and make fatisfaction 
* tor Sg he had not done? Thus * 
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© ſee how much he who deſcended, leſfened 
and lowered himſelf beneath worldly power 
and wiſdom. Nor could he aſcend higher 
than he did in charity and goodneſs, But 
yhere is the wonder that "Chriſt ſhould 
climb by deſcending, when we have ſeen 
men and angels precipitate by attempting 
to riſe.“ The fame Saint ſays elſewhere, 
Oh perverſe ambition of the ſons of Adam/ 
* Though it be a laborious taſk to alcend, 
and an caſy matter to deſcend, they climb 
with levity, and deſcend with difficulty; 
prone to honours, and even to eccleſiaſti- 


the very ſtrength of an angel. But to fol- 
* low thee, Jeſus, no one is ready: and few 
can be dragged, much leſs led after your 

« precepts.* Thus far St. Bernard. From 
what has been ſaid, you may gather, gentle 
reader, how much it behoves you to fly 
worldly and falſe honour, and how certain 
it is that true honour is to be attained only 
by humility. 

But what if ſome ſhould flatter their love 
and ambition for learning and honours with 
the ſpecious but vain pretext of rendering 
themſelves more ſerviceable to their neigh- 


bours in the affairs of their ſalvation ? Will 


not St. Bernard anſwer them; Ohl that 

* they, who have thus ambitiouſly ſeized 

* thole honours, would but ule them with 
o 
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cal dignities, a too formidable weight for 
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2 fidelity equal to the confidence with 
e which they thruſt themſelves into them!” 
But T wiſh it does not prove impracticable 
to gather the ſweet fruits of charity from the 
bitter plant of ambition. Now to have that 
thorough contempt for honours which they 
Way deſerve, requires a more than ord. 

nary ſhare of the ſablimeſt virtue. For, as 
St. John QMryſoſtom obſerves, to be in the 
* midft of honours, and make a right uſe 
of them, is like a man's converſing with 
© a very beautiful young creature, and 
© making a law to himſelf never to caft a 
© looſe look on her.” A man therefore un- 
doubtedly ſtands in need of the greateſt for- 
titude of mind to make a proper, and none 
but a proper uſe of the power and honours 
confer red upon him. 


C H AP. 


Our Lord frayed upon the mount ; and, de- 


ſcending. walked on the waters : With ſome 
reflections on Prayer. 


1 . the Diſciples had None om Boaft 
and ſet ſail, our Lord went up a high 
mountain, and remained there till the third 
wateh of the night, in event prayer to his 
eternal 
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erer -nal Father. Whence you ſee that our Lord 
frequently ſpent his time in prayer, and of- 
ten the whole or beſt part of the night. Be- 
hold him then in this devout exercile, how 
he humbles himſelf before his divine Father, 
and, like a good ſhepherd, ſolicits for us 
his flock ; and this in a ſtate of mortification, 
of watching, and retirement. And why 
chiefly does the do this, but to {et us the ex- 
ample of prayer, as he ellewhere recom- 
mended it to his Dilciples both by word and 
example. 1 John ii. He told them, * e 
neceſſary to pray and never ceaſe;“ pro- 
poll ing to them the examples of the judge 
and the widow, as related, Luke xvili. to 
exhort them to confidence in praying, and 
to perſeverance in importuning: to which 
he added another example, of the friend, 
who lent the loaves to his friend, merely to 
avoid being any longer ſolicited. And all 
this was pur irpoſcly meant to inculcate to- us 
the virtue of prayer. And indeed, it is a 
virtue of the greateſt efficacy towards ob- 
taining all that i is uſeful, and removing all 
chat is hurtful to us. | 
Would you obtain patience to bear up 
againſt adverſities; be aſſiduous in praying. 
Mould. you obtain ſtrength to overcome 
G g trials 
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trials and temptations ; be aſſiduous in pray- 
ing. Would you become acquainted with, 
in order to avoid, the ſubtle deceits of Satan; 
would you chear fully perſiſt in the ſervice 
ot God, and tread the paths of mortifica- 
tion ind affliction for his fake ; would you 
enounce all carnal deſires, and wholly be- 
bug yourſelf to a ſpiritual De ; be aſſiduous 
in praying. It you with to deſtroy evi] 
thoughts; be a man of prayer. If you are 
cleſirous to cnrich your mind with holy re- 
flections, and your heart with virtuons, fer- 
vent, and pious deſires ; be a man of prayer. 
If you are willing to corroborate your good 
purpoſes with manly reſolution and ſteady 
perlerrerance; be a man of prayer. Ina 
word, whether you mean to extirpate vice 
from, or implant virtue in your breaſt, make 
Prayer your conſtant application. For it 1s 
by prayer you receive the unction of the 
Holy Ghoſt, who inſtructs the mind in all 
6; 8015 Prayer lifts a man to contempla- 
fon, „aud brings the ſoul to the embraces of 
ber heavenly Spouſe. Such are the power 
and efficacy of prayer. In confirmation of 
all this, without recurring to any of the nu- 
merous teſtimonies in holy writ, it is ſuffi- 
cient to recollect the many ignorant and il- 
literate perſons who by prayer have ob- 


tatned—aad-ilil. daily obtain theſe fruits. 
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ibemſelves up to the exerciſe of prover, if 


they mean to be Chriſtians ; but this! is more 
eſpecially incumbent on, perſons in a _rcli- 
gious ſtate, who are ſuppoſed to be mote 
at leifure. 

To this, gentle reader, I very much ex- 
hort you; make it the principal bufinets of 
kte, after the neceſſary occupations of your 
ſtate are complycd with, to attend to praycr. 
Let prayer be your delight; and take plea- 
ſure in nothing fo much as in converüng 


with God; which | is done by prayer. Put, 


that you may have the advice of a more able 


counſeller than I am, to determine vou, 
hear what St. Bernard ſays to the pur poſe 
They (tays he) who make prayer their 
frequent ſtudy, are ſenfible of what I fay, 
Oltentimes we approach the holy altar 
With a coldneſs of devotion, and kncel 


oo 
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heart; but, perſiſting in it, ſuddenly We 


* tcel ouriclves repleniſhed with grace, the 


Lay 


breaſt is nouriſhed with the heavenly al;- 


ment, and the whole interior widens to 


oy 


the inundation of piety.* - And again in 
another place he ſays, As often as I talk 
* of prayer methinks ſomething inwardly 
* ſays to me, whence is it that of all who 

perſiſt in prayer, there are ſo iew who are 
* ſenſible of the fruits of prayer? We ſeem 
* to return from prayer juſt as we went to 
8 2 t; 
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* us any g grant. But follow not your own 
| experience; ; rather let faith direct you: 
for faith is ever true, but experience oſten 


otherwiſe. Now does not the truth of faith 


* tell us by the mouth of Chrift, © What- 


ever ye alk praying, believe that ye ſhall 
« receive, auc! it ſhall be done unto you.” 


Mark ii. Let none of you then, bre- 
* thren, deſpiſe or think lightly of his own 
prayer; for he to whom we pray, does not. 
Scarce has our prayer gained utterance, 
when it is recorded by him; and one of 
the two we may infallibly depend on, that 
he either will grant what we aſk, or what 
is more uſeful. We ourſelves are igno- 
rant what it moſt behoves us to aſk; but 
God compaſſionates our ignorance, and 
ſtill receives our prayer ſo as to grant us 
what is better for us, inſtead of the uſcief 
or pernicious fayours we ſolicit. So that 
prayer is never barren, provided it be 
made with the requiſite condition men- 
tioned by the Pſalmiſt, that is, delight in 
God.“ Delight in the Lord, and he will 
% grant you the petitions of your heart.“ 

Pſalm xxxvi. Thus St. Bernard. And a 
little lower he adds, * Obſerve (ſays he) 
that ſuch are called the petitions of the 
heart which reaſon dictates as judicious 
ones. N either have you cauſe FE com- 


plain, 
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0 plain, but rather to return God. thanks 
vith ſentiments of utmoſt gratitude, ſince 
«ſuch is the great care he takes of you, that 
« when you aſk what is uſcleſs, or perhaps 
« detrimental to you, he grants you ſome- 
thing better in the ſtead of it: like a ten- 
der parent who gives a child bread when 
© he aſks it, but gives him not a knife for 
* aſking. Jou are to take notice that the 
© petitions of your heart are wholly con- 
* tained under theſe three heads, (nor can I 
ſee ought which a good man can covet that 
is not included in them) namely, the goods 
in this life, which are thoſe of the body 
and thoſe of the foul, and are two of the 
© three heads; the third is, the beatitude of 
eternity. Wonder not that I include the 
goods of the body among the blethngs 
« which we are to aſk of God; for corporal 
gifts are no leſs his than thoſe of the ſpirit, 
and therefore are to be aſked of him as far 
as is neceſſary or conducive to the ſpi- 
ritual: for example, we may, nay ought 
to, alk and hope for the neceſſary ſupport 
to enable us to ſerve God. But our great 
ſolicitude, our moſt fervent and picus im- 
*portunity, ought to be for obtaining vir- 
tue and the grace of God for our ſouls in 
this life, and glory in the next, where 
both body and foul will be crowned with 
compleat felicity,* And a little farther hie 
| | lays, 
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ſays, Let prayer then for temporals be con- 
fined to abſolute neceſſaries: let prayer for 
the ſpiritual profit of the ſoul be free from 
all impurity, and directed wholly to the 
divine pleaſure: but let prayer for eternal 
< happineſs, with all due regard to humility, 
be bold and daring, with preſumption on 
God's mercy alone.” * He that would 
pray apart, and with fruit, (fays the ſaine 
Saint) mult chuſe not only his place, but 
© his time The time of faſting is certainly 
the fitteſt; eſpecially when the! night huſhes 
nature in a profound ſilence, for then 
prayer will be both purer and more free. 
KRiſe, according to the Prophet Jeremiali; 
Lam. ii. Riſe in the night, in the b<- 
*© ginning of your vigils, and pour out your 
« ſoul like water in the preſence of the Lord 
„your God.“ How ſecurly does prayer 
- aſcend by night, when no witneſſes are by 
but God and his angel who preſents it at the 
altar of Heaven! How grateful and pleaſing 
does modeſt ſecrecy make it appear in the 
eyes of the Almighty ! How terene and un- 
diſturbed does it reach his ears, when re- 
moved from noiſe and hurry | And finally, 
How pure and ſincere muſt it be when un- 
ſullied with worldly ſolicitudes, and not 
tempted by public applauſe and flattery! 
It was for this reaſon that the ſpouſe in 
the Cantzcles retreated to the pr Naas. of 
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her bedchamber, and to the ſtillneſs of the 
night, to ſeek her ſpouſe the divine word, 
that is, to pray. For in reality they are 
© one and the ſame thing. Since, otherwiſc, 
* you cannot be properly ſaid to pray, if in 
* your prayers you leek ought beſide the di- 
vine word, or on his account, for he con- 
* tains all you can ſeck. In him are the re- 
* meches for all diſeaſes, ſupplies for all ne- 
ceſſities, helps for all detects, and variety 
* of perfection. In him, in ſhort, you may 
find whatever is neceſſary, fit, or uſeful. 
It is needleſs and uſcleſs therefore to aſk 
any thing beſide the divine word, who 


Lay 


* himſelf contains all things. For even if 
* we ſhould, when neceſſity requires, aſk of 


* God any temporat favours, provided we 
* aſk them as we ought, for the fake of the 
divine word, we cannot ſo much be ſaid 
to alk the temporals as the word, for 
* whoſe ſake we aſked them.“ Thus tar St. 
Bernard. 

You have heard then, gentle reader, the 
beautiful words of St. Bernard, that ſablime 
contemplative, that refined taſter of prayer 
and ſpiritual {fwectneſfs. Reflect then on 
what he ſays, that you may be able to reliſh 
it: for to this end it is that I the more fre- 
quently and willingly interſperte his words, 
'winch are not only fall of ſpirit and pene- 


tr rating. to the Beat but eloquent, and pa- 
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thetically moving to the ſervice of God. He 
was truly full of wiſdom, and eminent in 
ſanctity: endeavour therefore, I intreat you, 
to imitate him; put his wholeſome counſel; 
in practice, chat my quoting him may gain 
its purpoſe. But let us return to our Lord 
While our Lord was praying on the 
mount, the Diſeiples at fea were in great 
affliction and dilmay, the wind being con- 
trary/to them, and the veſſel harraſſed with 
tempeſtuous weather. Behold then, and 
compaſſionate them amidſt thus ſevere tribu- 
lation. Thev are attacked by a ſtorm, in a 
dark night, and without their Lord. A ſe- 
vere tribulation indeed! At the fourth hour 
of the night, our Lord deſcended from the 
mount, and walking on the waves, came up 
to them. Contemplate here our Lord, who, 
e with long watching and prolix pray- 
g, deſcends bareſooted from this ſteep and 
Celine cragsy mountain, and walks upon 
the waters as on dry land! Thus the crea- 
ture knew and confeſſed its Creator. When 
he drew near to the ſhip, his Diſciples ſec- 
ing him, and thinking him a ſhadow or 
ſpectre, {creamed out: But our gracious 
Lord, unwilling to terrify or afflict them 
any longer, pacified them, faying, I am 
here, be not afraid.” Matth. xiv. Then 


Peter, confident of the Lord's power, began, 
with 
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with his leave, to walk likewiſe on the wa- 
ters; but deſponding, was about to ſink, 
when our Lord ſtretched forth his right- 
hand, and faved him from ſinking. The 
gloſs upon this place tells us, that our Lord 
made him walk on the waters, to give him 
a proof of his divine power; and ſuffered 
him to plunge in them, to remind him of 
his weaknels, and not proudly to Pens 
on an equality with God. 

Our Lord afterwards entered the veſſel; 
the ſtorm ceaſed, and ſerenity enſued. The 
Diſciples received him with reverence, re- 
joiced, and felt a more refined tranquility 
than before. Contemplate him and his Diſ- 
ciples in every one of theſe paſſages, which 
are rich in matter of devotion. You may 
likewiſe draw from them the moral reflec- 
tion, that our Lord frequently does the ſame 
with us in a ſpiritual ſenſe, ſuffering his be- 
loved to be inwardly or outwardly afflicted 
in this world, “ becauſe he ſcourges every 
« child whom he accepts.” Heb. xii. * For 
© they (as the Apoſtle adds) who are out of 1 
© diſcipline, are not legitimate children, but 
© baſtards,* It is neceſſary therefore for us 
to undergo trials and afflictions in this life; 
from thence we gain knowledge, acquire 
yirtues, and learn to keep them when ac- 
quired ; and what is more, on them we build 


ay our hopes of future and eternal rewards. 
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For which reaton, we ought not to repine 
and be impatient under them, but to love 
and like them. But becauſe the advantage 
of tribulation is great, and yet unknown t to 
many, we ther efore look upon them as dif- 
ficult, nay, inſupportable. Therefore, gen- 
tle reader; that you may be inſtructed to bear 
them as you ought, I will, according to my 
cuſtom, bring you the authority. of St. Ber- 
nard. * Tribulation (fays he) is uſeful, it 
works a trial, and leads to glory. Jam 
„with him (ſays the Lord) in tribulation.” 
Let us give thanks then to the Father of 
Mercies, who is with us in tribulations, 
and: conſoles us in every affliction. - For, 
as I faid, tribulation is a neceſſary good, 
which is changed into glory, and termi- 
* nates in joy: a : long, an ample, a plenary 
joy, which no one ſhall ſnatch from us. 
© Tribulation is neceffary ; and this neceſſity 
brings forth our crown. Let us not deſpiſe 
© this Ted, brethren ;_ it is a ſmall one in- 
geed, but great in the fruits it is big with. 
Grant it to be taſteleſs,'grant it to be bitter, 
even grant it to be a grain of muſtard.: Let 
us not look upon the outſide, but on what 
it contains. What you behold of it is tem- 
poral, the reſt you cannot ſec, is eternal.” 
And lower down, he ſays: I am with 
« him in tribulation, (faith, the Lord) and 
66 I ſhall require no other merit than tribu- 
« lation.” 
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lation.“ How good then is it for us to 
: « adhere to God. I will do ſo then, and 
« eyer place all my confidence in him, for 
that he ſays, I am with him in tribula- 
« tion; I will free him and glority him.” 
« Plalm xc. My delight (ſays he) is to 
« be with the children of men.” * He 
came upon earth to be with thoſe who are 
« ſad at heart, and to be with us in our tri- 


l : : 

« bulations. But there ſhall come a time 

« when we ourſelves ſhall be lifted to meet | 
: « Chriſt in the air, and thence to remain for- ; 


« ever with our divine Lord, provided we, 
in the mean time, endeavour to have him 
with us here. O Lord, it is good for me 
to be troubled fo thou be but with me. 


| « Nay infinitely better is it than banqueting 
* or triumphing without thee. The furnace 
; tries the potter's veſſels; and tribulation 
, the juſt. What are we afraid of? Why : 


G do we deſpond? Wherefore do we fly 
* the furnace? Does the fire rage? No 
matter; the Lord is with us in tribulation. 
4 * If God is with us, who dare be againſt us? 
+ WM © What does it import who it is? If he has 
but hold, who ſhall make him quit his 
© hold? Laſtly; If he glorifies, who has 
power to humble? * Let us not then 
(days the ſame Saint) glory in hope alone, 
but even in tribulation.* * I will gladly 
„glory in my weakneſs, that the ſtrength 
| 1 of 
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*© of Mit may dwell within me,” ſays St. 
Haul, 2 Cor. xii. O deſirable ecke 
© W Mich is "rewarded with the ſtrength of 
©:Chrift 1-1 Ah who will give me not only to 
e be dak, but event to faint, and be loſt 
to myſelf, ſo I be but ſtrong in force of 
the Lord of forces. For ſtrength 3 is per- 
fected by weakneſs, and virtue gathers 
force lou infirmity, as the ſame Apoſtle 
ys. And again: When I am weakened 
then I grow ſtrong.* It is for this rea- 
„on, (adds St. Bernard elſewhere) that the 
ſpouſe in the Canticles calls her Beloved 
not a bundle, but a little bundle; for that 
love make every burthen light, and every 
grievance portable. Well might ſhe call 
him little, for “ a little one was born to 
1 us:“ But more eſpecially for that the 
1186 ſufferings of this world are not to be com- 
t pared to the future glory which will be re- 
e vealed in us,“ if we — St. Paul, Rom. 
55 vii. For our preſent momentary light 
©: tribulation will, on high, work in us an 
eternal weight of glory beyond meaſure,” 
5 79 as the ſame Apoſtle ſays, 2 Cor. iii. And 
that will one day be a heap of glory to us 
uvhich is now but a little bundle of bitter- 
neſs. And may it not truly be called a 
Httle bundle, ſince Chriſt himſelf tells us, 


» 6x 


that his yoke is ſweet, and his burthen 
4s 180150 Not chat it is Nun in itſelf; for 


2 - the 
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© the bitterneſs of death is a ſevere and 
* dreadful trial, if it be conſidered only on 
* its own account, yet love makes it ſeem 
light and eaſy.“ The ſame Saint elſewhere 
ſays, If we caſt an eye over the whole 
Church, we may eaſily obſerve, that the 
* ſpiritual members of it are much more 
.* combated than the carnal are. This is the 
* craft of pride, envy and malice, always 
to diſturb the moſt perfect: according to 
the words of the Prophet, © his food is 
of the choſen fort.” Abac. i. * Nay, it 
is the diſpenſation of divine providence 
that it ſhould be ſo; not ſuffering the weak 
to be tried beyond their ſtrength, but 
drawing even advantage from temptation ; 
while the more perfect, but encreaſe the 
number and glory of their triumphs over 
their enemy, in every freſh trial they un- 
dergo. With much more eagerneſs and 
warmth the adverſary ſtruggles to defeat 
the Church's right wing rather than her 
left; not labouring ſo much to defeat the 
main body of her forces immediately, as 
indirectly to weaken it by waſting the very 
ſoul of it. Now (adds the Saint a little 
lower) there all our reſiſtance is required, 
where neceſſity urges moſt, where the 
weight of war hangs heavieſt, where the 
battle is the warmeſt, and the combat moft 
preſſing.“ Again he adds; This the 


great 
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great grace of God to his Church; this his 
* mercy towards his ſervants; this his re- 

* gard for his elect, that covering her left 
wing to ſpare and wink at its weakneſs, 
he heads and ſupports her right: Hence 
the Prophet, in the perſon of the Church, 
© ſays; +41 took care to Have the Lord al. 
„ways before me, for he is at my right- 
hand that I may not be moved.“ Plalm 


alway aan yright; take hold of my right- 
* inaid, fon I Kerio that no adverſary can 
affect me, if no iniquity ſways me. Let 
my left berharrafſed and mutilated, let it 
be afſailed with injuries and aggravated 
with inſults; I willingly facrifice it, fo 1 
be under your cuſtody 
<that' vo ſtand at my right-hand.“ And 
elſewhere, It is one rhing (ſays he) to be 
C 2 by virtue, another to be ruled by 
45 — is one thing to be abſolute in 
virtue, another to be deli ghtd' in ſweet- 
neſs. For though wilom be powerful, 
and virtue fweet, yet, to give words their 
true meaning, vigour belongs properly to 
virtue; and ferenity of foul, with a kind 
of ſpiritual ſweetneſs, is the certain mark 
of widom. And this I believe the Apoſtle 
tant when; aſter many fine counſels re- 
lating to virtue, her adds, that wiſdom 
4 reli. in ſweetnels in "the Holy Spirit. 
3 "PR « To 


xv. And again: O's00d Jeſus] be thou 


and protection, ſo 


** 
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Io xeſiſt then, to repel force With force, 
6 hich are properties ſtrictly helonging to 
virtue) are undoubtedly attended with 
real. honour; but that honour a very labo- 

rious one. For there is a wide diffęerenec 
between the painful defence of their io 


6 
nour, and quiet poſſeſſion of it. In ſhort," 
6 


* 


tg be actuated by virtue, and to be in full 
enjoyment of virtue, are two, things. 
„Whatever virtue produces, wikdoam en- 
„joys: „and what wiſdom diſpoſes and xe- 
0 ſolvcs, virtue moderates, and puts in prae- 
tice. Write wiſdom in your leifure,”” 
c ſays the wile man; Eccleſ. xxxyii;1 The. 
 leiſurg chen of wildem is buſinaſb 7 and: 
a „the. more wiſdom is at leiſurr, he more | 
active it is in its proper ſphere „n the 1 
«other ice, virtug; ſhines the hrigliten, for By 
x render and tobe; properly activg. ia he 1 
proof gf virtug. % So that if annrone. | 
* thould, define 10 to be he love of | 
uMrtue, I cannot ſee how he Would be- 4 
wrong. Fer where there is love; labour 1 
becomes ſweetneſs. And therefore, per- f 
haps, Miſdom (which in Latin is Sapientia) 
* takes its ctymology from Sabor, reliſh, as 
a kind, of quality tor ĩingredient added to 
Virtue, which, gives a reliſn to that Whieh 
* would, otherwiſe, be merely, taſteleſ;,and 
inſipid. Nor ſhould J think it amiſs to 
6 fine wiſdom, che veliſh of good. It be- 
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longs then to virtue (adds the Saint) to 
bear troubles with fortitude; but to wil- 
dom, the rejoicing in tribulations. To 
comfort your heart, and ſuſtain the Lord, 
is the of virtue; but to taſte and ſec 
that the Lord is ſwect, is that of wiſdom. 
And that the properties of both may the 
better appear from nature itſelf, let it fut- 
*. fice to obſerve, that modeſty of mind is a 
certain proof of wiſdom, as conftancy is 
of virtue. And right it is that wiſdom 
* ſhould follow virtue, ſince virtue is a kind 
* of ſolid foundation on which wiſdom raiſes 
the ſuperſtructure.” In another place he 
ſays, Happy the man who directs the ſut- 
< ferings and paſſions with a view of juſtice, 
ſo as to bear all he ſuffers for the Son of 
© God, without complaining at heart, but 
with praiſe and thankſgiving. He who 
© carries himſelf thus, properly takes up his 
bed and walks. Our bed is our body, in 
© which before we were languiſhing, ſubſer- 
vient to our unruly. deſires and lawleſs 
appetites. We then take up this bed when 
ve compel it to obey the ſpirit.” The 
« ſ5irit (lays the fame Saint) is truly mani- 
„fold which inſpires,” ſo many different 
© ways, the children of men in ſuch a man- 
ner, that no one can abſcond, or ſkreen 
© himſelf from its heat. Inſomuch, that it 
9 given them for their uſe, for we, 
for 
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for ſalvation, for help, for comfort, and 
for feryor in deyotion. For the: ufes of 
„life, it is given to the, good and bad; and 

« yields alike to the worthy and the unwar- 
thy abundance of adyantages, without 
Hany limits prefixed to it: and therefore 
© he would be highly ungrateſul who ſhonld 
deny or not acknowledge theſe benefits, of 
the ſpirit. It is given for miracles, in the 

many ſigns, prodigies, and wonderous 

virtues it operates by the hands of ſome. 
It was the ſpirit operated ſo many marvel- 
lous works in antiquity, and which con- 
firms our faith, in old miracles, by the 
daily new ones it manifeſts to us. But as 
the gift of miracles is not always uſeful. to 
the operator of them, therefore the, ſpirit 
is likewiſe given to ſalvation, as when, 
with all our heart, we turn to the. Lord 


* 


the midſt of our ſtruggles with trials, ob 
trouble, it aſſiſts our weakneſs. And, 
when the ſpirit gives teſtimony to our ſpi- 
rit that we are the children of God, that 
inſpiration is given us for our ee, e 
Finally, the ſpirit is given for fervor, 
when, breathing ſtrongly into the hearts 
of che perfect, it ae a powerful flame 
of Arias charity, by the means of which, 
in the hope of the children of God, we 
glory 3 in tribulations, deem ſcandal an ho- 

. * Nour 


e 


A 


6 


our God. It is given for help, when, in 


r 
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* Nour to us, rejoice in the! injuries done us, 
and are tranſported with pleaſure when 
© loaded with contempt. To all of us then 
the ſpirit is given for ſalvation, but not 
© altke for fervor. There are but few rc- 
pleniſhed wich this ſpirit ; but very fe, 
who covct and purſue it. We are con- 
© tent with our own narrowneſs; and nei- 
© ther labour to breathe liberty, nor eyen 
© fo much as to afpire to it.“ Thus far St. 
Bernard. 

You have ſeen then, gentle reader, the 
many and beautiful reatons which the Saint 
gives, to ſhew how neceſſary afflictions are 
ſor us. Wonder not then chat our Saviour 
ſhould ſuffer his Diſciples, whom he loved 
fo tenderly, to be harraſſed with tempeſts, 
tears, and afflictions, ſince you fee the great 


uſefulneſs of them. We frequently read of 


their being agitated with ſtorms and contrary 
winds, bat never read of their being once 
fhipwrecked,. Which ought to ſerve 1 you as 
a lellon ro ſtand firm, patient, and chearful 
amidſt the contradictions and trials you may 
meet with; and to to cxerciic yourſelt 1 in the 
prattice of the ſpirit, as, filled with its fer- 
vor, to covet ju Ferings lor the ſake of our 
Lord Feſtus Chriſt, who choſe this way for 
himtelf and his followers, and \ was the firſt 
to tread it before us. 
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Chriſt . the daughter of the woman n.of 
Chanaan, who was poſſeſſed with the Devil ? 


and how our Angel Guardians faithſully af- 


S our Lord Jeſus was going about cxcr- 
ciſing the laborious function of preach- 
ing, and curing the infirm, there came to 
wan a woman of Chanaan (that 13, of the 
land of Chanaan, and of the race. of the 
Gentiles) beſeeching him to heal her daugli- 
ter, who was poſleſſed with the Devil. For 
her faith was ſo great, that ihe firmly be- 
lieved, without hefitation, that he could do 
it. And though our Lord as yet made hcr 
no anſwer, ſhe {till perſiſted, and perſevered 
to cry out, and to beg of him to have mercy 
on her: inſomuch that his Diſciples, compaſ- 
ſionating her cries, carnellly intreated him 
in her behalf. And, when our Lord at length 
made anſwer, that it was not good to take 
* the bread of the children, and to caſt it 
to the dogs;” the, with protound humi- 
lity, replied, that the dogs alſo eat of the 
« crums that fall from the table of their 
« maſters.” Wherefore, ſhe was thought 
worthy | to be heard, and was granted what 
ahe petitioned, for. , | 
lv 11 2 WE Conſider 
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-- Conſider here our Lord Jeſus and his Diſ- 


nds; and have recourſe to the general 

heads of meditation, as I have before pre- 

ſeribed to you. Reflect however, at the 

fame- time, on the virtues of this woman, 

and--endeavour to profit by them, which 

were chiefly three. The firſt was, her great 
faith, which even extended to her daughter, 

and- for which ſhe was praiied by our Lord. 

The ſecond was, her perſeverent prayer 
ſince ſhe was not only perſeverent but im- 
portunate : which importunity is alſo ac- 
ceptable to God, as I have before ſhewed 
you on other occaſions. The third was, her 
profound humility; for ſhe neither denied 
Herſelf to be included in the compariſon 
which our Lord made, nor thonght herlelt 
worthy to be reckoned among his children, 
or to have the bread itſelf; but was content 
to receive the crumbs only. Wherefore ſhe 
greatly humbled herſelf, and therefore ob- 
tained what ſhe ſought for. The fame will 
happen to you if, with a ſincere, pure, and 
faithful mind, perſevering in prayer, you 
humble yourſelf before God, eſteeming your- 
felf unworthy to receive any good from him, 
you may then undoubtedl y expect to obtain 
what you aſk for. And as the Apoſtles in- 
terceeded for the Chananean, fo will your 
Angel Guardian interceed for vou, and of- 60 
fer up Four prayers to the Almighty: Upon $6:p 


* which 
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which head, hear St. Bernard; Often when 
my ſoul has been ſighing, praying, and tor- 
« menting itſelf with anxiety for its hea- 
« yenly ſpouſe, and that the dearly deſired, 
and ſo much ſought-after, has, in his own 
« mercy, condeſcended to meet her, 1 
« thought ſhe might, from her own expe- 
« rience, repeat that of Jeremiah: Thou 
« art good, O Lord, to ſuch as hope in thee, 
« to the ſoul which ſeeks thee.” * Nay, the 


very angel who accompanies our heavenly 


« ſpouſe, is the previous miniſter, or rather 
* plenipotentiary, of the ſecret ſalutation, 
this angel, I fay, with what joy, with what 
delight, with what tranſport, turning to 
© our Lord, does he ſay; I render thanks 
to thee, O Lord of Majeſty ;” © Becauſe 
© thou haſt given him his heart's deſire, and 
« haſt not witholden the requeſt of his lips.” 
Pſalm xx. le it is who ſeduloufly, and in 
every place, as a conſtant purſuer of the 
_ © font, never ceaſes to admoniſh it by con- 
« tinnal ſuggeſtions, ſaying; Delight thy- 
«« ſelf in the Lord, and he will give thee the 
« deſires of thy heart.” And again: Wait 
on the Lord, and keep his ways. Though 
„he tarry, wait for him, becauſe he will 
* ſurely come, he will not tarry.” Haba. ii. 
And to the Lord he ſays; As the hart 
panteth after the water-brooks, ſo this 
5 panteth after thee, O God.” Plalm xli. 
i © He 
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He hath deſired thee in the night, and thy 
e ſpirit in the inmoſt receſs of his heart. 
From the morning he hath watched unto 
* thee.” And again: The whole day he 
* hath ſtretched out his hands unto thee. 
«© Diimiſs her, for ſhe crieth after thee. Re- 
* turn, O Lord, and vouchſafe to give car. 
Look down from Heaven and behold, and 
<< viſit the forſaken.” *«* The faithful para- 
* nymph-who is conſcious without envy of 
the natural love between the foul and her 
« ſpouſe, ſeeks not any thing for himſelt, 
but only the glory of his Lord. He paſſeth 
mutual between the heavenly ſpouſe and 
his beloved, offering her vows, and bring- 
ing his gifts, exciting her to love, and 
* moving him to mercy. Sometimes like- 
'£ wile, though but ſeldom, he renders them 
| preſent to himſelf; either attracting her, 
| * or inviting him, for. he is familiarly 
known in the ſacred manſion of Heaven, 
nor fears a repulle, ſeeing daily the face 
* of the heavenly Father.“ Thus far St. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 


The Phariſees and others fſcandalized at the 
words of our Lord Jeſus. 


E ought never to wonder that ſome 

'Y take occaſion of ſcandal at our words 
and actions, though never ſo good and per- 
fect; ſeeing that this often befel our Lord 
himſelf, who could not err in word or deed. 
For it happened at a certain time that the 
Phariſees aſked our Lord, why his Diſciples 
did not waſh their hands before they cat? 
Our Lord anſwered them ſharply, and re- 
proved them for having more regard to the 
outward cleanlineſs of the body, than the 
inward purity of the foul. At which anſwer 
they were ſcandalized; but our Lord re- 
garded them not. 

At another time, as he was preaching and 
teaching in the Synagogue, ſome of his Diſ- 
ciples being too worldly,. and not under- 
ſtanding him, went away. But to his twelve 
Diſciples he ſaid, Will ye alſo go away?“ 
And Peter, in the name of the reſt, anſwered 


him; To whom ſhall we go? thou haſt the 


„words of eternal lite.” Conſider him in 
theſe and the like things; how he ſpeaks with 
authority, and teaches with true doctrine, 
having no regard to the ſcandal of the WOW 
an 
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and ſimple: bene we Bey” . 
F irſt, That we are not to depart from the 
virtue of juſtice on account of another per- 
fon being ſcandalized. Secondly, That we 
ought to be more careful for the inward pu- 
rity of our hearts, than ſolicitous for the 
outward cleanlineſs: of the body; which 
thing our Lord, in another place, more ex- 
preſsly recommends, ſaying, in St. Luke, 
that © we mult live according to the ſpi- 
„ rit;” ſo that the words of our Redeemer 
ſhould not ſeem ſtrange. to us, as: they did 
to thoſe Diſciples, who, when Chriſt bad in 
St. Jon; © Unleſs you eat the fleth of the 
© ſon of man, &c.“ could not bear to hear 
them; and therefore, being ſcandalized, de- 
parted from him: but we ſhould rather ac- 
knowledge them to be the words of eternal 
life; chat, together with the twelve that re- 
mained with him, we may endeavour per- 
tectly iS 1 imitate him. 


CH AP. XXXIX. 
The reward which our Lord Jeſus has promijed 
10 thoſe who forjake all for him. 


\ $ St. Peter, the prudent and faithful Dit. 
ciple of Te efus Chriſt,, on a certain oc-. 


calion aſk-d him, in the name of the reſt of 
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his brethren the Ap oſtles, concerning nde 
reward they mould hape who had 5 aitted 
the world, and all things in it, for the love 
of him: Our Lord, amongſt other things, 

anſwered him: © That they, who ſhould for- 


* ſake all worldly things to follow him, 


« ſhould receive a reward of a huadre >d-fold 


in this world, and life everlaſting in the 
next.“ Conſider well the greatnels of this 
reward, exult with the utmo!! joy, and ren- 
der praiſe and thankſgiving to the Lord, who 
has placed thee in a tate of negotiating 10 ack- 
rantageouſly for thyſelf as to be able to gain 
a hundred for one, and withal, eternal 11 
This hundred-fold, however, is not to 55 
underſtood of temporal things, but of {pi- 


ritual ones only ; that 1s, of inward conſo- 
lation, and heavenly virtues, which we ſhall . 


prove by experience, and not acquire by 


knowledge. For when the ſoul begins to 


8 
have a true reliſh for the virtues of poverty, 


charity, patience, and other Chriſtian per- 
fections, and takes pleaſure and delight in 
the conſtant practice of them, may it not tr uly 
be ſaid of her, that ſhe has received a hun- 
dred-fold? And if at length ſhe ſtill riſes to 


more ſüblime degrees of perfection, ſo. as 


frequently to partake of the inward. viſits 


of her divine” and heavenly ſpoule, may. it 
not again bz Affir ner with truth, that. ſhe ; 


Of | 
has receiv, <a a thou ind-fold for all Whatever 
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it be that ſhe has leſt hens for his ſake? You 
ſee then the veracity of the words which 
were uttered by eternal truth, who never 


fails even in this world, to rewird the foul 


that is truly devoted to him with a hundred- 
told, and this not once, but frequently ; af- 


fecting 3 it often with ſo deep a ſenſe of his 


divine love as to make it eſteem as dun 

every. thing it has forſaken, and the, whole 
world itfelf, for the fake of obtaining the 
poſſeſſing of its divine and heavenly. ſpouſe. 
But that you may be more amply. inſtructed 
in relation to this hundred-fold gift of the 
golpel, and may reap more benefit from it, 
hear what St. Bernard ſays on that head. 
If any one (ſays he) mould ſay, ſhew me 
the hundred-fold that is promiſed, and I 
* will freely quit all things of this life to 


obtain it. But why Mould I ſhew it? 


Since faith, which has human reafon {or 


ſooner give credit to the evidence of man 
than believe the promiſes of truth? © You 
err by diving too deeply into the hidden 
8 myſteries of God, Unleſs you. believe, 


* you. cannot underſtand. . Ir is a hidden 


, manna ; and in the apocaliſpe of St. Join 
| a new name. is promiſed, that. ſhall over- 


conmie; a. name which no one knows but 


he that. receives. it.“ And again he ſays: 


. Does he not poſſes 7 hangs to whom all 
| things 


1 — 


its voucher, can have no merit. Will you 
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' things are turned to good? Has he not 
0. received 2 hundred-fold who is filled with 
© the Holy Ghoit, and poſſeſſes Chriſt in his 
« breaſt? Or rather, ſhall-we not tay, that 
the Vilitation of. the Holy Ghoſt, and the 

« preſence of Teſus Chriſt, far exceed the 
* hundred-fold gift of any other thing? 
„% Oh! how great is the multitude of thy 
« ſweetneſs which thou haſt laid up for 
e thoſe that fear thee, which thou haſt 


« wrought for them that truſt in thee!” 


faith the royal Pſalmiſt, Plalm xxx. Ob- 
© ſexve here how the foul breaks forth into 
the remembrace of the abundance of ſpi- 
« ny ſweetneſs, and how, in endeavour- 
ing to expreſs herſelf, the multiplies her 

words. How great (ſüth ſhe) is the 
„ multitude, Kc. This hundred-fold, 
therefore, is the adoption of children, the 
freedom and fir{t-fruits of the ſpirit, the 
delight of charity, the glory of a good 
conſcience, and the kingdom of God which 
is within ns. It conſiſts not in meat or 
drink; but in the juſtice, peace, and Joy 
* of the Holy Ghoſt. A joy indeed, not in 
the hopes of a future glory, but rather in 
the preſent ſuffering ot tribulations. This 
© 1s that fire which Chriſt would have vehe- 


mently to be enkindled. This is the vir- 


tue which made St. Andrew ſo chearfully 
* embrace the croſs he was to die on, St. 
| K k 2 C Lawrence 


A 


6 that ſhould follow him, for it is a © gift, 
Gand peace to the ele of God.“ it! 18 
©the' peace of the father, and a gift of fu- 
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K 
I Lawrence deſpiſ: the butcheries of his cruel 
S toraiits, and which made St. Stephen, at his 
Sdtatli pray for thoſe who ſtoned him.— 
„ISR is Hat Peace which Chrift left to thoſe 


tte glory. It exceeds all ſenſe, and is 
6, „Bot to be compared with any thing under 
he Heavens, or whatever is deftreable in 
this world. This is the plentiful grace of 
© "devotion, and the holy unction teaching 
„us All thoſe things, which they prove who 
5 „are experienced, and they who have 
not experienced arc ignorant of.“ Thus 
r St. Bernard. Rejoice then, and be glad, 
and as I hive {aid before, render thanks to 
God that he has called you to recelye this 
hundred-fold, and invited you to enter of- 
ten into this. paradiſe of joy, which by the 
ſtndy and exerciſe of prayer, you may hope 
to obtain. 


* 


i , Y - 
s » - 4 
. 


— 3 W * > —_— LA * bs * 


CHAP, XI. 


Our Lerd Jets aſked * Diſciples A the 
Jews aid of him. 


S our blefled Lord was coming into the 
quarters of Cefarea Philiþpi, he aſked 
his r N What the Zews faid of him, and 
% A likewile, 


* 
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likewiſe, whom they thought him to be, and 
other things. Some of them anſwered, and 
faid; * Some take you for John the Baptiſt, 

60 others for Elias, and others for Jeremiah, 

e Or one of the Prophets.” But Peter, for 
himſelf and the reſt, anſwered ; I hou art 
« Chriſt the Son of the living Bad.“ And 
our Lord ſaid to him; Thou art Peter, 
« and upon this Rock I will build my 


« Church, and the gates of Hell ſhall not- 


prevail againſt it.” And at the ſame time 
gave him the keys of Heaven, the power to 
looſe or bind upon Earth. Behold here then, 


pious reader, both our Lord and his Diſci- 
ples, and contemplate them according to 


the general rules before given you. And 
obſerve morcover, that Peter, whom Cirijt 


had ſo exalted above the reſt, was a little at- 


ter called Satan by the ſame rid, becauſe, 
through the too great attachment which Pe- 
fk. had to the viſible preſence of it's hu- 

manity, he endcavoured to perſwade him 
from ſuffering, and from going through his 
Paſſion. Do 3 you likewile follow the exam- 
ple of Chrift, and eſteem them to be your 
enemies who endeavour to draw you from 
the practice of {piritual exerciſes for the 
lake of any tempor al view or corporal al- 
leviation. of | 


CHAP. 


a. 
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ib. SI 0 H A P. XII. 
The glorious Transfiguration of our Lord 


Jeſus on mount Tabor. 
= his. Apoſtles' in the ſteadfaſt beliet both 
of his divinity and humanity, firſt ſnewed 
them that he was perfect man, by living 
among them as man: and that he was allo 
perfect God, by the wonderful miracles he 
wrought, Which far ſurpaſſed the power 
and. nature of a pure man. He had like- 
wiſe farther: told them, that, as man, he 
ſhould ſuffer a moſt painful and approbrious 
death; and afterwards riſe again glorioufly 
to life, as he was God. After all this he 
concluded and ſaid; that there were ſome 
of them which were then preſent, who 
ſhould not fee death till they had firſt feen 
the ſon of man (which was himſelf) comin 
in his kingdom; that is to fay, beheld him 
in his glorious Transfiguration, and ſaw his 
ſacred humanity reſplendently ſhining with 
a wonderful brightness, as they ſhould after- 
wards behold him in his heavenly glory. 
To this purpoſe thereſore, about eight 
days after, he took with him three of his 
Ditciples, Peter, James and John, and went 


© to | the” top of a high mountain called Ta- 


bor, 


UR Lord Fefus deſirous to ſtrengthen 


bor, 2 
that 1 
his ce 
beaut 


ther 
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zor, and was there transfigured before them; 
that is, he was ſo altered and changed from 
his common likeneſs, that he put on that 
beautiful and glorious form in which he was 
to appear ſeated in the high throne of Ma- 
jeſty, ſo that his face and countenance be- 
came bright. as the fun, and his SAFE 
were as white as ſhow. 

And preſently there appeared Moſes and. 
Elias ſpeaking with him concerning his ſa- 
cred Paſſion, which he was to undergo in 
Jeruſalem, and ſaid; Lord, it is not expe- 
dient for thee to dic, becauſe one drop only 
* of thy precious blood is ſufficient to re- 
deem the world.“ But our Lord Jeſus 
anſwered; * The good paſtor giveth his life. 
for his ſheep: 80. therefore, it behoves 
„% me to do.” The Apoſtles remained ex- 
tatic amidſt this glorious viſion: and St. Pe- 
ter, above the reſt, being forgetful of all 

earthly things, was deſirous of remaining 
there in poſſeſſion of that glance of bliſs, and 
therefore ſaid; ** Lord, it is good for us to 
© be here: If thou will, let us make here 
* three. tabernacles; one for thee, and one 
% for Moſes, and one for Elias.“ John xvii. 
But, as the holy Evangeliſt takes notice, 
* He knew not Sand he: faid,” in deſiring 
to continue with our Lord Jeſus in that 
place of bliſs, before he had ſuffered that 
Nane fh which he had betore. * 

2 


* - 
I 


he was firſt to do. The Holy Ghoſt, like. 


wiſe appearing in the brightneſs of a cloud, 


overſhadowed them, and out of the cloud 


there came a voice from Heaven, ſaying ; 

0 This is my beloved Son in whom I am 
well pleaſed, hear ye him.” The Apoſ- 
tles, trembling with tear at this voice, fell 
flat with their faces to the ground; but our 
Lord Jeſus raiſed them, and bid them not 
to fear: and lifting up their eyes, and look- 
ing around them, they ſaw none but him 
alone. Contemplate well theſe paſſages, 
and endeavour to render yourſelf preſent, 
by devout meditation, to the things already 


ſaid, becauſe they contain moſt great and 


ſublime myſteries. 


jp 
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CHAP. XIII. 


Our Lord Jeſus caſts the buyers and ſellers 
. out of the Temple. 


UR Lord Jeſus, at two ſeyeral times, caſt 
the buyers and ſellers out of the Tem- 


ple; which action, amongſt all the miracles 
he wrought, ſeems moſt ſtrange and won- 
derful. For when he wrought other mira- 
cles among them, in which he evidently de- 


clared the power.of his-Godhead, yet thoſe - 


She 


perverſe 
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perverſe people, the Scribes and Phariſoes, 
blaſphemed and contemned him ſor them: 
But at this time though, there were great 
multitudes aſſembled together in the Tem- 
ple, yet they had not power to reſiſt or 
withſtand him; but, with a ſcourge made 
of cords, he Arove them all out before him. 
The reaſon of this was; that his inward 
zeal and fervor being vehemently enkindled 
in ſecing his heavenly Father fo much dit- 
honoured, eſpecially in that place where he 
ought to have been the moſt honoured and 
worſhipped, made him appear to them with 
a terrible and dreadful countenance, ſo that 
they were aftrighted and had not power to 
reſiſt him. Conſider him here attentively, 
and compaſſionate him, for he is full of com- 
paſſionate g grief: but, at the ſame time, fear. 
For it is a dreadful example that ought to 
be a conſidered by all men; but more eſpe- 
cially by ſuch who have any office or autho- 
rity in che Church of God, and by all reli- 
glous perſons who are placed in the Houſe 
of God, to ſerre him in devout prayer and 
other holy and ſpiritual exerciſes. For if 
ſuch idly buſy themſelves, and meddle with 
worldly affairs, they may juſtly fear the 
wrath and indignation of God againſt them, 

and apprehend | the danger of being caſt out 
of his grace in this life, and. out of his eter- 


nal * in the life to come. 
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The fuck man that was healed at the water in 
Jeruſalem, called Probatica Piſcina. 


HERE was in the city of Jerufalen 
a ſtanding water, in the nature of a 
pond, in which. the ſheep were waſhed that 
were to be offered in ſacrifice. Where alſo, 
according to the opinion of the Fathers, at- 
terwards lay hid the wood of the holy croſs. 
'This water once in every year, by particular 
appointment of God, was ſtirred by an an- 
gel, and the ſick perſon that deſcended firſt 
into it after the angel had ſtirred it was im- 
mediately healed of his infirmity : where- 
fore great multitudes of ſick and languiſh- 
ing people remained continually near the 
water, expecting it to be moved by the an- 


gel. Among theſe there was a ſick man, 


lying on his bed, who had been ill of the 
pally thirty-eight years, whom our Lord 
Jeſus healed on the Sabbath-day. Here, ac- 
cording to your uſual method, behold our 
Lord how humbly he approaches the ſick 
man and ſpeaks to him. For in this action 
there are three things p wornhy your deyouteſt 

attention. 
The firſt is, that our Lord eſus aſked the 
ſick * whether he would be healed or 
f not ? 


* 


2 
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not? By which we are given to underſtand, 
that our Lord, without our conſent, will 
not beſtow ſalvation upon us. Wheretore 
all ſtubborn and ſinful perſons, who neither 
deſire, nor yet will give conſent to ſuch in- 
ternal motions as God infpireth them with 
for their ſalvation, are undoubtedly without 
excuſe. For as St. Auguſtine faith; ,,y He 
that made thee without thee, cannot ſave 
* thee without thee.? 

The ſecond thing which is to be obſerved 
is, that we ought to be careful after we are 
freed and cleanſed from ſin, not to fall will- 
fully into it again, leſt our crime for ſo do- 
ing be afterwards by our Lord puniſhed with 
more ſeverity. Wherefore he ſaid to the ſick 
man whom he had reſtored, ** Go thy way 
and ſin no more, leſt worſe happen unto 
«RRC: ic; 7 4 

The third thing which we ought to conſi- 
der is, that wicked men uſually miſconſtrue 
the good works of others, and look upon 
them with an evil eye: but good men act 
the contrary. For thus the Fews, full of 
envy, When they ſaw the ſick man miracu- 
louſly cured by our Lord Jeſus, and carry- 
ing away his bed on the Sabbath- day, they 
immediately told him, * that it was not 
* lawful to do it on the Sabbath-day ;” to 
whom he anſwered; * That he who had 
made him whole, {aid to him, take up 

Cari. LI 2 thy 
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thy bed and walk.“ Before this, they 


aſked kim not who it was that had healed 


him; but began to carp at what diſpleaſed 
them, and as they thought reprehenſfible, 
and toek no notice at all of the good work 
winch was commendable, and ſo manifeſtly 
wrought before them. This is the manner 
of Al wicked men to turn every thing to 
the worſt, Which good men convert to the 
beſt. For they who lead a ſpiritual life in- 
terpret all things in the beſt manner to the 
honour and glory of God, whether proſpe- 
rity or adverſity, knowing that every thing 
which comes to paſs is through his holy will 
or permiſſion; and therefore judge the beit 
of, and reap thence great increaſe- of merit, 
as St. Bernard teaches, ſaying; Pry not 
too far into other men's lives, nor raſlily 
judge of their actions. Think no evil of 
thy neighbour, but if thou ſee any thing 
that is bad, excuſe at leaſt his intention 
* 1t you cannot his works: imagine the cauſe 
to be ignorance, inadyertency, or an acci- 
* clent. And if his crimes are beyond all 
* diflimulation, fay at leaſt to yourſelf; It 
was the effect of a violent temptation': 
had it been as powerful in me, what de- 
* {truction would it not have -wrought 7 
Thus far St. Bernard. That the good reap 
bencfit from all things, even from their own 
and other men's ſins, from the things moſt 
hurtful, 


* 
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wrtful; and from the works of the Devil 
himſelf ; St. Bernard thus argues: „Though 
© the irrational and animal cannot at- 
«tain to what is ſpiritual, yet is muſt be 
© owned that, by the bodily ſervice it does, 
it very much helps thoſe to obtain it who. 


turn the uſe of all temporal and worldly 


things to the eternal advantage of their 


' fouls, by making uſe of the things of this 
life as if they uſed them not.“ And again: 


Though there are ſome creatures which as 
to their uſe are found inconvenient, and 
even pernicious, yet it is certain that they 
© contribute to the good of temporal and 
„Worldly men. For they have ever ſome- 
thing that may turn to the good of thoſe 


ö Saints, if not by fubminiſtering nouri 

ment or performing their due office, 

leaſt by exerciſing their mind by the help 
' of him who is always ready to thoſe wlio 


make ule of their reaſon, helping them to, 
make a proficiency in good Gclpune; .by 


* whom alfo, „The in ville things of God 


are ſeen, being underſtood by" thoſe thin} 8³ 
% Rom, I. In ſhort, 
© he that has grace enough to take all things 


„ wich are made. 


in good part, and to ſuppoſe t that all which, 
© God fhall ſend is for the beſt, ſhall be en- 


© abled to ſuffer many trials and tribulations” : 


with little pain; and by oy exerciſt 
obtain 


Who, according their reſolution are called | 


— 
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obtain at length ſo great a peace and tran- 
©-quility of mind, that ſeldom or never any 
* thing ſhall offend or moleſt him, but that 
all be verified in him, which the wiſe 
man ſaith; Whatever ſhall happen to 
i the juſt man it ſhall not make him ſorry,” 
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Our Lord Jeſus received by the two fiſter; 
Mary and Martha, and of. the two: forts 
- of lives fignified by the ſame, that is, ac- 
. trove and contemplative. © = 


1 happened on a certain time that our 
Lord Jeſus went with his Diſciples to the 
city of Bethania, to a houſe named the caſtle 
of Martha and Mary. And they, whole 
ove and affections was wholly placed in 
him, were exceeding glad at his coming, 
and received him with all poſſible joy and 
reſpect. And Martha, the elder ſiſter, who 
had the care and government of the houſe, 
went immediately to provide meat for him 
and his Diſciples. But Mary her ſiſter, for- 
A g as it were all corporal food, and de- 
ring to feed her ſoul with the fervent love 
of her dear Saviour Jeſus, fat herſelf down 
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on the ground beſide his feet. And as our 
Lord, who was never idle, was talking, ac- 
cording to his uſual cuſtom, of thoſe things * 
which regard eternal lite, ſhe, with her heart 
and thoughts fixed on him, attentively liſ- 
tened to his bleſſed words, and took a plea 
ſure beyond expreſſion, in the expoſition of 
his heavenly doctrine. Martha, who was. 
buſy in making ready the proviſion for our 
Lord and his Diſciples, ſeeing her fifter fit- 
ting idly as it were at his feet, was grievouſly 
troubled at it, and therefore made her com- 
plaint to our Lord as if he had no regard 
for her, and begged him to bid her ſiſter to 
riſe and help her. | 
Mary, at the voice of her ſiſter, awakened 
as. it were from the depth of a ſweet and 
quiet fleep, and fearing leſt ſhe ſhould be. 
diſturbed. from that ſweet contentment. and 
quiet repoſe in which her ſoul was in, al- 
ways. obedient to the will of God, ſpoke 
nothing, but reverently bowing * her 
face to the ground, ſhe humbly waited to 
hear what our Lord would ſay to her. But 
our Lord, anſwering in her behalf, ſaid unto 
Martha: Martha, Martha, chou art care- 
* ful and art troubled about many things: 
But one thing is neceſſary. Mary bath” 
choſen the beſt part, which ſhall not be 
by ER away from her.“ | 
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At this anſwer of our Lord Jeſus, Mary 
was greatly comforted, and ſat with more 
confidence at his ſacred feet, purſuing with 
perſeverence, her former purpoſe. But at 
length, when all things were ready for his 
refection, and he had done ſpeaking, ſhe 
' aroſe, fetched water to waſh his hands, and 
remaining there preſent, diligently ſerved 
him with all things he wanted. - Conſider 
here attentively, pious reader, our Lord en- 
tering this houſe, and with what extreme 
Joy they receive him, together with all that 
paſſed before-mentioned, becauſe from thence 
you may gather - moſt beautiful matter for 
your deyout meditation. 

Lou muſt know then, that by theſe two 
holy ſiſters, the Fathers underſtand two dit- 
ferent ſtates of Life, that is, the one active, 
the other contemplative. To treat of theſe 
would be a ſubject of a very long extent. 
But though I am convinced that it is noways 
_ necetlary to dwell long upon it, I will, ne- 
vertheleſs, fay ſomething on that head: Firſt, 
becauſe St. Bernard in many places has largely 
treated of it: And ſecondly; becauſe it is a 
ſubject moſt uſeſul, full of all ſpiritual com- 
fort, and very neceſſary for you. For ac- 
cording. to this two-fold manner of living 
we all proceed, but how we ought to do, 
that is a matter we all are ignorant of; which 
3A 18 
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js yery unfortunate, and not a little danger- 
ous, eſpecially to men of religious lives. 
The active kind of life then is emblema- 
tically expreſſed in Martha. which aclive 
life itfelf is diviſible into two parts. The fſt 
5s that by which every one. exerciſes himſelf 
chiefly for his own good; correcting, mend- 
ing, and improving himſelf in virtues: and 
next to the advantage of his neighbour, by 
works of juſtice, piety, and charity, The 
ſecond part is that by which a man is led, 
though for greater merit's fake, to exer oe 
himſelf chiefly to his neighbour's advantage, 
in governing, teaching, and forwarding the 
converſion of ſouls ; as prelates, preachers, 
and the like do. And between theſe two 
arts of active life is the contemplative; and 
it is diſpoſed in this manner, that every one 
do exerciſe himſelf, firſt, in prayer; ſacred 
ſtudies, and other good deeds and offices of 
life, with an intention to correct his own 
vices and acquire virtues : Secondly, that he 
reſt in contemplation, ſeeking ſolitude, and 
converſation apart with God: And thirdly, 
that, by both . exerciſes, inſpired and en- 
lighrened with true wiſdom and goodnels, 
and thence become zealous, give Þ umlelf up 
to > the lalvatjon of others. 
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CHA P. *XLV. 


Our Lord a the Jews that the Church 
ould devolve to the Gentiles, in the pa- 

rable of the are who kill the jon 
1 therr lord. 


UR Lord, advan for the ſalvation of 
] the ſouls for which he was come to pay 
down the ranſom of life, tried every means 
to draw them to hiraſelf, and to deliver them 
from the jaws of Sin and Satan, Wherefore 
ſometimes. he made uſe of the gentle inſi- 
nuating pathetic; and at others of ſevere 
and terrifying reprooſs : ſometimes he re- 
curred to_ ſimilitudes, ſometimes to ſigns 
and wonders; now to propheſies, and anon 
to threats: thus varying'the means and man- 
ner of cure according to the place and . 
and the diverſity of perſons. 
In this place, he reproves the princes and 
hariſees, with ſevere language and a terri- 
hy example ; which, however, was ſo juſtly 
applied, that they took it to themſelves. He 
propoſed to them the parable of the huſ⸗- 
bandmen, who killed their lord's meſſengers 
ſent to them to demand payment of the 
fruits due to him. And aſking what was 
the puniſhment due to ſuch unworthy te- 
baut Os: (laid hey) why their lord muſt 
75 | _ deſtroy 


JESUS CHRIST. 235 
deſtroy theſe wretches, and let his vineyard 
to other huſbandmen. Fefus therefore, ap- 
roving their anſwer, replied to them: The 
ingdom of God, that is, the Church, ſhall 
he taken from among you; and ſhall be 
75 10 to another people, who will cultivate 
that is, to the Gentiles; of whom we and 
th whole Church are ſprang. To this he 
added the example of the corner-ftane, 
which ſignified himſelf, and was to over- 
throw Judaiſin. Upon which, finding them- 
ſelves to be levelled at, inſtead of reforming, 
they were but the more exaſperated; for 
their malice quite blinded them. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 


7 he Jews fought to enfnare our Saviour 7 5 | 


has own words. 


8 our Lord Feſus neglected no means 

that might conduce to the ſalvation of 
the Jews, to, on the contrary, the Jeu 
omitted none to calumniate and deiiroy 
him. They thought therefore to deceive 
him, but they deceived themſelves, with 
their own devices. They fent to him by 
premeditated contrivance ſome of their own 
diſciples, accompanied by the fervants of 
M m 2 Herod, 
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Herod, to enquire of him, whether or not 
it was law ful to give tribute to Car? For, 
by tlis means, they imagined they might 
bring him under ſulpicion to Ceſar and his 
friends, ox render him at leaſt odious to the 
Jews, as if he could not bave anſwered but 

gainſt himſelf. But the all-wiſe ſearcher of 
— ſeeing into their malice, anſwered 
them, that they muſt give (æſar his own, 
and to. God his duc; and told them withal, 
that they were hypocrites who uttered with 
fair words a malicious. purpoſe. And thus 
diſappointed: of their fradulent intentions, 
they returned back _ ſhame. _ 

Here conſider attentively our Lord Jeſus, 
according to the general method of contem- 
plation 1 laid down to you; and reflect like- 
wiſe that Crit will not allow us to defraud 
temporal princes and magiſtrates of their 
juſt, right, whether good. or bad, believers 
or unbelievers. Wherefore it is a very great 
{in to defraud, or refuſe payment of the 
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CHAP. XILVII. 


The blind man reſtored to fight at Jerichos 
And many other things. = 


I bountiful Lord Feſus, who, out of 
his immenſe love tor us, came down 
from his divine Father's throne to work our 
ſalvation, prepared to ſet out for Jeruſalem, 
to meet his approaching Paſſion, which he 
had even at this time fortold to them, but 
they were too blind in their obſtinacy to un- 
— — him. When the -refore he drew near 
to Fertcho, a certain blind man, who ſat on 
the way begging, Having intelligence from 
the populace of his paſting by, began to cr 
out powerfully to him for Pity» And though 
the multitude rebuked bim, they could net 
ther dilinay or filence him. The Lord Jeſus 
therefore, out of regard to his futh and fer- 
vor, ordered Min to be br ought, to him, and 
alked him, What wilt thou that I do unto 
« thee?” To whom the blind : man anſwer 
% Lord, that ſce:” Which our comꝑaſſionat 
Lord granted, ſaying,“ See:“ And has ſay- 
ing reſtored him to light. Conſider here at 
tentively, deyour reader, the gracioulnels, of 
our Lord: and at the {ame time retlect on 
the great efficacy of prayer, attended with 
ww and perſeverance, Impartunity in 
F prayer, 
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prayer, you ſee does not diſpleaſe God; 
but is rather agrecable to him. You have 
already an inſtance of this in the Cananean; 
and elſewhere, another in the man who ob 
rained the loaves by night, through the im- 
portunity of prayer. And thus does the 
Ford grant to all why 1 Importune him, their 
jaft and orderly petitions. For it is to every 
one alike he ſays; What wilt thou that! 
do to thee? Nay, he often grants even 
/ more than is aſked, as we ſhall fee in the 
perſon of Zacheus. Aſk then, like the blind 
man, without bluſhing. For why ſhould 
you bluſh to ferve Gad, to throw off ſin, or 
ro afk the graces neceſſary for either. To 
56. bafhful is fometimes a virtue, but may 
oftentimes be a great fault, as St. Bernard 
obferves. © There is a ſhame to ſin, and 
a (ſhame to glory. It is a good ſhame to 
© bluſh at the thought of ſinning or having 
finned. And though no human witnel: 
© he bye, you ought with ſo much the more 
* modeſty to revere the preſence of a divine 
c one, as you are truly convinced by how 
much he ſurpaſſes man in purity, and that 
e is as heinouſly offended at ſin as he is 
* diſtant from it, Such a kind of ſhame 
may boldly bid defiance to reproach, and 
* paves a way to glory, by not admitting 
An, or at leaſt by repenting of, and atone- 
v1 ing * it, if committed. But ſhonld 1 * 
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© be aſhamed or grieved to make an ac- 
© knowledzment of our faults; ſuch a ſhame 
„is to fin, and deviates widely from glory. 
For the evil which compunction would 
« fain expel from the heart, this falſe, this 
« fooliſh ſhame, the binder of all lips, ſu 
© fers not to be baniſhed from it. O ſove- 
© reign kind of victory to yield to the divine 
: Majeſty; and to find no reluctance in ſub- 
© mitting to the authority of his Chureh! 
O ſtrange perverſity, not to bluſh at de- 
filing, and yet to bluſh at cieanling v 
feet.. Thus far St. Bernard. 55 

Whatever may occur to your imagination 
concerning this blind man, is alike appli- 
cable to thoſe other two blind men whom 
our Lord enlightened at his going forth from 
Jericho, as he did this before his entrance 
into that city. Of the two, ſee St. Maithew, 
chap. xx. and St. Mark, chap. x. Where the 
name of one of them is mentioned: And 
that upon their crying out, as this poor man 
did, they received the ſame anſwer, and 
cure from our Lord. 
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CHAP. XLII. 


10u7 Lord went into the houſe of Fathieus, 
Wire our Lord Jeſus, at his entry 


into Jericho, was paſſing through the 
ſtreets, Zacheus, the chief of the Pablicans 
who was informed of his approach, and very 
deſirous to ſee him, but could not for the 
throng: at length, being a very little man, 
he got up into a ſycamore tree, that he 
might at leaſt behold him from thence. 
Jeſus therefore, knowing and accepting his 
taith and deſire, ſays to him, Zacheus, 
« make haſte and come down, for I muſt 
this day abide in thy houſe.” Who im- 
mediately coming down, received him with 
great joy and reverence, and prepared him 
4 noble repaſt. Here you ſee, Chriſtian 
reader, the gracious courteſy of our bleſſed 
Saviour, who grants Zacheus ſo much more 
than. he preſumed to hope for, or aſk. He 
ſought a Might of him, and Jeſus g gave him 
himſelf. Such is the power of prayer And 
the deſire is ſuch! Nay, it is a loud voice, 
and an effectual petition. Wheretore ſays 
the Pſalmiſt, The Lord hath granted the 
* defire of the poor, and thy ear r hath heard 
e the preparation of their heart.” And at 
the time when Moſes was filent with his 


lips, 
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lips, and ſpeaking only in his heart, the 
Lord ſaid to him, Why do you cry aloud 
© to me?” Exod. xiv. Contemplate here 
our divine Lord graciouſly ſitting at table 
with Zacheus amidſt a company of ſinners, 
and familiarly converſing with them, in or- 
der to gain them over to himſelf. Behold 
likewiſe the Diſciples, ſitting with the ſame 
ſinners, and converſing with, and encou- 
raging them to good works; knowing it the 
will of their divine maſter. 


C HA FP. XILIXN. 


Chriſt gives fight to the man born blind. 


HEN our Lord went to Jeruſalem he 
ſaw a man that was born blind, whote 
name was Cælidonius; and ſtooping down, 
he made a paſte of earth with his ſpittl-, 
with which he anointed his eyes, and ſent 
him to the bath S:/oe, to bathe. The man 
went, bathed his eyes, and received his 
fight. This miracle, which was ſtrictly ex- 
amined into by the Jeus, turned to their 
confuſion. See the ſtory in the Colpel, 
where it is very plainly and beautifully re- 
lated. Behold here our Lord 7s, and 
contemplate him according to the general 
N n rules 
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rules already laid down to you. Here too. 
conſider the great gratitude of the cure 
man, who courageouſly and reſolutely de- 
fends our Lord before the very princes and 
rulers of the eus, without ſparing them in 
any thing, even before he had the bleſſing 
of ſeeing our Lord. The virtue of grati- 
tude is extremely commendable and pleaſing 
in the ſight of God, as its oppoſite is a de- 
teſtable vice before him. Of which ſubject, 
thus ſays St. Bernard: Learn to be thank- 
ful for every grace received. Conſider di- 
ligently the favours heaped upon you, that 
no gift of God be defrauded of the due re- 
turn of gratitude and thankſgiving you 
* ought to make, whether the gitt be great, 
« middling, or little. Laſtly, we are directed 
to gather the fragments, leſt they periſh: 
that is not to ſuffer the leaſt benefit be- 
* ſtowed upon us, to be forgotten. But 
does not that periſh which is conferred 
upon the ungrateful? Ingratitude is the 
* ſoul's worſt enemy: it is the deftroyer of 
merit, the diſperſer of virtues, and the 
© exterminator of all good. Ingratitude is 
da burning gale, which dries up the very 
« ſpring of piety, the dew of mercy, and 
© the ſtream of grace.“ Thus St. Bernard. 
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Our Lord's retreat from the Temple to hide 
himfelf when the Jews would have ſtoned 


him. 


HEN our Lord Jeſus was one day 
preaching in the Temple, and ſay ing, 
among other things, It any one keeps my 
« word, he ſhall never taſte death.” The 
Fews anſwered him, Jou are then greater 
than our father Abraham that died?“ To 
which our Saviour replied, “ Before. Ab ra- 
« ham was made, I am.” Which the Zews 
taking for an impollibility and an untruth, 
they took {tones to ſtone him. But he hid 
hunielt, and retired out of the Temple: tor 
as yet the hour of his Paſlion was not come. 
Behold then with concern, how the Lord of 
All is contemptuouſly treated by his vile un- 
worthy creatures, and how meckly he gives 
way to their fury, retreats amidſt the croud, 
and, with his Ditciples, patiently and ma- 
deſtly withdrawns from the effects of their 
rage, like the weakeſt among them. 
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| The Jews ſeek another time to ſtone him. 
A NOTHER time, at the Feaſt of the 


Dedication, our Lord being in Solo- 


mon's portch, was ſurrounded by theſe ra- 


venous wolves, who, grinning with their 
teeth, ſaid, If thou art Chriſt tell us 
„ openly.” To whom the moſt meek and 
patient Lamb of God anſwered humbly, * ] 
tell you ſo; but you do not believe me.“ 
Behold here then this affecting ſcene. He 
ſpeaks to them with humble affability; and 
they, with brutal noiſe and fury, diſturb 
and moleſt him: and at length, not able to 
contain the venom in their breaſt, take ſtones 
to throw at him. Nevertheleſs, our Lord 
{poke to them in engaging words, ſaying, 
I have done many good things before 
you ; for which of them is it that you 
* would ſtone me?” * Becauſe, (tay they) 
you being a man, would make yourlelt 
*« a God.” Obſerve their unaccountable ſtu- 
pidity. They would know whether he. 1s 
Chriſt, and when he proves it to them by 
words and actions, they want to ſtone him, 
without being able to produce one excuſe 
why they cannot or ought not to believe 
him to be what he really is. But as his hour 
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was not yet come, he got ſafe out of their 
hands, and retired to that part of Jordan 


where John had baptized, which is diſtant 


from Jeruſalem about eighteen miles. Be- 


hold then our Savour, and conſider him 
and his Diſciples under this affliction, and 
mentally compaſſionate them with all the 
tenderneſs you are maſter of. 


CHAP. LIL 


The raijing of Lazarus. 


HIS miracle is a famous one, very ſo- 

1 lemn, and worthy to be meditated on 
with the utmoſt devotion. Wherefore, en- 
deavour to render yourſelf as preſent in 
mind to all that is here ſaid, as if you had 
actually been pretent when it happened; 
and freely converſe, not only with our Lord 
N % and his Diſciples, but with all this 
lefled family, fo devoted to, and beloved 
by our Lord ; that is, Lazarus, Mary, and 
Martha. Lazarus theretore being danger- 
outly ill, and at the point of death, his ſiſ- 
ters, who were very intimate with Chr:f/t, 
ſent to him to the place whither he had re- 
treated beyond Jordan, as aforeſaid, ſaying, 
Our brother Lazarus, whom you love, is 


yy {ick. * 
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e fick. They ſent him no farther meſſage, 
either decent they thought that ſufficient to 
2 friend, and an underſtanding one; or ele 
becauſe they dared not invite him, knowing 
that the chiefs of the Fews werc laying ſnares 
for his life. Our Lord Feſus hearing the 
news, remained ſilent for two days; and 
then, among other things, ſaid to his Diſci- 
ples, © Lazarus is dead; and I rejoice, for 
your ſakes, that I was not there.” Ob- 
ſerve the goodneſs, love, and diligence of 
our Lord with relation to his Diſciples. 
They returned then, and came near to Be- 
 thany. Martha, as ſoon as ſhe was informed 
of it, ran to meet him, and falling at his 
feet, ſaid, Lord, if you had been here, 
* my brother had not died.” Our Lord 
an{wered; that he ſhould arife ; and thence 
they began to talk of the Reſurrection. 
i Then he ſent for Mary, whom our Lord 
had a ſpecial love for ; who no fooner knew 
of it, then ſhe aroſe, and came to him with 
haſte, and falling at his feet, ſaid the fame 
thing. Our Lord, ſeeing his beloved at- 
flicted and in tears, could not refrain from 
tears himſelf; but wept with her. Behold 
him then with the devout women and his 
Diſciples weeping : and be moved with the 
tenderneſs of the affecting ſcene. 

After a while, our Lord aſked them; 
Where have you put him?” Not 1 

1 
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did not know; but becauſe as he was talk- 
ing to. human creatures, he {poke to them 
in a human manner. They anſwered him, 
Lord, come and fee.” And they led him 
to the Sepulchre : whither he proceeded be- 
tween the two devout females, comforting 
and condoling with them till they were ſo 
conſoled as almoſt to forget and drown all 
ſenſations of grief in their attention to him. 

When our Lord arrived at the monument, 
he commanded the ſtone to be removed, 
which Martha would have diſſuaded him 
from, ſaying, that the corps muſt ſmell 
firong, having been four days dead. But 
our Lord would have the ſtone removed. 
Which done, our Lord Jeſus, lifting up 
his eyes towards Heaven, faid, „I give 
* thee thanks, Father, that thou haſt heard 
me: I knew indeed that you always hear 
* me; but I ſpeak on the account of theſe, 
* that they may know that thou haſt fent 
* me.” Behold him then, devout reader, 
behold him thus praying, and conſider his 
great zeal for the ſalvation of fouls. After 
this he cried out with a loud voice, ſaying, 
Lazarus, come forth.” And he ſtraight 
came to life, and ftarted forth from the 
tomb, but tied as he was when buried. But 


the Diſciples untied him, by Cirift's direc- 


tion. Lazarus, when he was untied, and 
with him his ſiſters, -kneeled down, and re- 
e 5 turned 
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turned thanks to Jeſus for ſo great a bene- 
fit: after which, they conducted him home, 
All who were 'preſent were extremely aſto- 
niſhed at what they ſaw, and made it ſo 
public, that multitudes, from Jeruſalem and 
all parts, came to ſee Lazarus: inſomuch, 
that the princes of the Jews, thinking them- 
ſelves confounded, formed deſigns : againſt 


his lite. : 
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HAP. LI. 


Chriſt's curſing the fig-tree. 


(HOUGH, according to hiſtorical nar- 
ration, the curſe of the fig· tree, and 

the preſenting of the adultereſs in the Tem- 
ple, be thought prior to Chri/t's arrival in 
Jeruſalem, yet it ſeems moſt proper after 
that arrival. To employ our meditations 
wholly on the Paſſion, and the circum- 
{ſtances relating to it, I have therefore in- 
ſerted theſe two facts in this place. As then 
our Lord Feſus was going towards Jeriſa- 
lem he was hungry, and ſaw a fig-tree very 
beautifully adorned with branches and 
toilage. Coming therefore nigh he beheld 
it more cloſely, and finding no fruits on it, 
he curled it; and it withered to the great 
ſurprize 
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ſurprize of his Diſciples. This was myſti- 
cally done by our Saviour, who knew it to 1 
be a time not proper for ſuch trees to bear. 1. 

And he did it to fignity the curſe attending | 
on hypocrites and loquacious perſons, who 
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are alike well ornamented trees without bi 
fruit. | | 
The woman caught in adultery. - * 

H E perverſe Phatiſees and Princes of 1 || 

| the Fews were perpetually watching, 11 

and ſtudiouſly contriving how to ſurprize 1 
Chrift by their frauds and wiles, and render By 
him odious to the- people. But their arrows 19 


were turned upon themſelves. As therefore 
a woman had been caught in adultery, and 
was to be ſtoned according to the law ; they | | 
brought her to him into the Temple, to en- Fi 
quire of him what ſhould be done to her! 1 
which they did to perplex him, that, if he 1 
ſhould direct the law to be fulfilled, they 1 1 
might caſt upon him the odious imputation N 
of cruelty and want of mercy : or of injuſ- $44) 
rice, if he ſhould offer to ſkreen her from Mt 
the law. _ But our all-wiſe Saviour, ſeeing, Þ 
and willing to avoid the fnare, humbly | 
Eoin won AI Oo ſtooped | 
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ſtyoped down, and wrote with his finger on 
the ground; and the gloſs tells us, that what 
he. wrote, was the ſins ** the accufers. And 
this writing was of luch efficacy, that every 
one was able to read his own ſins therc. 

So that when our Lord raiſed himſelf apain, 

and faid to them, © Let him among ye who 
is without ſin, throw the firſt ſtone,” they 

departed, aſtoniſhed and confounded. Tho? 
Chr 4 when he had pronounced the ſen- 
tence, was gracious enough to ſtoop again, 

for the fake of his envious adverſaries, to 
fave them from confuſion. And thus 4 
their craft evaporate and come to nothing. 

Aſter her accuſers were gone, our Lord ad- 
moniſhed the woman, and diſmiſſed her. 
Contemp late then our divine Redeemer i in 
all theſe circumſtances, according to the 
rule I have preſcribed to you in the begin- 
ning of this work. 


- 


E 


The conſpiration of the Jews againſt Chriſt: 
and his flight into the city of Ephraim. 


HE time approaching when our Lord 
Jeſus deſigned to work our redemp- 
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the Devil armed his miniſters, and fhar- 
pened the malice of their hearts againft 
him, even to death; and the good Works 
of our Lord, eſpecially the raiſing of Eaza- 
rus, but incenſed them the more to env y 
and rage. Whence, able no longer to con- 
tain their fury, the High Prieſt and Phariſces 
held a council in which Carphas prophecy- 
ing, they deliberated to kill the moit inno- 
cent Lamb of God. O wicked conncit! O 
reprobate guides of the people, and evil 
counſellors ! M. retches, what are you doing? 
To what exceſs does your frenzy tranſport 
you! What a ſentence is this! Where is the 
occaſion for your murdering the Lord your 
God? Is he not in the midſt of You, though 
you know him not, ſearching your res 
and hearts? But thus it is expedient ny it 
ſhould be done as ye have deſired. His hea 
venly Father has delivercd him up into yeur 
hands, by you he is to be put to death, but, 
alas, his death ſhall not prove expedient to 
you. He indecd ſhall die and rite again to 
lave his people, but you ſhall perith from 
among his people. | 

This reſolution of the council was made 
public, and our Lord was acquainted with 
it, but his wiſdom willing to give way to 
their wrath, eſpecially as every thing was 
not compleatly fulfilled concerning him, he 
went to that f:de of the country "nigh the 
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Deſert, to the city of Ephraim. Thus flies 
the humble Lord of the higheſt Heavens be- 
fore the face of his moſt vile and abject ſer- 
vants, Contemplate here our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Diſciples under the repeated 
affliction of a painful and neceſſitous flight. 
Meditate likewiſe how our bleſſed Lady his 
immaculate mother, and her ſiſters remained 
with the Magdalen, whom our Lord, before 


his departure, conſoles with the promile of 


his ſpeedy return, 


* 
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Our Lord's return to Bethania, where Mary 
Magdalen anoints ſiis feet. 


S we have ſeen above that our Lord 7eſus 


for aur inſtruction uſed prudence in re- 
treating from danger, to ſhew us, that ac- 
cordling to exigence of time and place, we 
ought to decline, with all lawful caution, 


the fury of perſecutors: fo now he makes 


uſe of fortitude, returning of his own ac- 
cord, when the duc time approaches, that 
he may meet his Paſſion, and deliver himſelf 
up into the hands of hi: perſecuters. And as 


before he made uſe of temperance, when 
he declined the multitude who ſought to 


make 
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modeſtly does he receive this honour, ſitting 
humbly on an aſs! Our divine Maſter made 
uſe here particularly of thoſe four virtues, 
prudence, juſtice, fortitude and temperance, 
tor our inſtruction. They are called cardi- 
nal virtues, that is, principal virtues, becauſe 
from them all other moral virtues flow. 
Our Lord then, on the Sabbath-day be- 
fore his triumph of palms, returned to Be- 
tanta, about two miles from Jeruſalem. 
where a ſopper was prepared for him at the 
houſe of Simon the leper, where were pre- 
ſent Lazarus, Martha, and Mary. It was 
at that time Mary poured on the hcad of 
Jeſus a pound of precious ointment, and 


anointed his head and feet. And what fhe 


once did in the fame houſe out of contri- 


tion, ſhe now repeats out of devotion: for 
ſhe loved him above all things, and could 


never be ſatiated with honouring him. 
But the traitor Judas thought much of 
this, and murmured at it; when our Saviour 


an{wered for her, and defended her vigo- 
rouſly. Nevertheleſs, the traitor remained 


lo greatly offended at it, that he from thence 
took occaſion to betray him; and on tho 


Wedneſday following, fold him for thirty | 


pieces 


"» 
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make him king; now he exerts his juſtice, . 
when he prepares to demand the honours. . 
of a king, and that the people ſtrew branches 

of palm and olive before him. Though ho- 
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pieces of ſilver. Behold our divine Saviour 
then here ſupping with his friends, and con- 
verſing with them for the few remaining 
days, till his Paſſion; but chiefly in the 
houſe of Lazarus and his ſiſters, for that 
was his uſual refuge: There he eat by day, 
and there he repoſed by night, with his Dit: 


. ciples. There likewiſe our blefſed Lady, with 
his ſiſters, repoſed; whom this devout fa- 


mily, and chiefly Magdalen, honoured, re- 
verenced, and attended with conftancy and 
aftection. Behold then this immaculate Vir- 
gin-Mother, ſtruck with excels of tear for 
her dearly beloved Son, from whom ſhe was 
never apart any more thin was abſolutely 
neceſſary.” When our Lord, in defending 
the Magdalen from the traltor's murmurings, 
taid, * Pouring this ointment on my body, 
« the has done it for my funeral:“ Think 
vou not that theſe Words like a dagger 
picrced the foul of the bleſſed Mother? For 
what, could he ſay more expreſs to foretcl! 
his death? So all were ſtruck with fear, and 
ft of anxious diſturbing thoughts; talking 
to cach other Ike perſons in che utmoſt con- 
fuſion and terror; none knew what advice 
to give, or what to take; and all were in the 
utmoſt terrors whenever he went to 7erua- 
tem, which however he did every day: For 
from this Saturday to the day of his Laſt 
Supper, he ſaid many things to the w_ 
anc 
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wad 


and wrought wonders openly in Jeruſalom, 
all which I intend to pals in {ilence, except 
his riding on the aſs, leaſt our meditation 
be interrupted ; for we are now on the verge 
of his Paſſion. 

See then, devout reader, that you güte 
mon all your recollection, that nothing may 
diſtract or divert you from the ſolemn my1- 
teries which precede or attend his Paſſion. 
But be watchful and attentive to the whole 
and every circumſtance of it, to reap the 


benefit he deſigns you by it. 


HA FP. LVII. 


Our Lord ſeſus came to Jeruſalem, on Palm- 


Sunday, riding upon an ajs. 


IS TERIES were daily wrought, and 
the Scriptures fulfilled, by our Lord 
Jeſus; and the time drawing nigh, he was 


deſirous of redeeming mankind thr ough the 


bitter Paſſion of his ſacred humanity. Where- 


tore, on the next Sunday, very early in the 
morning, he prepared to go to Jeruſalem, 


in a manner he had never gone before, that 


he might fulfill the words of the Prophet. 


which 1 were written to that purpoſe, 


"When 
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When his bleſſed Mother found that he 


at * 
was relolved to depart, ſhe endeavcured — {ut 
. earneſtly to perſwade him from it, and with their 
tender affection ſaid, My beloved Son whi- Diſc 
© ther will you go? Why will you go among our © 
thoſe whom you know conſpire againſt and 
* you, and ſeek to kill you? I beſeech you into 
therefore not to go among them.“ And here 
his Duciples and Mary Magdalen, in the he re 
| fame manner entreated him, and beſeeched vanit 
him to ſtay: Go not among them, O Lord, with 
* (fay they) wo pray you; ſince you know trap 
they ſeck your death, and if you throw brid 
Vvourſelf into their hands this day, they cloa 
will ſecure you, and execute their wicked he v 
* purpole,”*. O how ſincerely did they love Lor. 
| him, and how ſenſibly were they affected his 
| at the apprehention of every thing that zar 
might hurt him! But he wha thirſted him 
alter the ſalvation of man, had diſpoſed it ful 
otherwiſe, wherefore he ſaid, It is the will tok 
of my Father that I go, come ye allo, ſtre 
| < ſear not, for he will protect us, and this of t 
| * night we ſhall return hither without hurt.” his 
| And immediately he ſet out for his journcy, We 
| and that ſinall, but ſaithful company, fol tea 
lowed him. n cit 
When he came to a certain place in the * 
Way, which was called Bethphage, he ſent | 
wo of his Diſciples to the city of Jeruſalem, Fe 


and 
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and bid them fetch him an af and her foal, 

that were tied in the highway, for the uſe 
of ſuch poor people who had no b-afts of 
their own. When they were brought, the 
Diſciples laid their cloaths upon them, and 
our Saviour meekly ſet himſeli upon the als, 
and riding in that humble manner, came 
into the city of Feruſalem. Conſider him 
here attentively, and behold how in this, 
he reproves the pomp and glory of worldly 
vanity. The beaft he rid on was not decked 
with rich furniture; but, inſtead of golden 
trappings, wrought ſaddles, and curious 
bridles, all the ornament conſiſted in poor 
cloaths; hempen cords and haltars, though 
he was “the King of Kings, and Lord 'of 


Lords.” Now when the people heard of 


his coming, through the fame of raiſing La- 
zarus from the dead, they went-out ta meet 
him, and received him as a King, with joy- 
ful hymns and ſongs; and ſhewing great 
tokens of gladneſs for his coming, they 
ſtrew the ways with boughs and branches 
of the trees, and ſpread their cloaths under 
his aſs's feet as he paſſed. 

But notwithſtanding this, he mingled 
KS with their joy; for when he beheld the 
„he wept over it, (: Ving, * i thou 

6 © Jt known, &c.” - 
It is manifeſt in Scripture, that our Lord 
Fefius wept three different times. Once at 
P P x the 
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the death of Lazarus, to ſhew the Weichen 
ſtate of mankind, who incurred the pain 
of death through the offence of their. firſt 
parents. Secondly, he wept on this day, 
{or the blindneſs and ignorance of men, and 
namely ' for the people of Jeruſalem, who 
would not know the time of their glorious 
Viſitation. Thirdly, he wept in his Paſſion, 

in beholding the malice and perverſity of 
man's heart, and conſidering that his Paſ- 
lion being ſufficient for the redemption of 
all the world, yet many would not partake 
of it. Concerning this laft weeping, St. 

Faul to the Hebrews, ſays thus, ſpeaking of 
the time of his Paſſion: * Who with a ſtr ong 
cry, — and tears were heard for his re- 


verence.“ Heb. v. We are taught then 


from ſacred text that Ci wept theſe three 
times. But the holy Church relates that he 
wept a fourth time; that is, in his tender 
intancy,' and therefore ſhe ſings: The ten- 
der infant, as he lies in the cold manger, 
ſhakes and cries.” This he did to conceal 
from the Devil the myſtery of incarnation. 
Now our Lord eus weeping on this day 
ſo abundantly over Jeruſalem, arid with ſo 
ſorrowful a heart, both for the eternal dam- 
nation, and alſo for the temporal deſtruction 
and ruin of that city, his holy Mother, with 
all che Apoſtles, could not conte themſelves 
from 3 8 
Thus 
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Thus rideth our Lord upon that humble 
beaſt, having, inſtead. of princes, nobles, 
and barons, his poor Diſciples about him, 


together with his Mother and ſome other de- 


vout women, who both with fear and reve- 
rence, devoutly followed him. He entered 
the city in triumph being honourec by all 
the people, whoſe fhouts and acclamations 
put the whole city in great commotion. Our 
Lord went firſt into "the Temple, and a ſe- 
eond time caſt out the buyers and ſellers. 
He ſtood there openly in the Temple, preach- 
ing and anſwering the queſtions of the Scribes 
and Phariſees all the day, till it drew towards 
night, But notwithſtanding the great ho- 
nour which before they had done him, yet 
they permitted him and his Difciples to re- 
main the whole day faſting, there being 
none among them that invited him to cat 
or drink. And when night was come, he 
went with his Diſciples to > his homely lodg- 
ing at Bethany, departing privately from the 
city with his ſmall company, who, in the 
morning, had entered publicly with ſo great 
honour. Hence may we learn how little re- 
gard is to be had to worldly honour, which 
laſteth fo ſhort a time, and fo e, Ya- 
niſheth aw oy. 
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C H A P. LVIII. 


What our Lord Jeſus did from Palm- Sunday 
tao the Thurſday following. 


O Lard Fefus, the ſountain of all 
charity, deſirous to expreſs both in 
word and deed his perfect charity he. bore 
as well to his enemies as to his friends, to 
the end that no man ſhould be loſt, but all 
might be ſaved, when it drew now towards 
the end of his life, and the time of his Paſſion 
was near at hand, he laboured diligently 
both in teaching and preaching the goſpel 
continually to the people; eſpecially on thoſe 
three days, that is, on Palm- Sunday, and on 
the Monday and Tueſday following: On 
which days he came very early in the morn- 
ing into the Temple, and preached unto, 
and taught the people, and diſputed with 
the Scribes and Phariſees, anſwering their 
ſubtle queſtions by which they ſought to en- 
trap him: in this manner was he buſied for 
thole three days from morning till night. 
Hut as it would be too long to treat in 
particular of all, that paſſed, during that 
time between our blefled Saviour and. the 
Fews, it being alſo foreign to the Paſſion, 
Which we are. now to, ſpeak of; therefore, 
paſſing over all the examples and is 
1 * 
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he made uſe of to reprove and convince 
them, we will ſpecially conſider how the 
chief Prieſts and Phariſees, perceiviag the 

people to be well diſpoſed towards lum, and 
tearing to execute their malice agaiuſt him 
openly, privately and iubtle!y conipired 
together how they might take him in his 
words, and accuſe him of ſaying iomething 
againſt their law, or againſt paying the tri- 
bute to Cæſar, and thence condemn him as 
worthy of death. But our Lord, to whom 


the . of all mens hearts are open, 


knowing their treachery and malice, an- 
ſwered them ſo wiſely, that they were diſ⸗ 
appointed in their purpoſe; and were fo 
much confounded, that they durſt not aſk 
him any more queſtions. And then he ſe- 
verely reproved the pride, the hypocracy, 
the covetouſneſs, and many other wicked 
practices of the Scribes and Phariſees, ſay- 
ing to them in theſe words: Woe be to 
* you Scribes and Phariſees who love and 
« ſeek alter worldly glory.“ Thus he pro- 
ceeded, many ways rebuking their evil lives 
and wickedneſs: Yet nevertheleſs he com- 
manded the people to hear and fulfil their 
doctrine, but not to follow their wicked ex- 
ample. At length he repeated their great 
ingratitude and unkindneſs towards him, 
and eſpecially chat of the city of Jeruſalem, 
alinueh as he was often defirous to have 


"iy gathered 
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gathered them under his wings, even as 4 
hen doth her chickens, but they would not, 
wherefore he foretold them of their deſtruc- 
tion both temporal and eternal; and thus he 
left them, and went out of the Temple, 
and with his Difciples, and many others of 
the Fews that believed in him, went to Mount 
Olivet, where he taught them how to prepare 
for + cir latter end; and farther told them 
Day of Judgment, in which the good 
fl. be placed at the right-hand of God in 
erging life, and the wicked on the leſt- 
ha n perpetual miſery and torment. 
thus ended our Lord his public preach- 
ing to the 7ews on the Tueſday night before 
his Paſſion; after which he ſaid to his Diſci- 
ples in private, Know ye, that after two 
«© days, the Son of Man ſhall be betrayed 
& into the hands of ſinners to be crucified,” 
Oh what a ſorrowful fpeech was this to all 
his faithful followers! But the falſe traitor 
das was glad to hear it; conſulting within 
is heart, by the inſtigation of the Devil, 
who had entered into him, how or in what 
manner, by his death, he might ſatisfy his 
covetouſneſs. For which purpoſe he ſlept 
not that night, but early on the morrow, 
Which was Wedneſday morning, when the 
chief Prieſts and Scribes were aſſeinbled to- 
Sether in the houſe of Caiphas, Judas went 
to them, atrd offered, for a reward, m_ 
| Ver 


liver him unto them. Wherefore they be- 
ing glad of the offer, appointed him thirty 
pence: And thus was the death of our Re- 
deemer effected through covetouſneſs, trea- 
chery, and malice. Hence had that wicked 
traitor the price of the ointment which be+ 
fore he had murmured at as loſt, and from 
that time he ſought an opportunity how hg 
might betray him. . 
This was the wicked practice of curſe 
Judas and the Jews on the Wedneſday fol- 
owing. But what may we imagine did our 
Lord Jeſus and his bleſſed company? He 
went not into Feruſalem, nor appeared pub- 
licly among the 7ews that day, but ſpent his 
whole time in prayer, and armed himſelf for 
the redemption of mankind which he came 
to accompliſh; praying not only for his 
friends that believed in him and loved him, 
but alſo for his profeſſed enemies; fulfilling 
now in himſelf the holy perfection of cha- 
rity, which before he had taught his Dilci- 
ples, in bidding them to pray for their ene- 
mies, and for thoſe that ſhould perſecute and 
hate them. 

Our Lord Jeſus, knowing the malice of 
Fudas, his wicked traitor, and allo how the 
1 bent againſt him, prayed to his 


venly Father for them. And as it was 


the laſt day that he was to dwell aud con- 
verſe ſo familiarly with his holy Mother and 
ei bn no al + is 
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his Apoſtles, he comforted them with his 
holy word, as he was wont to do; but he 
did it the more eſpecially now, to ſtrengthen 
them againſt the great ſorrows they were to 


ſuffer at his Paſſion. And he comtorted his 


bleſſed Mother and St. Mary Magdalen in u 
more particular manner, who continually 
thirſted to drink in the fountain of his holy 
grace, of Which may he, of his infinite 
bounty and love, make us all partakers. 
Amen. CHI e I 


—— * — 8 


CHAP. LIX. 


Our Lord's Supper the night before his 
Paff.on ; and of many circumſtances be- 
longing to it. "0140 


HEN the time was come in which our 
'Y Lord Fefus had diſpoſed all things for 
we working the ſalvation of his people, and 
redeeming them, not with corruptible gold 
or ſilver, but with his moſt precious blood 
before he departed, by death, from his Apol- 
tles, he would firſt make them a memorable 
fapper which might ſerve them for a future 
token, and might fulfil thoſe myſteries which 
rk then had not been fulfilled, . : 
| 279 vieh cd | This 
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This ſupper was truly magnificent, and 
the things very wonderful and great which 
our Lord Jeſus wrought there for you. 
Concerning which, four things chiefly occur 
which are moſt worthy your "devout medita- 
tion. Firſt, the ſupper itſelf. Secondly, his 
waſhing the feet of his Diſciples. Thirdly, 
the inſtitution of the ſacrament of his bleſſed 
body and blood. And fourthly, the com- 

poſition of a beautiful ſermon by our Lord 
"eſs. All which we will treat of in their 
proper order. 

Firſt then conſider, how Peter and John 
were ſent by our Lord, to a certain friend 
on Mount Sion, where there was a large 
room, to prepare the Pajche. Our Lord 
himſelf with the reſt of his Diſciples entered 
the city on Thurſday when the day was al- 
moſt ſpent, and repaired to the ſame place. 
Behold him then, pious reader, ſtanding 
amidſt his Apoſtles, and diſcourſing on hea- 
venly ſubjects, while, i in the mean time, the 
Pajche was preparing by ſome of the ſeventy- 
two Diſciples. When all things were ready, 
the beloved St. John, who was molt familiar 
with our Lord, and who was diligent in ſee- 
ing that chings ſhould be in order, came to 
him and ſaid, * Lord, when ir pteaſerh you 
to ſup, all things are ready.” Wherefore 
our bleſſed Saviour with his twelve Apoſtles 
went up; and 7ohn went always next to 

| Qq him, 
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him, for thore was none who loved him 
moge truly, cr that was more beloved by 
him again; for when he was. taken, he fol- 
lowed him when the reft fled, and was pre- 
ſent. at his death and Paſſion, and after his 
death he departed not from him till he fav 
him buried; therefore, at this ſupper, he ſat 
neareſt to him, although he was younger 
than any of the reſt. | 

When, our Lord Jeſus with his twelve 
Apoſtles came to, the table, he firſt devoutly 
gave thanks, then the Paſchal Lamb being 
brought, he bleſſed it, and they all fat down, 
2nd John next to eſs. The table was 


board on the ground, being . 


and made of divers boards joined together, 
and as they ſay, who have ſeen the ſame at 
Rome, in 1 5 church of St. John Lateran, it 
has a ſquare at each corner ſufficient to con- 
tain. three people, one at cach right-anglo, 
the fourth being one with the main ſquare 


of the table, i that, the Diſciples fitting at 
cach ſquare, and our Lord among them, 
they might reach into the main ſquare in. 


the midſt of them, and all cat out of one 
diſh, as appeareth when he ſaid, . He that 

utteth his hand in the diſh with me, he 
” Thus far may 
we imagine of their firlt ſitting down to the 
board, But we mult farther obſerve, that 


when chey began to cat of che Taſclial Lamb, 


they 
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they all aro and food upright, In 
mg ſtaves in u U eir hands, g 70 05 | 
law of Mofes, which our 'f on 4 7 Fe 72 rate 
to accompliſh. Neverthele(s, thots lte 
fteod 1 555 yet they afterwards 5 20% Wü 
again, as the goſpel tells us, othernift 5. 
Joſin could not have reſted us head u | 
our. Saviour's breaſt, as the ſcripture {itt 
he did. 

When the Paſchal Lamb was brought to 
the table, being roalled according to the law 
of Moſes, our Lord Jeſus, who was the true 
Lamb of God without any blemiſh of ſin, 
ſitting among them as he that chiefly mi- 
niſtered and ferved the reſt, took the lamb 
into his bleſſed hands, divided it, and gave 
it to his Dilciples, and bid them cart joytully. 
But though they eat as he had bid them; 
yet they could not be very chearſul, being 


vt 


awed by à dread, left any thing ſhould far-" 


ther happen to their divine maſter contrary 
to their expectation. And as they were eat- 
ing, he began openly to relate to them, the 
forrowful tubject of his Paſſion, which was 
then to come to paſs: and among other 
things, he ſaid, „I have deſired to eat this 
4. Paſchal Lamb with you before 1 ſuffer; r 
Take xx11.. 3 verily I thy unto you, 
that one of you ſhall 5 me.“ Matth. 

xxvi. Theſe words of our pleſled Lord 
reached. che bowels of the Apoſtles, and wg 
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a ſharp- pointed ſword pierced their hearts; 
85 655 efore they left off eating, and looking 
with iorrow upon cach other, at length, af: 
ter a while, they ſid, © Lord, is it 1?” 
Here we have a tubjeci of great compaſſion, 
both in regard to our Llefled Lord, and his 
holy Diſciples, who were doubtleſs filled 
with all poſſible grief and affliction. Eut 

udas, the traitor, continued ſtill eating, as 
if the word betray ſeemed in no manner to 
appertain to him. St. 7% however, at 
the importunities of St. Peter, aſked him, 
faying, * Lord, who is it ſhall betray thee?” 
And our Lord privately revealed it to him, 
as to his ſingularly beloved and moſt fami- 
liar Diſciples. St. 3 5 being much aſto- 
niſhed, was inwardly pierced to the heart 
with grief; and turning himſelf towards 
Jeſus, he laid his head upon his ſacred 
breaſt. Here behold the great benignity of 
our Lord Jeſus who thus familiarly permits 
his heloved Diſciple St. John to recline and 
reſt himſelf on his breaſt. Oh how ten- 
derly. did they love each other! This was a 
ſweet” place of reſt to St. John, and moſt 
Pi ofitable to all Chriſtians ! Conlider Iike- 
wiſe. how the other Diſciples fit ſorrowful, 
and eat not, being troubled with inward 
grief at the words he had ſpoke to them, 
that is, that. he ſhould be betrayed by one 

of their company, he kla 4 looked 

* forro ful 


* 7 
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ſorrowrul on cach other, as not knowing 
what remedy to apply to bring them com- 
fort in this caſe. And thus much may ſut- 
fice at preſent for the firſt point in relation 


to this corporal ſupper, and conſummation 


of the law by eating the Paichal Lamb. 


Touching the ſecond point, which is the 
waſhing of the Diſciples feet, you are to 


know that- after: the ſupper was over, onr 
Lord Jeſus roſe up from the table, and his 


Diſciples with him, not knowing what he 
was then to do, or whether he was going. 


He went down with them however into 
another room, beneath that in which they 
had ſupped, as they relate who have ſeen 
the place; there he bid them fit down, and 
calling for water, ſtripped himſelf of his 


clothes, and having bound himſelf round 


with a linnen cloth, he poured water into 
a'ſtone baſon, and ſet it before St. Peter's 
feet, and chen he kneeled down 0 w aſh 
them. Peter, being greatly aſtoniſhed at 
what his Lord was going to-do, abſolutely 

declined, and refuſed him. But when 25 
heard the threats of our Lord, and that he 


ſhould have no part in his glory if he per- 
mitted him not to do it, he humbly con- 
ſented and ſubmitted to his divine pleaſure. 


Here now, pious reader, let us devoutly 
confider the hamble works of our Lord 


Jeſus, and be diligently attentive to all that 


follows, 
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follows, it being a ſubject of great wonder 
and ſpeculation : For Loot a ſight was it to Jug 
* behold the King of Heaven and the Lord of 5 


all Majeſty humbly ſtooping himſelf to, and 2 

| kneeling down at the feet of poor fiſhermen ſu 

who were ſitting; to behold him waſhing * 
their feet, wiping them with a towel, and 8 
devoutly kiſſing them! And what much 6 
more exalts his humility is to behold him ej 
performing this mean office to Judas, the SA 
traitor who was to betray and fell him. Oh of 
perverſe and wicked wretch! Oh hard and 5 
cruel heart; more hardened than the ſtone, (tir 
and more impenetrable than the diamond; bo 
which is neither moved at ſo great humility, 1 
nor melteth or becomes ſoft with the heat of tis 
{o great charity; and who trembleth not 


with fear at the preſence of ſo high a Ma- pre 
jeſty on his knees before thee, but, on the thi 
contrary, you perſiſt ſtill in your wieked de- 


0 
ſign of betraying and ſeeking the deſtruction S 
of him who is innocence itſelf, and whoſe pr 
bounty and ineffable goodneſs you expe- th 
Tience even to the laſt. - But woe to thee, 
Oh wretch! thou ſtill remaining inflexible, th 
wilt infallibly bring forth what thou haſt fie 
moſt en conceived, and in the end, in 
not he, but thou ſhalt periſh! It is un- of 
dloubtedly a ſubject of great ſurprize, to * 


conſider the ineffable bounty So . 


00 


obſtinacy and malice of the wicked traitor 
Judas. 


When this ceremony was ended, he again 


returned to the ſame place where he had 
fupped ; where, all being ſeated as before, 
he began to exhort them all to imitate the 
example he' had given them. Wherefore 
we may here contemplate how our Lord 
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of our Lord Ze/us; and to ſee the notorious 


Jeſus Chriſt left us this night of his Paſſion 


an ee of five ſublime virtues: that! 18, 


of humility, as we have ſeen in his waſhing | 


of his Diſciples feet; of charity, in the in- 
ſtitution of the adorable ſacrament of his 


body and blood, and in the ſermon he then 


made, which is full of charitable admoni- 


tions; of patience, in bearing with his 
wicked traitor, and ſuffering many re- 


proaches when he was taken and led as a 
thief to judgment; of obedience, in going 


to ſuffer, and meeting an approbrious death 


to fulfil the will of his Father; and of 


prayer, by praying three different times in 
the garden of Gethſemany. 


Let us then endeavour to imitate him in 


theſe virtues; and hence proceed to a con- 
ſideration of the third point, that is, of the 
inſtitution of the moſt adorable ſacrament 


of the Euchariſt. And in relation to this, 


we cannot but with aſtoniſhment behold. 
chat moſt beloved condeſcenſion and ſub- 


lime 


— 


296 TH E LIFE OF 


lime charity with which he vouchſafed to 
give himſelf to us; ordaining that facra- 
ment as a means whereby he might leave 
us that divine and heavenly food of his la- 
cred body and blood. Wherefore, after he 
had hed his Diſciples feet, to ſhew them 
the ending of the ſacrifices of the Old Law, 
and the beginning of the New Teſtament, 
and to make himſelf our only true ſacrifice, 
heitook bread into his bleſſed hands, and 
lifting up his eyes to his heavenly F ather, 
he bleſſed i it, and inſtituted the ſacrament of 
his body, and giving it to his Difciples, ſaid, 
Take and eat, for this is my body which 
* ſhall be delivered for you.“ And in the 
fame manner he took the chalice, and fad, 
« Drink ye all of this, for this is my blood | 
bt which ſhall be ſhed for you, and for many 
in the remiſſion of ſins.“ 

"Hers, Chriſtian reader, attentively conſi- 
der how devoutly, how diligently, and how 
truely our blefled Lord Jeſus changed the 
ſubſtance of the bread into his precious 
body, and afterwards, with his own bleſſed 
inch diſtributed it himſelf to that beloved 
and holy company, enjoining them to keep 
it as a memorial .of his love, ſaying, *'Do 
this in remembrance of me.“ This is 
that fvect and precious memorial which 
renders man's ſoul moſt grateful and plea- 
ling 0 God, as often as it is worthily re- 

ceived; 
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ceived ; and therefore the conſideration of 
this moſt excellent gift of love ought to in- 
flame our ſouls with love, and wholly tranf- 
form us into the giver. For what could he 
have given us more dear, more ſweet, and 
more precious than himfelf? He whom we 
receive in the ſacrament of the altar, is the 
felf-fame Son of God Chrrft Feſus, that took 
fleſ and blood, and was born of the Virgin 
Mary, and ſuffered death on the croſs for 
ns, rofe the third day from death to- life, 
aſcended up into Heaven, fitteth at the 
right-hand of the Father, and ſhall come 
again at the laſt day to judge both the 
living and the dead, in whole power is both 
life and death, who made both Heaven and 
Hell, and finally, who can either reward us 
with the Joys of the one, or punifh us with 
the eternal pains of the other: He, the felt- 
{lame God and Man is contained in that ſmall 
hoſt in the form of bread, which is daily of- 
fered to God the Father. He is our Lord 
Fefus Chriſt, Son of the eternal and living 
God. Touching the fourth and laſt point 
to be conſidered, let us now behold how 
this ſovereign Maſter, after this inſtitution, 
made to his Diſciples a moſt beautiful ſer- 
mon, full of heavenly ſweetneſs, and of di- 
vine love and charity. For having given to 
thera that bleſſed ſacrament, and amongſt 

TT _—_— "Im 
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the reſt, alſo to the wicked traitor Judas, 
he ſaid to him; © That which thou doeſt, 
do it quickly.“ John xiii. And immedi- 
ately that curſed traitor went to the chief 
Prieſts, to whom he had ſold him on the 
Wedneſday before, and aſked them for help 
to appr ehend and take him. 

In the mean time he made the aid ſer- 
mon, which he preached to his Diſciples, 
giving them his peace, and chiefly recom- 
mended to them three principal virtues 
above all others; that is, faith, hope, and 
charity. Which charity he expreſſed in 
theic words, ſaying, “ I give you a new 
commandment, which is, that you love 
„% one another; for by this fhall all men 
know that ye are my Diſciples if ye love 
one another.” And again: It you 
love me and keep my rab 
and whoſoever loveth me, and keepeth 
my fayings, then ſhall my Father love 
him, and ave will come to him and dwell 
+ with him.” And in many other places 
he particularly recommended to them this 
charity, as a worthy legacy which he would 
pow /bequeath to them in this lies iat will 
and teſtament. 

Secondly, he eſtabliſhed them in uch, and 
confirmed them more ſtrongly in the belief 
vr his divinity, ſaying, Let not your 
2 e * hearts 
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hearts be troubled, and fear ye not, as 


ye have believed in God, ſo believe in 
« me alſo.” Farther ſhewing them that the 
Father and he is one; and that though 48 
Man he was leſs than his F ather, yet he.was 
equal with him as he was God: and therc- 


fore he reprehended Philip, who aſked him 


to ſhew them the Father, ſaying, * that he 
« who ſaw him, ſaw the Father.” Ap 11 
the concluſion of this point, he Ric, IHF 
ye believe not that I am in the Father, and 
the Father in me, yet at leaſt believe me 
for the works that ye have icen me do, 
becaule no other could do the works which 
I have done.” 


La) 


* 


* 


* 


Thirdly, he comforted them in hope many 


ways. And firſt, as to the effects of prayer, 
he ſaid, It ye abide in me, and my words 
* abide in you, whatever ye aſk, it ſhall be 
given you.” Again, he armed them in 
regard to all manner af tribulations, and 
the contempt of the world, ſaying, If the 
**world hate ye, vou know that it hated 
me before you.“ Thus comſorting their 


hope with patience in time of perſecution, 


by his own example, who was their Lord 
— Maſter. 


. Laſtly, he fortified them, leſt they Gould 
deſpair by reaſon of his leaving them, telling 
them that; they {hould conceive great ſo ſorgow. 


4 Kr3 for 
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for his abſence for a ſhort time, in regard 
to the death he was to ſuffer; but that ther- 
wards. that forrow ſhould be changed into 
unſpeakable joy, by means of his glorious 
reſurrection 4 death, and his aſcenſion 
to his Father, and by the coming of the 
Holy Ghoſt, whom "eo would fend to com- 
fort them in all their afflictions, and teach 
them all truth. And he concluded with 
theſe words, ſaying, * All this I have ſpoken 
to you, that ye might have peace in me, 
in the world you ſhall ſuffer much ſorrow 
* and affliction, but be of good heart, for 
< I have overcome the world; Which was 
the ſame as to ſay, © and ſo ſhall ye through 
my grace. 
After this our Lord Fefus, lifting up his 
eyes towards Heaven, and addteſſing him- 
{elf to his Father, faid, * Father, keep them 
whom thou haſt given me. When I was 
with them I kept them. But now I come 
to thee. Holy Father, for them do I pray: 
not for the 1 5 and not for them only 
do I pray, but for them alſo that by their 
word ſhall believe in me. Father, whom 
thou haſt given me, I will, that where I 
am, Rey alſo may. be with .me, that they 
may fee my glory. Theſe, with many 
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other things moſt moving and piercing, 


he 1 in preſence of his Diſciples.” And 
it 
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it is certainly ſurprizing to imagine how 
they, who loved him ſo tenderly, conld pof- 


fibly bear to hear them without melting 


with grief and ſorrow. And doubtlefs 
whoever hath grace deeply to examine and 
dwelt by devout meditation upon the ſweet 
doctrine of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 
cannot but be inwardly kindled with his di. 
vine love in beholding fo great charity, be- 
nignity, goodneſs, and other things he was 


pleaſed to ſhew, this night of his facred 


Paſſion. Conſider him while he ſpeaks, be- 
hold in bow affable, devout, and effectual 4 
manner he imprints on the hearts of his 


Diſciples all he relates to them, and in ſome 
meakare feeds their ſouls with the pleaſing 


aſpect of his divine countenance. Conſider 


fikewife the Diſciples, how forrowful they 


ſtand to hear him, hanging down their 


heads, fetching deep ſighs, and bitterly 
weeping ; being g brimful of extreme ſorrow 


and affliction, as Chr:/t himſelf bears wit- 


nefs, ſaying, ** Becauſe I have ſpoke theſe 
10 things, ſorrow hath filled your hearts.” 
And among the reſt confider St. John, who 
above all the reſt was moſt familiar with our 


bleſſed Lord, how attentively he beholds 


his beloved Maſter, and with a moſt tender 
anxiouſneſs takes rn er of my a- 


word he ſays. eie 
5 As 
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At length, among other things which he 


ſpoke to "them, he laid, Ar iſe, let us go 
Oh what 2 may we well ima- 


„ hence.” 


gine did then ſeize their hearts ; not know- 
ing as yet whither, or in what manner he 
would go; ſuſpecting greatly that the time 
was now come, in which they were to be 
ſeparated from him. They aroſe; however, 
and followed him; each. ſtriving which 
ſhould be neareſt to him, and all flocking 
round him as the chickens round the hen: ; 
they crouded in upon him, firſt one, and 
then another, through the earneſt deſire 
they had of being near him, and hearing 
his divine doctrine: all which he, with great 
patience and benignity, ſuffered them to do. 
At laſt, having ended what he had to ſay 
to them, he brought them into a garden on 
the other ſide of the river Cedron, and there 
fixing himſelf in prayer, he waited for Judas 
the traitor, and the reſt that were to appre- 
hend him; as we ſhall fee in that which fol- 
lows of his Paſſion. 
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The Paſſion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and 
hits prayer i in the garden. 


Ir is now time for us to enter upon the 

- ſubject of the Paſſion of our Lord 7efus. 
But 9 deſires glory in the Crots and 
Paſſion of. Jeſus Chriſt, muſt devoutly apply 
himſelf to the pious and frequent medita- 
tion of it; the myſteries of which, as well 
as eyery other thing that was done relating 
to it, if they were truly conſidered with all 
the attention of the mind, would undoubt- 
edly transform each votary into a new man. 
Wheretore, pious reader, baniſhing from 
your. heart all the vain and troubleſome 
cares of this life, and all forts of wandering 
and diſtracting thoughts which may hinder 
your attention, and diſturb the tranquility 
of your ſoul, endeavour, as far as poſſible, 
to render yourſelf attentive, as if preſent 
at the diſinal tragedy of this ſorrowful and 
bitter Paſſion. 

And firſt then, behold (as is before men- 
tioned) how our Lord Jeſus went over the 
river Cedron into a garden, whither he was 
often uſed to reſort with his Diſciples to 
Pray: He took with him three of his moſt 


beloved 
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beloved Diſciples, Peter, James, and John, 
and telling them that his heart was heavy 
and ſorrowful even unto death, he bid them 
watch with him in prayer. And then go- 
ing about a ſtone's. caſt from them, and 
throwing himſelf on his knees, he made his 
devout and humble prayer to his Father, 
We read that he often prayed thus: but he 
then prayed for us, as our advocate; but 
now he prayed for himſelf. Have compaſ- 
fon on him, and admire his moſt profound 
humility : Who being God co-cternal and 
co-equal with his Father, forgets as it were 
his being fo, and prays ike man, humbly 
offering up petitions to his Father, thus 
truly expreſſing his moſt perfect and ſub- 
millive obedience to him. But what does 
he pray for? He prays to his heavenly Fa- 
ther, to take from him, if poſſible, the bit- 
ter chalice of his approaching Paſlion, and 


that he might not die that cruel death of 


the croſs, if it could any ways be agreeable 
to his divine will. But his prayer was not 
heard in this; fince his Father would have 
him to die, and would not ſpare him thougli 
bis true and only Son, but thus delivers him 
up for us all. For ſo God loved the 
+ world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son.“ john jii, Our Lord Fefus there- 


fore ſubmitted to this abedience, and _ 
at | ully 
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fully fulfilled the divine will of his Father. 
Conſider likewiſe the unſpeakable. charity 
both of the Father and the Son towards us. 
It was for us that this death was inflicted. 
upon him; and he ſuffered it through the. 
excels of e he bore, us. Wherefore our, 
bleſſed Lord prays ſtill to his heayenly, Fa- 
ther, ſaying, Moſt merciful and gracious 
Father, full of pity and compaſſion: I, be- 
« ſeech- thee to hear my prayer, and deſpiſe. 
© not my Aupplication.: Attend unto me and. 
hear me. I am ſorrowful in my affliction; 7 
my ſoul is vexed within, me, and my 
heart. is troubled. Incline thine car to- 
wards me, and hearken to the voice of my, 
| ſupplication. It pleated thee, O heavenly 
Father, to ſend me; into this World. to. a- 
tisfy tor. the ſin of man committed againſt 
us;-;and,preſently I was ready to thy com- 
mand, and ſaid; Lo, Igo And I have 
farther, declared thy. word a and truth. to 
them, dwelling. among them, in many 
troubles, from my youth, fulfilling thy 
will in all thou haſt commanded me, and 
J am alſo ready to accompliſh to the, utmoſt 
«thoſe things which are to be dons bor 
their redemption : Vet thou ſeeſt, O moſt 
be Father, how maliciouſly my, enc- 
mies have conlpired againſt me; I have 
ever done them good, and beſtowed bene- 
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fits on thoſe that hated me; and thay have 


W 


* 


c 


again rewarded me with vl for good, and [ 
c returned me hatred: for love; and at this 1 
« preſent time they have corrupted my Dif- n 
* ciple, who hath fold me to them for thirty 5 
pence, and made him be the inſtrument F 
to deſtroy me. Oh Father, if it be thy Y 
c oth take 2 5 8 me, 1 beſecch thee, this — 
if i Cup of my Paſſion: but if not, thy 7 
fled A be d. done. If they will not ac- 5 
Me e me for thy only Son, yet, as j 
* T have ever lived a righteous and innocent ; 
fe, and: wrought ſo many good works a 
Tanfengſt them, they ought not to be ſo 7 
. cruel and maliciouſly bent againſt me. bil 
75 Remember, oh heavenly Father, that I 9 
bave always ſtood before thee to ſpeak be 
* good for them, and to turn away thy 8 
* wrath from them. And ſhall good be re- | b 
compenſed with evil? For "they have 8! 
digged a pit for my foul, and prepared a Cl 
_ © moſt ſhameful death for me. + Wherefore {1 
thou, O Lord, wholeeft all things, be OL 
* not ſilent, forſake me not, but riſe up to fo 
help me; for great tribulation is near at he 
" 91 5 and there is no other that can deli- W 
ver me. My adverſaries are all before to 
thee that ſeek my ſoul: And my heart bc 
* hath expected Wr and 13 am Fall of 5 


0 . icavinels.“ 
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This done, our Lord Jeſus came again to 
his Diſciples, and finding them heavy with 
ſleep, he awakened them, and bid them to 
watch and pray; which he did a ſecond and 
third time; and then returning again to his 
prayers, he ſaid as before, and added, ſay- 
ing, Oh, moſt righteous Father, if it be 
ſo that thou haſt abſolutely ordained that 
© I muſt ſuffer a moſt cruel death on the croſs 
for man's redemption, thy moſt holy will 
* be done. But firſt I recommend to thy 
care, my beloved Mother, and my Diſci- 
* ples, which hitherto I have always taken 
care of.” And while he was fervent in his 
Holy prayer, his moſt precious blood guſhed 
forth like ſweat, from all parts of his ſacred 
body, and ran down abundantly upon the 
ground, through the extreme violence of his 
bitter agony. Here is a great ſubject of 
grief and ſorrow, which ought to be ſuffi- 
cient to move the hardeſt heart to compaſ- 
ſion at the extreme anguiſh and pain which ö 
our bleſſed Lord Jeſus ſuffered at that time = 
for our ſake. For by virtue of his divinity = 
he foreſaw all the pains and torments which = 
were. to be inflicted upon him, and there- 
fore, according to his humanity, his tender 
body trembled with fear, and fell into a 
moſt violent and bloody ſweat. But hence 
let us learn to check our frequent impa- 
"7 8s 2 ee 


— — HH 


WB TH LIFE Off! 


tlonce from this, that our Lord prayed three 
times to His F alhier before he received any 
anſ wer. 4 2 
Now at the third time, when he was in 
the profoundeſt anguiſh 6f ſpirit, behold an 
Angel from God, the Prince of the celeſtial 
Hierarchy, St. Michael, came down and 
ſtood before him, comforted him, and faid, 
© Hail, O blefled Lord 7efus! your devont 
< prayer and bloody fweat I have offered up 
to thy Father in the preſence of the whole 
Court of Heaven, and we all, humbly 
* "proſtrate before him, have beſought him 


K * 


to take from thee that bitter draught of 


* thy Paſſion : but thy heavenly Father an- 
ſwering us, ſaid, „My bleſſed Son knows 
% full well that the redemption of mankind, 


«© which, out of our ſovereign love to him, 
% we: ſo much defire, cannot be conve- 
< mently tulfilled without the ſhedding of 
His blood; wheretfore if he is deſirous of 


„ their ald ation, he muſt die for them.“ 


To whom our Lord Fefus again replied, * ] 
deſire above all things the ſalvation of 


© man's foul, and therefore I chule rather 


< 'cheartully to ſaffer death, by which the 
fouls which my heavenly Father hath 
made to his own image and likeneſs, may 
be ſaved, than nat to die, and chat thoſe 
by © 4ouls ſhould not be redeemed: Wherefore 


* my 
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* my Father's will be done.“ The Angel 
int: again replying, ſaid, |< Be now of 

good heart, my Tord, and act coura- 
giouſly; for it behoves the Higli to work 
great things, and to ſuffer manfully moſt 
© ſevere and difficult trials: thy pains and 
© troubles ſhall ſoon paſs away, and joy and 
glory ſhall ever after jucceed. . And thy 
© heavenly Father is, and will be always 
with you; and will keep and preſerve 
from harm, thy bleſſed Mother and thy 
* Diſciples, according to thy deſire.” 

Our moſt humble Lord Jeſus roſe up, 
and meekly accepted this ſmall comfort 
from the Angel, the Creator from the crea- 
ture, reputing himſelf for that time even 
inferior to them. Wheretore, he was ſor- 
rowful as man, was comforted by the An- 
gel as man, took his leave of him as man, 
and as man prayed him to recommend him 
to his Father, and to the whole Court of 
celeſtial Spirits. And thus a third time he 
riſeth from prayer, with his body covered 
with blood; whom thou mayeſt behold, 
with in ward compaſſion, wiping himſelf or 
bathing in the river; all which is devoutly 
to be conſidered with ſorrow and compaſ- 
ſion, ſince it could not poſſibly be endured 
without great Wen and pain. 


— 
* 
* 
. . 
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Here we muſt obſerve, that many ** the 
Fathers and learned Doctors ſay, that our 
Lord Jeſus prayed in this manner, not 
merely for fear of his bitter Paſſion, but 
chiefly through the pity and mercy which 
he — towards his choſen people tlie Fews, 
lamenting that they would be loſt by not 
believing in him, and putting him to 
death. For ſurely it was moſt ungrateful 
in them to crucify him, ſince he was of 
their race; and was alſo prophecied in their 
law, to be the true Meſſiah, Chrijl Jeſus, 
who was to come, and who had farther 
ſhewed them ſo many ſigns, and given 
them ſo many proofs of his ſingular love. 
Wherefore (as ſome of the holy Fathers ſay) 
he prayed in this manner, ſaying, O 
* heavenly Father, if it could ſtand with 
the falvation of my brethren the Jews, 
* and that the fab 5 might, by ſome other 
« meant. be converted to thee, I would be 
glad to refuſe this bitter Paſſion : But if 
f = it be expedient that the eros be 
« blinded in their malice, fo that others at- 
ter them may have a mere perfect ſight in 
the faith and true belief of thee, then not 
- * my will, but thine be fulfilled.” 
|, There was in Chriſt at this time four kinds 
of wills, yiz.: The will of the fleſh, which 
would noways agree to ſuffer. The will of 
ſenſuality, 
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ſenſuality; and this murmured and feared. 
The will of reaſon; and this conſented and 
was obedient. And laſtly, there was in him 
his divine will; which commanded and 
paſſed ſentence. And: as he was true man, 
as ſuch he ſuffered great anguiſh of ſpirit, 
and underwent a moſt bitter agony. Where 
fore have an inward and cordial compaſſion 
for him, and conſider attentively every ac- 
tion of the Lord thy God. 

After this he came to his Diſciples, and 
ca to them, Now fleep and take your 
« reſt ;” for their eyes were very heavy. 

Thus the good ſhepherd was carefully 
watchful and vigilant over his little flock; 
his beloved Diſciples. Oh how great was 
the love of our ſweet Lord and Saviour to: 
wards them! For thoſe whom he loved, he 
loved to the end; ſo that even in his great 

uiſh and bitter agony, he was careful in 
piveuring their reſt and quiet, 3 22 
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MMEDIATELY after our bleſſed Lord 
[ beheld his adverfaries:coming with burn- 
ing torches and lanthorns, and weapons to 
app prehend him; and yet he would not 
awaken his Diſciples till they came near to 
him: And then he ſpoke, and ſaid, “ Riſe, 
„let us go: behold he approachetli that 
% hall betray me.” Matth. xxvi. And 
while he was ſpeaking, came that wicked 
wretch Judas, the traitor, and approach- 
ing him, kiſſed him. For it is written, that 
it was the manner and cuſtom of our Lord 
Jeſus towards his Diſeiples, that when at 
any time hie had ſent them out, at. their re- 
turning again, he would receive them with 
a loving kits. Wherefore the traitor went 
before the wicked band, and killed him as 
he was uſed to do, and ſaid, © Hail, 
«& Maſter.” 

And here let us behold our Lord Fefus, 
hd patiently and meekly he receives that 
falſe and treacherous kiſs, from that un- 
faithful Diſciple, whoſe feet ſo lately he had 
vouchſafed to waſh with his own hands, and 

whom, 


x47 


Our Lord geln Chriſ gaben and fees 


JESUS HR IIS TF. arg 


whom, out of his unfpeakable charity he re- 
fuſed not to feed with the precious ſood of 
his bleſſed body. Conſider . likewiſe how 
meekly he ſuffered himſelf to be taken, 
bound, ſtruck, and furiouſly, dragged away, 
as if he had been a thief, or the moſt wicked 
perſon in the world, void of power, to help: 
himſelf. Contemplate alſo the great ſorrow 
and, inward affliction he had. tor his Diſci- 
ples, who fled and left him in the hands of 
choſe ravenous wolves. And on the otlier 
ſide; conſider the grief of their hearts, 
ſince the caule of their leaving him was not 
che perverſity of their will, but the frailty. 
of their weak nature; for which they. heartily 
mourn and ſigh, like poor orphans, that 
know not what to do, or winther to go.; 
and their ſorrow was to much the greater, 
as they knew in what a villa mous manner 
their Lord and Maſter would be treated, and 
abuſed, | 
And incontinently, thoſe crucl butchers 
Jrive and pull him along as they, would a; 
beaſt to the laughter, and he like a mech 


lamb, not opening his mouth, patiently ol 


lows them without reſiſtance. Firſt thoſe 
vile wretches led him from the river Cedron,' 
near which place they appr ehended him, to- 
wards the city of Jeruſalem, and that with 
ES hae Pain, and violence, having his 
Ain N bleſitd 
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97155 hands bound behind him as if he 
ad. been' fome grievous malefactor; having g 
His garment torn from him, going bare- 
headed, and ſtooping, through the great 
baſte and violent pain they forced him to, 
2 *7 

in going. 

When he was brought before the chief 
Prieſts and Scribes that were then aſſembled 
together expecting his coming, they were 
reſoiced and glad that they had appre- 
hended him: They then began to examine 
him, and to aſk him many queſtions, en- 
deavouting to enſnare him; they procured 
Falſe witneſſes againſt him, ſpit 1 in his ſacred 
face, blinded his eyes, buffetted and derided 
him, faying, — Tell us who it was that 
* ſtruck thee.” Thus many and different 
ways they afflicted and tormented him, and 
in all he gave us moſt ſingular examples of 
Patience, | 

At length the chief Judges roſe up and 
ts arted, having ordered him to be kept in 
guſtedy under à loft, in the nature of a 
priſon, where they bound him to a pillar of 
tone, as thole ſay who have ſeen it, leaving 

2 guard of armed men with him for greater 
becurtty bo, during the whole night, 
_ abuled "Fa derided him with many appro- 

brious and reproachful ſpeeches; ſaying, 


© Dot thou believe W to be better or 
more 
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more wiſe than our learned mag iſtrates s 


Or can you imagine that they Andern 
not the law and religion much better than 
« you? How fooliſh doſt thou appear in 
taking upon thee to reprehend and teach 
them, againſt whom thou ſhouldſt not 


have preſumed to open thy lips. Where- 


fore now your wiſdom appears, in being 
s obliged to ſuffer that which all ſuch as you 


© truly deſerve; you are truly worthy of 
#, death, and it would be a pity that you 


* ſhould eſcape it. Thus the whole night, 


ſometimes one and ſometimes another, both 
with ſcurrilous language and wicked works, 
continually reviled and abuſed him. And 


our bleſſed Lord, with baſhful and modeſt 


countenance patiently bore it all, and was 


ſilent to every approbrious word they ſaid 
againſt. him; but, with his eyes modeſtly 


inclined towards the ground, made no an- 


iwer, as if he had been guilty and worthy 


— 


of blame. O moſt amiable Lord, into whoſe 
hands art thou come? This is truly the 
hour, and power of darkneſs, and with what 
patience doſt thou ſuffer it! 


Thus ſtood our bleſſed Redeemer, bound 


to that pillar, till the next morning. 
the mean time John, who had followed Kim 


to the High Prieſt's houſe, went to the bleſſed 
ene to Mary M dale and other de- 


1 2 vout 


vout people who were at that time 'aflem- 
bled at Mary Magdalen's houſe (Where our 
Lord made that memorable ſupper the night 
before) and related to them all that had 
pened to our Lord and his Diſciples ; 
which when they had heard, they were 
ſeized with unſpeakable grief, and wept 
molt | bitterly. Confider them attentively, 
and have compaſſion on them, for they are 
now in the greateſt grief and affliction that 
ever they were in for their Lord; ſor they 
now plainly ſee and know full well that he 
will be-taken from them and pat to a cruel 
death; -- Our bleſſed Lady retired alone to 
prayer, and ſaid, O moſt ſovereign, moſt 
* high, and moſt merciful Father, I pretent 
*'mylelt before thy Majelly to recommend 
*'to thy protection my dearly-beloved Son. 
O gracions Father, reveal to me whether 
my Son Feſus ſhall be put to death or not. 
Be not ſevere to him, O bountiful Father 
who to all others art 10 good and merci- 
ful; for he knows. no ſin, nor ever com- 
mitted any evil. O moſt juſt Father, if 
thou requireſt his death for the redemption 
* of the world, I beſeech thee if poflible, to 
find out ſome other means whereby to ac- 
compliſh thy deſign, and that my blefled 
Son's life may ſpared if it be thy Rab will, 
for ane, are Poſſible to Yar And "TIE 
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out of obedience to thee, has abandoned 
<- himſelf into the hands of his enemies, and 
will not attempt to deliver himſelf from 
their power. | Wherefore I beſeech thee, 
© © heavenly Father, to help him, and to 
deliver him to me again out of their wicked 
hands.“ Thus, or in words'to this effect, 
our bleſſed Lady, prayed for her Son in the 
profound ſorrow and grief of her ſoul, 
wherefore we ought to accompany her in 
her diſtreſs, and be moved with compaſſion 
towards her in this her ſo great affliction. 


* 


* 
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Our 22 Lord carried before Pilatę; ks 


being ſcourged at the pillar; and crowned. 
with thorns. | 


3 
® » 


AR LY on * morrow, en 8 420 
chiets of the people returned and cauſed 
Jeſus to be bound, and led with his hands 
faſtened behind Nm and thus handcuffed, 
brought lim to Pilate, mocking, reviling, 
and inſulting him with the. moſt abuſire 
taunts, as he proceeded on the way. Thus 
went this innocent Lamb, in the guiſe of a 
male factor, hurried by the mercileſs butchers 
id 0 


s THE LIFE OF! 


to ummerited flaughter. As he was going 
on his way, his bleſſed Mother, St. John, 
and the holy women who accompanied the 
former, who had left their modeſt retire- 
ment ſo early on purpoſe to come to his aſ- 
ſiſtance and comfort, met him at the wind- 
ing of a {trect: and what tongue can ex- 
preſs the bitter anguiſh of their ſouls at the 
fad ſight of cheeky Lord thus hurried along 
by an inſulting, abuſive mob? Or what de- 
gree of inbred. grief can figure the excels of 
mutual ſorrow this interview-begot on both 
ſides? Our Lord could not but ſuffer ex- 
tremely through the compaſlion he felt for 
his ved mers, and chiefly for his 
Mother. For he knew full well the bitter 
grief they felt for him, - ſufficient - to tear 
their bleeding fouls from their cony ulſed 
Focke. „ ole 
Ile was then been ght before Pilate, and 
this: women | followed at a diſtance, the 
thronging-rabble not ſuffering them to ap- 
proach any nearer. Many accuſations were 
taid aguindt him to Pilate; but Pilate, find- 
ing all to be groundleſs, and ae te eil 
himſelf of ſo odious'a proſecution, diſpatched 
him to Herad. Herod was much pleaſed at 
this, hoping by this means to ſee a miracle 
rought by Chrift > but he could not obtain 
the leaſt gratifeation of this ſort from cia, 


a; | who 
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who thought him unworthy even to hear a 
word from his ſacred mouth. Hence Herod, 
looking upon him as an idiot, cauſed him 
to be cloathed in a white raiment, the uſual 
habit of fools in thoſe days, and thus in de- 
riſion, ſent him back to Pilate. $0 that 
Chrift patiently bore to be reputed both a 
fool and a malefactor by all, without deſerv- 
ing either from any. Contemplate him then 
as he is led back wards and forwards, with 
his eyes modeſtly depreſſed, hearing the 
ſhouts and taunts, receiving the buffets, 
ſpittings, and perhaps filth thrown at him 
by a rude populace, without murmur or 
complaint ;- caſt a pitying eye upon him in 
this {ad plight, and with him compaſſionate 
his afflicted Mother, and- beloved Diſciples, 
who follow him as cloſely as they may, for 
the mob, till they reach the palace of Plate. 
Here again he is loaded by the ſavage brutes 
with falſe accuſations, which they utter with 
the utmoſt impudence and inveteracy. Yet 
Pilate, finding in him nothing that bore the 
nce of guilt, fought means to free 
him from their hands. Wherefore: ſays he, 
« I will puniſh, and diſmiſs him.“ O Pilate! 
doſt thou preſume to chaſtiſe thy Lord ani 
Sovereign! Surely thou art beſide thyſelf 
thus to dare to inflict ſtripes on him who is 
as guiltleſs of ſtripes as of death. Oh, how 
CES > much 
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much more wiſely had you atted to chaſliſe 
yourſelf by his admonition! However, Pilale 
was beſotted. enough to order him to be moſt 
ink manch ſcourged. 
Wherefore, by his order, our moſt inno- 
cent Lord was tripped naked, bound to a 
Pillar, and ſeverely ſcourged. "Thus was 
that innocent Lamb, and moſt beautiful 
among the children of men, ſhameſully ex- 
| poſed, naked and abaſhed, before the whole 
| populace ; and received with invincible pa- 
tience the cruel ſtripes of his barbarous 
[* executioners. So that the moſt beautiful 
1 flower of human nature, and the faireſt 
i and. moſt delicate of all fleſh, was covered 
| with ſtripes, wounds and bruiſes, infomuch 
i that from the crown of his head to the ſoal 
1 of his foot, his moſt precious blood ran, 
| flowing from all parts of his ſacred body, 
in great abundance upon the ground, being 
ſo long ſcourged and beat, that they added 
wonnd to wound, bruiſe to bruiſe, and {tripe 
to {tripe ; till at length, the inhuman ſpec- 
tators being weary to behold. any longer 
what the cruel butchers - themſelves were 
wholly tired of, he was ordered to be un- 
ns Wherefore he was looſed from the 
pillar, on which._the ſtains. of his precious 
blood are ſtill to be enen as. many acne 
hiſtorians affirm, apr fy Fo 
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Here, pious reader, let me intreat you to 
dwell ſome time on this ſubject, and atten- 
tively conſider, with heart full of ſorrow 
and compaſſion, the extremity of his bitter 
pains; and if you find not your heart to be 
moved, or even to melt with grief and com- 
punction at ſo great ſufferings of your bleſſed 
Lord, you may conclude that it is more hard 
and impenetrable than any ſtone. It was 
then fulfilled of him, what the Prophet 
T/aiah had Tong before prophecied, ſaying, 
« We have ſeen him, and there was neither 
«form nor beauty left, and we eſteemed 
«© him as a leper and as one ſmitten by God 
and humbled.” O ſweet Jefus, who dared 
to be ſo bold as to prefume to {trip thee of 
thy garments? Who was it that dared with 
more aſſurance to bind thee to the pillar? 
And who moſt audacious of all, could pre- 
ſame to beat and ſconrge thee in that cruel 
manner? But thou, O moſt bright Son of 
Righteouſnes! thou, I fay, didſt withdraw 
the reſplendant beams of thy glory, and 
didſt vouchſafe to abſcond thy power and 
might, ſo chat darkneſs, and the power of 
darkneſs reigned for a time, and thy ene- 
mies appeared, by thy divine permiſſion, 
more powerful than thyſelf. It was the 
excels of thy love, and the greatneſs of 
our iniquity, which difarmed thee of thy 
* Uu ſtrength 
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ſtrength in this conflict. But curſed be that 


malice which cauſed thee to be thus cruelly 
tormented, | 

After this they led him round the palace 
to ſeek for his clothes; which were ſcattered 
about in different parts of the houſe, ſome 
in one place, and ſome in another, by thoſe 
barbarous executioners who had ſtr ipped 
him. Here ought tenderneſs to move us to 
compaſſion, towards him, thus: afflicted and 
trembling with cold: For, as the goſpel tells 
us, the weather was ſharp and piercing. 
As he was clothing himſelf again, ſome of 
of the wicked populace went to Pilate, and 


laid, This man faid he was king, where- 


fore let us clothe him after our manner, 
and crown him as ſuch.” Hence, taking 
him aſide, they clothed him in a purple gar- 
ment; and platting a crown. of thorns, they 
put it upon his head, and with violence 
preſſed them into his ſacred temples; then 
giving him a reed inſtead of a ſcepter, they 
kneeled down and ſaluted him in deriſion, 
laying, Hail, King of the Jews.” To 
all which Jeſus made no anſwer; and like 
a meck and patient lamb opened not his 
mouth. Here behold; with melting heart, 
how often they ſtrike him upon the head 
with a reed, to drive the piercing thorns 
more ah into his (POR temples, ſo md 

they 


| 
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they forced the blood from every parr, 

which running down in great abundance, 

covered his bleſſed face. Conſider how he 
behaves in every action, and how» patiently 
he bears every inſult which they offer to 
him; they deride and mock him as once who 
would make himſelf king, without power 
to effect it. He is clothed in purple, carries 
a crown of thorns on his head, holds a reed 
in his hand, and they on their knees, ſalute 
him in deriſion as king, and he is ſilent, 
and murmurs not. But, oh miſerable and 
wicked wretches! how dreadful ſhall that 
bleſſed head appear at the laſt day, which 
now you abuſe and beat ſo inhumaaly ! 
Neither was all they had hitherto done ſuffi- 
cient to weaken their malice againſt. him; 
but, to add more to his reproach, they 
brought into the houſe many. of the mob to 
gaze on him; after which they led him out 
to Pilate, aud ſhewed him to the whole mul- 
titude; having on his purple garment; his 
crown of: thorns, and a ſcepter of a reed in 
his hand. In this manner ſtood that inno- 
cent lamb, with his eyes modeſtly depreſſed 
before that great multitude, who ſcofted and 
dended him, and with the loudeſt ſhouts ex- 
claimed againſt, crying out to Pilate, Cru- 
EP him, —_— him.” 
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Our blefſed Lord Jeſus condemned to ſuffer 
the cruel death of the croſs, and compelled 
to carry the ſame to Mount Calvary. 


UR blefſed Lord Jeſus having been 
been many ways ſhamefully reviled, 
mocked and abuſed, and {ſuffered many cruel 
torments among them; yet the chief of the 
Jews continually ſought his death, and ſtirred 
up the Whole multitude to join with him, 
and to er out to/P:late to have him cruci- 
ſied. At length the wicked ſadge, fearing 
more to incur cheir diſpleaſure than wrong- 
fully to condemn. the” . paſſed ſen- 
tence. of death upon him Then were thc 
Scribes and” Phariſres full of joy that they 
had proſpered in their ins: and attained 
their Wicked ends againſt him. For then 
they remembered not the benefit they had 
received from him, nor the miracles — had 
wrought among them for their good; they 
neither pitied bim for his innocence, nor 
were moved at the cruelty and baſeneſs of 
the action they were going to commit; and 
inſtead of ccaſing from their wicked purpoſe 
in conſideration of the great affliction, ſuf- 
terings, and reproaches they had inflicted 
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JESUS CHRIST. 325 


upon him, they rejoiced and were glad that 
their deſigns were now near the execution, 
Wherefore they revile, mock, and inſult 
him who is the true and eternal God, and 
haſten as far as poſſible his death. Hence 
he is again carried back into the houſe, 
ſtripped of his purple garment, and left 
thus naked before them. Stop here a mo- 
ment, and attentively conſider the make 
and form of his ſacred body : and that you 
may be moved to inward compaſſion to- 
wards him, and feed your foul with devout 
contemplation, cloſe your eyes 'for- a mo- 
ment to his divinity, and conſider him as 
pure man, and you will behold the moſt 
lovely, fair, innocent, and beautiful among 
the ſons of men in that doleful condition, 
full of wounds and bruiſes, covered with 
blood, naked and abaſhed, ſeeking and ga- 
thering together his garments, which were 
diſperſed in different parts of the houſe by 
thoſe cruel and mercileſs brutes, and cloath- 
ing. himſelf before them, who ſtood infult- 
ing and reviling him as if he had been the 
moſt contemptible of all creatures, forſaken 
by God, and deſtitute of all help and com- 
fort. Then conſider the profound and 
wonderful meekneſs of him. as God and 
man; | behold how that immenſe, eternal, 
and incomprehenſible Majeſty ſtoops to the 

| ground, 
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ground, collects his garments, and baſhfully 
clothes himſelf before his enemies, as though 
he 'was the vileſt of men; their bought ſlave, 
under their dominion, and by them chaſtiſed 
as a baſe and unpardonable delinquent. Af- 
ter this accompany him out, and behold 
how, after he has put on his clothes, they 
hurry him away, and load him with the 
heavy wood of the croſs, which, as hiſto- 
rians ſay, was: fifteen feet in length; ; this 
the moſt meek'and innocent lamb took and 
bore upon his bleſſed ſhoulders. Thus was 
he hurried along by an enraged mob, in 
company with two thieves who were con- 
— to death; theſe were his compa- 
nions in ſuffering. Oh ſweet and beloved 
Feſus, how much do theſe thy falſe friends 
debaſe thee, by making thee a companion 
with thieves! And what is {till worſe, they 
compel thee to carry thy own croſs, which 
is a burthen they impoled not» upon them. 
Wherefore, as the Prophet 7/azahk ' faith, 
«You are ti only numbered with evil 
* doers, but are uſed worle than they.“ 
Thy patience, O Lord, is unſpeakable. 
And now, devout Chriſtian, with all poſ- 
ſible attention and devotion, obſerve our 
Lord Fefus how he bends under the weight 
of the croſs, vehemently ſighing, and :wea- 
ried, Take pity on him in this ſad plight of 
ronewed afflictions and calumnies. 


His 
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His bleſſed and afflicted Mother ſeeing 
. ſhe could not approach near him for the 
great concourſe of people which preſſed 
about him, went, with St. Zen and the 
reſt. of her companions, a nearer. way, to 
the end that ſhe might meet him. at the 
winding of the ſtrert. And when ſlie per- 
ceived him coming, over loaded with the 
heavy tree of the croſs, which before ſhe 
had not ſeen, ſhe was like one beſide her- 
ſelf, and half dead with ſorrow, ſo that ſhe 
could neither ſpeak to him, nor he to her, 
by reaſon of the furious mob which hurried 
him along with great violence and compul- 
ſion. After, however, that he had gone a 
little way, he, turaed back to the women 
that followed weeping, and faid: Je 
« daughters of eruſalem, weep not for me, 
but v weep for yourlelyes, aud tor your chil- 
«© dren,” &c. as is farther contained in the. 
Goſpel. And in theſe two places were 
erected two churches in memory of . theſe. 
things, as they report who have been there. 
and ſeen them. And as Mount Calvary was 
far diſtant from the city, he was ſo tired 
and faint that he Was not able to carry his 
croſs the whole way, but fell down under; it 
with wearineſs. Wheretore the wicked exe: 
cutioners not willing to defer | his death, 
0 fearing leſt Piſate ſhould TEVOKP, Ning 

en- 
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ſentence, as he had before ſhewn a kind of 


inelmation to releaſe him: They therefore 
compelled one Simon a ſtranger to carry it 
for him, and Jeſus they led unburdened, 

but bound like a thief, to the place of 


. execution! 1 


Now if we attentively confi der all that 
hath been done to our Lord Jeſus, and the 


many things he hath ſuffered from the time 


he was firſt apprehended to this preſent, 'we 
ſhall doubtleſs find therein great matter of 


torrow and compunction. For we 


truly believe that from the hour in which he 
was firſt taken in the night, till the time of 
his being crucified, he was in one continual 
combat, and endured many reproaches, 
many injuries, many ſorrows and detrac- 
tions, and ſuffered many cruel torments 
among them. For there was no manner of 
reſt given him but continual trouble and 
vexation, And here may you dwell, - de- 
vout reader, for ſome ſhort ſpace of time, 
and take a ſhort review of that which hitherto 
hath been acted againſt him; Firſt, How 
one hys violent hands upon him and ap- 
prehends him, another binds him ſtraitly 
with cords, another blaſphemes him, ano-' 
ther ſpits in his ſacred face; another pro- 
poſeth to him ſubtle queſtions in order to 
enſnare him, another produchetli falſe wit- 
„ neſs 
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neſs againſt him, another drags him back- 
wards and forwards from one judge to ano- 
ther, another blindfolds his eyes, another 
buffets him, another ſtrips him of his clothes, 
another binds him to a pillar, another moſt 
cruelly ſcourgeth him, another unbinds him 
and clothes him in a purple garment, ano- 
ther platteth a crown of thorns, upon lis 
head, another puts a reed into his hand, 
another takes it from him, and itriking 
him with it upon the head, drives the 
thorns into his ſacred temples, another 
-kneeleth down before him and mocketh him, 
and ſo of the reſt, ſometimes one, and 
ſometimes another. Now they lead him to 
Annas, now to.Catþhas, then to Pilate, and 
from thence to Herod ; now hither, and now 
thither, now out, and then in again. And 
finally to conclude, he was dragged and 
-hurried along with great violence and with- 
out reſt till he came to Mount Calvary, which 
was the place fixed for the period of this 
doleful combat. 51 sf; 
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c H AP. LXIV. 
The nailing our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to 
the Croſs. b 


HE N our bleſſed Lord Jeſus was 
now come to Mount Calvary, thoſe 


wicked and mercileſs butchers began then 


to effect their cruel work. Be preſent now 
with all the attention of your mind to theſe 


things, and devoutly conſider every par- 


ticular relating to the Lord your God. Be- 
hold with the interior eyes of your foul, 
ſome preparing the croſs, ſome making 
ready the ropes and cords to bind him, ſome 


the nails and hammers to faſten him, others 


preparing the ladder and other inſtruments, 


ſome digging the hole in the earth to fix 


the croſs in, and others buſy in ſtripping 


him, fo that this is the third time of his 


being ſtripped, by which his wounds are 
again renewed by the violent tearing off his 
clothes which were cleaved to his ſacred 


fleſh. His bleſſed Mother when ſhe beheld 


him thus uſed, was afflicted beyond expreſ- 
ſion. And oh how full of bitter anguiſh 
indeed may we well imagine was her ten- 
der ſoul, in beholding her beloved and in- 

f * nocent 
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nocent Son thus ſhamefully abuſed, and 
loaded with injuries and inſuks ! Then was 
he extended upon the croſs, as it lay upon 
the ground, and with cords ſtretching forth 
with violence his ſacred hands and feet, the 
cruel {laughterers with long iron nails bar- 
barouſly piercing them, failed him faſt to it. 
— Thus was ousy ord: and Saviour Jeſus 
Chrijt faſtened to t © IGG hand and, foot, 
and ſo extr em ained thereon, that 
as the royal Prop het ſaith ; All his 
bones might be num red: and hi lacred 
blood ran forth in ſtreams from his bleſſed 
wounds in great abundance: and his arms 
and legs were fo wide Mtretched with the 
nails, that he chu not mode any part of 


his body, fexcepthis head. And as his 

whole * ſuppo ted only by three 
nails, undonbtediy! his Pans Were great be- 
yond Wade an) hart 57 + conceive, or 
Tongue ebf But to ed fill reproach 
to his grief, e was Eu 2d between two 
thieves}jand” ed 1 contempt, nd | 
reviling from! 4 all MWherefort one 
blaſphem y © hers ſhoble their Heads, 
and ſaid: 


« Faugh, e du thee, chou gt he 
that wow Fo on the! Xxemple of $09, 

and build it up again in three days. Some 
ſaid: Others be faved, himſelf he cannot 
© fave; and if thou be the Son of God de- 
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ſcend now from the croſs that we may be- 
© heve.*? And thole who crucified him, di- 
vided his garment among them betore his 
face. All this was acted in the preſence of 
his afflicted Mother who ſtood under the 
croſs, whoſe tender compaſſion and tears 
added much to the ſorrow and affliction of 
her Son. For ſhe accompanied him in her 
ſoul on the croſs, and inwardly deſired ra- 
ther to die with him, than to live any longer 
without lim. Thus ſtood the doleful Mo- 
ther beſide the croſs of her Son : ſhe never 


turned her eyes from him, ſhe was afflicted 


and full of anguiſn with him; and with 
many bitter ſighs prayed to her heavenly 


Father, ſaying : Oh heavenly Father and 


ſovereign Lord of Majeſty, without doubt 
it was foreſeen and pleaſing to thee from 
all eternity, that my moſt beloved and 
innocent Son ſhonld ſhed his precious 
blood, and be crucified for the fins of the 
world, / wherefore it is not convenient to 
afk him of you again. But moſt holy 
Father, thou ſeeſt the bitter Torment and 
preſent anguiſh of his ſoul, wherefore I 
beſeech thee, eaſe him of his pain, and re- 
leaſe him if it be thy heavenly will. 
And her bleſſed Son prayed e to his 
Father for her, faying, * Oh, good Father, 


MLS aa SS SS ...4 


THOR down 1 beleceh * on my afflicted 


Mother, 


4 1 
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Mother, and behold how deeply ſhe is 


* tormented for me: My being crucified is 
* ſufficient for the fins of mankind ; ſhe 
* hath not deſerved any ſuch thing, and 
* yet ſhe is with me in heart upon the crols, 
* and ſhe bears an equal ſhare with me in 
my pains. Wherefore I recommend her 
to thee, beſeeching thee that it would 
* pleaſe thee to aſſwage and leſſen her 
grief.“ | 

There was alſo with our bleſſed Lady the 
beloved Diſciple St. John, and Mary Mag- 
dalen, and the two litters of our Lady, Mary 
of James, and Mary of Salome, 1 other 
of his friends ſtanding under the croſs, who 
all, but eſpecially Mary Magdalen the be- 
loved of Jeſus, were very ſorrowful and 
wept bitterly, and could noways be com- 
forted, becauſe of the pains of their beloved 
Maſter: for their ſorrow was oſten renewed 
with his, either in theſe words, or deeds 
which were ſaid or done to him. 


HA. 
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C HA P. LXV. 


70 he words which our Lord #þ oke whale hang- 
tung upon the croſs; and of his yielding up 
his Jpari. | 


8 Lord Jefus hanging on the croſs, 
ceaſed not to do, and to ſpeak thoſe 
things which were for our advantage, even 
to the laſt moment in which he gave up his 
ſpirit : Wherefore he ſpoke ſeven times, as 
is written in the Goſpel. 

The firſt. thing he faid was when he 
prayed for his enemies, ſaying, F ather, 
«* forgive them, they know not what they 
do. O wonderful patience, charity, and 
benignity! _ 

The ſecond was to his Mother, when he 
ſaid, © Woman, behold thy Son;” and to 
John, % Behold thy Mother.” He would 
not call her at that time Mother, leſt the 
tenderneſs of the expreſſion ſhould have oc- 
caſioned her more grief. 

The third was to the good thick; ſaying, 
This day thou ſhalt be with me in Para- 
% diſe.” in which words he ſhewed his in- 
finite and unbounded mercy towards us. 

The fourth was when he ſaid, Elo, 
cc Eloi, Lamaſabathani.” That is to ſay; 
% My 
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«© My God, my God, why haſt thou for- 


faken me?” As if be had ſaid more 
plainly thus: My God, thou haſt ſo much 
* loved the world, that while you give me 


to death for its redemption, you ſeem to 


have forſaken me.“ 

The fifth was, Sitio; I thirſt! Which 
word gave occaſion to his enemies to re- 
joice, and to his Mother greater occaſion of 
compaſſion. And although this word may 


be underſtood of his thir ff for the ſalvation 


of ſouls; yet he truly thirſted for drink: 
for by the great effuſion of his blood, he had 
little moiſture left within him. Wherefore 
his cruel butchers, who were ſtudying how 
they might torment him, took vinegar mixed 


with gall, and put it to his mouth that he 
might drink. 


The ſixth was when he ſaid, „Conſum- 
* matum eſt;“ It is finiſhed! As if he faid, 
O Father, I have perfectly and obediently 


* 


and all that has hitherto been writ of me; 
wherefore now, if it pleaſe thee, receive 
me again to thyſelt.* To which, we may 
for devotion's fake imagine, his Father re- 

plied, Come, my beloved Son, for thou 
: haſt fulfilled all things compleatly, and I 


A 


© will not that you fufter any more; come 
then and reſign thy foul into my arms, 


and repole thyſelf forever in my boſom.” 
And 


fulfilled all the commands you gave me, 
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And then our bleſſed Jeſus began to fail 
in his fight, after the nature of dying men, 
and grew faint and languiſhing, ſometimes 
cloſing and ſometimes opening his eyes; 
and bowing his head, firſt on one fide, and 
then on the other, till being quite ſpent, 
and his ſtrength failing, he recommended 
his foul to his Father, crying out with a 
loud voice, and pronouncing the ſeventh 
word, faying, ** Father, into thy hands [ 
„ commend my fpirit :> With which he 
yielded up the ghoſt. Tal 

At this ſtrong and vehement cry of our 
Lord Jeſus, a Centurion who was ſtanding 
by was converted, and immediately faid, 
«© Verily, this man is the Son of God;* be- 
cauſe he heard him cry ſo loud when he 
_—_ 5 2 
Oh, in what a ſad and ſorrowful condi- 
tion may we well ſuppoſe was the tender 


heart of his bleſſed Mother when ſhe behieldl 


him to languiſh in ſo painful a manner, to 


cry out, and to die in her preſence! We 


may ealily believe that her ſpirits failed her, 
and that ſhe was ready to give up the ghoſt 
with him, much more than when ſhe met 
him carrying his eroſs. And what can we 
think of Mary Magdalen, of St. John his 
beloved Diſciple, and of the other two ſiſters 
o our Lady? Undoubtedly they were brim- 
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ful of inexpreſlible forrow, loaded with 
grief, and overwhelmed with bitterneſs and 
tears, without any kind of comfort, and not 
knowing what to do. 

Behold now our Lord Jeſus hangeth dead 
upon the croſs, and the multitude of people 
return again to the city. But the moſt 
afflicted Mother, with the other four, re- 
main {till at the croſs, feeding their ſouls 
with the divine contemplation of their Be- 
loved, and wait tor help from God, that 
they might have him taken from the crols 
and bury him. 

If you alſo, Chriſtian foul, will behold 
your Lord in devout contemplation, you 
cannot chuſe but conceive a tender compal- 
ſion, ſeeing that from the crown of his head 
to the ſoal of his foot there was no whole 
part left in him; there was not a member 
or any ſenſe which had not their extr eme 
pain and affliction. 

Employ thyſelf then in the gal y ſtudy o 
theſe ſufferings of thy Lord, and make t 
the frequent Lubject of your. devout melt: 
tation. 
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"OCH A P. LXVI. 


7 he opening. of our bleſſed Saviour” $ 7 ide 
with a ſpear. 


HILE the bleſſed Mother of our Lord 
Jeſus, with St. John, St. Mary Mag- 
alen, and the two liſters of our blefled 
Lady ſat beſide the croſs with her eyes at- 
tentively fixed on her beloved Son, contem- 
plating him thus hanging dead between 
two thieves, forſaken and abandoned: there 
came many men from the city towards 


them; being ſent to break the legs of thoſe 


who wers crucified, and to kill them down- 
right if they were not dead, that their bo- 
dies might not be ſeen hanging on the croſs 


upon the Sabbath-day. Our bleſſed Lady 
with the reſt roſe up to behold, and Cave 
them coming, but knew not for hat rea- 


ſon: Wherefore their ſorrow was renewed, 
and their fear encreaſed more as they ſaw 
them advance nearer. His bleſſed Mother 
being more ſenſibly affected than the reſt, 
and 1 not knowing what to do, turned en 
ſelf towards her beloved Son and ſaid, My 
© moſt dear Son to what end, I beſeech thee, 


do theſe cruel butchers return hither again? 
What more do they intend to do? Have 


they 
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in this manner; 
oy for the love of God moſt 
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they not already taken away thy life? 1 
«* was in hopes that they were ſatisfied with 
© what they had done beſore to thee while 
thou walt living: But now it ſeemeth that 
they have not yet done with thee, but they 
« will farther purſue thee dead. I know not, 
* my beloved Son, how to act, fince I am 
as unable of helping thee now, as L was 
5, before in delivering thee from death. I 
« will approach however and ſtand near the 
« croſs; at thy bleſſed feet, and beſeech thy 
* heavenly Father to render them fayour- 
able towards thee.” 

Hence they all five, bitterly weeping, 
went and le themſelves before the croſs 
of our ED Jeſus. And the multitude, 
haſtily advancing, came with great ſhouts 
and noiſe, and ſceing that the two thieves 
were yet living, with, great rage they broke 


their legs and killed them, and taking them 


down, caſt them into a ditch. And then re- 
turning, they came to our Lord Feſus, And 
his bleſſed Mother, pierced to the heart with 
grief, ſearing leſt they might do the fame to 
him, had — to her uſual weapon of 
humility: Wherefore, kneeling down before 


them with her arms extended, and with a 


loud and compaſlionate voice ſpoke: to them 
I beſeech you, brethren, 
High and Al- 


55 Y Y 2 * mighty, 


349 THE: LIFE OP 


0 mighty, that you will no more afflict or 
© torment me in my moſt dear Son: I am 
truly his moſt ſorrowful and diſconſolate 

« Mother, whom you know has never in- 
© jured or offended you. And if my be- 
loved Son ſeemed to oppole ou, you 
© have put him to death for it. What more 
can your revenge require? Forbear then 
* to infalt him any longer, and Iwill com- 

pound for, and forgive you what injuries 

you have hitherto done me in his death 
and ſufferings. But, oh be thus far mer- 
ciful in your cruelty ; break not his dear 


* *corfe,” but ſuffer me to carry it whole to 
the ſepulchre. What will it avail to break 


his limbs, who has already expired this 


hour paſt?” Thus did the ſacred Virgin 
perſiſt on her knees; with John and Magda- 
len, and the other devout women, weeping, 
and entreating thoſe inhuman butchers! O 


ſacred Lady, to what purpoſe doſt thou thus 
demean thyſelf to thoſe barbarous wretches! 
Can you hope for any facceſs with ſuch inex- 
orable favages? Will pity make the impious 
relent? Will the mercileſs give yearnings of 


mercy; or pride truckle 10 humility? Alas! 


your endeavours are ineffectual: condeſcen- 
lion! is the averſion of the proud. 
One Longinus by name, at that time a 


wicked, haughty og, but afterwards a 


— 


ar convert, 
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convert, a faint, nay, a martyr, ſtretched: 
forth his lance, and ſeeming to give ear to 
their cries, pierced our Lord's ſacred ſide, 
when immediately from his wide wound: 
guſhed forth water and blood, At this fight 
his diſconlate Mother fell into a ſwoon in the 
arms of Magdalen : and while St. John and 
the holy women were buſted in fup 
and brin ging to herſelf our bleſſed Lady, 
the impious butchers departed. And now at 
her recovery, a new taſte of death ſucceeded 
the former, when ſhe beheld her beloved, 
divine Son, hanging dead on the croſs in fo 
mangled and deplorable a condition. Oh! 
how many ſtrokes of deaths did- not this 
ſpotleſs Lady feel on this day! Who can 
doubt of their being equal in number to 
the infalts and cruelties uled to him. And 
thus was fulfilled what Simeon foretold, that 
the {word of forrow ſhould pierce her 

* foul.” Thus did one lance, with the 
fame facrilegious ſtroke, rip open the 


blefſed body of Jeſus, and the ſacred ſoul 


of Mary. 


When our bleſſed Lady was perfectly re- 
covered, they all ſat down at the feet of the 
croſs, at a loſs what or how to do. How 
to take down and where to depoſit the holy 
corſe they conld not contrive, for want of 
ſtrength, and for want of a ſepulchre to 

r put 
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put it in. To: depart and leave him on the 
crots in that condition, they knew not how 
to xeſolve, and to remain there long was 
neither decent nor ſafe, for night was com- 
ing on. What perplexity! O bountiful 
God, how. didit thou ſuffer this thy Favon- 
rite, this mirror of all virtues; dus our ſa- 
cred advocate and protectreſs to be afflicted 
Surely ; it were time ſhe. an e „ 
n thb exccis of anguiſh. - | 


— 0 n 'A . 8 IXI. 
The taking down our Lov | from the cro ofs. 


GAIN they ſaw ſeveral perſons com- 

ing along Ne road: theſe were Joſe ph 
of Arimatliea, and Nicodemus, and ſome 
perſons with them, who brought inſtru- 
ments to take down the ſacred body from 
the croſs, and a great quantity of myrrh 
and aloes to embalm it. This gaveithem 
a new alarm, not knowing at a diſtance but 
they might be perſons coming to offer new 
outrages to the bleſſed corſe. Wherefore, 
tbey all aroſe immediately and falling on 
their knees applied themſelves, to prayer, 


1 God to avert the affliction they | 


ſeemed | 


— 
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ſeemed again threatened with. At length, 
however, St. John diſcovered who they 
were, and returning thanks to God, they 
all began to be comforted. Our blefled 
Lady then diſpatched St. on iminediately 
to meet them, who brought them to the 
croſs were the holy women were, and pre- 
ſented them to the afflicted Mother of God. 
Our bleſſed Lady received them graciouſly, 
and with all the joy compatible with her 
preſent ſtate of grief: 7oſ/ephand Nicodemus 
condoled with her and the pious company : 
Then all falling on their knees adored the 
ſacred relict of our Lord, and after ſome 
time ſpent in devout and humble prayer, 
and religions homage, they all again aroſe 
and prepared to take him down from the 
crols. 
While the holy company are buſied in 
their devout. offices to Chriſt, endeavour, 
ious reader, to be as devoutly attentive to 
all that paſſes. Two ladders then are fixed 
to the croſs, one to cach arm. Joſeph, while 
Nicodemus goes up that on the left hand, 
aſcends the other on the right, and labours 
to draw the nail with which that hand is 
faſtened. This was done not withouta great 
Hope deal 
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deal of difficulty, and bruiſing the divine 
fieſh, for the nails were of an immoderate 
groſſneſs. However the action was accep- 
table to God, inaſmuch as it was a neceſſi- 
rated violence, and practiſed only through 
the utmoſt purity of intention and livelineſs 
of faith. When o/eph had drawn out the 
nail, St. John made a ſign to him to give it 
to him with privacy, which, when he re- 
ceived it he hid it in his boſom that the at- 
flicted Virgin might not fee it. Then Nico- 
demus extracted the nail from the left hand, 
and gave it likewiſe to St. Jon, who joined 
it devoutly with the former. When the 
nails were thus drawn from the hands of 
our bleſſed Redeemer, Nicodemus deſcended 
to draw out that which faſtened his heavenly 
feet, while Jeſehh ſupported the body. O 
thrice happy Joſeßh, who was deemed 


worthy to embrace ſo divine, ſo ineſtimable 


a treaſure ; While Fo/ep/ held the ſacred 
body leaning on his arms, our bleſſed Lady 
took hold of the bleſſed hand which hung 
down, and preſſing it reverently and ten- 
derly to her holy face and lips, kiſſed it, 
preſſed it, and devoutly bathed it with her 
motherly, virgin tcars. Oh nature, what 
a ſpectacle! Oh human heart, what muſt thou 
be not to melt at ſuch a Gght 2 ? When the 
nail was extracted from the feet, Joſeph 


deſcended 
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deſcended by degrees, while the others re- 
ceived the heavenly body of our Lord, and 
repoſed it decently on the ground. Our 
bleſſed Lady then raiſed the holy head and 
ſhoulders and placed them on her lap, and 
the Magdalen proſtrating herſelf, embrace] 
his ſacred feet, whence ſhe had once received 
ſuch a plentitude of grace. All the, reſt 
ſtood round joining their ſighs and tears, 
and bitterly bemourning the -only begotten 


of God thus disfigured by baſe ungr rateful 
man, 


. H A P. LXVIII. 


| The embalmung and burial pf our Lord. 


FTE R a ſhort ſpace, as night was 
drawing on, 7oſephi beſought our Lady 
to ent him to embalm and wrap up the 
ſacred body in the fine linen he had brought 
with him for that purpoſe. But ſhe knew 
not how to part with the dear treaſure ſo 
ſoon. again. I intreat you, my friends; 
ſaid ſhe, rob me not ſo ſoon of my 


+ dear, my only. Son, of all that is dear to 


me in this life; rather, if you are in haſte 
to bury. him, lay me in the ſepulchre by 
f 2. 2 him. 
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** him. Oh that I might, deareſt Fefus, 
< hy by thee and never de ſe parated from 
thee.“ Tears flowed fifth down her 
virgin cheeks; and ſighs forbid her words 
an utterance. Silent and fad ſhe viewed 
the Tovely, mangled form ; now ſhe exa- 
mined, one by one, the reeking wounds ſtill 
freſh and full of clodded blood; now ſhe 
picked out, with care and cruel anguiſh, one 
after one, the long and ſplintered thorns ſtill 
buried in his temples ; ; now ſhe beheld his 
head, and now his face, compoſing the few 
ſtraggling hairs which blinded inhumanity 
had left upon his head and beard; and 
waſhing off the dirt and ſpittle from his di- 
vine countenance with floods of tears; unſa- 
tiated with weeping, ſighing, and gazing 
on the object of her anguiſh. Thus fixed, 

and de FRET the afflicted Mother dwelt 
with her eyes on the beloved, lovely form 
of her divine Son, and was not to be re- 
moved from him, till St. Fohn, with reve- 
rence approaching, intreated her to conſider 
the lateneſs of the day, and to conſent that 
Foſjeph and Nicodemus might do their pious 
offices in time, to prevent any inſults or 
calumnies of the Jews. To this remon- 
ſtrance the wiſe and humble Virgin yielded, 

remembering well that her deareſt Yefus had 


recommended her to the e care of this faith- 
nnd ob. "i ful 
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kal, loving Diſciple. And therefore, without 
contending, ſhe gave them her bleſſing, and 

rmiſſion to dreſs and wrap him up. St. 
John then with Tojeph and Micodemus im- 
mediately embalmed. the holy body, and 
wrapped it in the fine linen cloth. While 
they were buſied about the body, the bleſſed 
Virgin {till kept the head upon her lap, and 
the Magdalen was ſtill officious about his 
feet. Here kneeled the illuſtrious penitent 
almoſt diſſolved with excels of grief, and 
now on thoſe ſacred limbs which compunc- 
tion elſewhere bathed with her tears, un- 
ſpeakable grief and tender compaſſion made 
her pour a double flood. She beheld thoſe 
dear feet cruelly pierced and torn, mangled 
and bloody, but could not behold: them 
clearly from the bitterneſs of her weeping. 
The Evangeliſt bears witneſs that ſhe loved 
exceedingly, . and therefore who can be 
amazed that ſhe ſhould: grieve exceedingly 
to ſee our Lord, whom fhe thus loved, 
and to ice him thus mangled, dead, and re- 


duced almoſt to nothing? Scarce could her 


Þreaſt contain her heart thus big with pant- 
ing anguiſh: nor is it improbable that, if ſhe 
might, ſhe would have gladly expired at the 
feet of her dead Lord. This was the ninth 


and laſt office the could pay her divine Maſ- 


ter, and in doing this how bitterly was ſhe 
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ſtung with affliction that ſhe could not do it 
in the manner ſhe wiſhed. She would fain 
have laid out the bleſſed body, anointed, 
atid wrapped it wholly of herſelf with that 
decency and reverence due to it. But nei- 
ther the time nor the place would permit it; 
for at that time ſhe could not do any more, 
nor in a better manner, than to bathe his ve- 
nerable plants with her tears, dry them with 
her locks, kiſs them, and reverently wrap 
them in the linen: this ſhe did, and did it 
with a diligence equal to her affection. 
When thus the body and feet of our divine 
Saviour were wrapped up, they all turned 
their looks towards our bleſſed Lady to learn 
her pleaſure, and ſhare her parting grief. 
And ſhe, finding now there was no more 
time to delay, threw her face on that of her 
| heavenly Son. Oh precious Son Jus: 
« do ] ſtill hold you dead on my lap? And 
«* muſt 1? OY I then part from you'?' O 
* cruel, unf eakable, cruel divorce of death. 
Sweet and delightful was our converſe 
with each other, and free from injury or 
offenct to any, why then do I lee thee, 
« ſweet offspring of my bowels, thus man- 
gled and murdered like a public nuiſance? 
How faithfully, how dutifully, how ten- 
derly did you when alive wait on and 
cCheriſh fs yet wine return was J able to 
2 make 


© * I 
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t © make you in this dreadful conflict? Your 
1 FF _ *© heavenly Father was able alone to aſſiſt 
; 8 © you: I could not; and he, for his ineffably 
= divine reaſons would not. Bleſſed be his 


- 3 © Holy Name alike for all he has done. But 
E: why my only Joy did you abandon your- 
Aelf? Ah! it was for the generous love of 
' mankind, whom you came to redeem. 
Alas! how dear has this redemption coſt 
you? Yet dear as it has been, it redounds 
to your glory and their ſalvation, I ſub- 
mit to, nay, rejoice. in it. And if I do 
grieve, ſorgive me, all-bounteous Jeſus, 
forgive me theſe tears and ſighs, which 
ſurely are but due from ſo beloved a Parent 
to ſo lovely, loving, and divine a Son. 
How can I refrain from tears when JI be- 
hold to what a deplorable condition the 
{ins of man have brought you? You had 
neither fin nor harm in you. Now, ah! 
now our ſocial converſe with each other 
is broken off; now I part from you, my 
only Solace. Well, ſince it is 22 will, 
it ſhall be mine ; and theſe hands, in obs- 
\dience to your divine pleaſure, ſhall bury 
your ſacred body. And then whither, or 
to whom ſhall I, your afflicted Mother, fly 
for protection and refuge? How ſhall 1 
live without you? Oh that I might be bu- 
* ried with you! Oh that one tomb might 
I con- 
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contain us both, that we might never be 
ſeparated in body any more chan in mind! 
Go then, lovely eſus Go to your ſepul- 
chre, and _ my body may not be there 
entomed with yours, my ſoul ſhall ſtill 23 
accompany. you thither, and there forever 
dwell with you. To you then I offerand 
recommend it. Oh Son, oh deareſt, oh 
© divine Son, how hard is this ſeparation !” 
A flood of tears followed her words, and 
and bathed the ſacred face of Chrz/t more 
plentifully than the Magdalen had bathed 
his feet. She wiped them off however, and 
kiſſing his lips and eyes, wrapped up the holy 
head in the linen. After which all again 
falling on the ground, and paying their 
adorations, took the ſacred Body and bore it 
to the monument ; our bleſſed Lady hold- 
ing up the head, $t. Mary Magdalen the 
feet, and the reſt of them the body. | 
Near the place where our Saviour was 
crucified, was a ſepulchre, in which they 
buried our Lord with reverence, tears, 
ſighs, and adorations. After he was laid in 
e monument, the afflicted Mother em- 
braced him, and clung to him for a while; 
but St. John and the holy women. raiſed her, 
and rolled a huge ſtone againſt the en- 
trance in the monument. Venerable Beda 
a us, that this monument was a kind, of 
round 
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round manſion, hewn our of a rock beneath, 
ſo high that a man could not reach, with 
his arm perpendicularly raiſed, to the roof 
of it. Its entrance ſtood Eaſtward: and in 
it our Lord's body was placed in a tomb, on 
the North ſide, of ſeven feet long. 


C H AP. LXIX. 
Our blefſed Lady's departure from the Sepul- 


ckre, and return to Mount Sion. 


W's Fojeph had compleated his office 


of burying our Saviour, and was upon 
the point of returning to Jeruſalem, he came 
to 4 bleſſed Virgin, "and intreated her with 
many ſolicitations to retire to his houſe with 
the companions and ſharers in her grief, of- 
fering it and all he was maſter of in it to her 
ſervice and command. But our blefled Lady 
graciouſly returning him thanks, excuſed 
herſelf from going thither, for that ſhe was 
committed by her beloved Son to the care 
of his beloved Diſciple John; who, when 


Joſepli turned to him to beſeech him to pre- 


vail upon her to honour his houſe with her 
ſacred preſence, told them, that he muſt 
lead her immediately to Mount Sion, the 
place 
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place where Jeſus had but the night be- 
tore ſupped with his Diſciples, and where 
he himſelf propoſed to remain with her. 
Upon which, they forthwith adored at the 
Sepulchre, and after paying their ſubmiſſion 
to the holy Virgin, and their reſpects to her 
company, they went their way: But our 
bleſſed Lady, St. John, and the devout wo- 
men, remained ſometime longer oppoſite 
to the Sepulchre. 

At length St. John rennpifiraiiin to our 
bleſſed Lady that it was neither ſafe to re- 
main there Jate at night, nor decent to enter 
the city much later in the day, ſhe humbly 
aroſe, and kneeling before the Sepulchre, 
embraced it, ſaying, * Farewel, my deareſt 
beſt- beloved Son; ſince I may not, muſt 
* not. ſtay any longer near thee, I recom+ 
mend thee to thy eternal Father's all-wiſe 
and mighty care.“ Then lifting her eyes 
to Heaven, with abundance of tears and 
heart full of grief, To you, O cternal Fa- 


ther, I recommend this dear depoſit of 


your and my only begotten Son. Oh take 
under your protection, and guard from 
every inſult his precious body, and with 
it accept my foul, which I here leave to- 
* gether with it. Then riſing, ſhe departed 


with her companions from the monument. 


When 
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When they came again to the croſs; ſhe 
kneeled down and adored, ſaying, Here 
died my dear, my precious Son; here he 
* poured out the generous ſea of blood for 
man's redemption.” And, after her ex- 
ample, all did the fame. Nor is it without 
good grounds that we may believe our bleſſed 
Lady to have been the firſt reverer of the 
croſs. When they drew nigh to the city, 
the women veiled her like a widow, and 


walked diſtreſsful and afflicted before her; 


and ſhe proceeded after them with her head, 
and face quite covered, between St.- John 
and St. Mary Magdalen. At their entrance 
into town, a pious contention aroſe between 
theſe two; Magdalen pleading hard that our 

bleſſed Lady might come to reſide at her houſe, 
alledging che goodneſs with which our Lord 
had honoured her in his lifetime, in reſorting; 
to it: but St. John, on the other hand, was de- 
ſirous of leading the ſacred Virgin to Mount 
Sion, where he ſaid ſhe would be ſafer, and 
more within the reach of all their friends. 


Accordingly our bleſſed Lady determined 


to go thither, and the Magdalen followed 
her. As they paſſed along the town many 
devout perſons of both ſexes met her, and 
condoled with her, crying out aloud againſt 
the approbrious injuſtice dong to her divine 
Son, as they led. her on to the houſe whithre 
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the was repairing. When ſhe nend at the 
place where ſlie was to remain, turning to 
her attendants, ſhe returned them thanks, 
and they ſubmiſſively bowing, paid her ho- 
mage and condolenee. Our Lady was fol- 
lowed by her two ſiſters and the M agdalen 
into the houſe; after which St. John — 7 
Hhimſelf at the door; and returning thanks 
to the reſt, and making ſome — for 
not inviting them in on account of the late- 
neſs of the evening, and the melancholly 
ſituation of the afflicted Virgin, he diſmiſſed 
them. But with diſconſolate eyes did this 
childleſs Mother look round the boſe, where 
ſhe could no more tee the object of all her 
delight. O fair and e O lovely 
4 Son! where art thou now? O John! where 
is my only Son? O Magdalen! where is 
* thy. Maſter, that more than parent, who 
loved thee ſo tenderly? O beloved fifters! 
Where is my Jeſus? Every joy is now 
f fled} from me; every ſweetneſs, every 
© plealing fight vaniſhes from my eyes, now 

4 he is no more before me. Alas, alas, what 
* agonies he ſuffered! Alas, how my grief 
© augments whenever I look back to behold 
him all torn, all bruiſed, all disfigured, 
- fighing;/panting, and fainting with thirſt, 
-* anguiſh, and violence! What inſults, 75 


torments, and what taunts did he g 
66 & , through! 
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through! And I, oh me! wiſhed in vain 
to comfort him. His foes inhumanly abuſed 
him; his friends meanly and ſhamefully 
* forſook him; his poor, his tender Mother, 
* wanted power to help him; and his Father, 
© his Almighty Father, would not reſcue 
him: And with what expedition was he 
not hurried to the cruel, inhumanly cruel, 
* unnaturally cruel flaughter! What wretch 
* ſo vile was ever condemned, and executed 
* with ſo much injuſtice, barbarity and pre- 
© cipitation, as my poor innocent, innoften- 
* five Son Jeſus? Oh my Son Jeſus! in 
this laſt one unhappieſt of nights waſt thou 
* baſely betrayed, inhumanly ſeized, perfi- 
* diouſly condemned, and now cruelly cru- 
* cified, thou lieſt unjuſtly murdered! - O 
_< deareſt Feſ/us! how bitter is this ſeparation” 
from thee; and how inſupportable the ſad 
reflection on thy undeſerved, ignominious - 
*£ death! Thus went on this tender, this 
afflicted Mother, till St. 7ohn at length be- 
ſought her to deſiſt from her exceſs of grief, 
-and adminiſtered comfort to her. Do you, 
amidſt your pious contemplation, with to 
do' the like, devout reader; obey her, mi- 
niſter to her, and attend and comfort her, 
and join with St. John in p ing fome- 
thing for her refection, and for thoſe who 

© benen Ae 2 121771 5. 
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are with her, who are all faſting and faint: 
And when you have indulged yourlelt a 
while in this pious, ſpiritual oficiouinels, 
procure che Virgin's bleſſing, and depart. 
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M editation on our bleſſed Lady s converſation 
with her devout companions. 


N the marning of the Sabbath, they all 
remained in the houſe with the doors 
ſhut, extremely . afflicted, and mourning 
like orphans for the loſs of a tender parent, 
without uttering a {yllable, but looking de- 
jectedly on each other, as is uſual on occa- 
ſions. of extreme grief, and ſupply. their 
want of words with abundant ſighs. While 
thus they fit diſtreſsful, a ſudden knocking 
at the door alarms and diſmays them; for 
all courage is flown from them, But John 
going to the door, finds ĩt to be Peter, and 
removes the fears of the company, by. ac- 
quainting them with it. Peter, with the 
ſacred Virgin's leave, being admitted, full 
of confuſion, anguiſh and repentance, ap- 
proaches, b but without being able to utter a 
None: After him came, one by one, _ 
rel 
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reſt of the Diſciples, weeping and ubaſtred. 


At length, when their tears and ſighs are 


abated, they begin to talk of their dear de- 


ceaſed Lord. O how I bluſh from my foul, 
ſays Peter, and how well my confuſed con- 
5 tells me that am unworthy to ſpeak 
in your preſence, ſacred Lady, or even to 
be ſeen by mankind, aſter having ſo ſhame- 
fully denied and forſaken my divine Maſter 
whe loved me to ſo great a degree! In like 
manner all the other Diſciples, with tears, 
knocking their breaſts, and deep ſorrow, 
accuſed themſelves for having abandoned 
their Lord in his Paſſion. But the gracious 
Virgin Mother conſoled them all, ſaying, 
Alas, my children, your and my bounti- 
ful Maſter and faithful Shepherd has now 
departed from us for a while, and left us 
like orphans without a parent. However, 
- I finally truſt to his goodneſs, that he will 
ſoon be with us again. And you know 
* how. good and indulgent he is, and how 


your reconcihation, and depend on his 
pardon for every fault and offence you 


* 


he knows full well the frailty of your na- 


8 wer lus Almighty Father's permiſſion, ſuch 
FA © Was 


much he loves you all. Deſpair not then, 
but confidently rely on his goodneſs for 


have hitherto committed againſt him : For 


ture, and the greatneſs of the temptation: 
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was the fury and outrage of his miſ- 
#. chievous. enemies, that your ſtaying with 
him could not have been of ſervice to 
him: Therefore, be not diſcouraged.” 
Truly. O benign Lady, (ſays Peter,) thus 
far — you fay I hope will in ſome mea- 
fure alleviate my offence: It was the very 
fury you ſpeak of which ſo terrified me as 
© to make me think myſelf in danger of 
« falling a victim to it; and that terror it 
was which made me ſo ſhamefully deny 
x my Lord. Nor did I at the inſtant reflect 
on the word by which he fortold this de- 
« nial. The Ma gdalen then enquiring con- 
cerning this prediction of our Lord, Peter 
told her the circumſtances of it, and added, 
that our Lord told them many things at his 
Laſt Supper. Upon which, our bleſſed Lady 
_ deſiring to be informed of all the particulars 
of what her divine Son had done and ſaid 
on that occaſion, Peter made a ſign to John, 
and 7ohn related the whole particulars. And 
then, as well concerning this as other occa- 
fions, they related among themſelves, ſome- 
times one and ſometimes another, feveral 
things which Chr:/t had taught and practiſed 
Amongſt them: And thus they pafled the 
whole day in talking of him. O how at- 
tentively did: the Magdalen, and much more 
a liſten to all this. O _ 
Olten 
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oſten did ſhe that day cry out, Bleſſed for- 
ever be my holy Son Jeſus? Behold then 
dihgently, and compaſſionate them in the 
extreme affliction which this day overwhelms 
them. For what a ſight was it to behold the 
Queen of Heaven and Earth, the Princes of 
the holy Church, andthe Directors of Chre/t's 
people, ſeized with ſo great ſorrow and 
forced to abſcond themſelves in that little 
houſe, not knowing what to do, having 
nothing to comfort them but only to com- 
municate together and repeat the former 
ſayings and actions of their divine Lord and 
Maſter eſus. Our bleſſed Lady, however, 
remained with a peaceful and ſerene mind, 
being always firm and conſtant in the certain 
hopes of her Son's Reſurrection; in which 
hopes ſhe perſiſted the whole Sabbath; for 
which reaſon the Sabbath is a day ſpecially 
dedicated by the Church to her. Her com- 
fort however was not wholly free from grief 
whenever ſhe thought on the bitter death 
and ſufferings of her. blefſed Son 

Now when the fun was gone down, and 
it. was lawful for them to work, Mary Mag- 
dalen, and the other Mary that was with 


her, went out to buy certain ſweet ſpices to 


make ointments to anoint the body. For 
the night before, after they came from the 
Sepulchre, they began to make things ready 

0 fle | for 
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for it till ſun- ſet; after which time ey were 
ſilent: For, according to the law, they were 
obliged to keep the Sabbath from ſun-ſer the 
evening before, till the ſetting of the ſame 
on the Sabbatli evening. Behold them now, 
how they go with ſorrowful and mournful 
countenance, and apply to ſome devout 
good man for the ſpices they had occaſion 
tor; and he, tenderly compaſſionating their 
affliction, willingly ſupplied them. Where- 
fore, chuſing the belt ſpices they could find, 
they returned home again, and applied 
themſelves to compound a precious oint- 


re 
ment, aſter the beſt manner they were ca- th 
pable. 6 1554687 101 V 

Caſt an eye 8 thank: and behold B 
how they labour for our Lord Fefus; weep- 6 
ing, ſighing, and ſorrowful! Our e m 
Lady and the Apoſtles ſtood looking © de 
them, and undoubtedly, when needful, hab al 
A helping hand; which done, and might di 
being come, chey ceaſed and retired to re- p 
pole, which we may. rn imagine was 10 
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n LXXI. 150 | 


Our Lord Jeſus deſeends into the Lim'o of 


the Fathers. 

| 1899 id 1394 
W are now to conſider what our, bielfad 
Lord did on this day of the Sabbath., - 
You are to know then, that as ſoon. as he 
expired, his bleſſed foul deſcended. into that; 
part of Hell called Limbo, where the ſouls! | 
of the Fathers were detained, and there he. 
remained with them. During. which time, 
they were in poſſeſſion of Glory ; for the 
Viſion of God is the perfect Glory of the 

Blefled. Oh how great was his bounty ;- 
how great his love; and how great his hu- 
mility! He could if he had Pleaſed have 
delivered his ſervants by the means of an 
angelical meſſenger, who might have con- 
dutted- them to his preſence. in whatever. 
place he had choſen: but this his infinite 
loye and humility. would not ſuffer him to- 
do. Wherefore he himſelf deſcended; and 
though Lord of all, viſited them, not as. ſer- 
vants, but as intimate and familiar friends, 
and remained with them till near break of 
day the Sunday following. Think well on; 
this, and dae to copy after fo great. 
a pattern. | 
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© The holy Fathers were in extacy of im- te 
menſe joy at the approach of their Re- P 
_deemer: All anxiety then gave place to in- 1 
"fable delight; and their petitions and foli- 2 


Citations for a ſpeedy deliverance from this 
ſtate of captivity, were changed into praiſes 
and thankſgiving for the inexpreſſible benefit 9 
of their preſent” redemption. When'there- 
fore the ſoul of Jeſus advanced towards 0 
them, imagine you lee the holy tribe aſſem- 1 
bled together, haſting with tranſports of 
carneſt alacrity to meet him, and c crying Fr 
our to him, © Bleſied be the Lord God of * 
« Iſrael, becauſe he has viſited and wrought 5 
< the redemption of his people.“ Riſe 
up your © drooping heads, O afflicted 
fellow - captives, for behold your re- 
demption is coming.“ © Riſe up, riſe 
up, O eruſaiem, break the chain from 
from off your neck; behok the Saviour 

comes to ranſom us from our fetters.“ 
Lit up your g gates, O princes, and be ye 
ted vp, O eternal gates, and the King 
gf Glory ſhall enter in.“ We adore 
© yon, O Chriſt, and we bleſs you, our moſt 
 Joving God.” And this falling down they 
. adored? dir With u nipeakable joy and grati- 
tüdc. Thus did they congnue in lauds and 
thankſgiving before our Lord till the dawn 
of the third day: At which time our Eord,; 
' Beading this happy tribe; led them glorious 
and 
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and triumphant, from that ſubterraneous 
place of their captivity, to that earthly. Pa- 
radiſe of delights where thoſe foci Pro- 
phets of” God Elias and Enoch. are waiting 
the coming of Antichriſt, whom they arc 
appointed to oppoſe. Here our bleſled Re- 
deemer ſtaid ſometime with them; and here 
they {til perſiſted, in conjunction with thoſe 
two vencrable men, in prailing, thankſgiv- 
ing, and glorifying their alk-gracions Bene- 
factor. At length our Saviour told them, 
that it was time Tor him to leave them, and to 
depart to reaflume his ſacred body, by a glo- 
rious Reſurrection. * Go then, (ſay they) 
O divine, O bounteous Redeemer, O 
King of Glory, compleat the merciful 
work you have ſo graciouſly begun, and 
{o divincly carried on; but oh, rouchſate 
tpeedily to return to us, that our joy be 
redoubled in the deſirable ſight of your 
ſacred body, which we have 1⁰ long and 
ſo earneſtly yearned and ſighed after. 
You ſee then, O devout reader, that you 
need not want matter of pious meditation 
during the interval between. our Lord's 
Death and Reſurrection. Hitherto I have 
made but few and ſhort meditations on the 
Pailion of Chriſt, that the mind might not 
be taken off from attending to the {erics, of 
his ſufferings. But now it will not be im- 
B bb2 Proper 
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proper to make {ome ſerious reflections con- 


cerning it. 


What think you, O Chriſtian foul! Can 


you owe any thing leſs than your whole life 
to Chriſt, who generouſly laid down his 
precious life for you, and bore the moſt ex- 
cruciating torments himſelf, to free you 
from bearing them to all eternity! Were 
the lives of all the ſons of Adam, the dura- 
tion of the angels, and the worth of the 
whole creation, to be united in one living 


creature, yet would ſuch a creature be no- 


thing in compariſon with that beautiful ſtu- 
5 body of his. Were all the excel- 


ent talents of every animated Being to be 


centered in one, what would they be to the 
ſuperior virtues aſſembled ; in his conception 


from the Holy Ghoſt, in his birth ſrom a 
Virgin, in the innocence of his life, in the 


| elegance of his doctrine, in the brilliancy of 
his miracles, in the revelation of his ſacra- 


ments and ' myſteries? Were all the tor- 


ments which nature can ſuffer to be inflicted 
on ane Being, yet would they be nothing 


in yalue to what he went through in the ſe- 


ries of his Life, Paſſion, and Death. The 
Heavens then are not ſo high exalted above 


the earth as his ways are above ours; and 


his life above our life. Nay, nothing, un- 


exiſting nothing, bears a nearer. proportion 


to. ſomething, than our hte does to his. No- 


thing 
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thing can be more excellent than this, no- 
thing is more miſerable than that. Our life 
is all corruption, his life purity itſelf: Ours 


of no worth, his of immenſe value. And 


yet he grudged not to lay down that pre- 
cious life, to ſave us from eternal death. 
O exceſs of goodneſs! When therefore we 
have devoted to him our life, and all that 
is valuable in it, we fall ſtill as ſhort of what 
he has done for us, and our offering is no 
more to be compared to his, than the twink- 
ling light of the remoteſt {ſtar to the luſtre 
ot, the ſun, the leaſt drop of water to a great 
river, a pebble to an enormous mountain, 
or a grain of wheat to a ſummer's harveſt. 
It was not of trivial matters that this bleſſed 
Redeemer ſtripped himſelf for yon. He low- 
ered himſelf, and that not a little, to exalt 
you: He lowered himſelfto fleſh, he lowered 
himſelf to death, and the death of the croſs. 
O who can expreſs this excels of humility, 
meckneſs, and condeſcenſion in the God of 
Majeſty's deigning, to put on the fleſh, to 
be puniſhed with death, to'be diſgraced with 
a croſs? Perhaps it may be aſked : but could 
not the Creator have repaired the work of 
his own hands, without all this difficulty? 
Doubtleſs, he could ; but he choſe to do 
otherwiſe, though to his own coſt ; that the 
baſe and deteſtable crime of ingratitude 
might no more take root in the heart of 


man. 
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man. He ſuffered therefore, an immenſity 
of labour and hardſhips, to provoke man to 
pay him the juſt debt of immenſity of love; 


and to move him, whom the facility of his 


creation had rendered ungratctul and inde- 
vout, to be grateful and earneſt in thank(- 
giving for his redemption, which was 
wrought with fo much difficulty. How did 
ungrateful man reaſon upon his creation? I 
was made indeed out of nothing, gratis; but 
I was made without any expence or labour 
to my Maker ; he faid, and I was made like 
all e, Beings. But now, the mouth af 
them that {peak lies was ſtopped.“ And 
now, O man, the immenſe coſt which God 
has been at in redeeming you, is as apparent 
as the noon-day tun. Your Redeemer to ran- 
ſom you, di{dained not becoming from a ſo- 
vereign Lord an humble ſervant, from infi- 
nitely rich, extremely poor, from the im- 
mortal word, mortal fleſh, from the Son of 
God, the Son of man. | 
Conſider yourſelf rightly then, and re- 


member that if you was made of nothing, 


you was not redeemed with nothing. In 
{ix days God created all things, and you 
among the reſt : But he was three and thirty 
years upon earth labouring and working 
your redemption, :O how hard did he toil, 
Waring the neceſſities of che Heth, the auxie- 
18 ties 
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ties and tribulations of the ſpirit, and all the 
ſevere trials his enemies could put him to! 
Did he not heap to himſelf all the horrors of 
death, and aggravate thoſe horrors with the 
ignominy of the crols ? 

O how amiable, lovely Jeſus, how ami- 
ableto me above things does thy chalice ren- 
der thee! that chalice, that bitter, bitter 
draught which thou vouchſafedſt to drink 
for our redemption! This, this demands, 
and juſtly demands all our affection : this 
alone, ought to engroſs all our love: this 
alone, ſhould ſuffice ſweetly to attract, juſtly 
to win, cloſely to knit, and forcibly to cap- 
tivate us to thee. You lee then, pious rea- 
der, that the Author of Nature was at no 
expence in the fabric of the world in compa- 
riſon of what it coſt the Redeemer of Nature 
to reſtore it. He ſpoke but, and the former 
was made, he but gave his orders, and it was 
created. But in the latter, his words were 
contradicted, his actions reprimanded, he 
was inſulted with torments, was puniſhed 


With death, and reviled with the crots. 


It was the height of infinite goodneſs in 
Mriſt to deliver up his lite a prey to death 
tor us; and to pay down from out of his 


own ſacred lide the full ranſom due to his 


eternal Father: In this, how truly did he 
falfil what the Pſalmiſt ſung of him.“ With 
5 © the 
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«the Lord is mercy, and with him plenti- 
© ful redemption ?? Plentiful indeed, was 
this redemption, to effect which, he poured 
forth not aà ſingle drop, not from one part 
of his body, but ſeas of blood from five ſe- 
veral parts, beſides a river from every pore. 
Think then, O man, on the greatneſs of your 
obligation; think on the debt of love you 
owe him. What is it he ſhould have done 
and has not donc for you? He has enlight- 
ened you, when blind; unbound you, 
when in chains; ſet you right, when aſtray; 
and reconciled you, when guilty. Who 
then can  forbear running willingly and 
cheartully after him who delivers us from 
error, and winks at our frailties, who gives 
us living, the means to merit, and beſtows 
on us in death, the reward of the merit he 
gives? What excule can any-one plead for 
not running after the fragrant odour of his 
ointment. Not ſurely that the fragrancy of 
it did not reach him? The odour of his 
ſweet- ſcented life has gone through the 
whole earth. For the whole earth is full of, 
his mercy, and the effects of his mercy ſur- 
pals all his other works. He therefore Who 
is inſenſible to, or follows not, this fragrant: 
odour, is totally dead, or totally corrapind... 
The holy Spouſe in the Canticles is not- 
aſhamed. af the blackneſs ſhe borrowed from- 
[FE 38 her 
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her Spouſe, whom to be like, is the ſums 


mit of true glory. There is nothing more 


glorious than to put on the blackneſs of re- 
proach which Crit himſelf put on. Hence 
lays the Apoſtle, with falutary tranſport: 
© Far be it from me to glory in any thing 
but the crots of our Lord: Fefus CAxiſt. L 


How dear ought the ignominy of the crofs 


to be to all thole who are ſo happy as not to 
beat variance with him who ſuffered on it 
for our ſakes? There is a blackneſs in it, we 


muſt own, but that blackneſs is beaurrtal 
inaſmuch as it was the form and Hkeneſs of 
our Lord. Whom clie did ia, in ſpirit, 
call the man of forrows, knowing infirmity, 
who, had neither form nor comelineſs; 
Him, ſays he, we eſteemed ſtricken, {mitten 
of God, and humbled. But he was woun- 
ded for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed 
tor our iniquities, and with 1118 fanden we 
are healed.” | 
What, fellow Chriſtians ! Did Chrijt take 
upon him the ſhame of ſin for our fakes, and 
hall we be aſhamed of being villified or repu- 
red black for his ſake? Look attentively on 
this villified Saviour, disfigured in dreſs and 
mock garments,” defaced with blood; y wounds, 
defiled with: nauſcous ſpittle, mortified with 
blows, and pale with death. 'What more 
Amed or blackened could ſtrike the eyes 
C ce | of 
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of his beholders, than he, when, with his 
arms wide extended on the croſs, he afforded 
laughter to his inveterate enemies, tears to 
.the faithful, and agony to convulſed nature, 
when he, alone, was a ſubject of mockery 


and ſport, who alone, was worthy to com- 


mand reſpect, and able to inflict terror 
through the whole univerſe? 


Meditate, therefore, O pious reader, tho 
tufferin gs of that ſacred, crucified body, and 
{ce if there is any thing there, which does 
not plead for you to the eternal Father. For 
you it is that that divine head is pierced with 


innumerable: thorns. My people, (ſays the 


Lord by his Prophet,) have covered me all 
over with the thorns of their ſins.? Leſt 
your head ſhould: ach, leſt your intentions 


ſhould be wounded, his eyes were cloſed by 


death, and the luminaries of the world were 
at that inſtant extinct. At the darkening of 
his ſacred eyes, thoſe great lights, were 
eclipſed with, the reſt, and W dark- 
nels overſhadowed the whole earth. Ae 


Why all this, but that your eyes might be 
averted "lg bopading n or being 1 
Wecded by it. 


Thoſe Pleded cars W As "= petugliy a 
in Heaven, Holy, holy — Lord God 


a devil, erucify _ * him,“ —_ 


13 


* 
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all, chat your cars might be deaf no longer 


to the voice of God, or to the cries of the 
poor: but deaf to detraction, deaf to diſ- 
courſes injurious to God or detrimental to 
your brother, and deaf to every” vain'and 
unprofitable ſound. 
That divinely beautcous face, che moſt 
comely of all among the ſons of men, was 
defiled with ſpittle, disfigured with bruiſes, 
profaned with dirt, and: {et to ſcorn, thac 
your face might be made fair and ſhining 
and, become confident in goodnels, — * 
not turn to oppolite extremes. 

That blefled mouth which directed angels 
und inſtructed men in heavenly knowledge, 
xwhich but ſpoke and all things were done 
according to his will, was plied with vinegar 
and gall; and why ? but that your mouth 
aud heart might thenceforth be enabled to 
reliſh the ſwedts bf tr uth, and confeſs your 
God. ; 

"Thoſe heavenly hands, which molded the 
Earth and Heavens, were barbarouſly 
#tretched with nails on the erofs. Why did 
your guiltleſs Saviour ſiibmit to this, but to 
purchaſe you the grace of keeping” your 
hands ever open to the relief of the needy 
und diſtreſſed; and to qualify you ro fag 
with the Pſalmiſt: My toul is always in my 
hands?“ What we earry in our hands we 
1 cc 2 5 can- 
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cannot. eaſily: forget, and thus lie, who has 
his foul forever in his hands by his indefati- 
gable induſtry in good works, cannot be 


mindleſs of it. 
| Thoſe ſacred feet whoſe ſootſtool we ought 


© adore, becaulc it is holy, were inhumanly 


transfixed with nails, that your feet might 
not hurry to evil, but run on in the way of the 
commandments of your God. They have 

* pierced my feet, (ſays the Prophet in the 

perſon of Chrzft, ) they have numbered all 
my bones.* For you he ſacrificed his fleſh 
and his life, to purchaſe your body. and 
toul ;_ and thus he ranſomed all you are, with 
all he is himſelf. 

Rouze yourlelf vp then, my ſoul, and, 
ſhaking off your dutt, contemplate this me- 
morable this incomparable man, this Man- 
God, whom you ſee before you in the tranſ- 
parent chryſtal of the holy Goſpel. Conſider, 


my ſoul, who is this, who proceeds with the 


maj Ade air of a monarch, though covered 
with. the ignominy of a deſpicable flave ? 
He moves with a crown on his head, but his 
diadem is an inftrument of torments, and 
his ſacred temples are transfixed with innu- 
merable wounds from it. He is decked in 
royal robes, but they are to him badges of 
_ inſtead of honour. He waves: a = 


tre in his hand, not to command others, but 
to 
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to be ſtruck with it himſelf. He is adored 
with bended knees, proclaimed a King, and 
receives the homages of a numerous multi- 
tude, but they are marks of contempt inſtead 
of duty and fidelity. His lovely viſage is 
pit upon, his beautiful cheeks are buffered, 
and his honourable neck bends under 
diſhonour. 

Behold, my ſoul, how this ſacred man of 
lorrows, is abuſed and reviled. He is com- 
manded, all faint and ſinking beneath his 
ſtripes, to bend his ſacred ſhoulders under 
the heavy load of the croſs, and to bear his 
ignominy to the place of execution. He is 
raiſed on the crols, he is inſulted and ſcoffed 
at there, and admitted no other comfort 
than a draught of vinegar mixed with gall. 
And in return for all this uſage, he only 
ſays, Father, forgive them, they know 
* not what they do.“ What a ſtupendous. 
one is this, who, amidſt all his torments and 
ill- uſage, never once opened his mouth to 
com plain of, accule, threaten, or curſe the 
4 brutes, who are bulied in doing 
him ſuch cruel injuſtice! But, after all their” 
ill treatment of him, breaks forth into ſiich 
terms of bleſſing as have no example. What 
inſtance of meekneſs, patience and good: 
Neſs," can we e produce like him? 7 ONO 
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But look, my foul, yet a little nigher, th 
ft fee how worthy. he is to engroſs all of 
your admiration and pity. Behold him th 
naked, andtorn with ſtripes, ſuſpended by fac 
iron nails on an ignominious croſs between w 
two: thieves, - plied with vinegar. and gall, ha 
perſecuted. to death, nay even beyond death, in 
with a lance which rips open his ſacred fide. | me 
And yiew him thus pouring forth five rivers M: 
of precious blood, from his hands, feet, and Lo 
Lids! Open, open your ſluices, my eyes, ſpa 
and thou, O my ſoul, melt into tenderneſs, hin 
diſſolve into pity for this moſt lovely of the han 
{ons of men, whom thou ſeeſt amidſt all in 
this mecknels W with every injurious wh 
treatment, tio 

O look down, Lord, eternal Father look am 
down from your ſanctuary above, and be- Fox 
hold this ſacred offering which our High tio: 
Prieſt, your holy Son fc fur Chriſt, offers to cro 
you for the ſins of us his brethren, and be tho 


propitious to the multitude of our iniquities 
and greatneſs of our malice. Behold, the 
blood of our brother Jeſus crying out to 
you from the croſs, Behold I am crowned 


with glory and honour.* Earneſt he ſtands min 
ſoliciting at your right-hand for us; ihe he haſt 
is our fleſh and our brother. that 

Look, O Lord, on the countenance of me, 


G thy Son, who is become obedient to I ar 


thee 
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thee even to death, and let not the marks 
of his wounds be ever from before thy eyes, 
that thou mayeſt always remember the ſatis- 
faction he has made to thee for our fins. 
Would, O Lord, that the fins by which we 
have deſerved. thy indignation, were placed 
in a ballance with the calamity which thy 


molt innocent Son eſus ſuffered for us! 
May every tongue return thee thanks, O 


Lord, for thy great goodneſs to us, who 
ſparedſt not thy only Son, but deliveredſt 
him to death for us, to the end we might 
have ſo great, ſo true an advocate with thee 
in Heaven! And to thee, O bleſſed eius, 
what acts of thankſgiving, or what retribu- 
tion worthy thy acceptance can I make, who 
am duſt and aſhes—a vile compound of clay? 


For what was there wanting for my ſalva- 


tion which thou haſt not done? From the 
crown of the head to the ſoal of the foot, 
thou waſt wholly plunged in the waters of 
ſuffering and affliction, to extract me out of 


the ſame. The waters have entered even to 


thy bleſſed ſoul. Thy ſoul was ſeparated 
by death, * that thou might reſtore me 
mine, which I had loſt. Wherefore thou 
haſt bound me to thee by a double debt, 
that is, by what thou haſt beſtowed upon 
me, and by what thou haſt loſt for my ſake. 
. am indebted to thee for my life, which 
8 twice 
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376 
twice thou haſt given me; once in my crea- 
tion, and once in my redemption. Where- 
fore I have nothing to offer thee which more 
juſtly is thy due, than my life itſelf. I can- 
not find what recompence man can make 
thee, O Chr:/t, for thy precious ſoul, which 
was ſo much troubled and burdened with 
affliction: For were the Heavens, the earth, 
and all the beauties belonging to them, in 
my power, they would all fall ſhort of the 
greatneſs of the debt I-owe thee. It is thy 
gift, O Lord, that I even make thee any 
part of that return which I owe thee. I 
ought to love thee with all my heart, with 
all my-foul, with all my mind, ad with all 
my ſtrength; and to follow thy example, 
who vouchfafedſt to die for me: And how 
ſhall I be able to do this but by thy help? 
My foul ſhall follow cloſe after thee, becauſe 
— whole ſtrength depends on thee! 

Thus far St. Bernard. But let us now 
proceed to the Refuerettion 6 our Le 
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The glorious Reæſurrection of our Lord Jeſus, 
and his appearing firſt to his bleſſed Mother. 


NARLY on the Sunday morning, before 
the break of day, the ſoul of our blefled 

7 eſus, accompanied by a glorious tribe of 
eſſed . Spirits, returned again to the Sepul- 
chre where his body lay: And re-aſſuming 
the ſame, he aroſe by virtue of his ſacred 
divinity, and miraculouſly went out of the 
' grave, without opening ik. And about the 
ſame time, Mary Magdalen, Mary of James, 
and Mary of Salome, taking leave of our 
bleſſed Lady, ſet out towards the Sepulchre 
of our Lord; taking with them many pre- 
cious ointments which they had prepared 
for that purpoſe. The bleſſed Virgin in the 
mean time remained at home, fixed in de- 
vout prayer; which we may piouſly 3 imagine 
ſhe made in the manner following: Moſt 


. 


pity, you know that my moſt beloved and 


* 


that he was firſt cruelly fixed to a diſgrace- 


4 


g after he had reſigned his bleſſed ſoul to 


you, I myſelf helped to place in the Se- 
Des -. 


merciful Father, full of clemency and 
bleſſed: Son is now dead and buried, and 


fab croſs: between two thieves; and that 
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pulchre his * ht body, which I conceived 
without blemiſh, and bore without pain. 
Thou knoweſt, O Lord, he was all the 
good I poſſeſſed, all 1 could deſire, and 


the only comfort and life of my foul. But 
at length he was ſuddenly ſnatched from 


me, being full of ſorrow, full of wounds, 


rent aud ſeourged, and by his cruel ene- 


mies ſhamefully abuſed, and condemned 


to death; fo that he was forſaken by his 


Diſtiples, who fled from him; and I, his 


diſconfolate and afflicted Mother, Wält 


noways help him. But now, O F ather of 


Mercy, though at that time it pleaſed thee 
not to deliver him from that cruel and 
bitter Paſſion, yet, as thy holy will is now 
fully accompliſhed, and it is in thy power 
to reſtore him again ſafely to me, T beſeech 
_- divine Majeſty to do it. Why does he 


arry ſo long from me? Send him ſpeedily 


"bs me, O moſt bountiful Father, for my 
ſoul can have no peace till I behold him. 
Oh my moſt ſweet Son Feſus, where art 
thou now? What art thou doing? And 
why "dot thou ſtay fo long before thou 


comeſt to relieve 1 me? 5 Make no longer de- 


lay, I beſeech thee, but come: for thou thy- 
ſelf ſaidſt, that thou wouldſt rife the third 
£ day and is not this the third day? Rife 


2 4 


bf - 


OY therefore, | 
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c therefore, my Beloved, my Joy E and COn- 
fort me with thy preſence, hom thou 
* haſt fo much afflicted with thy abſence.” 
As our Lady was thus praying, and 
bathing herſelf in floods of tears which 
flowed from her lovely eyes, our bleſled 
Lord appeared ſuddenly to her, and ſtood 
before her in white, and with pleaſing and 


lovely alpect ſolaced her, ſaying, * Hail, 


* holy Parent.“ And ſhe ſurprized with 
ſudden Joy, ſaid, Art thou my blefled Son 
* Fejus” And bowing down, ſhe adored 
him. And he again to her; It is I, my 
* beloved Mother ; I am riſen again from 


- 6 


My ſorrows are ceaſed; 1 have triumphed 
over death, and have overcome all my 
pain and anguiſh, ſo that they. can never 
more have any power over me.“ To whom 
ſhe anſwered, * Bleſſed be thy omnipotent 
and eternal Father, who has comforted me 
again with thy preſence; may his holy 
name be exalted, - magnified, and prailed 
forever.“ Thus lovingly converſing toge- 
ther, our Lord d Jeſus related to her the 
things he had wrought in thoſe three days 
after his Paſſion, 2nd. how he delivered the 
Fathers from the priſon in which they were 
confined. , Where fore this is a ſovereign 
D dd 2 „ '- 7 


* 


I 


* 


death, and am now preſent with you. 
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Paſcha, this the joyful day of which the 
royal Prophet ſpoke, ſaying, © This is the 
„day which our Lord hath made, let us 
1 ene and be glad therein.“ 
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CHAP. LXXII. 
The coming of the three Marys to the Monu- 
ment, and the race between Peter and John. 


HE Magdalen, as we have ſaid before, 
in company with the two Marys, went 
to the Monument with the ointments. When 
hey came to the entrance of the Scpulchre, 
y were in a kind of concern how they 
ſhould get in; Who will roll away the 
E ſtone or us from the Monument?“ ſay 
they. But no ſooner had they ſaid it, than 
looking up they ſaw the ſtone removed, and 
an angel fitting upon it, who ſaid to them, 
«© Be not afraid,” They however, diſap- 
pointed of their hopes, by not finding the 
body of our Lord, gave little attention to 
the angel; but running back affrighted, 
told che Diſciples that our Lord's 1550 was 
taken away. Upon which, Peter and John 
immediately aroſe, and ran to the Monu- 


ment with zeal and anxiety, and the Marys 


after them. When they came thither, they 


found 
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fonnd not the body, but only the winding». 
ſheet and other linnen it was wrapt in. 
Wherefore they returned back immediately 
with their eycs bathed in tears, and their 
hearts rending with affliction. They ſought 
their Lord, but could not find him, nor 
knew they now where or which way to 
ſeek him. Compaſſionate them then, pious 
render, L in ſo great an affliction. 


C HAP. LXXIV. 
Our Lord's appearing to the three Marys. 


HE Marys however remained there, 

and looking towards the Monument, 
faw two angels ſtanding in white, who ſaid; 
to them, Whom do you ſeek? Do you 
© ſeek, one living, among the dead?” But 
they gave no attention. to the angels, nor 
received any comfort from this viſion. For 
they came not to ſeek angels, but the Lord 
of angels. TWO of the M. arys therefore, 
loſt and abſorbed in affliction, withdrew to 
a, little diſtance from the Monument, and. ſat. 
down to ſooth their grief. While the Mag- 


dalen, at a loſs what to do, and unable to 


live without her divine Maſter, fat ſadly 
penſi ve and weeping at che mouth of the 
f Sepulchre; 
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ZSopulclire; where again ſhe fw the gate 
angels, who again aſked her, Woman, 
thy do you weep? Whom do you ſeck? 
They have taken away my Lor d. (faid ſhe) 
© and I know not where they have laid him,” 
O wonderfal operation of love! One angel 
had told her he was riſen; and two others 
had aſſured her, he was alive; and yet ſo 
forgetful is ſne as to ſay, 1 know not. Love, 
divine love, was the cauſe of this ſelf- obli- 
vion in the Magdalen. For as Origen ſays 
on this paſlage, her foul was not with ker, 
but with her divine Mafter. Hence ſhe knew 


hs 


not; that is, ſhe knew neither how to hear, 


remember, nor think without him. Where- 
fore while thus ſhe continued weeping, diſ- 
conſolate, and regardleſs of all the angel 
faid to Her, her divine Maſter, overcome as 
it were by her exceſs of love, appeared to 
her to conſole her, and faid, + Woman, 
whom ſeek you? Why do you weep?” 
At firſt ſhe knew him not, but inebriated 
with affection, anſwered him, Lord, if 

© you have taken my Lord away, tell me 
© where you have put him.” 


conjuring him to tell her, where ſlie may 
find. the beloved 2x wh * was in ſearch of: 


for 


4 


Think then 


you fee this glorious woman with her face 
bathed in a flood of tears, beſeeching, and 
with every moving remonſtrance earneſtly 


; 
* 
2 
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for {till ſhe hoped to hear ſome glad tidings 
of him. How grateful a ſight \ was this to 
Chriſt! He therefore again ſaid to her, 
% Mary!” When immediately, coming as 
it were to herſelf, and knowing him by his 
voice, ſhe cr icd out in a tranſport of unut- 
terable joy, Rabbi! that is, Maſter! 
Ah, you are the {weet, the Cable Lord 
I was Tekin g with fo much cagernels!”. Then 
rifing, the ran to have embraced his feet. 
But our Lord, to raiſe her mind to a more 
celeſtial affection, and wean her from, his 
earthly preſence, ſaid to her, Touch me 
© not, for I have not yet aſcended to my 
f Father ; but tell my brethren, I aſcend to 
my F ather and your Father.“ Aſter they 


had a while converſed in a celeſtial manner. 


with each other, our Lord gave her: his 
pleſſing, and "departed; when ſhe, full of 
Joy : and {ſpiritual comfor 

panlons, and told them the gladſome news. 
They were, exceedingly overjoyed at the 


tidings of our Lord's Reſur rection: but 


oo 


when they found they were not bleſſed with 


a ſight of him, they departed homewards 

with grief and dejection. But as the above- 

mentioned three * were proeceding on 

their way, before they came to the city, the, 

benign Hs vouchſafed to app car to them, 
ſaying, Hail!“ No ſooner dit 


and 


; . 
430 


t, went to her com 


they hear 
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and ſee him, than ſeized with a joy b big 
the power of words to expreſs, dy fel on 
their faces and adored him. Here again 
ou Lord vouchſafed to enter into a gracious 
4nd ineffable converſation with them for 
ſome time, concerning his ſublime myſteries. 
After which he ſaid to them; Bid my bre- 
4 ©"tfirer! come to me in Galilee, there they 
ſee me as I foretold chem.” Admire 
Wig great humility of our Lord Jeſus 
in calling his poor lowly Diſciples his bre- 
thren. This you ſee is a virtue, which 
Chrift laid not aſide even after his Reſurrec- 
tiott. Meditate then devourly on thoſe. edi- 
fying ſubjects. And, if you are defirous. 
of 2 aping ſull advantage from the contem- 
them, endeavour to be as preſent 
beer, as cheſe holy perſons were in e 


— „ — 
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SS c H A P. LXXV. 
Our Lords 


Verb to Joſeph, to James 
the Leſs, and to Peter. 


Ou . R Lord Jeſur, after departing pes” 


Marys, appeared to Foe fit of Ari- 
maihea, mathes; 'wht bad buried him,  vititing him 


PI" Fer the Jews had ſeized him 


and 
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and confined him in a goal, with an intent 
to put him to death after the Sabbath. Our 
Lord therefore appeared to him, and wiping: 
off the tcars and damp from his face, led 
him out, the doors unopened, as ancient. 
pious traction intorins us. He allo appeared: 
ro. James the Les, who had vowed never: to 
taſte any nourriture, till he ſhould tee. our 
Lord riten from the dead. To him there» 
tore, and to thoſe who were with him, he 
commanded that they ſhould ſpread the ta- 
ble, then taking bread and bleſling it, hie 
gave to him, faying, © Eat, my. beloved 
* brother; for the ſon of man is riſen from 
the dead.” [See St. Jerome, on Ercleſiafti 
cal writers. Tom. I. g g 
When the Marys returned home and ag⸗ 
quainted the Diſciples with the Reſurrection 
of Chrift, Peter, extremely afflicted that — 
had not ſeen his Lord, andunable, through 
excels of love, to. reſt without ſeeing him, 
aroſe immediately and went alone to the 
Sæpulchre, not knowing where cli to ſpee- 
dily.to find lim. While therciore be was 
proceeding on his way, Jeſus appeared to 
him, and faid, Peace be to you Simon- 
6 Peter.” Then Peter, ſtriking his .brealt, 
and proſtrating himſelf on che ground, vl 
a. flood of 8 cried. out, O Lord1..0 
« deareſt; Saviour 1 have -ſinncd: Againtt. 
A K Nee « thee; 
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* thee; I acknowledge my crime in leavin 
theo in thy diſtreſs, and ſhamefully deny- 
ing thee thrice.” And when his love and 
grief {topped his words, he embraced his 
Maſter's holy feet, and tenderly kiſſed 
them. Our Lord then raiſed him, and em- 
bracing” him, faid again: Peace to thee, 
0 Simon Peter; fear not, thy ſins are for- 
given thee. Thy denial I forſaw and fore- 
+ told the de, and now I forgive thee. Go 
und confirm thy brethren in the belief of 
my Reſurrection. And be confident thy- 
ſolt, that I have conquered for thee all thy 
enemies, and even death itſelf.“ Thus a 
white | they ſtood folemnizing a glorious 
Pajcha' in heavenly converſation. After 
-wwhicliaPeter- returned to our bleſſed Lady 
and the Diſciples, and related to them all 
he had teen and heard. In the Goſpel there 
is no mention made of our Lord's appear- 
ing to his ſacred Mother. I have however 
taken notice of it, firſt, becauſe the Church 
ſeems to countenance my doing ſo, as may 
-appear more plainly in the legend on the 
ReſurreQion, : 
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0 A P. LXXVI. AE 


-Chriſt's return to the holy Fathers after his 
Reſurrettion. | 


UR Lord Fefus not dee Taka * viſited 
the holy Fathers after his Reſurrection ; 


as ſoon as he departed from Peter, took a nu- 
merous retinue of angels, and went to viſit 


them. When the venerable tribe ſaw him 
coming towards them, they went to meet 


him with exceſſive tranſports of {piritual 
joy; linging © Behold our King comes: let 


us meet our Saviour! Our mighty begin- 
ning, and his kingdom, ſhall haye no 


end! This is a blissful day that ſhines 


5 


forth- to us! Come all, and obey the 
Lord.“ Then proſtrating themſelves, they 
adored him; and riſing, continued ſinging 


* 


with reverence, fervor ang 4 joy, his bree 


Wins, © Thou haſt riſen our glory: 
will be glad, and rejoice in thee, Thy 
kingdom i is of all ages; and thy dominion 
ſhall laſt from generation to generation. 
We depart not from you; and you ſhall 
raiſe us, and we will magnify your holy 
name. Our Leader is come forth; made 
a High Prieſt forever. This, this is the 
day which the Lord hath made ; let ns be 
glad and rejoice thereon. The day of re- 
Eee 2 * demption 
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demption has ſhone forth to us, of ancient 
«* reparation,” and of eternal felicity. This 
* day throughont the Univerle the Heavens 
© diftil honey; becauſe the Lord has reigned 
from a tree. The Lord has reigned, the 
© Lord has put on comelinels, he has put 
on ſtrength, and girded himſelf. Sing to 
him a new long, for he has wrought won- 
ders. His right-hand and his holy arm 
© hath ſaved us to himſelf. For we are his 
people, and the fheep of his paſture. 
© Come let us adore him.“ When the'eve- 

ning drew nigh, Jeſus acquainted them with 
his deſign of going again to viſit his poor 
afflicted brethren, who, after his death, were 
difperſed like ſheep having no ſhepherd, and 
ale ſeeking him with utmoſt anxiety. I 
will return therefore (ſays he) to them, 
that I may conſole and ſtrengthen them, 
and will ſoon come back to releaſe you.“ 
Then the holy Fathers, proſtrating them- 


ſelves again, adored hid; ſaying, Go, 


Lord Feſus, bleſſed be thy holy name; 
and be all things done according to thy 


C divine word and will. * 
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CH A P. LXXVII. 


$ 


Chi i dani to the two 'D feiples going 


to Emaus. 


8 two DiGinles were walking ia 
towards the little town of Emaus, talk- 

ing of what had happened-in a melancholly 
manner, and in a kind of deſpondency 
about him; our Lord Jeſus came up to 
them, and in the form of a trayeller joined 
in converſation with them; interrogating, 
anſwering them, and giving them ſalutary 
maxims, as the Goſpel relates. At length, 
ſuffering himſelf to be forced by them, he 
went in with them, and manifeſted himſelf 
to them. Here, pious reader, contemplate 
the goodneſs of Chrijt. For, Firſt, fuch is 
his ardent love for his Diſciples, that he 
cannot ſuffer them long to wander in un- 
certainty and affliction. Like a faithful 
friend, a truſty companion, and an affable 
Lord, he joins with them, enquires the 
cauſe of their affliction, and expoles the 
Scriptures to them in ſuch a manner as to 
cleanſe their hearts from all ruſt of earthly 
affections, and influence them with divine 
love. Thus does he daily behave towards 
us in a ſpiritual manner. If overcome by 
any 
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{38 any afflictions, perplexities, or languor of 

| foul, we talk of him, he is immediately 
1 with us, comforting, enlightening, and in- 
of flaming our hearts with his love. Of ſuch 
Þ excellent advantage is it to us to talk of God Ou 
i in our adverſities or tribulation. Hence 
fays the Prophet, How ſweet are th 
words to my taſte ; ſweeter to my mouth 
than honey and the honey- comb.“ 
again; My heart waxed hot within — 
« and fire burns in my meditation.“ 
Secondly, Behold the goodneſs of our 
Lord in feigning that he was going farther, 
in order to increaſe their deſire of his ſtay 

with them, and to induce them to invite 
and detain him. How gracious was it in 
lim to go with them, to break bread with 
them, to bleſs that bread with his ſacred 
hands for them, and afterwards to reveal 
himſelf to them! Does he not do the ſame 
towards us all as often as we apply to prayer 
and meditation? Thus then does it er 
us to pray without cen g. 


* 
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CH AP. LXXVIII. 


Our Lord appears to the Diſciples, who were 
ſhut up on the day of the Reſurrection. 


HE two Diſciples immediately returned 

to Feruſalem, and finding the other Diſ- 
ciples, except Thomas, aſſembled together, 
they related to them what had happened to 
them, where they likewiſe heard in their 
turn, a confirmation of our Lord's being 
riſen, and having appeared to Simon. Du— 
ring this converſation, our Lord eus him- 
ſelf came into the room, the doors' being 
ſhut, and ſaluted them all, ſaying, Peace 
*© be with you.” The Diſciples ſeeing our 
Lord, fell on their faces, and acknowledg- 
ing their fault in having fled at his Paſſion, 
they received him with great alacrity. Our 
Lord then comforted them, ſaying, © Riſe, 
*© brethren, your fins are forgiven you.” 
After which he ſtood familiarly amongſt 
them, ſhewing them the prints of his ſacred 
wounds. Mean time the table being ſpread 
by his order, he then fat down, and eat part 
of a fiſh and ſome honey which was ſet be- 
fore him. Then he breathed upon them, 
ſaying, Receive ye the Holy 2 O 
roa OW 


3 


how full of joy and mene delight was 
this interview ! 

Imagine too, you * here our bleſſed 
Lady ; for it was to her that the Diſciples 
flocked when they aſſembled together after 
the death of our Lord. O with what mex- 


85 joy is ſhe not filled at the fight of 


glorious and triumphant Son in the 
midſt of his Diſciples, and how fſtudious, 
how pleated, and how devoutly tranſported 
is ſhe in doing little offices of reverence and 


love towards him! And how willing is our 


Lord to add to her delight by accepting lit- 
tle ſervices from her, and making her re- 
turns of honour and affection before his 
Diſciples. Forget not, likewiſe, to caſt an 
eye of devotion towards the Magdalen, that 
favourite among the Diſciples, that kind of 
female Apoſtle among the Apoſtles. Fancy 
you fee her as uſual, fi tting at the fect of 
her divine Maſter, abſor bed in attenion to 
his words, and tranſported with jog when- 
ever the has an opportunity of miniſtring to 
him. O how heavenly mutt this mantion 
be, and what a blefling to be in it at this 
delicious moment! O this was a true a/ 
cha! Who muit not joy to be at it? And 
what delight muſt you not partake in con- 
remplating ic? But perhaps you are pre- 
ſent at it, without being affected by it. 
Wit Though 
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Though if you, was truly attentive to the Paſ- 
ſion, and contemplated it with a ſincere fel- 
low-fecling of the ſufferings of Mi, of 
his Mother, and of his Diſciples, you can- 
not but now partake in the joys of their 
Pajcha. The tame joys you might renew 
on every Sunday, it you were careful like- 
wiſe to renew on the preceeding Friday and 
Saturday the devout memorial of his Patton, 
For, as St. Paul ſays, If you are partakens 
„of his Paſlions, ſo ſhall you be of his 
„ comtorts,” 


1 
| 
| 
| 


C HAP. LXXIX. 


Our Lord's appearing to the Diſciples on the 
Octave of Eaſter, when St. Thomas was 
with them. 


GAIN on the eighth day after his Re- 
ſurrection, our Lord Jeſus appeared to Ye: 

his Diſciples, the doors being ſhut. And Kt 
now Thomas, who the time before was not i 
of their company, was preſent with them. if 
To whom, when they gave him an account 
of Chri/t's having vouchiafed them a vilit, 
he anſwered, « Unleſs J ſee in his hands che 


re of the nails, and put my finger. in 
5 huis 


| 
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his fide, I will not believe.“ Crit then, 
the good ſhepherd, ſolicitous for his little 
flock, in compaſſion to the frailty of this his 
beloved Diſciple, ſtands before them all, and 
graciouſly ſalutes them with, Peace be with 
you.“ Then addreſſing himſelf to Tho- 
maus, * Reach hither your finger, (ſaid he) 
and behold my hands: Stretch forth your 
© hand and put it to my ſide, and be not 
incredulous, but faithful.“ Then Thomas, 
after having touched the wounds of Jeſus, 
falling on his face, ſaid, My Lord and my 
* God! Thus making reparation for his 
former unbelief. For now, though he faw 
but the humanity of our Lord, he confeſſed 
his Godhead. After this he joined with his 
Fellow-Diſciples in acknowledging the fault 
of forſaking fo divine a Maſter at the time 
of his Paſſion. But our Lord | 7efus gra- 
cioufly raiſed him up, bid him be of cou- 
rage, and mercifully forgave him all for- 
mer faults. It was doubtleſs by ſpecial diſ- 
penlatiow of Heaven that Thomas was per- 
mitted to heſitate in faith, that Chrrft's Re- 
ſurrection might more evidently appear. 
How glorious docs the bounty and conde- 
ſcenſion of this feet Saviour ſhine towards 
his weak Diſciples, and particularly to Tho- 
mas, in thewing to them his ſacred wounds, 
to remove from their ſouls every cloud of 


doubt, 
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doubt, for their and our advantage! Three 
great ends he propoſed to himſelf in pre- 
ſerving the prints of his facred wounds, 
that by them he might confirm his Apoſtles 
and Faithful in the ſaith of his Reſurrection ; 
that while he was acting the office of our 
Mediator with his divine Father, he might 
the more eaſily appeaſe him, by ſhewing 
them to his eternal Majeſty ; and finally, 
that he might in the Day of Judgment clear 
himſelf to the reprobate by reminding them 
of what he had ſuſfered to redeem them, it 
they would have been redeemed. Our Lord 
Jeſus remains thus a while with his bleſſed 
Mother and the beloved Diſciples, talking 
with them of the Kingdom of God, while 
they ſtand liſtening to his ineffable doc- 
trincs, and dwelling on his divine counte- 
Nance, in raptures of admiration, joy, and 
love. Obſerve them ſtanding round him, 
but our blefled Lady cloſe by his ſide, and 
the Magdalen in her uſual place, at his ſa- 
cred feet. Do you too ſtand there reve- 
rently, yet at a diſtance, if perchance your 
humility, compunction, and devotion may 
move his mercy to call you nearer to him. 
At length however our divine Saviour left 
them; telling them that he {houl I. thence 
e to Galitee, where again 180 =ighs 
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ſee him: and departing he gave them his 
bleſſing. They remained then a while to- 
gether, ſtill hungering and thirſting after 
him; not ſatiated with his preſence, though 
greatly comforted. 
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Dur Lord Jeſus appears to his Diſciples 


ꝛ2u Galilee. 


HE Diſciples were no ſooner repaired 

to Galilee, as our Lord had appointed 
them, than he appeared to them, laying, 
« All power is given to me in Heaven and 
« Farth: Go ye therefore and teach all na- 
„ tions; BAPTIZING THEM IN THE NAME 
© OF. THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, 
* AND OF THE HOLY GrnosT: teaching 
« them to believe all thoſe things I have 
„ commanded you: and behold I am with 
„% you always, even to the end of the 
« world.” Matth. xxvin. © After this, they 
all humbly adored him; and remained with 
him for ſome time, with great joy and fatis- 
faction. Conſider them well, and contem- 


plate the above-mentioned words he ſpoke 


to them: for they are full of myſtery and 
| heavenly 


rss 
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heavenly conſolation. For, Firſt, he ſhewed 
them that he is Lord of all things. Secondly, 
he gave them authority and a command to 
preach. Thirdly, he taught them the form 
of baptiſm. And finally, he encouraged 
and comforted them, by promiſing always 
to be with them to the end of the world. 

Conſider then the ſweet and ſingular joy 
they receive, and the many great and won- 
derful tokens of love he ſhews them; which 
being done, he farther gave them his bleſſing 
and diſappeared. 


C HAP. LXXXI. 


He abpears to them again near the Sea of 
Tiberias. 


HILE the Diſciples remained in Ga- 

lilee, on a certain time, ſeven of them 

went out to fiſh in the ſea of 7iberzas, and 
having laboured the whole night, they 
caught nothing. Here, at the break of 
day, our Lord appeared again to them, 
ſtanding on the ſea-ſhore, and aſking them 
if they. had taken any fiſh, they anſwered 
him, No. Wherefore he ſaid, Caſt the net 
0 on * right-{ide of the boat and you _— 
- find 
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find ſome. They did as he ordered them, 
and they were not able to draw the net for 
the multitude of fiſh, Then John ſaid to 
Peter, It is our Lord.“ Peter when he 
heard it was thcir Lord, put on his coat, 


(for he was then naked) and caſt himſelf 


into the ſea to come to him; but the other 
Diſciples came in the boat. When they 
came to land, they ſaw hot coals lying, and 
a fiſh laid thereon, and bread, which the 
Lord had prepared for them. He bid them 
hkewiſe to bring ſome of the fiſh they had 
taken, and drels them; and he eat with 
them on the ſea- ſide. And according to his 
accuſtomed humility, he miniſtered to them, 
he broke the bread and gave it them, and 
gave them likewiſe of the fiſh. The ſeven 
Diſciples, with great alacrity of fpirit, con- 
verſed with their Lord, and with all ſub- 
miffion and reſpect eat with him, admiring, 
with hearts full of joy, the affability of his 
leaſing countenance. They received from 
is facred' hands the food he gave them, 


and with no leſs abundance and ſpiritual 
comfort, repleniſhed their fouls, than their 


bodies. O what a divine and celeſtial ban- 
quet! Conſider well every particular, and 
endeavour to feed thy ſoul with them. 

When the refection was over, our Lord 
addreſſing himſelf to Peter, ſaid, Loveſt 


thou 
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* thou me more than theſe?” To whom 
Peter replied, * Lord, thou knoweſt that I 
love thee.“ Wherefore Chr:ft ſaid te him, 
« Feed my lambs.” Our Lord repeated 
the ſame queſtion three times; and at 
every time recommended to him his flock. 
Whence we may fee the ſingular bounty and 
care of our Lord Jeſus, and eſpecially his 
exceeding charity and love for our ſouls, 
by his repeated recommendations of them 
to Peter's care. After this, he foretells Pe» 
ter the death he (ſhould ſuffer for his ſake ; 
ſaying, When thou waſt younger, thou 
+ didſt gird thyſelf, and didſt walk where 
thou wouldſt. But when thou ſhalt be old, 
thou ſhall ſtretch forth thy hands, and ano- 
* ther ſhall gird thee, and lead thee whither 
thou wilt not.“ And this he ſaid to ſignify 
that by the death of the croſs he ſhould glo- 
rify God. After this, Peter deſired to know 
of our Lord in what manner John ſhould 
ſuffer ; and our Lord anſwered him, ſaying, 
* So I will have him to remain till I come; 
* what is it to thee? As if he had ſaid; 1 
will not that he follow me by the way of 
ſufferings and paſſion as thou ſhalt ; but that 
he live to a full and complete age, and end 
his days in peace. Some of the Dilciples 
underſtood by that faying, that he was ne- 
ver v0 diee. 

5 After 
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find ſome.“ They did as he ordered them, 

and they were not able to draw the net for 
the multitude of fiſh, Then John ſaid to 
Peter, It is our Lord.“ Peter when he 
heard it was thcir Lord, put on his coat, 
(for he was then naked) and caſt himſelf 
into the ſea to come to him; but the other 
Diſciples came in the boat. When they 
came to land, they ſaw hot coals lying, and 
a fiſh laid thereon, and bread, which the 
Lord had prepared for them. He vid them 
ikewiſe to bring ſome of the fiſh they had 
taken, and dreſk them; and he eat with 
them on the ſea-lide. And according to his 
accuſtomed humility, he miniſtered to them, 
he broke the bread and gave it them, and 
gave them likewiſe of the fiſh. The {even 
Diſciples, with great alacrity of fpirit, con- 
verſed with their Lord, and with all ſub- 
miflion and reſpect eat with him, admiring, 
with hearts full of joy, the affability of his 
pleaſing countenance. They received from 
his facred' hands the food he gave them, 


and with no leſs abundance and ſpiritual 
comfort, repleniſhed their fouls, than their 


bodies. O what a divine and celeſtial ban- 


quet! Conſider well every particular, and 


endeavour to feed thy foul with them. 


When the refection was over, our {ad | 
addreſſing himſelf to Peter, ſaid, © Loveſt 


© thou 
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* thou me more than theſe?” To whom 
Peter replied, * Lord, thou knoweſt that I 
love thee.“ Wherefore Chrift ſaid te him, 
„Feed my lambs.” Our Lord repeated 
the ſame queſtion three times; and at 
every time recommended to him his flock. 
Whence we may fee the ſingular bounty and 


care of our Lord 7eſus, and eſpecially his 


exceeding charity and love for our ſouls, 
by his repeated recommendations of them 
to Peter's care. After this, he foretells Pe» 
ter the death he (ſhould ſuffer for his ſake ; 
ſaying, * When thou waſt younger, thou 
didſt gird thyſelf, and didſt walk where 
thou wouldſt. But when thou ſhalt be old, 
thou ſhall ſtretch forth thy hands, and ano- 
ther ſhall gird thee, and lead thee whither 
thou wilt not.” And this he ſaid to {ignity 


S 2, + © 


that by the death of the croſs he ſhould glo- 


rify God. After this, Peter deſired to ot 
of our Lord in what: wanne John ſhould 


ſuffer ; and our Lord anſwered him, ſaying, 
* So I will have him to remain till I come; 


« what is it to thee? As if he had ſaid; I 


will not that he follow me by the way of 
ſufferings and paſſion as thou ſhalt ; but that 
he Iive to a full and complete age, and end 


his days in peace. Some of the Diſciples 


underſtood by chat laying, that he was ne- 


ver to die. 
After 
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After theſe things our Lord diſappeared, 
aud returned again, according to his uſual 
cuſtom, to the holy Fathers. The Diſciples 
remained greatly comforted, and returned 
ſoon again to Jeruſalem. 


CHAP. IXXXI. 


Our Lord Jeſus appeared to more than ſiue 
hundred Diſciples together; with ſomething 
| Was to all his apparitions in general. 


T. Faul mentions, that our Lord Jeſus, 

at another time, appeared to above five 
hundred Diſciples gathered together; but 
where, at what time, or in what manner, 
is uncertain, it not being regiſtered in Scrip- 
ture. Yet we may well ſuppoſe that it was 
with his uſual mecknels, bounty, and cha- 
rity on his ſide; and again, with no leſs joy 
and comfort to the Diſciples than uſual 'on 
their ſide. And hitherto have we ſpoke. of 
our Lord's appearing twelve ſeveral times 
after his Reſurrection ; - having omitted two 
other apparitions which tollow, when we 
{hall treat of his Aſcenſion. But there is 
mention made. only of ten in the Goſpel. 

For it is not written in any place that he 
5 s ever 
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ever appeared to his holy Mother; ſo that 
it is only piowly be ved he did. How he 


appear ed to Foſeph o, of Artumatirza, is written 


in the apocry phal goipel of Nicodemus. And 


his appearing to James, Sr. Faul mentions 


in his Epiſtle to. the Corinthians, as he does 
likewiſe that to the five hundred brethren. 
We. may however devoutly ſuppoſe that 
he appeared ſeveral other times; for it is 
very probable that our moſt bountiful Lord 
fren viſited his holy Mother, his belcy-« 


| Diſciples, and St. Mary Magdalen, comfor:- 


ing thoſe in a ſpecial manner who bad fui- 
fered and been moſt atflicted at his bitter 


Death and Paſſion. And this ſeems to he 
che opinion of St. Augiiſtin, when, ſpeak- 


„ „ 


_ chiefly Abraham and David, 
Lord made a ſpecial promiſe of the incar- 
nation of his Son) 


him to fee the molt excellent \ 
Dalighter, and God's moſt bl- led Mother, 


ing of the time of the Rei Irrection, he lays, 


. All things relating to our Lord's appear- 
N. ing Alter his Reſurretion are not written; 


for he converſed often with them.” And 
tis nat improbable that the holy Fathers, and 


(to whom the 


came in. compaty with 
irgin their 


who for them and for all others had found 
ſo much grace, and bore the Saviour of the 


World. © with what Joy and comtort did 


they behold her! With what reverence did 
688 they 
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they incline to her; and with what alacrity 
did they praiſe and honour her! 

And here may we conſider the great be- 
nignity, and charity, and the pr ofound 
meekneſs of our Lord and Saviour fo 
Chriſt in this, that after, his Reſurrection 
and the glorious Victory he had gained for 
us, he would not preſently leave us and aſ- 
cend into his glory, but, as a pilgrim yet on 
earth, would remain forty days, and be con- 
ver Gnt among us, to confirm and ſtrengthen 
his Apoſtles in their faith. This he might 
have done by his angels, but ſuch was his 
unſpeakable charity, that he wou d do it 
himſelf, by perſonally converſing with us 
for the ſpace of forty days, appearing to his 
Apoſtles, and preaching to them of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. All this hath our 
moſt merciful Lord done for us, and yet we 
reflect little on it. He hath always loved 
us, and ſtill loves us; but yet ſuch is our 
ingratitade, that we return him not our 


love for his; which is a mark of great un- 
thankfulneſs in us towards him, notwith- 


ſtanding the tit * he {till has 
for u 4 
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CHAP. LXXXII 


The glorious Aſcenſion of our Lord and Sa- 
- ,v0ur Jeſus Chriſt, 


OUCHING the wonderful Aſcenſion of wel 

our Lord Jeſus, it behoves thee, pious 164 
reader, to awaken thy heart, and to render wy 
thyſelf more than ordinarily attentive to all | i, 
that is here ſaid or done relating to this ſub- . 
ject, if thou deſire to feed thy ſoul with hea- 5 
venly comfort, and reap the {piritual unction N 
which plentiſully flows from the devout con- l 


1 

templation of ſo divine a ſubject. 4 
On the fortiethi day after the Reſurrection 1 
our Lord Jeſus, knowing that his time was [Si 


now come to depart from this world and to 

pals hence to, his Farther, taking with him 

the holy Patriarchs, Prophets, and others, 

who aiter his Reſurrection were in the ter- 

reſtial Paradiſe, and bleſſing Enoch and Elias, 
Wo: remain there ſtill alive, he came to his 
Apoſtles, who were gathered together on 
An Sion, which was the place where he 

made his Laſt Supper the night before his 

Paſſion: there was likewiſe with the Apoſtles 

at this place, the bleſſed Virgin, and many 
other iſciples; and our Lord appearing to 

them, ſaid, that he would eat with them be- 

e re 
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ſore he departed from them, as a ſpecial to- 


ken and memorial of the love he bore them. 


And as they were all cating, being full of 
joy and ſpiritual comfort at this laſt refection 
of cur Con Jeſus, he ſaid to them, © The 
time is now come in which I muſt return 
again to him that ſent. me; but you ſhall 
remain in the city till you are clothed with 
* the virtue deſcending from above: for 
* within a few days you ſhall be filled with 
* the Holy Ghoſt, as I before promiſed you. 


After which you ſhall be diſperſed throv gh- 


cut the whole world to preach my Goſpel, 

*©baptizing all that ſhall believe in me, ſo 
*© that you, ſhall be my witneſſes to the ut- 
«* moſt "confines of the earth.“ He likewile 
Ie proved them ſor their iner edibLility 1 in not 
behcving them who had ſeen him riſe; (that 
is the Anvels, ) This he cheſe to do at the 
ime he was' ſ:caking to them of reaching 
his Cc el, o give hom to underftarg; that 
lex "gl. t to have believed the Angels, even 


tee they ſaw him, much ſconer TU an they 


cvght robe Ee led by theſe to hem they 
ae to preach, who, never theleſs, would 
hee them: (the Apoſites) though they 


Hoc ld not ie hi m 00 Us Chrift.) And 


(Lis ke did, tet By EHu their fault they 


"Might remain ünble; mewing them at Lis. 


Qs Sartiire HOW mech he* admired that vir- 
» 3 % © . 4 4 


* | tue, 
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tue, and that he recommended it to them in 


a lingular manner. They aſked him con- 


cerning many things that were to come to 


pals ; - but he would not reſolve them, inaf- 


much as it was net necellary for them to 


know the ſecrets of God, which his Father 


had reſerved in his on power to fulfil at 
his own will and pleafure. And thus they 
continued diſcourſing and eating together, 
with great comfort rand heifaction” OCCa- 
fioned by the preſence of- their Lord; yet 
their comfort was mixed with ſome grief. 
by reaſon of his near departure from chem. 
For they loved him ſo tenderly, that they 
could not hear him enn of leaving them 
without heavineſs and forrow. 

And what can we think of his bleſſed Mo- 
ther? May we not devoutly imagine that, 
fitting near him, and hearing what he ſaid 
concerning his departure, - {ſhe was moved 
with the tenderneſs of her motherly aftec- 


tion; and-that brimful of grief, which ſad- 


denly ſeized, and oppreſſed her bleſſed ſoul, 
the inclined her head towards him, and 
reſted it upon his ſacred breaſt! For if 
Jolin the Evangeliſt at the Laſt Supper took 
this freedom, with much more reaſon may 
we ſuppole her to do the ſame on this dole- 
ful occation. © Hence then, with tears and 
2 Ughs ſhe * Ng to him in this man- 


1 


ner; 
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ner! 0 Oh my * "By I "OE RY thee 
-© not to leave me; but if thou muſt depart 
and return again to thy heavenly Father, 
18 bj. ook me, thy afflicted Mother, along with 
'*-thee.!? But our bleſſed Lord endeavoured 
to comfort her, and ſaid, © Grieve not, Oh 
beloved parent, at my leaving you, be- 
cauſe I go to my Father; and it is expe- 
dient that you remain here a ſhort time 
longer, to confirm in their faith ſach as 
Hall be converted and believe in me, and 


- 


N 0 


me to be a partaker of my glory.“ To 
whom again our Lady replied, My beloyed 
Son, may thy will always be falkilled 3 in all 
things, for I am not only contented to re- 
main her during thy pleaſure, but alſo to 
- © ſuffer: death ar love of thoſe ſouls, for 
- £. which thou haſt fo willingly vouchſafed to 
jay down-thy life: this however, I belcech 
hee, be thou ever mindful of me.“ Our 
' Lovd then- again comforted her, with the 
© DiGaples, and M ary Magdalen, ſaying, + Let 
not your hearts be troubled, nor fear ye 
+ any thing, 1 will not leave you defplate ; 
go, but will ſhortly return again to you, 
and. will remain always with you.“ At 
length he bid them remove from thence and 
go to Mount: Olivet, becauſe! from that place 
He would afecend into Heaven in the pre- 
_ wg: ot them all: This ſaid, he diſappeared. 
2 Hs 


after 1 will come again, and take you with 


- © 
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His holy Mother, together with the reſt of 
the company, without any delay, haſtened 
to the {aid Mount, about a mile diſtant from 
Jeruſalem, as he had appointed them, where 
our Lord again ſoon appeared to them. Be- 
hold on this day we have two different ap- 
paritions of our Lord. Thus being altesge- 
ther, our Lord embraced his holy Mother, 
and ſhe again embraced him in a moſt ten- 
der manner, taking leave of cach other. 
And the Diſciples, M ary Magdalen, and tlie 
"pt falling down to the ground, and weep- 

ing with tendernels, kifled his bleſſed feet, 


and he, raiſing them up, embraced all his 


Apoſtles moſt lovingly. 

Let us now, pious reader, aligenaty n- 
ſider them, and devoutly contemplate all 
that is here done; and amongſt the reſt, let 
us behold the holy Fathers, who being there 
preſent, though inviſible, joytully 20 mire, 
and inwardly praiſe the bleſſed Virgin, by 
whom they received fo great a benefit as 
their ſalvation. They behold, with pleaſing 
admiration, the glorious champions, and 
leaders of God's hoſt, the Apoſtles, whom 
our Lord Jeſus had choſe, among all others, 
to conquer and ſubdue the world, and bring 
* over to the belief of his holy doctrine. 

At length, when the myſteries were full 


wied and compleated, our Lord Fefus : 


began 


ET 
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began gradually to rail himfelf, up Fre 


them, and to aſcendl b. his own virtue aud 
power into Heaven. 
Virgin, with the. reſt, fell down and de- 
-Yautly worſhipped 218 And our Lady 
ſaid, *,O my beloved. Ibeſeech thee, to be 
mindful of me.“ And with this, ſlie burſt 
forth into tears, not being able to refr ain 
when ſhe reflected on his depar ture, yet was 
ſhe full of inward joy to ſee her bleſſed Son 
thus gloriouſly | Wet into Heaven. His 
- Diſciples alſo, when they beheld him aſ- 
cending, ſaid, Thou Lowe O Lord, 


that we have renounced. all things. for 


6 thee, wherefore we -beleech thee not to 


forget us, but be ever mindful of us, for 


+ < © conragiouſly, fo. I ſhall always be. with 


6 "whom we have forſaken all.” Then our 
Lord, lifting up his hands, with ſerene and 
. pleaſing alpect, crowned with glory, victo- 
riouſly aſcended into Heaven, but firſt blei- 
ſing them, he ſaid, He ſtedfaſt, and fight 


vou, even to the end of the world.“ 
Thus our Lord 


HIT 


| - reſptendantly ſhining, aſcended into Heaven, 


15 


triumphantly leading wich him the noble 
tribe of holy Fathers, and fulfilling chat 
which the Prophet Michal had, fad, long 
. before of his Aſcenſion; And their Ang 
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 And;then the bletled 


Jeſus, all glorious, and 
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*« the head of them.” So that they all 


followed him with unſpeakable joy, Ads 
ing canticles of praiſes and thankſgiving to 
Nn for their deliverance from all ſorrow, 
and their entrance into all j Joy and neyer- 
ending felicity. 

And Michael, the Prince of God's ce- 
leſtial hoſt, going before, carried the joy- 
ful ridings of their Lord's aſcending, at 
which the whole heavenly court of celeſtial 
{pirits came forth to meet their Lord, and 
with all worſhip and revereace, they led 
him with hymns and ſongs of jubilation; 
repeating with inexprellible joy, Alleluia, 
Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Having paid their due reverence to the 
Lord, and ended the joyſul canticles, which 
related to his glorious Alcenizon, tlie An- 
gels and the holy Fathers began to rejoice 
with. cach other. And what tongue can 
expreſs or mind conceive that v hich paſſed 
between them at this happy, truly happy 
mecting? The bleſſed {pirics firſt began to 
congratulate them on their arrival; ſay ing 
in this manner: Ye Princes of God's pœo- 

* ple, ye are welcome to our eternal habi- 
tation; and We rejoice and are glad at 

', your arrival: e are all gather ed toge· 
« cher and wonderfully exalted with our 
ogh Morn 55 RD! i? God; 
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God; Alleluia. Therefore rejoice, and 
ſing to him who fo gloriouſly aſcendeth 
to Heaven, and above the en ot 
Heavens; Alleluia. 
Ts which the holy Fathers again joy- 
fully replied, © To you, Princes of God's 
people; Alleluia: Our guardians and 
* helpers; Alleluia: Joy and peace for- 
ever; Alleluia: Let us ſing and make 
* mirth to our King and our Saviour; 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Now we joy- 
fully enter into the houſe of our Lord; Al- 
leluia: To remain forever in the glorious 
* city of God; Alleluia. As ſlicep of our Lord's 
paſture we enter his gates; Alleluia; with 
© hymns and canticles ; Alleluia: For the 
7 Lord of power is with us; Alleluia, Al. 
© lelung, Alleluia. In this manner they 
ſung and rejoiced. , For according to the 
Prophet, The Lor a1 is aſcended in ſhouts. 
of joy, and the Lord 1 in che ſound of a 
« 'trumpet.”” 
Our Lord Teſs aſcended viſibly for the 
greater comfort of his Mother and Diſci- 
ples, that they might ſee him as. far as they 
conld:- And behold « cloud received 
him out of their fight,” and in an in- 
ſtant they were preſent in Heaven! And 
as the bleſſed Virgin and the Diſeiples were 
looking {till up to Heaven, two Angels ſtood. 
| beſide 
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Hhoſide them in white garments, who began 
to comfort them, telling them not to look 
any longer aſter his body, which they ſaw 
aſcend to gloriouſly into Heaven, for that 
they ſhould not ſee him any more in that 
form till the Day of judgment, when he 
ſhould come to judge the quick and the 
dead: They bid them return into the city 
again, and there to expect the coming of 
the Holy Ghoſt, as he himſelf had told 
them. Our bleſled Lady ſpoke to the An- 
gels, deſiring them to recommend her to 
her bleſſed. Son; who, profoundly inclining 
to her, promiſed gladly to fulfil her com- 
mands. And the Apaſtles and Mary Mag- 
dalen recommended themſelves in the ſame 
manner. Alter this, the Angels depart- 
ing, they went, according as they had 
been appointed into che city, unto Mount 
Sion, and waited there the coming of the 
Holy Ghoſt. | 

Our Lord Jeſus, in company with that 
blefled tribe of holy | fouls, dpened the 
gates of Heaven, which for a long! tpace 
of time had been fhut to mankind, i and as 
a victorious conqueror, triumphantly en- 
terod in, and joy fully inclining to his Fa- 
Ther, fail, O holy Father, 4 return thee 

„ thanks for the glorious victory thon haſt 
eat . Hhh 2 given 


- — > | we 
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given me. over all our enemies: Behold, 


Gcternal Father, Ihre preſent to thee our 


©: ffiends,” who till this time have been de- 
tained in baniſhment and in priſon! And 
as I have promiſed to my Difcipl-s and 
«Brethren; whom I have left in the world, 
to ſend them the Holy Ghoſt the Com- 
© forter, Ibeſeech thee to fulh] my promiſe, 


fbr to thy care and protection I recom- 


mend them.“ The Father, railing him 
up, placed him on luis right-hand, -- and 
taid,''* My bleſſed Son, to thee all power 
is given in Heaven and Earth, Wherefore 
concerning. all thou haſt aſked, cliſpoſe 

and order as n ſeem niaſt renn 
to thece .““. we, 
After this the W 0 Spirits and; holy 
Fathers, who remained all the time proſ- 
trate before the throne of the-moſt adorable 


trinity, aroſe, and, with all reverence, re- 


aſſumed their Alleluias and ſpiritual cm 
m_ and fang joyfully to the Lord. 

For if Moſes, and che children of d 
aſtey they had croſſed the Rediſea, ſung a 
ſong to the Lord ſaying: Let us ſing to the 
Lord, &c. And. Mary the Propheteſs, 
Aaron's Siſter; and other women going out 
after her, ſung to the Lord with limbrels, 
and wich dances, with how mneh more 
$73 71. NN reaton 
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reafon ſhould they do it now, after the 
victory obtained over all their enemies? 
And when David brought the Ark of the 
Lord to Jeruſalem, the whole multitude of 
the children of //rael ſung to the Lord; and 
David played before the Lord on all man- 
ner of inſtruments, on harps, on timbrels, 
on cornets, on cymbals, * and David Val 
« danced beſore the Lord with all his 14 


might, 2 Kings 6. With how; much 0 
more reaſon did they now do it, When pre- i 
* - - * | 

ſent with their Lord, in the perte& enjoy- N 
ment of ſo great happineſs? And if St. Wo | 
Johm the Evangeliſt, as we read in the "1 


Apocalh ße, heardia voice from Heaven of a 
hundred and forty-tour thoutand playing 


on their harps, and ſinging a new: long 1 
before: the throne of God, and the Lamb, 1 4 | 
Whatever that might repreſent, cannot 431 


but piouſly imagine, that it was on this 
day, more than on any other, fulfilled. 1 
They all ſing, they all rejoice, and eault IN 
with utmoſt Jubilation, ,and--with;;ſhonts 1 
of mirth they praiſe and glority the Lord, . 
ſo that the whole - heavenly” Feriſſalem Ek 
ecchos with joytul Alleluias, and canticles 4 1 
olf mirth were . chroughaut every 5 
part. n: 1 | * D { in: 
ohm; vet cebit bn Never 1 
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Never from the beginning of time was 

there ever known ſo folemn a feſtivity, nor 
all ever be again, till after the laſt and 

general Day of Judgment, whea all the 
o ect fhall meet together in their dine 
and glorious bodies. 

And therefore this ſolemn feaſt of this 
Adehſiem if every circumſtance be duly 
confidered, is the greateſt of all ſolemnities. 
Which we ſhalt find to be true if we 
briefly conſider the reſt. The Incarnation 
of God is a great feaſt, a day of ſolemn 
Jjubilation to us, but not to bim, ſince he 
was tlien confined within the narrow coni- 
paſs of the ſmall incloſure of à virginal 
womb: His nativity was likewiſe a great 
feaſt and a day of publick rejoicing to us. 
But he was to be pitied, who was born to 
{o great poverty, ſuffering, and penury. 
His death and ſuffering was a great feaſt 
to us, becauſe our fins were ther all blor- 
N out; but as he ſuffered moft criiel 
torments, and a moſt vile death, it was 
not to him, nor ought it to bs to us a 
ſubject of joy. The Reſurrection of our 
Lord efus was a moſt ſolemn feſtivity 
both to him and to us, becaule he ap- 
peared as a triumphant conqueror aver 
8 and we remained juſtified, and in 
the 


the opinion of St. al was a more 
holy aft than the reſt, which may be un- 
derſtood of thoſe which, proceeded it. For 
the day of the Aſcenſion 1cems ſtill to be 
more holy and greater than that, for 
though our Lord riſe then from the dead: 


yet he ſtill remained on earth, the gates of 


Heaven were not yet opened, nor were the 
holy Fathers then preſented to his Father, 
which was all fulfilled on the day of this 
Aſcenſion. And if we conſider, whatever 
God wrought, before this, he wrought to 
this end, without which, his work would 
have been. imperfect; For Heaven and 
Earth, with all things in them, were made 
for man; and man was made only for 
God, and to enjoy him in his glory: to 
which glory, no one, though ever ſo juſt, 
could ever attain after ſin till this I 
Whence you may, in ſome meaſure,' com- 
prehend how great and wonderful is this 


day, which may properly be called the 


ſolemn and joyful feſtivity of our Lord 
Fefus. For on this day was he firſt ſeated 
in glory, in the * he had aſſumed; 
at — right-hand of his Father and enjoyed 
a perſect reſt from all his labours. ? 
This day is alſo a feaſt of great joy and 
glory to the: bleſſed ſpirits of Heaven; for 
wW on 
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on this day they received a new ſuatisfac- 
tion, in the ſight of their Lord, whom be- 
fore they had not ſeen, under the veil of 
his ſacred humanity. And on this day 
was begun to be repaired the ruins of their 
heavenly company, occaſioned by the fall 
of their reprobate brethren, ſome of whoſe 
vacancies were filled up by a glorious num- 
ber of bleſſed ſouls, of Patriarchs, Prophets, 
and. others, who on this day triumphantly 
entered tlie heavenly: city of Jerufalem, 
and took poſſeſſion of it as their own-right 
and inheritance. Wheretore as we ſolemnl y 
celebrate the feaſt of one Saint or M 
who departed this life, and entered the 
glory of Heaven, how much more ought 
we to do the {ame for ſo many thouſands 
who entered together in company with the 
HoLYor HoLIESs, who is far more worthy 
all praiſe, honour and: glory, than all the 
Saints and Angels together. 

This day is like wiſe a feaſt of 55 al; joy 
to the bleſſæd Virgin, inaſmuch as ſhe be- 
held her bletied Son Jeſus perfect God and 
perfect Man, crowned with Glory and 
Triumph, aicend victoriouily to Heaven. 

It is alio a feaſt of joy to us, for on this 
day was our nature firſt exalted above the 
higheſt Heavens ; and had he not aſcended 


KA .. we 
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we could not have received the greateſt of 
all gifts, the. Holy Ghoſt, whom he. had 
promiled;to ſend us. Wherefore he faid to 
his — jy hr It is expedient for you that 

] go, for if 1 go nere me: Paraclete ſhall 
not come to you. 

St. Bernard ſaith, in his . on this 
day, chat The glorious feaſt of the As- 
cenſion is the end and accompliſhment 
„ all other feaſts and ſolemnities, and a 
I bleſſed goncluſion of the weary Pilgri- 
* mage of Jeſus Chriſt on earth,” 

Hence then may you gather, pious reader, 
that this tgaſt is greater and more ſolemn 

an all others, and: that ſoul, which ear- 
neſtly and truly loves our Lord Feſus, 
ſhould on;ithis day lift up his mind more 
fervently cowards Heaven, and endeayonr 
to receive a greater plenitude of ſpiritual 
comfort and joy than on all other feſtivals 
of the year. For our Lord ſaid to his Diſ- 
ciples, “ Truly, if you loved me, you 
© would rejoice and be glad, becauſe 1 
go to the Father.“ Whence it appears 
from his own words, that there was no, 
day in Heaven more joyful than this, which 


laſted till che day of Pentecoſt following, 


and we may devoutly imagine it to have 


been kept and ſolemnized in this manner. 
8 Iii The 


Fathers, with the reſt of their bleſſed com- 
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The Aſcenſion of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus, was about the ſixth hour. And al- 
though the whole court of Heaven made a 
gener Tejoicing in a manner beyond all 
expreſſion: yet, from the hour of his Aſ- 
cenſion to the ſixth hour of the next day, 
we may piouſly imagine that the Angels 
more particularly celebrated' this Joyful feſ- 
vali” And in the lame! manner, on the 
ſecond, the Archangels. On the third 
diy, the Virtues. On the fourth day, the 
Powers. On the fifth, the Prineipalities. 


On the ſixth; the Dominations. On the 


ſeventhi, the Thrones. On the eighth, 
the Cherubims. And on the ninth, the 
Seraphims; which are the nine orders of 
holy Angels, who continued their joyful 
101 emnity till the vigil of Pentecoſt; from 
Which ine, to the third hour of che day 
following, which is Mit- Sunday, the holy 


pany, made the ſame ſolemn rejoicings. 
Thus, during the ſpace of ten days before 
the deſeent of the Holy Ghoſt upon earth, 


they all continued in an uninterrupted! ac- 


clamation of praiſe, glory, and thankſgiv- 
ing to God, to whom be continued the 
ſame by every ereuture to 1 of the 


Were; and forever. Amen. 
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C H A Pp. IXXXIV. 
The' coming of the Holy Ghoſt. ++ 


O Lord Jeſus being aſcended into 

Heaven, his bleſſed Mother, with the 

Diſciples returned to Ferufalem, as the An- 

gels had told them, and with great joy and 

comfort remained there the ſpace of ten 

2 in fervent prayer, expecting the 
of the Holy Ghoſt. 

When the tenth day was come alter the 
Aſcenſion, our Lord Jeſus ſaid to his Fa- 
ther; My beloved Father, the time of 

grace is near, be mindful, I beſeech thee, 

© of the promiſe I made to my brethren, 
concerning the Holy Ghoſt.” To whom 
the Father: < My beloved Son, the pro- 
© miſe you have made is moſt grateful i in 
my ſight, and I am well pleaſed 3 it ſhould 
be performed; and as the time is now 
come to fulfil it, let the Holy Ghoſt de- 
ſeend, to repleniſh and fill them with 
his grace, to comfort and ſtrengthen 
them, to inſtruct and teach them, and 
© beſtow on them abundance of all hea- 
« venly: Virtues. 
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The Holy Ghoſt deſcended then on Whit- 
. 5 in firey- tongues, upon a hundred- 
and-Lwenty Diſciples, who at that time 
were gathered together, and filled them 
with all grace and virtue: By which they 
were ſo greatly ſtrengthened A enflame! 
that they: immediately went forth, and 
gan to preach the Goſpel chronghour the 
whole world, and in great meafure made 
it ſubject to their doctrine. M 

This day is then the feaſt of love, for 
as St. Gregory ſaith, © it is the feaſt of him 
„ who is love itſelf.” For which reafon, 
he who truly defires. to ſerve God ſhould 
endeavour in this holy ſolemnity to be en- 
flamed with love, or at leaſt, to be enkin- 
dled with a yehement deſire of being ſo, 
free from any mixture of the love of this 
world. For, as St. Bernard aſſures us, 


he is greatly miſtaken who thinks to 


* unite Heaven with Earth, the ſweet 


© balm of ſpiritual comfort with the en- 


* joyments of worldly vanities, or the 
* bountiful gifts of the Holy Ghoſt with 
the deceirfil flatteries of the fleſh.* - 
Let us therefore, devout reader, wholly 
forſake the fleeting vanities of this world, 
and purify our hearts from all earthly and 
vain love to creatures, and lead a life of 
devor 


JESUS CHRIST. 4421 


deyotion and prayer as the Apoſtles did, 
expecting the coming of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Thus may we hope to be viſited by "Mi, as 


the Apoſtles were, and to receive al ſpiri- 


tual comfort and grace for our ſouls. 
That we may therefore be able to receive 


the ſingular gifts of this divine Spirit, and 


to attain to that bliſs to which our Lord is 


aſcended, and prepared the way for us to 


follow, let us break off all unneceſſary en- 
gagements with this wretched world, and 


take no delight in the foul ſatisfactions of 


the fleſh, nor feed its unlawful deſires, but 
ever carneſtly wiſh, with the Apoſtle, to be 
ſeparated from it. So that through the 
grace of the divine Paraclete, the holy Ghoſt, 


we may faithfully endeayour to follow the 
example of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in this 


world, and hereafter to aſcend with him 


into the glorious city of the heavenly Jeru- 
falem : Where he, ſovereign King, toge- 
ther with the Father, and the holy Ghoſt, 
one God in perfect trinity, liveth and reigns» 
eth forever world without end. Amen. 
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Sr. BONAVENTURE. 
Ar. BONAVENTURE, the great ud 
and ornament of the holy Order of 8 
F rancis, for his extraordinary devotion, 
ardent charity, and eminent {kill in Sa- 
cred' Learning, is ſurnamed The Seraphick 
Doctor. He was born at Bagnarea in Tuſ- 
cany, in the year 1221, of pious parents, 
named John of Fidenza and Mary Ritelli. 
He was chriſtened by the name of John; 
but afterwards received that of Bonaven- 
ture on the following occaſion. In the 
fourth year of his age he fell ſo dangerouſly 
fick chat his life was deſpaired of by the 
phyſicians. The mother in exceſſive grief 
had recourſe to the Almighty phyſician by 
earneſt prayer; and going into Umbria, 
oil herſelf-at cho feet of St. Francis of AM. 
* ſium, 
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tears, ds his i inzer- 
oy. A the DS, her ſon. 
Would Chriſtians addreſs themſelves to 
God with an humble confidence in all 
their corpoxa] neceſſities, their afflictions 
would never fail to be turned into divine 
bleſſings. But their neglect of this duty 
deſerves to be chaſtiſed by ſpiritual misfor- 
—— and often alſo by temporal diſap- 

tments. without comfort or remedy. 
e. Francis was moved to coſupaſſion hy 
the tears of the mother, and at his prayer 
the child recovered fo perfect. a ſtate of 
health that he was never known to be {fk 
from that time till. the illneſs of which he 
died. The glorious Saint, at whoſe peti- 
tion God granted this favour, faw himſelf 
near the. end of his mortal courſe, and fore- 
telling the graces which the divine good- 
neſs. prepared for this child, cried out in 
prophetic rapture: O buona ventura,; that 
15, in Italian, Good tuck. \Whence the name 
_ of Bonaventura was given our Saint. The. 
devout. mother; in gratitude, conſecrated; 
her ſon to God by a vow, and was careful 
to inſpire into him from the cradle, moſt 
ardent: ſentiments of piety, and to inure 
him betimes to aſſiduous practices of ſelf- 
| denial, humility, obedience and deyotion. 
A147: Bona- 


Life of St. Bonaventure. > 


Bonaventure from his infancy entered upon 
a religious courle, and appcared inflamed 
with the love of God as ſoon as he Was ca- 
pable of knowing him. His progreſs in 
his ſtudies ſurprized his maſters, but that 
which he made in the ſcience of the. Saints, 
and in the practice of every virtue was far 
more extraordinary. It was his higheſt 
pleaſure and joy to hear by how many th 
tles he belonged to God, and he made it 
his moſt earneſt' ſtudy and endeavour to 
devote his heart with his whole ſtrength 
to the divine ſervice. _ 

In 1243, being twenty-two years of age, 
he entered into the Order of St. Francis, 


and received the habit in the province; of 


Rome from the hands of Haymo, an En- 
gliſhman, at that time genzral, of the. Or- 
der. St. Bonaventure mentions.in his pro- 
logae to tlie life of St. Francis, that he en- 
tered this ſtate, and made his vos with 
extraordinary {ſentiments of gratitude for 
the preſervation of his life through the in- 
terceſſion of St. Francis, wing with the 
greateſt ardour to ſerve God with Eis whole 
heart. „ Shortly after, he was {ent to Paris 
LO complete his ſtudies under the celebrated 
Alexander of Hales, ſurnamed the 4r refra- 


Fable Dolor. - After his death in 3 24.5, St. 
mu B 


Bona- 
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Bonaventure continued his courſe under 


his ſucceſſor John of Rochelle. His pene- 


trating genius was polled by the moſt en- 


quiſite judgment, by which, while he eaſily 


dived to the bottom of every ſubtile inquiry, 
he cut off whatever was {uperfluous, dwel- 


ling only on that knowledge which is uſe- 


ful and folid, or at leaft was then neceſſary 
to unravel the falſe principles and artful 
ſophiſtry of the adverſaries of truth. Thus 
he became a maſterly proficient in the ſcho- 
laſtick philoſophy, and in the moſt ſublime 
parts of theology. Whilſt he referred all 
his ſtudies to the divine honour and his 
own ſanctification, he was moſt careful not 
to loſe the end in the means, and ſuffer his 
application to degenerate into a diſſipation 
of mind, and a vicious, idle curioſity. 

This opens an avenue into the heart for 
fel-conceit; jealouſy, envy, and a total ex- 

rin&tion of the ſpirit of prayer, with a 
numberleſs train of other ſpiritual evils, 

which lay waſte the affections of the foul, 


and baniſh thence the precious fruits of the 


Holy Ghoſt. To ſhun thoſe rocks often fa- 
tal to piety, he ſeemed never to turn his 
attention from God; and by the earneſt in- 
vocation of the divine light in the begin- 


ning of every action, and holy aſpirations. 
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with which he accompanied all his-ftndies; 
he may be ſaid to have made them a con- 
tinued prayer. When he turned his cycs 
to his book, they were ſwimming in tears 
of love and devotion excited by his aſſidu- 
ous meditation on the wounds of Chriſt, 
and his heart ſtill continued to inflame its 
affections from that its beloved object, which 
he {ſeemed to read in every line. St. Thomas 
Aquinas coming one day to pay a Vilt to 
our Saint, aſked him in what books he ha 

learned his ſacred ſcience. St. Bonaven- 
ture, pointing to his crucifix before him, 
ſaid; This is the fource of all my know- 
„ ledge. I ſtudy only Jeſus Chriſt, and 


« him crucihed.” Not content to make 
his ſtudlies in ſome fort a continuation of 


prayer, he devoted entirely to that hea- 
venly exerciſe the greater part of his time, 
knowing this to be the key of divine graces 
and of a ſpiritual life. For only the ſpirit 
of God, as St. Paul teaches, can lead us 
into the ſecrets. and deſigns of God; and 
engrave his holy maxims on our: hearts. 
He alone can make himſelf known, as no 
other light can diſcover the ſun to us but 
its own: and it is in prayer that God com- 
municates himſelf to us. He here enlight- 
ens the ſouls of his ſervants, and is their 
i 4 B 2 interiour 
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interiour inſtructor. But, as St. Auſtin 
ſays, honey cannot be poured into a veſſel 
that is full of wormwood. Neither can 
this excellent grace or gift of prayer find 


place in a foul which is not firſt prepared 


to receive the ſenſible preſence of the Holy 


Ghoſt, by holy compunction, and by the 


practice, of penance, humility and ſelf-de- 
nial. Theſe. virtues fitted the foul of our 


Saint to be admitted to the chaſte embraces 
of the heavenly bridegroom. Such was 


the innocence and purity in which he 
lived, and ſo perfect a maſtery he had ob- 
tained over his paſſions, that Alexander of 
Hales uſed to ſay of him, that he ſeemed 
not to have ſinned in Adam. This emi- 
nent ſpirit of penance was the principal 
guardian of this grace of innocence. The 
auſterities of St. Bonaventure were exceſ- 
live, yet amicdlſt his penitential tears, a re- 
markable chearfulneſs appeared always in 
his countenance, which reſulted from the 
inward peace of his foul. Himſelf lays: 
down this maxim: A ſpiritual joy is the 
greateſt ſign of the divine grace dwel- 
ling in a ſoul.““ To his mortifications he 


added the practice of the greateſt humilia- 


tions. In attending the ſick he was parti- 
abe ambitious to lerve them in the: 
ent 2 loweſt 
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loweſt and moſt humbling offices. In this 
charitable duty he ſcemed prodigal of his 
own lite and health, and choſe always to 
be about thoſe whole diſtempers were moſt 
loathſome or contagious and dangerous. 


He had no eyes to fee any thing in himſelf 


but faults and imperfections, and wonder- 
ful was the care with which he endeavoured 
to conceal from others his extraordinary 
practices of virtue. When their rays broke 
through the veil of his humility, and ſhone 
forth to others, the Saint, in order to caſt 
a ſhade over them before men, or at leaſt, 
to ſtrengthen his own heart againſt the 
danger, and to indulge his love of aþbjec- 
tion, embraced the greateſt humiliations. 
He always regarded himſelf as the moſt un- 
grateful and the baſeſt of ſinners, unworthy 
to walk upon the earth, or to breathe the 
air: and theſe humble ſentiments were ac- 


companied with the deepeft compunction, 


and abundant tears. This humility ſome- 
times with-held him from the holy table, 
notwitliſtanding the burning deſires of his 
ſoul to be united daily afreſh to the object 
of his love, and to approach the fountain 
of grace. But God was pleaſed by a mi- 
racle to overcome his fears, and to recom- 
pence his hamilitv. * Several days had 

e Py. paſſed,” 
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e paſſed,” ſay the acts of his canonization, 
nor durſt he yet preſume to preſent him- 
6 {elt at the heavenly banquet. But whilit 


& he was hearing maſs, and meditating on 
the paſſion of jeſus Chriſt, our Saviour, 


to crown his humility and love, put into 


« his mouth, by the miniſtry of an angel, 
part of the conſecrated hoſt, taken from 
the hand of the prieſt.” By this precious 
favour his foul was drowned in a torrent of 
pure delights; and from that time he was 
encouraged to approach with an humble 
confidence to the bread of angels which 
gives life and ſtrength. From this time 
his communions were accompanied with 
overflowing ſweetneſs and confolations, and 
with raptures of divine joy and love. If in 
our communions we ſeem to receive, in- 
ſtead of torrents, ſcarce a ſmall portion of 
heavenly grace, the reaſon is, becauſe our 
hearts are too narrow. The veſſel which 
we bring is too ſmall. If we dilated. our 
ſouls by humility, burning deſires and love, 
we ſhould receive like the Saints an abun- 
dant ſupply of thoſe living waters. St. 
Bonaventure prepared himlelf to receive 
the holy order of prieſthood by long faits, 
humiliations and fervent prayer, that hie 
might obtain; in it an abundant meaſure of 

graces 
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graces propped to ſo high a function. 
He conſidered that ſacred dignity with fear 
and trembling, and the higher and more 
incomprchenſible it appeared to him, fo 
much the more did he humble himſelf when 


he ſaw himſelf inveſted with it. As oſten 


as he approached the altar, the profound 
annihilation of himſelf, and the tender love 


with which he offered, beheld in his hands, 
and received into his breaſt, the Lamb with-/ 
out ſpot, appeared by his tears, and his 


whole exteriour. A devout prayer which 
he: compoſed for his own uſe after mals, be- 
ginning with theſe words, Iyan gige, dul- 
cafſume Domaine, is recommended by the 
church to all prieſts on that moſt folemn 
occalion. 

. Bonaventure looked upon himlf- as 
called by the obligations of his prieſtly 
character to labour for the falvation of his 
neighbour, and to this he devoted himſelf 


with extraordinary zeal. He announced 


the word of God to the people with an 
energy and unction which kindled a flame 
in the hearts of. thoſe: that heard him: 


every thing was inflamed that came from 


his month ;- For an aſſiſtance to himſelf in 

this function he compiled his treatile called 
Pharetra, conſiſting of animated ſentiments 
gathered 
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gathered from the writings of the fathers. 
In the mean time he was employed in 
teaching privately in his own convent, till 
he ſucceeded his late maſter ſohn Rochelle 
in a publick chair of the univerſity. The 
age required by the ſtatutes for this profeſ- 
ſorſhip was thirty-five, whereas the Saint 
was only thirty-three years old: but his abi- 
lities amply ſupplied that defect, and on 
this literary theatre he ſoon diſplayed them 
to the admiration of the whole church. He 
continued always to ſtudy at the foot of the 
crucifix. The diſagreement between the 
univerſity and the regulars being termi- 
nated by pope Alexander IV. in 1256, St. 
Thomas and St. Bonaventure were invited 
to take the doctor's cap together. As 
others contend for precedence, the two 
Saints had a vehement conteſt of humility, 
each endeavouring to yield the firſt place 
to the other. They knew no pretexts of 
the intereſt of their Orders, nor were they 
ſenſible of any prorogatives but thoſe or 
humility. St. Bonaventure prayed and in- 
treated him with ſo much earneſtneſs, thar. 
at length St. Thomas acquieſced to receive 
the degree firſt, and our: Saint triumphed. 
over both his friend and himſelf. The holy 
king St. Lewis honoured St. Bonaventure 


with 
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with his particular eſteem, invited him often 
to his own table, and conſulted him in his 
moſt intricate concerns, placing an entire 
confidence in his advice. He engaged him 
to compile an office of the paſſion ot Chriſt 
for. his uſe. St. Bonaventure drew up a 
rule for St. Iſabella, the king's ſliter, and 
for her nunnery of | mitigated Clares at 
Long-Champs, His book On the . govern- 
ment of the Soul, his Meditations for every 
day in the week, and molt of his other 
lefler tracts were written to ſatisly the re- 
queſts . of ſeveral devout - perſons of the 
court. The, unction which every word 
breathes-in the writings. of this holy doctor 
pierces the heart, and his concite expreſſion 
is an abyſs, or rather a treaſure of moll 
profound ſentiments of - humility, com- 


punction, love and devotion, the riches of 


which a pious heart finds every-where 
boundleſs. Eſpecially his tender ſenti- 
ments of the love of God, and on the ſa- 
cred paſſion of Chriſt, exceedingly recom- 
mend to all devout perſons his meditations 
on this latter ſubject, and exprets the bun- 
ing affections with which his pure. foul 


glowed towards that ſtupendous myſtery of 


infinite love, goodne:s and mercy, that 
PO model of all virtue and janctuty, 
C end 
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and ſource of all our good. The celebrated 
Gerſon, the moſt learned and devout chan- 
cellour of Paris, writes of the works of St. 
Bonaventure, © Among all the catholick 
doctors, Euſtachius (for ſo we may tran- 
* ſlate his name of Bonaventure) ſeems to 
© me the moſt proper for conveying light 
* to the underſtanding, and at the ſame 
time warming the heart. In particular 
his Breviloguium, and Itinerarium are 
written with ſo much force, art and 
conciſeneſs, that nothing can be beyond 
them.“ In another book he ſays: St. 
© Bonaventure's works ſeem to me the 
© moſt proper for the inſtruction of the 
* faithful. They are ſolid, ſafe, pious and 
* devout: and he keeps as far. as he can 
from niceties; not meddling with logical 
© or phyſical queſtions which are foreign 
to the matter in hand. Nor is there any 
* dottrine more ſublime, more divine, or 
more 'conducive to piety.” Trithemius 
recommends this doctor's writings in the 
following words: His expreſſions are fall 
of fire, they no leſs warm with divine 
love the hearts of thoſe who read them, 
than they fill their underſtanding with 
the moſt holy light. His works ſurpaſs 
thoſe of all the doctor“ of his time, if 


We. 


be 
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< we conſider the ſpirit of divine love, and 
of chriſtian devotion that {peaks in (<;ily 
He is profound in few words, pene- 
trating without curioſity, eloquent with- 
out vanity : this diſcourſe is inflamed 
« without being bloated . . . . Whoeyer 


would be both learned and devout, let 


* him read the works of St. Bonaventure.” 
This is chiefly to be underſtood of his ſpi- 
ritual tracts. af 4 theſe the author + Sd 
everywhere a moſt profound ſpirit, of hu- 
mility and holy poverty, with a heart per- 


fectly diſengaged from all earthly things, 


and full of the moſt ardent love of God, 


and the molt tender devotion to the facred 


paſſion of our divine Redeemer. The eter- 
nal joys of heaven were the frequent enter- 
tainment of his pious ſoul, and he ſeems 
never to have interrupted his ardent lighs 
after them. He endeavoured by his wri- 


tings to excite, in all others the fame fer- 


vent deſires of our heavenly country. He 


writes that God himſelf, all the glorious 
* ſpirits, and the whole family of the eter- 
nal King wait for us, and deſire that, we 
ſhould be aſſociated to them. 
not we pant, above all things, to be ad- 
mitted into their happy company? He 
would Rt amongſt them with great 
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* confuſion, who had not in this valley of 
tears continually raifed/ his ſoul above all 
things viſible to become already, in ar- 
dent deſire, an inhabitant of thoſe bleſſed 
regions.“ He clearly ſlilews, that he was 
not able to expreſs the tranſports of holy 
Joy that-overflowed his ſoul, as often as he 
contemplated its future union with God in 
immortal bliſs and uninterrupted love and 
praiſe. He revolved in mind the raptures 
of gratitude and joy in which the bleſſed 
ſpirits behold themſelves in the ſtate of ſe- 
curity forever, whilſt they fee ſo many 
iouls on earth every day overthrown by 
their ſpiritual enemies, and ſo many others 
loſt in hell. He was ſtrongly affected with 
the thought of the glorious company of 
millions of angels and ſaints, all moſt holy, 
ioving and glorious, adorned each with 
their diſtinguiſhing trophies and graces : 
in Which every one will poſſeſs in others 
every gift which he hath not, and all thoſe 
gifts which himſelf hath, doubled fo many 
times as he hath partners in bliſs. For, 
loving every companion as himſelf, he will 
rejoice for the felicity of each no leſs than 
{or his own, Whereupon, with St. Anſelm, 
he often aſked his own heart, here fo poor, 
Jo weak, and overwhelmed with miſeries, 
| . 10 
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if then it would be able, without being 
ſtreugthened and raiſed above itſelf by an 


extraordinary grace, to contain its joy for 


its own felicity; how it could be able to 
contain ſo many and ſuch exceſs of Joys. 
But this Saint's ſublime ſentiments of piety 
and devotion are beſt learned from his own 
works. His love of an interiour life did 
not hinder his application to promote the 
divine honour in others, by various exte- 
riour employments : but theſe he animated 
and ſanctified by a conſtant ſpirit of recol- 
lection and prayer. 

Whilſt he continued to teach at Paris, 
he was choſen general of his Order in a 
chapter held in the convent called Ara- Cœli 
at Rome, in 1256. The Saint was only 
thirty-five years old. Neverthelets, pope 
Alexander IV. confirmed the election. St. 


Bonaventure - was thunderſtruck at the 
news, and proſtrating himſelf on the 


ground, he with many tears implored the 
divine light and direction. Aſter which he 
ſet out immediately for Rome. The Fran- 


ciſcan Order was at that time divided by 


inteſtine deſſenſions, ſome of the friars be- 
ing for an inflexible ſeverity, others de- 
manding certain mitigations of the letter 


of rule. The young general no ſooner ap- 


peared 


LY 
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peared among them, but by the force of 


his exhortations which he tempered with 


mildneſs and charity, he reſtored a perfect 
calm: and all the brethren marched under 
this new ſoſue with one heart, in the ſame 
{pirit, and in the ſame path. William of 
Saint-Amour, a member of the univerſity 
of Paris, having publiſhed a bitter invec- 
tive againſt the mendicant Orders, enti- 
tled, On the Dangers of the Latter Times, 
St. Thomas anſwered it. St. Bonaventure 
allo confuted it by a book which he called, 
On the Poverty of the Lord Jeſus in which 
his mildneſs in handling the controverſy 
againſt a moſt virulent adverſary reflected 
a double advantage on his victory. Our 
Saint in his return to the ſchools at Paris 
viſited ſeveral of his convents in the way, 
in which he ſhewed every-where that he 
was only become ſuperiour to be the moſt 
humble, the moſt charitable, and the moſt 
compaſſionate of all his brethren, and the 
ſervant of his whole order. Notwithſtand- 
ing his great employments, he never omit- 
ted his uſual exerciſes of devotion, but laid 
out his time and regulated his functions 
with ſuch wonderful prudence as to find 
leiſure for every thing. He compoſed {c- 
veral works at Paris, but often retired to 
Mante, 
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Mante, for greater ſolitude. A ſtone whicli 
he uſcd for his pillow is ſhewn to this day 
in that convent. In 1260, the Saint held 
a general chapter at Narbonne, and in con- 
cert with the definitors gave a new form to 


the old conſtitutions, added certain new 


rules, and reduced them all into twelve 
chapters. At the requelt of the ſriars aſ- 
ſembled in this chapter, he undertook to 
write the life of St. Francis; but went firſt 
from Narbonne to Mount Alverno, and 
there aſſiſted at the dedication of a great 
church. In a little oratory built upon the 
very place where St. Francis had received 
the miraculous marks of the wounds of our 
Saviour, St. Bonaventure continued a long 
while abſtracted, and in an extacy, in holy 
meditation. He there wrote his incompa- 
rable treatiſe, called, Itinerarium Mentis 
in Deum, or, the Way of the Soul to God, 
ſhewing that all her comfort and riches 
are to be found in God alone, and tracing 
out the ſure way that leads to him. Whilſt 
he was in Italy he gathered the moſt au- 
thentick memoirs for the life of St. Francis, 
which he compiled with a ſpirit whichſhews 
him to hage been filled with all the heroick 
virtnes of his founder whoſe lite he wrote. 
St. Thomas Aquinas, coming one day to 
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y him a viſit whillt he was TE Y in 
this work, ſaw him through the door of his 
dell, raiſed in contemplation above the 
ground, and going away ſaid: Let us 
leave a Saint to write for a Saint.” In 
1230, St. Bonaventure aſſiſted at the tran- 
flation of the relicks of St. Antony which 
was performed at Padua. From that city 
he went to hold a general chapter at Piſa, 
in which by words and example he ex- 
horted his brethren to a great love of holy 
ſolitude. He gave on that and every other 
occaſion proots of his tender devotion to 
the B. Virgin. When he was firſt made 
general he put his Order under her ſpecial 
patronage. : He regulated many pious ex- 
erciſes of devotion to her, compoſed his 
Mirrour of the Virgin, ſetting forth her 
graces, virtues and prerogatives, with many 
prayers which are tender and reſpectful ef- 
fuſions of the heart to implore her inter- 
ceſſion. He wrote a pathetick parapliraſe 
in verſe of the anthem, Salve Regina. He 
publiched the praiſes of the Mother, out of 
devotion to the Son, andl to extend His 
glory. To propagate his honour and ſa- 
ving laith he ſent, by the pope's authority, 
preachers into many barbarous nations, 
and lamented his ſituation that he could 
l a not 
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not go himſelf, and expoſe his life a among 
the infidels. 

Pope Clement IV. in 1265, nominated 
our Saint archbiſhop of York, being al- 
ſured how agreeable he would be to chat 
church, to the king of England, and his 
whole kingdom. But St. Bonaventure 
having firſt by carneſt prayer begged that 
God would preſerve him from ſo great a 
danger, went and caſt himſelf at the feet of 
his Holineſs, and by tears and intreatics ex- 
torted from him a diſcharge from that bur- 
den. He held a general chapter at Paris in 
1266: and in the next, which he aflembled 
at Aſſiſium, he ordered the triple falutation 
of the B. Virgin called the Angelus Domini 
to be recited every evening at lix o'clock, to 


honour the incomprehentible myſtery ot 


the Incarnation, which ought to be the ob- 
ject of our perpetual praiſes and thankſgiv- 
ing. In 1272, Theobald, the holy archdea- 
con of Liege, a native of Placentia, then ab- 
ſent in the Holy Land, was choſen pope, 
and took the name of Gregory X. a perſon 
of ſuch eminent ſanctity that a proceſs has 
been ſet on foot for his canonization ; and 
Benedict XIV. in 1745, ordered his name 
to be inſerted in the Roman martyrology. 
He was a man of an extraordinary reputa- 
D tion 
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tion throughout all his life, for prudence in 
the conduct of his affairs; for courage, great- 
neſs of mind, and contempt of money; for 
devotion, clemency, and charity to the poor. 
He died on the tenth of January, 1276, on 
his return from the council at Abruzzo, in 
Tuſcany, of which city he is the titular pa- 
tron. Miracles have rendered his name illuſ- 
trious. Bonaventure fearing this holy pope 
would compel him to except of ſome eccle- 
ſiaſtical dignity, left Italy, and went to Paris, 
where he wrote his Hexaemeron or pious ex- 
poſition of the creation, or work of ſix days. 
He had ſcarcefiniſhed it, when at Whitſuntide 
he received from the pope a brief by which 
he was nominated cardinal, and bifhop of 
Albano, one of the ſix ſuffragans of Rome. 
His Holinefs added a precept to him to ex- 
cept that double charge without alledging 
any pretext agaiſt it, and immediately to re- 


pair to Rome. He ſent two nuncios to meet 


him on the road with the hat and other en- 
{igns of his dignities. They found the Saint 
repoſing on his journey, in a convent of his 
Order at Migel, four leagues from Florence, 
and employed in waſhing the difhes._ He de- 
fired them to hang the cardinal's hat on the 
bough of a tree, becauſe he could not de- 

cently take it in his hands, and left them to 

. walk 
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walk in the garden till he had finiſhed his 
work. '] hen taking up the hat he went to 
the nuncios, and paid them the reſpect duc 
to their character. Gregory X. came from 
Orvietto to Florence, and there meeting 
Bonaventure ordained him biſhop with his 
own hands: then ordered him to prepare 
himſelf to ſpeak in the general council 
which he had called to meet at Lyons for 
the reunion. of the Greeks, 

The emperor Michael Palæologus had 
made propoſals to pope Clement IV. for 
an union. Pope Gregory X. zealouſly pur- 
ſued this affair. Jofeph, patriarch of Con- 
ſtantinople, made a violent oppoſition, but 
Was ahliged by the emperor to retire into 
a monaſtery. Lo bring this affair to a happy 
concluſion, Gregory X. invited the Grecks 
to come to the general council which he 
aſſembled at Lyons tor this very purpole, 
and alto to concert meœaſures for: putting 
on a war for the recovery of the Hoty 
Land, which the pape promoted with al 
his might. This was the fourteenth gene- 
ral * and the ſecoud of Lyons. At 
it were preſent five hiandred ithops, ſe- 
venty abbots, James king of Arragon, and 
the embaſladors of the emperor Michael 
and: other Chriſtian princes. St, Thomas 
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of Aquin died on the road to this {ynod. 


St. Bonaventure, accompanied the pope 


through Milan to it, and arrived at Lyons 
in November, though the council was only 
opened on the 7th of May, 1274. Bona- 
venture fat on the pope's right-hand, and 
firſt harangued the aſſembly. Between the 
ſecond and third ſeſſions he held his laſt 
general chapter of his Order, in which he 
abdicated the office of general. He found 
leifure to preach, and he eſtabliſhed at 
Lyons a pious confraternity called Del 
Gonfalone, which he had formerly inſti- 
tuted at Rome. In it pious perſons aſſo- 
ciated themſelves in certain daily devotions, 
under the patronage of the mother of God. 
The deputies of the Greeks being arrived 
at Lyons, St. Bonaventure was ordered by 
the pope to confer with them. They were 
charmed with his ſweetneſs, and convinced 
by his reaſoning, and they acquieſced in 
every point. In thankſgiving, the pope 
ſung maſs on the feaſt of SS. Peter and 
Pa, and the goſpel was ſung firſt in Latin, 
then in Greek, After this St. Bonaventure 


preached on the unity of faith. Then the 
creed was ſung firſt in Latin, then in Greek, 
and as a ſeal of the reunion of the two 


churches, thoſe words were thrice repeated: 


"8 Who 
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* Who proceedeth from the Father and 
** the Son.” In memory of this ſolemn 
function two croſſes are placed on the high 
altar of the metropolitan church of St. John 
at Lyons. St. Bonaventure was taken ill 
after this ſeſſion: nevertheleſs, he aſſiſted 
at the fourth, in which the Logothete, or 
high chancellor of Conſtantinople abjured 
the ſchiſm. But the next day the Saint's 
ſtrength began entirely to fail him, inſo- 
much that he was no longer able to attend 
buſineſs. From that time he gave himſelf 
up entirely to his private devotions, and 
the conſtant amiable ſerenity of his counte- 
nance demonſtrated the holy peace and joy 
of his foul in thoſe moſt awful moments. 
The pope himſelf gave him extreme unc- 
tion, as is atteſted by an inſcription which 
was preſerved in the fame chamber in which 
he died, to our times. The Saint kept his 
eyes conſtantly fixed on a crucifix, and ex- 
pired in great tranquility on the.1 5th of 
ſuly, in the year 1274, of his age the 33d. 
The pope and the whole council ſolemnized 
his obſequies on the ſame day in the church 
of the Franciſcans at Lyons. Peter of Pa- 
rentiſe, a Dominican friar, cardinal and bi- 
ſhop of Oftia, afterwards pope under the 
name of Innocent V. preached his funeral 


panegy- 
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panegyrick, in which he ſaid: No one 
„% ever beheld him who did not conceive a 
great eſteem and affection for him: and 
even ſtrangers, by hearing him ſpeak, 
45 were deſirous to follow his counſel and 
advice. For he was gentle, aitable, hum- 
ble, pleaſuig to all, compaſſionate, pru- 
% dent, hafte, and adorned with all vir- 
460 tnes: re 

The body of St. W was tran- 
ſlated into the new church of the Franciſ- 
{cans on the 14th of March, 1434. King 
Charles VIII. founded their new .convent 
at Lyons at the foot of the caſtle of Pierre 


Inciſe, in 1494, with a rich chapel in which 


the Saint's remains were enſhrined, except 
a part of the lower jaw which that king 
cauſed to be conveyed to Fontainbleau, and 
it is now in the church of the Cordeliers in 
Paris: the bones of an arm are kept at Bag- 
narea, and a little bone at Venice. In 1562, 
the Calviniſts plundered his ſhrine, burnt 
his relicks in the market- place, and ſcat- 
tered the aſhes. in the river Saone, as is re- 
lated by the learned Jeſuit Poſſevinus, who 
was then at Lyons. They ſtabbed to death 
the guardian with a catholick captain whom 
they had made priſoner; they burnt the 
um of the library, and ſer fire to the 


convent. 
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convent. The Saint's head and ſome other 
rehcks eſeaped the fury of the rebels by 
having been concealed. St. Bonaventure 
was canonized by Sixtus IV. in 1482. - Six- 
tus V. enrolled his name among the doc- 
tors of the church, in the ſame manner as 
Pius V. had done that of St. Thomas Aqui- 
nas. The acts of his canonization, record 
ſeveral approved miracles wrought. by his 
interceſſion. Ihe city of Lyons, in 1628, 
being gricvonſly afflicted with the plague, 
the raging diſtemper began to ceaſe from 
the time in which certain relicks of our 
Saint were devoutly carried in proceſſion. 
That and other cities have experienced the 
divine mercy in hke manner, in ſeveral 
other publick calamities, by invoking St. 
Bonaventure's interceilion. Charles of Or- 
leans, father of Lewis XII. king of France, 
was taken pritoner by the Engliſh in the 
battle of Agincourt, in 1425. During his 
captivity he fell ill of a fever, under which 
no human remedies gave him any relief. 
The more deſperate his {ſituation appeared, 
with the more earneſtneſs he ſet himſelf to 
implore the patronage of St. Bonaventure, 
and a pertect recovery was the recompence 
of his devotion. In gratitude, ſo ſoon as 
he was ſet at liberty, he went to — 
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$4 
>-his thankſgivings and prayers at 
the YT of the Saint, on which he 
beſtowed magnificent preſents. 

St. Bonaventure, this great maſter of a 
ſpiritual life, places not the perfection of 
chriſtian virtue ſo much in the more heroic 
exerciſes of a religious ſtate, as in the per- 
forming well our ordinary actions. The 
< beſt perfection of a religious man, (ſays 
he) is to do common things in a perfect 
« manner. A conſtant fidelity in ſmall 
<« things is a great and heroic virtue.” It 
is a continual crucifixion of ſelf- love and 
all the paſſions ; a complete ſacrifice of all 
our actions, moments and affections, and 
the entire reign of God's grace throughout 
our whole lives. 
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